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To write of Benvenuto Cellini would be a delight if it were not 
also a work of deep bewilderment. Yet there is delight even 
in bewilderment, for the occasion of it is so vastly entertaining. 
Lawless beyond belief, he invokes the law in his own defence. 
Contfm^‘uous of the rights of others he is a stickler for his own. 
Clever as a bag full of monkeys he is often unconsciously stupid. 
Innocent as a wondering child, and a remorseless murderer. 
Vain as a cage of peacocks, boastful beyond words, yet not 
without self-knowledge and the most scrupulous regard for 
veracity. Prone to exaggeration, yet capable of restraining the 
ardour of relation. Burning with hatred and full of affection 
for family and friends. Envious, yet full of admiration for the 
genius of others. Delighting in pleasure, in vice even, yet a 
passionately assiduous worfcr. A gross materialist, yet full of 
superstition. Full of piety and religion, yet revengeful. Admiring 
beauty, yet behaving like a brute to women; insatiable of praise, 
yet generous of it — a planner of deep .schemes, yet foolishly 
credulous. Jealous, generous, pitiless, humorous, egotistical, 
devotedly unselfish, bold and pusillanimous, arrogant and 
fawning ; having all the vices and most of the virtues, he can 
only be described by antitheses and contrast. 

Well does Barette, quoted by Symonds, say of Cellini’s self- 
portraiture: '‘He has painted himself as brave as a French 
grenadier, as vindictive as a viper, superstitious to the last 
degree, full of eccentricity and caprice, a pleasant companion 
among friends . . . rather loose in sexual relations, a bit of a 
traitor without being aware of it ... a madcap, who firmly 
believed he was wise, circumspect and prudent. Fully persuaded 
that he was a hero, he dashed this picture of himself upon the 
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canvas without thought of composition or reflection, just as 
his fiery and Sapid fancy prompted. We derive from it sometliing 
of the same pleasure which we feel in contemplating a terrible 
wild beast who cannot get near enough to hurt us.” 

So full of burning ^ntaiity was he that one tliinks of him as 
still ahve. Pie might almost be waiting with stiletto drawn at 
tlie comer of some dark alley ready to dart out and plunge it 
in our neck. 

Yet, in spite of his terrihilila and incalculableness he becomes 
almost a friend as we read his life. We follow his adventures 
almost as we follow the adventures of a brother. We exclaim 
at his follies, lament his mischances ; and the accounts of the 
siege of Rome, of his imprisonment and escape, the casting of 
Perseus, find us breathless with affectionate apprehension. 

A man so various-minded, so diversely gifted, could not by 
reason of the conflict of his gifts achieve as much as a man less 
gifted. Nature gave him too much and he has left us too little. 
Yet it is, perhaps, hardly true to say that Nature gave him too 
much. The gifts were incompatible. There was too much bravo 
in his composition for the proper creation of Ix-'auty. We have 
only to think of Michelangelo, a man of greater genius and 
finer character, and for whom Cellini had unbounded admiration. 
The terribilita of Michelangelo went into his work and was not 
wasted before dukes and popes and cardinals, for whcjm that 
work was done. For Cellini there were many leaks of power. 
His fury and hatred and his licentiousness, recojeled with dis- 
concerting, even disarming frankness, his passion for soldiering, 
were all so, many leaks of power, all impediments to the 
achievement of the greatness which was within him. Yet, in 
spite of all these leaks, or jx.Thaj)s because of them, he achieved 
his Perseus, one of the great feats of a great epoch. 

ft is not a perfect work, but its imperfections are those of 
Cellini’s own nature; but, in spite of its imperfections, it is a 
triumph, a superb victory of mind over matter, of art over 
difficulty. It is the more wonderful in that the sculptor was 
the founder, an ideal combination, one which should be more 
often realised, could be realised, but for the fact that speciali- 
sation has destroyed the all-round artist. 

Having worked as assistant in a foundry, I know something 
of the greatness of Cellini’s accomplishment, and the niore I 
learn of foundry-work the mon; 1 wonder at ( cllini’js temerity 
and daring in undertaking such a colossal task with silch limited 
means. The fact is, 1 suppose, that only his limitless imagination 
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carried him through. He was able by that imagination to divine 
what was happening in the furnace and in the •mould. The 
quality of that imagination is shown by his divination of the 
difficulty which arose in the casting of the foot of Perseus. The 
failure of the bronze to fill the mould of the foot can be accounted 
for in several ways. lie possibly neglected to provide an outlet 
at the toes, or the outlet may have been there and became 
blocked by a fragment of the mould detached in lowering the 
mould into the pit. The air pressure resulting from this stoppage 
prevented the molten metal from filling the mould. The whole 
affair, from the actual founding to his miraculous recovery from 
illness, is a striking testimony to the omnipotence of the imagi- 
nation. The supremacy of the imagination in Cellini’s life is the 
cardinal fact of that life. His life was dominated by it, his art 
was governed by it, his successes and his sufferings are the 
fruits of it. 

No one can read his account of the siege of Rome or of his 
imprisonment and escape without being almost overwhelmed 
by its imaginative power. When he fired his culverin he did not 
so much take aim as fix his mind upon the object, and the bullet 
obeyed him. His shooting of Giovan Francesco della Tacca‘s 
pigeon is another instance of tlie same kind. All great men 
possess this power of imagination, though few can have pos- 
sessed it to so great an extent as Cellini. C^n every page of his 
life is some pas-^age which thrills with imaginative vitality. 

'I'he posses., itm of this quality is probably one reason why a 
recent writer in the Nation linked William Morris with Michel- 
angelo, Lionardo da Vinci and iJenvenuto Cellini. They were 
all great. Morris was great, but I can sec few other links between 
Morris and Cellini, who are about as unlike as any two men 
could possibly be. It may be that all geniuses are related in 
some mysterious way, that they all belong to one great family, 
for all have certain resemblances. Still, while protesting against 
the comj)arihou of Morris and Cellini, one must admit that 
Morris was like Cellini in being an incomparable craftsman 
and an organiser of (raftsmen. Morris achieved more because 
more restrained : the steam did not escape uselessly, the driving- 
power w’as fully utilised. Yet, as a craftsman and an artist, Morris 
has never Ixicn fully apprecnated, while Cellini has been over- 
\alued and over-praised. 'Die probable reason being that his 
autobiography and his own opinion of himself has shed a 
glamour over all his work. We sec that w’ork with the halo of 
bis own parental pride shed over it. As Symonds well says 
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Cellini was more of a craftsman than an artist, yet, apart from 
the Perseus/ the Nymph of Fontainebleau, the Escurial Crucifix, 
the Viennese Salt Cellar, we possess very few authentic pieces 
of Cellini's workmanship. A great deal of what passes for his 
was undoubtedly largely the work of assistants. Cellini makes 
no mystery of his dependence on his workmen. He was too 
honest. Besides, the kind of work he did cannot be done without 
skilled assistance. For success in this all depends on the amount 
and the quality of the directing power of the creative artist 
who employed those assistants. In Cellini’s case the w^ork is 
excellent technically, is imaginative, but never inspired. It is 
full of dexterous tricks of craftsmanship, of things difficult 
to do, done with a flourish of apparent ease. Tlie work abounds 
in cleverness and lacks reverence. For, in spite of all his piety 
and religion, which obviously meant a great deal to him, 
Cellini’s work shows nothing of it. Yet it is a quality inseparable 
from all great work. Apart from the Viennese salt cellar there 
is nothing of Cellini’s, not even the jewels, attributed to him 
which I wt^uld care to call my own. Yet he was a phenomenon, 
a man sui generis, a wonder for all time. Even to-day his Life 
is a textbook in Italian schools, I am told. Only in Italy can 
another Cellini come to birth, and only there can this happen 
if Italy succeeds in regenerating herself and changing the whole 
current of national life. If Italy does that, the whole world will 
follow suit, and in England we may see a new race of craftsmen 
greater than the old. Deep is the world’s debt lotjlaly. It may 
in time be deeper stiU« 


H. W. 
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A NOTE ON THE TRANSLATION 

Miss Macdonell’s translation of the Vita di Benvenuto Cellini 
used for this edition originally appeared in 1903, and formed the 
first two volumes in the series of “Temple Autobiographies.” In 
her account of Cellini's book and its English translators. Miss 
Macdonell has very clearly stated her own relative place in 
their brief succession. 

“ It is a great misfortune,” she says, “ to his^ame in England, 
and an irremediable loss to English letters, that the MS. of his 
life was hid away in an Italian library in our great age of trans- 
lators, the age that gave us Florio's Montaigne and North's 
JS^tarchy and certain of the Italian novelle. He has the fuU- 
Ijiodied flavour they relished, the vivacious physiognomy they 
ii^uld so adi^uUibly render with their broad, effective strokes 
i^d living colour. We have entirely lost their tradition — lost 
their splendid art and their audacity, their contempt for detail 
and peddling accuracy, if so be they could express an individuality 
wellnigh as strong as, if not identical with, the original.” 

Then, proceeding to the new school of English translators, 
she continues: “Our present ideals of translation, when we 
happen to have any, are quite different. They are scientific, 
philological, rather than artistic, and too often, in spite of 
excellent qualities, the work has the air of being done, not so 
much for the sake of literature,^ as under the eye of the examiner. 
The two earlier versions of Cellini have the virtues of neither 
class. Nugent's hardly counts now. Roscoe'^ has individuality 
of style, but an individuality which is pedantic and often un- 
plea^nt. For the rest, it does not satisfy the loosest standard 
of c<M(|ectness. English readers owe a great debt to Symonds, 
as do all translators who come after him, and I most gratefully 
acknowledge mine. His version has not lacked appreciation; 
but only one who has grappled with the same task can adequately 
know his unsparing conscientiousness, his patient, unremitting 
zeal for accuracy. Where he differs from others, he does so after 
long and deliberate research. No follower of his can be slipshod 
or mdifferent to detail. But the modem system has its defects 

* There are, of course, some brilliant exceptions to this rather bard 
feneral rule — l^of. Gilbert Murray, for instance. 

xiii 
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we none of us can escape from. The pressing ideal of strict 
justice to each individual clause^ compelling here the choice 
of archaisms^ there of colloquialisms of the day^ and again of 
foreign idioms^ as if to force on the reader that something very 
difficult is being done for him — ^which, in truths is often the 
case — tends to a lack of artistic coherence, and the result is apt 
to be something much better in the part than in the whole.” 

One may say of Addington S3rmonds’s translation, that it 
has something of the radiance which belonged to all -his prose 
writings, and especially to those that touched on or reflected 
his beloved Italy. His Cellini is Cellini with an added quality, 
which makes the autobiography slune as it hardly does m the 
Italian, and which at times rather disguises the cruder idiom 
of the original. 

As for the original manuscript of the work, it ran extra- 
ordinary risks of being lost altogether The Cavalcanti family, 
who owned it m the seventeenth century, guarded it jealously. 
Inside the modem binding of the Codex, in the Laurcntian 
Library, can still be read the words- i/e* hbn dt Andrea di 
Lorenzo Cavalcanti . Andrea’s determination to retain the book 
is attested with fatuous pride by his son, Lorenzo Maria, on 
the blank page at the beginning of the MS : 

“This most singular book was ever held in high esteem by 
my father, Signor Andrea Cavalcanti, of happy and to me 
most precious memory. He never would let anyone copy it, 
holding out even against the oft-repeated entreaties made to 
him by his Most ^rene and Reverend Highness, the Prince 
Cardinal Leopold of Tuscany.” 

Lorenzo, however, gave the MS. to Redi; and then an edition 
was printed from a defective copy in 1728; and the Cavalcanti 
original went through diver'> strange adventures, apparently 
disappeared like a book bewitched from more than one library, 
and at length turned up in the shop of Cecchino dal Seminario. 
There a book-hunter found it, and he l>equeathed it on his death 
to the Biblioteca-Mcdicea-Laurenziana. This is the MS. from 
which the one authentic Italian text is taken; the text from 
which in turn Miss Macdonell has made her spirited English 
version of this extraordinary book. 




Your lordship tills me tlut the simple discourse of my Life 
contents you moit m its first slupi than were it polishe. and 
retouched by others for ihm the truth of what I have wiitten 
would show less dear, and I hast taken great care to say 
nothing >»' '■ngs for whuli f should ha\e hael to fumble in 
mv memory Indeed I ha\e told naiuht sa\t the tnith omitting 
many wonderful hipfxmings which others in mv plue would 
have made very prominent for I had so main gieat things 
to tell tint not to make too thiek a volume I Inve left out 
many of the smallei I now sc nd mv own i rv ant, to whom you 
tan giv e my w.illet and the book f think \ uu cannot hav t been 
able to read the whole but I do not wish to we iry vou with a 
wretched tnfle I ke this I have hid from vou what I wanted 
and am much satisfied then with So with all my heart I thank 
you Now I bts- you not to trouble to re 1 1 f irthci but to send 
It back to me all save the sonnet which J am fun should have 
some polishing from that maivellous hit vf vours En lon^ 
I shall come to visit you, and 1 am evci at your service c Ur 
as my knowledge and my power extend 

Keep well, I lieg of vou , and hold me still in ymur good favour 

Florence, 2211 / Uav 155; 

If your lordship would keep in mind to do some little service 
to mv younj.» friar 1 slioiild be much beholden to you Ai^aiting 
your lord'>hip b commands^ 

Benvenuto Cellini. 
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PREFATORY SONNET AND DECLARATION 
BY CELLINI 


Here my life's struggling story 1 make plain 
To thank the God of Nature, who has still 
Tended the soul He gave me. By His will. 

Diverse and high my deeds — and 1 remain. 

My cruel fate hath warr'd with me in vain : 

Life, glory, worth, and all unmeasur*d skill. 

Beauty and grace, themselves in me fulfil. 

That many I suipass, and to the best attain. 

But man's frail thoughts fly 'fore the wind like sand. 
Now know 1 all the waste, and sorely blame 
The precious time I have in Iritles spent. 

Yet, since remorse is vain. I'll be content. 

Wdcome I mount, as Welcome down I came 
Into the flower of this good Tuscan land. 


I had begun to write this Life of myself with my own handy as 
may be seen in certain mended pages [of the MS.], But 1 r^ected 
that 1 was losing too inuch time, and that this was but excessive 
vanity. So falling in with a son of Michele di Goto of Pieve a 
Groyne, a lad of about fourteen years old, and wealdy^ I set him 
to write for me. Thus while I worked I dictated to him my Life. 
And as 1 took no little pleasure in the thing ^ I worked all the more 
diligently and was the more productive. So I left the burden of the 
writing to the boy : and J hope to go forward with the task as far 
as my recollections will serve me. 




BOOK I 

i. All men, whatever be their condition^ who have done any- 
thing of merit, or which verily has a semblance of merit, if so 
be they arc men of truth and good repute, should write the tale 
of their life with their own hand. Yet it were best they should 
not set out on so fine an enterprise till they have passed their 
fortieth year. And now this very thing occurs to me, when I am 
fifty-eight years old and more, here in Plorence, where I was bom. 
Many are the adversities I can look back on such as fall to the 
lot of man; yet am I freer from the same than I have ever been 
till now. In truth it seems to me I have greater content of mind 
and health of body than at any time in the past. Some pleasant 
happenings I recall, and, again, some unsp^able misfortunes, 
which, when I remember, strike terror into me and wonder that 
I have, indeed, come to this age of fifty-eight, from which, by 
God's grace, I am now going on my way rejoicing. 

ii. Doubtless, such men as have laboured and gained some 
repute have given to the world thereby a knowledge of them- 
selves; and it should be enough for them to have proved they 
were men and to be known for such. Yet we must live as we 
find others do; and so it is but natural some little vain-glory 
should creep into a thing of this kind ; and this may show itself 
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4 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

in divers ways, the first thing when a man lets the world know 
he comes ol a very long and virtuous line. 

My name is Benvenuto Cellini^ and 1 am the son of Maestro 
Giovanni, son of Andrea, son of Cristofano Cellini. My mother 
was Madonna Elisabetta^ daughter of Stefano Granacci; and 
both my parents were citizens of Florence. In the chronicles 
drawn up by our Florentines of ancient days, men worthy of 
faith, according to the report of Giovanni Villani, it stands 
written that the city of florence must have been built after 
the pattern of the fair city of Rome. And some traces of the 
Colosseum and of the Baths are still to be seen near Santa 
Croce. The Capitol was where the Old Market is to-day. Hie 
Rotonda, built for the temple of Mars, still stands; now it 
belongs to our Saint John. That so it was can be very plainly 
seen, and none can deny it; but these buildings are much smaller 
than those of Rome. TTicy say it was Julius Caesar had them 
built, in conjunction with certain noble Romans, who, when 
Fiesole had been laid siege to and taken, built a dty in this 
place, each of them undertaking to erect one of these famous 
monuments. Among Julius Caesar’s chief captains was a valorous 
man, by name Fiorino of Cellino, a hamlet about two miles from 
Monte Fiascone. Now this Fiorino having taken up his abode 
under Fiesole, where Florence now is, in order that he might 
l>e near the river Arno for the convenience of the army, all the 
soldiers and other persons who had intercourse with the said 
captain, were wont to say, “Let us go to Fiorenze,”— first, 
because this captain’s name was Fiorino, and likewise because, 
from the nature of the .soil, flowers grew abundantly on the spot 
where he had taken up his quarters. So at the foundation of the 
place, this name seeming to Julius Caesar a very fair one, and 
offered naturally, and since flowers are of good augury, he gave 
the name of Florence to the city. Moreover, he wished to give 
pleasure to his valorous captain, all the more that he had raised 
him from a very lowly place, and that he had been the making 
of such an able man. Learned contrivers and investigators of 
the origin of words would have the name to mean, on the flowing 
.\rno; but this it seems impossible to accept, for Rome is on the 
flowing Tiber, Ferrara on the flowing Po, Lyons on the flowing 
Saone, Paris on the flowing Seine, yet are their names different 
and come at by another road, 

'Fhus much we find ; and so do we believe ourselves descended 
from a man of worth. Besides, we Cellinis arc to be found in 
Ravenna, t' e most ancient city of Italy, and men of nobli birth 
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are not wanting there. In Pisa, too, there are some, and I have 
come upon them in many places of Christendom; moreover, in 
this State the name is not extinct among men following the 
profession of arms. For not long ago, a young man called Luca 
Cellini, nay, a beardless boy he was, fought with a practised 
soldier and a most valiant man, Francesco da Vicorati by name, 
who was a noted duellist. Yet Luca, by his own might, sword 
in hand, overcame him and killed him with such bravery and 
skill that everybody was astonished, having looked for just the 
contrary. So that I glory in my descent from men of valour. 

And now whatever honours I may have won for my house 
in the ordinary course of life as it is lived to-day, and by my 
art — ^though 1 make no great account of these — I sliall tell of 
the same in due season. But much prouder am I of having been 
bom in a humble station, and of having laid an honourable 
foundation for my house, than if I had been of great lineage, 
and by my vices had blackened and defaced it. So now I begin 
my story by telling how it pleased God I should be born. 

iii. My ^ thers dwelt in the Val d^\mb^a, where they 
had great possessions. Having retired there on account of the 
raging factions, they lived like little lords; and ail of them were 
doughty men of arms. In that lime a younger son of the house, 
Cristofano by name, had a great quarrel with certain neighbours 
and friends. The heads of both houses intervened, and so great 
a fire was seen to be kindled as imperilled the very existence 
of the two families. TJie elder* pondered the matter, and it was 
agreed my own people should send away Cristofano, while the 
other side removed the youth who had been the cause of the 
quarrel. They sent their man to Siena; our family dispatched 
Cristofano to Florence, where they bought for him a little house 
in the Via Chiara, near by the convent of Sant’ Orsola. and Jik*-.- 
wise some excellent property at Ponte a Rifredi. Cristofa:vj 
took to himself a wife in Rorence, and begat sons and daughter*. 
When all the daughters were settled in life, the sons after their 
father’s death divided the rest of the inheritance. The house 
in the Via Chiara, with some other few things, fell to one of the 
said sons, Andrea by name. He in his turn took a wife, and had 
four sons, the eldest of whom was called Girolamo; the second 
Bartolommeo; the third Giovanni— afterw'ards my father; and 
the fourth Francesco. 

This Andrea Cellini had a good understanding of the fashion 
of architecture of those days; adopted it as his profession, and 
lived by it. Giox^anni, who was my father, took more interest in 
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it than did any of the others. And because Vitruvius says, 
amongst other things, that he who would be an adept at this 
art must needs know something of music and of good design, 
Giovanni became an able draughtsman, and then began to 
study music, learning, along with the science of that art, to 
play excellently on the viola and the flute. Being a man of 
studious habits, he seldom went out of the house. Next door 
to them lived one Stefano Granacci, who had several daughters, 
all of them very beautiful. Now as it pleased God, Giovanni 
saw one of these girls whose name was Elisabetta, and so much 
did she please him that he asked her for his wife. And because 
both the fathers were well acquainted with each other, from 
being such near neighbours, it was easy to bring about the 
marriage, and each thought the arrangement a good one for 
himself. First the two old fellows settled the match, and then 
they set about discussing the dowry, which gave rise to a little 
friendly dispute between them. For Andrea said to Stefano: 

My son Gio\'anni is the bravest young man in Florence, nay 
in all Italy; and if I had cared to find a wife for him before 
now, I might have had the best dower which is ever given in 
Florence among folk of our condition.'' And Stefano answered: 
“You are a thousand times right; but here am I saddled with 
five girls and as many boys. I have made my calculations, and 
this is as much as I can afford.'’ Here Giovanni, who, unseen 
by them, had been listening for a while, came out suddenly and 
said: “My father, it is the girl I have longed for and loved, not 
their money. Bad luck to such as would get rich orrhis wife’s 
dowry. Indeed, since you have been bragging of my great 
cleverness, shall -I not be able to keep my wife and satisfy her 
needs even with a less sum of money than you have set your 
h^rt on? Now I w’ould have you understand that the lady is 
mine. As for the dowry, I leave it to you.” Hereat Andrea 
Cellini, who was of rather an irritable temper, was somewhat 
displeased. But in a few days Giovanni brought home his lady, 
and never asked for any other portion. For eighteen years they 
rejoiced in their youth and their bkss.;d love, yet longing greatly 
for children; after which time Elisabetta miscarried of two male 
children by reason of the doctor’s blundering. Later she was 
again with child, and bore a girl, to whom they gave the name 
of Cosa, after my father's mother. Two years passed and she was 
once more with child ; and whereas the strong cravings to which 
pregnant women are slave>, were precisely like those she had 
on the former occasion, they all made up their minds ske was 
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about to bear another daughter, and the name of Reparata was 
agreed on, after my mother’s mother. Now it happened that 
the child was born on the night after All Saints’ Day of the year 
1500, at half-past four exactly. The midwife, who knew that a 
woman-child was expected, so soon as she had washed the 
creature and swaddled it in finest white linen, crept up softly 
to Giovanni, my father, and said, “ I bring you a good gift which 
you were not looking for.” My father, who had been pacing up 
and down the floor, said, like the true philosopher he was, “ What 
God sends is ever dear to me.” Then he took off the swaddling 
clothes and beheld the unexpected male child. Clasping his old 
hands together, and raising his eyes to God, he said, “Lord, 
I thank Thee with all my heart. This is very precious unto me. 
I bid him welcome.” Everybody who was there asked him in 
their joy what name he had given the child, and Giovanni gave 
no other answer than to say, “ He is Welcome [Benvenuto].” 
And so was it determined. This name was given me in Holy 
Baptism; and with it I am living still by the grace of God. 

iv. My ,"r.,:-U3.ther, Andrea Cellini, was still alive when I was 
about three years old and he was more than a hundred. One 
day a cistern pipe was being moved, when out of it came a great 
scorpion. Unseen by the others, it slipped from the cistern to 
the ground and crept away under a bench. I saw it and ran and 
laid hold of it. So large was it that when I clenched it in my 
little fist the tail stuck out from one end and from the other its 
two claws. In high delight, I ran, they tell me, to my grandfather, 
saying, “ Look, gr.mdad, at my dear little crab.” When he saw 
it was a scorpion, he all but fell dead of fright and anxiety for 
me. With many caresses he begged me to give it to him; but 
I only clutched it the tighter, weeping and declaring I would 
not give it up to anybody. My father, who was also in the 
house, came running at the sound of my cries. Dazed with terror, 
he could for the moment think of no way of preventing the 
venomous animal from killing me. But suddenly his eyer fell 
on a pair of shears, and so, coaxing me the while, he cut off 
the tail and the claws. Then when the great danger was over, 
he took the happening for a good omen. 

One day when I was about five years old, my father was 
sitting in a ground-floor room of ours in which washing had 
been going on, and where a large fire of oak logs had been left. 
Giovanni, his viola on his arm, was playing and sin^ng by him- 
self near the fire— for it was very cold. Looking into the fire 
he chanced to see in tlic middle of the most ardent flames a 
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little creature like a lizard disporting itself in the midst of the 
intensest heat. Suddenly aware of what it was^ he called my 
sister and me and pointed it out to us children. Then he gave 
me a sound box on the ears, which made me cry bitterly, on 
which he soothed me with kind words, saying, “My dear little 
fellow, 1 did not hurt you for any harm you had done, but only 
that you might remember that the lizard in the fire there is a 
salamander, which never has been seen for a certainty by any 
one before.’" Then he kissed me and gave me some farthings. 

V. My father began to teach me to play the flute and to 
sing music; and though I was of very tender years when little 
children are wont to be pleased with a whistle and such-like 
playthings, I had a particular dislike to it, so that only from 
obedience did I ever play or sing. In those days my father made 
wonderful oigans with wooden pipes, and spinets the best and 
finest that had ever been seen, as well as violas, lutes, and harps, 
all of them beautifully and excellently fashioned. He was an 
engineer, too, and showed a wonderful talent in inventing in- 
struments for lowering bridges, for fulling, and other machines. 
Likewise was he the first to work well in ivory. But when he 
had fallen in love with her who became my mother — and perhaps 
the little flute played some part in that, for he gave more time 
to it than he should — he was asked by the lifers of the Signory 
to play with them. This he did for a lime for his own pleasure, 
and then they worked on him till he became one of their com- 
pany. But Lorenzo de’ Medici and Piero his son, who were very 
fond of him, presently began to see that he was giving himself 
up entirely to fifing, thus neglecting his fine inventive talent 
and his delightful art. So they took his place away from him. 
At this my father felt very sore, for he thought a great wrong 
had been done him. But he betook himself without delay to 
his art once more, and made a mirror, about a cubit in diameter, 
of bone and ivory, with figures and foliage exquisitely wrought 
and of beautiful design. The mirror was in the shape of a wheel; 
in the middle was the glass, and round about were seven circles, 
in which were carved, of combined ivory and black bone, the 
seven Virtues; and the whole mirror, and therefore, likewise, 
of course, the Virtues, were poised so that as the wheel turned, 
all the figures tujrned too; but as weights were attached to their 
feet they kept upright. .And since he had some knowledge of the 
I^tin language, he put a Latin verse round the mirror, namely: 

Rota sum : semper, quoquo me veriOt stat Virtus. 

(Tarn Fortune’s whithersoe’er it may, 

vStill Virtue stands erect.) 
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In a little while his post of fifer was given back to him. 
(Although some of these things took place before«I was born, 
still, remembering what I heard of them, I have been un- 
willing to leave them untold.) In those days tlie musicians of 
this company all belonged to most honourable crafts, some of 
them being even members of the greater guilds of silk and wool. 
For this reason my father did not disdain to follow the profession 
of music, and the greatest desire which he had in all the world 
for me was that I should become a fine player. As for me, the 
greatest worry of my life was his constantly saying to me that, 
if I had but the will — such great aptitude for it did he see in 
me — I might be the foremost man in all the world. 

vi. As I have said, my father was a loyal and much-attached 
servant of the house of the Medici; and Piero, when he was 
exiled, confided many things of the utmost consecjuence to him. 
Afterwards, when the magnificent Piero Sodenni succeeded, 
and was aware of the wonderful talents of my father — who 
was still at his musical post — ^he began to employ him in very 
important as an engineer; and, indeed, while Soderini 
remained in Florence he showed him every favour possible. At 
that time I was of tender age, and my father had me carried to 
the palace and made me play upon the flute, my treble accom- 
panying the musicians of the palace, before the Signory, while 
a b^dle held me on his shoulder. On such occasions the gon- 
falonier, namely, Soderini, loved to make me prattle; he used 
to give me sweetmeats, and he would say to my father, “ Maestro 
Giovanni, along ’■.vith music you should teach him your other 
delightful arts.” To which my father answered, “I would rather 
he followed no other save music and its composition; for in this 
profession I hope to make him the greatest man in the world, 
so but God spare him unto me.” Whereupon one of the old 
Signors replied, ” Ah, Maestro Giovanni, do as the gonfalonier 
tells you. Why should the boy never be anything better than 
a good player.^” 

And so time went on till the Medici came back again. No 
sooner were they back than the Cardinal, who was afterwards 
Pope Leo, began to make much of my father. While they had 
been away from Florence the balls had been blotted from the 
scutcheon on their palace, and a great red cross painted in 
instead — the same being the arms and insignia of the Commune. 
But at once on their return the red cross was erased, and the 
Medici red balls on a field of gold were put back in the shield, 
and all arranged to perfection. My father, who had a quiet 
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vein of poetry in him, and something, too, of the divine gift of 
prophecy, wrote the following four lines under the coat-of-arms 
as soon as it was uncovered : 

Under the meek and holy cross of late 

The^e arms, our pride, have deeply buried lain. 

They show a glorious, joyful face again ; 

For Peter's sacred mantle they await. 

The epigram was read by all Florence. A few days later Pope 
Julius II. died. The Cardinal de’ Medici repaired to Rome, and 
against every one’s expectation was made Pope, the liberal and 
magnanimous Leo X. My father forwarded to him his prophetic 
quatrain, and the Pope sent him word it would be to his advan- 
tage to come to Rome. But my father was unwilling; and so 
instead of reward, his place in the palace was taken from him 
by Jacopo Salviati, when the latter became gonfalonier. This 
is how it came to pass that I was put to the goldsmith’s craft ; 
and part of the time I learned that art, and the rest — but much 
against my will — I spent in music. 

vii. When my father worried me to become a musician, 
I answered begging him to let me draw so many hours a day, 
promising him that all the rest of the time I would give myself 
up to playing, just to please him. ‘‘Then you have no pleasure 
in music?” he asked. Whereupon I said “No’’; for it seemed 
to me an art far below the one on w^hich my own mind was set. 
Then in despair the good man placed me in the shop of the 
Cavaliere Bandincllo’s father, who was called Michel Agnolo, a 
goldsmith of Pinzi di Monti, very strong in his cf^ft. He had 
no advantages of birth, being the son of a coal-chandler. No 
blame is this to Bandinello, who was the founder of his house. 
If only he had founded it honourably ! IIowe\ cr that be, I have 
nothing to say of him now. I had only been there a few days 
when my father took me away from Michel Agnolo, being so 
made that he could not live without seeing me constantly. So, 
ill content, I gave myself up to music till I was fifteen. If only 
I cared to describe all my adventures up to that age, and the 
mortal dangers that I ran, I should astonish whoever should 
read of them ; hut that my story be not too long, and since 
I have much other to tell, I shall leave them aside. 

Now when I was fifteen I placed myself against my father’s 
wish in a goldsmith’s shop with a man called Antonio di Sandro, 
known to most as Alarcone the goULsmith. An excellcrtt crafts- 
man was he, and a right honest man, high-minded and liberal 
in all his lealings. My father did not wish him to p^xy me wages 
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as he did his other lads^ so that^ as I had chosen this art for my 
own pleasure^ I might be free to draw as much as %ver I liked. 
This I did very willingly, and my good master took endless 
pleasure in my work. He had an only and natural son to whom 
he was wont to give orders so that I might be spared. My desire 
to excel in this art was great, or rather, I might say, my love 
for it; but, indeed, botli were strong in me; so that in a few 
months my work came up to that of the good, nay, to that of 
the best young practicians of the art, and I began to reap the 
fruit of my labours. Nevertheless I did not fail to give my 
father pleasure now and then by playing on the flute or on the 
cornet ; and every time I played, I drew tears and deep sighs 
from him as he sat listening. And so I would often dutifully 
please him in this way, as if it had been a joy to me as well. 

viii. At that time I had a brother two years younger than 
myself, a very daring, proud-spirited lad, who later became one 
of the great soldiers in the school of the marvellous Giovannino 
de* Medici, father of Duke Cosimo. This child was then about 
fourteen, a. id. I was two years older. One Sunday, about two 
hours before nightfall, between the San Gallo and the Pinti 
gates, he fell out with a young man of twenty or so. They fought 
with swords, and so valorously did he close with his opponent 
that he dealt him a serious wound, and was for following the 
thing up. Among the crowd that stood about were many of the 
young man’s kinsfolk, w'^ho seeing the affair go ill for him, took 
out their slings. One of the stones struck my poor young 
brother’s head, and he fell suddenly to the ground, where he 
lay senseless and as if dead. Now I, who happened to be there 
without friends and unarmed, had been crying to my brother 
to make off, that he had done enough, just at the very moment 
when, as chance willed it, he was .struck down. Running to ‘Jiim 
speedily, I took his s>vord and planted myself between him and 
the other threatening swords and the shower of stones. Nor did 
I leave liim till from the San Gallo gate came up some /aliant 
fighting men and saved me from the wild rage of the crowd. 
/\nd much they marvelled to find such bravery in so young a 
lad. Then I carried my unconscious brother home, where with 
much difficulty he came to his senses. \Vlien he was better, the 
Eight' -w’ho had already arrested our adversaries and sentenced 
them to several years’ banishment— ordered us also to a six 
months’ exile at a distance of ten miles from Florence. ‘Tome 
with me,” said I to my brother. And so we parted from our 
poor father, who instead of providing us with money, of which 
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he had none^ gave us his blessing. I set off to Siena to find a 
certain good friend of mine^ Maestro Francesco Castoro by 
name. Once before this, when I had run away from my father, 
I had sought out this good man, and had stayed with him some 
days, working at my goldsmith’s craft till my father sent for 
me. When I reached lum this time he recognised me, and set 
me to work. Besides that he gave me lodgings for such time as 
I should be in Siena, and thither I repaired with my brother, 
and stuck to my work for many months. My brother had made 
a beginning in Latin letters, but he was too young to have yet 
tasted the savour of learning, and so he wasted his days in 
idleness. 

ix. After a time the Cardinal de’ Medici, who became Pope 
Clement, called us back to Florence at my father’s prayers. But 
a certain pupil of my father’s, moved thereto by his natural 
baseness, advised the Cardinal to send me to Bologna to learn 
music from a famous master there, who was called Antonio, 
truly a notable man in the musical profession. The Cardinal 
told my father that, if he sent me thither, he would give me 
letters of introduction that would help me. Accordingly my 
father, who nearly died of joy at such a proposition, sent me 
off; and I, eager to see the world, went with a good will. Reaching 
Bologna, I set to work under a man called Maestro Ercole del 
Piffero, and began to make some little money. Every day I 
went for a music lesson, and in a few short weeks made no little 
progress in that accursed art. But I made a great deal more 
out of my goldsmith’s craft; for having received ffo help from 
the Cardinal, I placed myself in the house of a Bolognese minia- 
turist, called Scipione Cavalletti, who lived in the street of 
Our Lady of Baraccan; and there I took to designing and 
Working for a Jew called Grazia Dio, with whom I made a 
fairly good living. 

Six months later I went back to Florence; whereat Pierino, 
the fifer who had been my father’s pupil, was very much vexed. 
Yet, to please my father, I went to see Pierino at his house, 
and played the comet and the flute with one of his brothers, 
Girolamo by name, several years younger than Pierino, a very 
honest, good young fellow, ju.st the opposite of his brother. 
On one such day my father came to Piero’s house to hear us 
play, and, full of his pleasure in my skill, he cried, “ I’ll make 
you a wonderful performer yet, and 1 defy any one to^prevent 
me!” To this Piero replied — ^and it was the truth he ^poke— 
“Your Benvenuto will reap far more gain and honour if he 
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sticks to his goldsxnithing than to this fifing business.” So angry 
was my father at these words — for he saw I was W the same 
mind as Piero — that he cried out with great heat, “ Well I knew 
it was you who stood in the way of this great desire of mine; 
and you it was who had me dismissed from my post at the 
palace, paying me with that gross ingratitude which is the usual 
reward of great benefits. I got you appointed there, and youVe 
had me sent packing. It was I taught you whatever you know 
of music, and you hinder my son from doing my will. But keep 
in mind these prophetic words: Not years, nor months, I say, 
shall pass, but a few weeks, ere this shameful ingratitude prove 
your ruin.” Then Pierino answered and said, “Maestro Gio- 
vanni, most men grow mad as they get old. So is it with you. 
And this is no surprise to me, since I have watched you freely 
squander all your property, heedless of your children’s nf*eds. 
A^erefore I mean to do just the contrary; to leave so much to 
my sons that they may be able to come to the help of yours.” 
Thereto my father replied, “No rotten tree brings for A good 
fruit, buc jusv the opposite. Moreover, I say to you, you are a 
worthless man : and your sons will be mad and poor, and a day 
will come when they will beg alms of my virtuous and pros- 
perous children.” And so we left the house, he and Pierino 
muttering angry words at each other. I had taken my dear 
father’s part; and as we came out together I said to him I 
would fain revenge the insults which that ribald fellow had cast 
at him — provided he let me betake myself to the art of design. 
“0 my dear son,” said my father, “I too have been a good 
draughtsman; but as a relief from the extraordinary labours 
that entails, and for love of me, who am your father, who begat 
you, reared you, and gave you the beginnings of such distin- 
guished talents, will you not promise me, as repose after your 
labours, now and then to take up that flute and that cnchantirig 
comet and give yourself up to the pleasure of your own music 
Yes, I said ; right willingly would I do so for love of him. Then 
my dear father said that it was by the display of such talents 
I should best revenge him for the insults of his enemies. 

Not quite a montli had passed when Pierino, who was having 
a vault built in his house in the Via dello Studio, was one day 
with some companions in his basement room over the vault. 
There he began speaking of his former master, my father, and 
repeating the words wliich he had said to him respecting his 
coming ruin. No sooner had he uttered them than the floor of 
the room where he was fell in — mayhap the vault was badly 
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built; nay, rather was it not by the mere power of God, who 
(]oes not pay on Saturday? — and the stones and bricks falling 
with him, both his legs were fractured. Meanwhile those who 
were with him remained on the edge of the vault a^ took no 
harm, but stood there stupefied and astounded — a#the more 
on account of what he had been telling them a moment ago 
as a jest, Wlien my father heard the news, he girt on his sword 
and went to sec him; and in the presence of the injured man’s 
father, who was called Niccolaio of Volterra, a trumpeter of the 
Signory, addressed him thus : “ Kero, my dear pupil, I am indeed 
sorry for your misfortune; but if you recollect, it is only a little 
time since I warned you of it; and all I said then respecting 
your children and mine will come to pass.” Shortly afterwards 
the ungrateful Piero died of this accident. He left a wife of 
low character and one son, who some years later came to beg 
alms of me in Rome. I gave him something, both because it is 
in my nature to give alms to the poor, and because I called to 
mind with tears the happy condition in which his father had 
lived when mine had prophesied that Pierino’s sons should one 
day beg from his own worthy children. But now enough has 
been said about this. Only, none should make mock of the 
predictions of an honest man when he has been unjustly abused; 
for it is not he that speaks; it is verily the voire of God. 

X. So I gave myself up to goldsmiths work, and by that 
means I was of help to my dear father. His other son, my 
brother Cecchino, had, as I said before, made aJbeginning in 
the study of Ijxtin letters. It was my father’s wish that 1, the 
elder, should be a great musician and performer, and that his 
younger son should become a great and learned lawyer. But 
he could not force us from our natural bents, which bound me 
to the art of design, and my brother, who was finely proportioned 
and full of grace, to the profession of arms. When he was still a 
young lad, he came home once from his first lesson in the school 
of the marvellous Signor Giovannino de’ Medici. I was not in 
when he arrived. In want of seemly clothes to wear, he sought 
out our sisters, and they, unknown to my father, gave him a 
doublet and cloak of mine, both of them fine and new. (For, 
besides helping my father and my good honest sisters, I had 
been able to buy myself these fine clothes out of my savings.) 
When 1 discovered I had been cheated and robbed of my 
clothes, and could not find my brother, from wliom I would 
have taken them away, I asked my fatlier why he fct me be 
so wronged, set'ing that I hilx)ured so hard and with sbrh good- 
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will to help him. To this he replied that 1 was his good son^ 
but that he had got back again the one he liad tBought lost. 
Moreover, it was but right, and, indeed, according to the word 
of God Himself, that he who h^ possessio ns should give unto 
him who had none. Therefore, he b^ged me for his sake to bear 
tliis injury, and God would give me increase of good things. 
Tlien I, being an inexperienced youth, answered my afflicted 
father with heat; and taking with me the poor remains of my 
clothes and money, I made of! towards one of the gates of the 
city. But not knowing which one led towards Rome, I found 
myself at Lucca ; and from Lucca I went on to Pisa. 

When I reached Pisa — I was about sixteen at the time — 
I stopped near the middle bridge, just where the Fish Stone is, 
and in front of a goldsmith’s workshop. While I was. watching 
attentively what the master was doing, he came out and asked 
me who I was, and what was my calling. I replied that I worked 
a little in his own business. The good man then invited me into 
his shop, and gave me work to do on the spot, sa3nng, *'You 
have a look about >ou which makes me think you are an honest 
fellow.” Then he set gold and silver and jewels before me. And 
at the end of the first day he took me home to his house, where 
lie lived in honourable condition with his beautiful wife and 
children. Calling to mind the grief which my good father might 
be suffering on my account, I wrote to him thrt I was in the 
house of an honest man, whose name was Ulivieri della Chiostra, 
under whom I was doing very fine and important work. I bade 
him keep his mind easy, for 1 hoped to learn much, and by my 
attainments to win ere long what would bring him profit and 
honour. My dear father answered my letter at once, saying, 
*‘My son, such is the love I bear you, that were it not for nur 
honour, which above all things I respect, I should have set out 
without delay to come to you; for of a truth I seem to be with- 
out the light of my eyes when I do not see you every day as 
has been my wont. I shall stay here, therefore, for the nght 
conduct of my home affairs, and you meanwhile will give your- 
self to the perfection of your art. Only, I wish you to keep in 
mind th.ese two or three simple words, and observe them, and 
never forget them — 

In whatever house you’d stay, 

Keep your hands frciu theft alway.’* 

xi. Now it happened that this letter fell into the hands of 
my master Ulivieri; and, unbeknown to me, he read it. After- 
wards he confessed having done so, saying, “And now, my 
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Benvenuto^ I was not deceived in your pleasant face. This much 
I learn froih a letter from your father^ which has fallen into 
my hands. So now think of yourself as in your own home^ and 
with your own father.” 

While I was in Pisa I used to go and see the Campo Santo; 
and there I found many fine antique marble sarcbpl^gi. Also 
in other places in Pisa I found beautiful antiques^ which I 
studied ze^ously every day when I could be spared from the 
labours of the workshop. And when my master paid me visits 
in the little room he had given me^ and came to know that I 
spent all my time so virtuously^ he took as great a liking for me 
as if he had been my father. In the year I was with him I made 
a great advance, working in silver and gold, and at most im- 
portant and beautiful things; and this gave me the keenest 
desire to get on still further. My father, in the meantime, kept 
writing to me most piteously to return to him; and in every 
letter he reminded me not to lose the music which had cost 
him so much trouble to teach me. Whereupon all desire to 
return to him left me, so much did I loathe that damnable 
pla 3 ring on the flute; and it seemed to me I was in Paradise 
the whole year I stayed in Pisa, where I never played at all. 
But when the year was up, Ulivieri, my master, had occasion 
to go to Florence to sell some gold and silver filings which he 
had. And as the unwholesome air had given me a little fever, 
I returned, before I. had shaken it off, in my master’s company 
to Florence. There my father gave him the heartiest jyelcome, 
but, unknown to me, begged him piteously not to take me back. 
I was ill for abou^ two months; and my father had me treated 
and cared for most affectionately. But ever he would say it 
seemed to him a thousand years till I should be well enough 
to play a little to him on the flute. Now while he spoke to me of 
this, holding his hand on my pulse the while — for he had some 
knowledge of medicine and of Latin letters — he perceived such 
a great alteration in its beating the very moment he began 
speaking on the subject, that often he would go away from me 
terrified and weeping. Wherefore, one day, seeing his great 
unhappiness, though the fever was still upon me, I begged one 
of my sisters to bring me a flute, since it was the least fatiguing 
instrument of all, and did me no hurt. Then I played with so 
fine a touch of hand and lips that my father, coming in suddenly, 
blessed me a thousand times, and said he thought I had tnade 
great progress while I had been away. And he begged ipe to 
go on, and not to let so fine a talent run to waste. 
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xii. As soon as 1 was well again I returned to my friend 
Maroone^ the honest goldsmith^ who gave me such %ood wages 
I was able to help my father and the rest of my family. About 
this time there arrived in Florence a sculptor called Piero 
Torrigiani. He had come from England, where he had lived 
for many years. Now he was a great friend of my master and 
paid him a visit every day; and having seen my designs and my 
work, he said to me, “I have come to Florence to pick up as 
many young men as I can, for I have a great work in hand for 
my king, and I want the help of my own Florentines. Now 
your method of working and designing pertains more to sculp- 
ture than to the goldsmith^s art; so while you are helping me 
with a great work in bronze I have undertaken, I wfil make 
you both a skilful artist and a wealthy man.” Tliis Torrigiani 
was singularly handsome, with a bold bearing, and the air 
rather of a great soldier than of a sculptor, especially having 
regard to his commanding gestures and his fine sounding voice; 
while his frown was enough to scare the bravest. And every day 
he would of his ruffling it with those beasts of English- 

men. Now in talking of his adventures, he fell to speaking of 
Michel Agnolo Buonarroti, led to this by a drawing I had made 
from a cartoon of that most divine master. This cartoon was the 
first work in which Michel Agnolo displayed his great genius 
to the full; and he made it in competition with another, namely 
Leonardo da Vinci. Botli were for the Council Chamber of the 
Palace of the Signory. The subject was the taking of Pisa by 
the Florentines; and the admirable Leonardo da Vinci had 
chosen to delineate a skirmish of horse-soldiers, with a capture 
of standards, all as divinely drawn as you can imagine. Michel 
Agnolo Buonarroti in his represented a company of infantry 
bathing in the Amo, for it was summer time; and he showed 
them just as there had sounded a call to arms, and tlie naked 
soldiers were running to the fight. So finely were the actions 
portrayed that neither amongst the ancients nor the moderns 
has ever been seen a work that reached so high a point of 
excellence. And so likewise, as I have said, the great Leonardo’s 
was of marvellous beauty. One of these cartoons was placed in 
the Medici Palace and one in the Pope’s Hall; and while they 
could be seen there, they were the school of all the world. Al- 
though the divine Michel Agnolo afterwards decorated the 
great chapel of Pope Julius, he never came near that height 
again; never again did his genius attain to the power of those 
early studies. 

B 
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xiii. And now to return to Piero Torrigiani^ who^ holding 
my drawing in his hand, spoke thus; Buonarroti and I, when 
we were lads, used to go to the Church of the Carmine to study 
in the chapel of Masaccio. Now Buonarroti had a habit of teasing 
all the rest of us who were drawing there; and one day in par- 
ticular he was annoying me, and I was more vexed than usual ; 
so I stretched out my hand hnd dealt him such a blow on the 
nose that I felt the bone and the cartilage yield under my fist 
as if they had been made of crisp wafer. And so he’ll go with my 
mark upon him to his dying day.” These words roused such 
loathing in me — ^for I had ever before my eyes the works of the 
divine Michel Agnolo — ^that not only did I refuse to go with 
him to England, but I could not b^r the sight of the man. 
While I was in Florence I took as my pattern the fine style of 
Michel Agnolo, and from that I have never wavered. 

In those days I was bound in close friendship with a charming 
young man of my own age, and was much in his company. He 
also was a goldsmith. His name was Francesco, and he was the 
son of Filipp^, son of Fra Filippo, the most excellent painter. 
Our companionship bred so great an affection in us that we 
were never apart night or day. Then, too, his house was still 
full of fine studies from the hand of his distinguished father. 
Several books of these were there, taken from the splendid 
antiquities of Rome, and when I set eyes on them I also be- 
came enamoured of them. So for about two years we were 
the closest friends. 

At this time I made a low-relief in silver as big fCs a little 
child’s hand. It was meant for the buckle of a man’s belt, for 
they were then worn of that size. Carved on it was a cluster of 
leayes after the antique, with heads of cherubs and other charm- 
ing masks. This work I made in the shop of one Francesco 
Salimbene. When it was shown about among the members of 
the goldsmith’s guild, they boasted of me as the best young 
artist in the trade. Now there was a certain Giovanbatista, 
commonly known as Tasso, a wood-carver, a young man of my 
own age; and one day he said to me that if I cared to go to 
Rome, he would willingly come with me. This talk wc had 
together was just after dinner, and being angry with my father 
—music was as ever the cause — ^I said to Tasso, “ Oh, but you’re 
a man of words, not of deeds.” Whereupon Tasso answered, 
“I, too, am on bad terms with my mother; and if only I had 
the wherewithal to take me to Rome, I’d never go back to turn 
the key on that wretched little shop of mine.” To this I said 
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that if he was only staying for that, I had on me as much as 
would take us both to Rome. So, talking all the time, we found 
ourselves at the gate of San Kero Gattolini before we knew 
where we were. Whereupon I said, “Tasso, my friend, it is 
God’s doing our reaching tliis gate unawares. But now that I am 
here I feel as if I had gone half-way.” And so it was agreed ; 
and as we went upon our road we said, “Oh, what will our old 
folks say to-night?” Then we made a pact together not to think 
more about them till we had got to Rome. So, tying our aprons 
behind, we set off for Siena, with hardly a word to each other 
by the way. Having reached there, Tasso said his feet hurt 
him, and that he would rather not come farther; and he asked 
me to lend him money to return. To which I answered, “There 
would not be enough left for me to go on with, so you should 
have thought well before you left Florence ; but if it be because 
of your feet you stop behind, we shall find a return-horse bound 
for Rome, and then you’ll have no excuse.” So I hired a horse; 
but as he gave me no answer, I betook myself towards the 
Roman g4-,tc. jfting that I had made up niy mind, he limped 
along as well as he could, slowly and far behind me, and 
grumbling all the time. As soon as I had reached the gate I 
felt pity for my companion; so I waited for him and set him on 
the crupper, saying, “What would our friends say of us to- 
morrow if, having left them to go to Rome, we had not the spirit 
to get past Siena?” Then my good Tasso confessed I spoke the 
truth ; and as he was a cheerful fellow, he began to laugh and 
sing; and so, singing and laughing all the time, we made our 
way to Rome. I was just nineteen years old then, and so was 
the century. 

As soon as we reached Rome I placed myself in a workshop 
under a master called Firenzuola. His own name was Giovanni, 
but he came from Firenzuola in Lombardy, and he was a notr^i 
maker of plate, working generally at things on a large scale, ^\llen 
I let him have a glance at the design of the clasp I had made 
in Florence with Salimbene, he was greatly pleased, and turning 
to one of his apprentices, a Florentine, Giannotto Giannotti by 
name, who had been with him several years, he said, “ Here is 
one of the Florentines who know, and you are one of their 
incapable fools.” At that moment I recognised Giannotto, and 
hastened to say a word to him; for before he went to Rome we 
used often to draw together, and we liad been on most intimate 
terms. But he was so mortified by the words his master had 
thrown at him that he declared he did not recognise me, nor 



20 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 


know who I was. Indignant at his saying such a thing, I burst 
out, Olannotto, once mine own familiar fnendl Have we 
not often been together in such and such places ? Have we not 
drawn together, and eaten, drunk, and slept in your villa? Yet 
I do not care whether you speak for me or not to this good man 
your master; for I hope that, without any help from you, my 
own hands will bear witness as to whom I am.” 

xiv. When I had ended, Firenzuola, who was a most impul- 
sive and fiery man, turned to Giannotto and said to him, **0 
you vile rascal ! Aren't you ashamed to behave like that to one 
who has been so close a comrade?” And with the same im- 


petuosity he wheeled round to me and spoke — “Come into the 
shop, and do as you have said: let your hands bear witness to 
the man you are.” Then he set me to work on a very beautiful 
silver piece for a cardinal. This was a little box copied from the 
porphyry sarcophagus which stands at the door of the Rotonda. 
Not content merely to copy the design, I enriched it with some 
charming masks done all out of my head; so that my master 
went about showing it through all the trade, and boasting of 
the skilled work that came out of his shop. It was about the 
size of half a cubit, and was meant for a salt-cellar for the table. 
This brought me the first of my earnings in Rome. Part of the 
money I sent to help my dear father; the rest served to keep 
me while I went round studying the antiquities, till, my money 
coming to an end, I had to go back and work in the shop. My 
friend Batista del Tasso had not been long in Roiu^ when he 
returned to Florence. I took new works in hand; but the desire 
came upon me, as soon as I should have finished them, to change 
my master, bein^ cajoled thereto by a certain Milan man called 
Maestro Pagolo Arsago. But Firenzuola, my first master, had 
hot words with this same Arsago, flinging insults at him in my 
presence ; whereupon I took up the cudgels for the latter, telling 
Firenzuola I was born free, and that free I would live; that of 
Arsago he had no reason to complain, and still less of me, for 
some crowns were owing to me for my wages; that as a free 
craftsman I should go wherever it pleased me, and doing so 
I wronged no one. Then my new master took up the word, 
saying he had never asked me to come, and that I should be 
doing a pleasure if 1 were to return to Firenzuola. To this 1 
retorted that I could not see I was doing him any wrong what- 
soever, and that having finished the works I had begun, 1 


wanted to be my own man and no one else’s; and whoever 
wanted me might come and seek^rf^r *Ta^ltiah Firenzuola 

.v> 
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answered, “I’ll not come and seek your services. And don’t 
show your face here again on any account.” When»I reminded 
him of my money he laughed at me; whereupon I said that well 
as I had worked at the making of those things he had seen, I 
should handle the sword no less well in the recovery of my 
rights. Now as we were disputing in this fashion, an old man 
chanced to come up to us, Messer Antonio da San Marino by 
name. He was the foremost of the goldsmiths of Rome, and had 
been Firenzuola’s master. Hearing my case, which I stated 
plainly for their comprehension, he immediately took my part, 
and ordered Firenzuola to pay me. The quarrel grew fierce, 
for indeed Firenzuola shone more as a swordsman than as a 
goldsmith. Still justice made its way, though I helped its victory 
by my firm determination, so that I was paid at last. Some 
time after, the said Firenzuola and I became friends again; 
and at his request I was godfather to a child of his. 

XV. Continuing to work with Messer Pagolo Arsago, I earned 
good wages, and I always sent the bigger share to my good 
father. At t^e end of two years, moved by his prayers, I went 
back to Florence, and set m>'self once more to work with 
Francesco Salimbene. With him I earned a very fair amount, 
and gave my mind to learning more of my art. I renewed my 
acquaintance with Francesco di Filippo; and though I was 
much given to pleasure, drawn thereto by that accursed music, 
I always kept certain hours of the day and night free for study. 
About this time I made a silver heart-key — for so were such 
things called in those days — ^which was a belt three fingers 
broad, to be worn by a bride. It was worked in half-relief, with 
some little figures in the round; and I made it for a man called 
Raffaello Lapaccini. Although I was very badly paid for it. the 
honour I gained came to more than the price it might fairly 
have brought me. By this time I had worked with many different 
persons in Florence, and had made the acquaintance of some 
honest men among the goldsmiths. Such an one was Mai cone, 
my first master. But I knew others who had the name of honest 
men, yet who did their utmost against me in my work, and 
cheated me whenever they could. Perceiving this I kept aloof 
from them, holding them as scoundrelly thieves. But one of the 
goldsmiths, called Giovan Battista Sogliani, kindly obliged ine 
with a part of his shop, which was at the corner of the New 
Market, hard by the Lindi’s Bank. There I completed many 
fine pieces, and, making good earnings, was able to be of real 
service to my family'. But my success roused the envy of some 
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of those villains I had once had to do with^ namely^ Salvadore 
and Michek Guasconti^ who owned three large goldsmith’s 
shops^ and did a deal of business. \Vhen^ therefore, I saw that 
they bore me ill will, I laid my complaint before an honest man, 
saying they might be well content to have robbed me, as they 
had done under the cloak of pretended kindness. This coming 
to their ears, they boasted they would make me finely repent 
of my words; but I, not knowing the colour of fear, minded 
their threats hardly at all. 

xvi. It happened one day I was leaning up against the shop 
of one of them. He called out to me, and began to spea]|^ in a 
half-scolding, half-bullying tone. I answered that if they had 
done their duty towards me I should have spoken of them as 
men of worth and honour are spoken of; since they had done 
the contrary, they should blame themselves and not me. While 
I stood there talking, one of the family, their cousin, called 
Gherardo Guasconti —perhaps at their instigation — waited till 
there came by a beast of burden with a load of bricks ; and when 
the beast was just opposite, shoved it on me with such force 
that I w'as much hurt. Turning suddenly and seeing that he was 
laughing, I dealt him such a blow wiUi my fist on his temple 
that he fell in a dead faint. Then facing his cousin, I said, 
“That’s what thieves and cowards of your sort get.” They made 
as if to attack me, for they were numerous enough, and I whose 
blood was boiling, put my hand on a little knife I had, and 
roared, “If one of you dares come out of the shop, the other 
ran run for the priest ; there will be nothing left for the doctor 
to do!” Such terror did these words strike into them that not 
one of them moved to their cousin’s aid. I had no sooner gone 
than the father and sons ran to the Eight, and told how I had 
attacked them with a sword in their shop, an unheard-of thing 
in Florence. So the Eight Signors had me summoned; and I 
appeared before them. They reproved me severely — perhaps 
because they saw me in a cloak, while the others wore their 
citizen’s mantle and hood ; but also because my enemies had gone 
to those signors’ houses to speak to them privately, and I, being 
inexperienced, had spoken to nobody, trusting solely in my own 
good cause. I pleaded that when Gherardo had grossly insulted 
me, I had been greatly moved to anger, yet did but give him 
a box on the ear; and thus it did not seem to me I des^ved 
so sharp a rebuke. 

Hardly had Prinzivalle della Stufa, who was of the Bight, 
heard me utter the word “box on the ear,” than he said| “It 
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was a blow you gave him: you did not box his ears.” Then the 
bell was rung, and we were iill sent out. In my deftnce Prinzi- 
valle said to the company, “Consider, my lords, the simplicity 
of this poor fellow, who accuses himself of having boxed the 
other’s ears, thinking it a less offence tlian a blow; for the penalty 
of the former in the New Market is five and twenty crowns, and 
that of a blow little or nothing at all. He is a very clever young 
man, and generously maintains his own poor family by his 
work. Would to God that our city had many of his kind, instead 
of lacking them as it does!” 

xviii Among the Eight were some Puritan fellows, with the 
tails of their hoods twisted up; and they, moved by the appeals 
and the lying tales of my enemies, and also because they were of 
Fra Girolamo’s faction, would willingly have sent me to prison, 
and condemned me without mercy. Hut good Prinzivalle pre- 
vented that. So they let me off with a fine of four bu.sheh of 
flour to be given in alms to the Muratc Convent. As soon as we 
were rolled in, he ordered me not to speak a word under pain 
of their displeasure, and to obey the sentence they had passed. 
Then administering to me a sharp rebuke, they sent us to the 
Chancellor, I grumbling all the time, “ It was a box on the car, 
not a blow,” so that we left the Eight laughing heartily. The 
Chancellor, on the part of the magistrates, ordered us both to 
find security ; but only I was condemned to pay the four bushels 
of flour. I felt outraged ; nevertheless, I sent for one of my cousins, 
who was called Maestro Annibale the surgeon, the father of 
Messer Librodoro Librodori, begging him to stand security for 
me. But he would not come. At this I was furious, and in my 
rage I swelled like an asp, and resoh ed on a desperate tiling. 
Here may verily be seen how the stars do not so much influence 
as compel our ways. When I thought under what obligations 
Annibale lay to our house, my anger grew to such a degree that 
1 let my evil passion have its way- and then, too, by nature 
I am somewhat choleric. Thus I waited till the company of the 
Eight had gone to dinner; and then, left to myself, and seeing 
that none of them had their eye on me, I went out of the palace 
in a fever of rage, and ran home to my shop. There I picked up 
a stiletto, and rushed to my enemies* house, w'hich was above 
their shop. I found them at tabic; and young Ghcrardo, who had 
been the beginning of the quarrel, threw himself upon me at my 
entrance. I'liereupon I stabbed him in the breast, right through 
hi.s doublet and vest to his shirt, but did not touch his flesh, 
nor do him any injury whatsoever. Only, seeing the dagger 
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disappear^ and hearing the tearing of his clothes^ I thought 
I had wourded him sorely; and^ as he fell from sheer terror to 
the ground^ I shouted^ traitors^ this is the day appointed 
unto me to murder you all!” The father^ mother^ and sisters^ 
thinking that it was the Day of Judgment, threw themsdvcs 
at once on their knees, calling for mercy with all their lungs. 
Seeing they made no resistance, and looking at the man stretched 
out on the floor like a corpse, I felt it woidd be too vile a thing 
to lay hands on them. But, still furious, I rushed to the stairs 
and, having reached the street, I found all the rest of the house- 
hold assembled there, more than a dozen in all. One had ^ iron 
shovel, another carried a big iron pipe, others hammers, anvils, 
and sticks. Like a mad bull I rushed into their midst, knocked 
down four or five of them, and fell with them, but dealing 
dagger-thrusts all the time, now here, now there. Those who 
kept their feet pressed in on me as hard as they could, having 
at me with both hands with their hammers, their anvils, and 
their cudgels. But as God in His mercy sometimes intervenes, it 
so pleased Him that they did not do me, nor did I do them, 
the very least harm in the world. Only my cap was left on the 
field, and that my enemies bore off, each of them digging at it 
with his weapon — ^though they had fought shy of it before. 
Then they looked among their company for the dead and 
wounded; and, lo, every man of them was safe and sound ! 

x%iii. I was on the road to Santa Maria Novella when I 
suddenly hit up against Frate Alesso Strozzi, whom I did not 
know. Yet I begged this good brother, for the love of God, to 
save my life, for I had committed a great crime. The honest 
friar told me to 'fear nothing; that though 1 had done all the 
evil in the world, in his little cell I should be altogether safe. 
Nearly an hour passed, and the Eight, who had been called 
together for an extraordinary sitting, sent out one of the most 
terrible proclamations against me that ever was heard, and 
threatened the severest penalties against whoever should shelter 
me or know of my whereabouts, without regard to the place, 
or to the quality of him wlio should give me refuge. My poor 
afflicted father ran to the Eight, threw himself on his knees 
before them, and begged mercy for his unhappy young son. 
Then stood up one of those fanatics, and tossing the crest of 
his twisted hood, spoke these insulting words to the poor old 
Mian, “Get up,” he said, “and out with you! For to-iporrow 
morning we shall send him out of town by the lances.*? 'fhen 
rny father .answered haughtily, “What God has ordained, that 
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shall you do, and nothing more"; whereupon the man answered 
that of a certainty God had so ordained. And my fafher replied, 
“I comfort myself with the thought tliat you have no knowledge 
of what shall happen." Leaving them, he came in search of me, 
along with a youth of my own age, Kero, the son of Giovanni 
Landi. We loved each other better than if we had been brothers. 
This young man carried under his mantle a magnificent sword 
and a splendid coat of mail. Having found me, my brave father 
told me how things were, and what the Eight had said to him. 
Then he kissed me on the forehead and on the two eyes, and 
blessed me from his heart, saying, “Tlie strength of God be 
your aid!" Bringing me the sword and armour, he helped me 
with his own hands to put them on. And said he, “O my good 
son, armed with these you live or die." Pier Landi, who was 
with us, could not stop weeping. He gave me ten golden crowns; 
and I asked him to pluck out some hairs from my chin, the 
first traces of my beard. Then Frate Alesso dressed me like a 
friar, and sent a lay brother along with me as guide. Leaving 
the convc.it, . out of the city by the Prato gate and along 
the walls till 1 came to the Piazza of San Gallo: and having 
climbed the Montui hill, I found in one of the first houses a man 
called Grassuccio, brother to Messer Benedetto da Monte Varchi. 
Off I threw my frock, and was a man again. Then my com- 
panion and I mounted the two horses waiting for us, and went 
away through tiie night to Siena. There Grassuccio left me, 
returned to Florence, saluted my father, and told him I had 
reached safety. My father rejoiced greatly thereat ; and he could 
hardly wait till he found that one of the Eight who had girded 
at him. F'inding him at la^t, he said, ''Do you see, Antonio, 
that it was God who knew what should befall my son, and not 
you?" "Wait till we catch him again." said ihc other; and my 
father rejoined, “In the meanwhile I will give my mind tu 
thanking God who has saved him now." 

xix. At Siena I waited for the courier to Rome, and went 
along with him. When we had passed the Paglia, we met the 
messenger who carried the news of the election of the new Pope, 
Clement VII. Once at Rome, I set to work in Maestro Santi the 
goldsmith’s shop. Although Santi was dead, one of his sons 
kept on the place; but he did not work himself, and all the 
business was carried on by a young man, called Luca Agnolo 
of jesi, a peasant, who had come as quite a little lad to work 
with Maestro Santi. This Luca Agnolo was short of stature, but 
well proportioned. He worked more skilfully than any man 
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1 had ever seen till then^ with the ^catcst ease^ too^ and with 
infinite fariby, but only on large pieces, on fine vases, basins, 
and suchdike things. Setting to work in tliis shop, I took in hand 
some candlesticks for a Spaniard, the Bishop of Salamanca. 
These candlesticks were as richly worked as such things can 
be. Now, there was a pupil of Rafiaello da Urbmo, called Gian- 
francesco, nicknamed H Fattore. He was a great friend of this 
bishop, and got me into his good graces, too, so that I obtained 
a great many commissions from the dignitary, and made a very 
good li\ing. In those days I used to go and draw, now in the 
chapel of Michel Agnolo, and now in the house of Agostino 
Chigi, the Sienese, where there were a great many beautiful 
paintings from the hand of the most excellent Raffadlo of 
Urbino. There I went on holidays, for Gismondo, brother of 
Messer Agostino Chigi, lived in the pdace; and they were ve^ 
proud when young men of my standing were seen studying in 
their houses. The wife of Messer Gismondo had often seen me 
there — a most noble lady was she, and of wonderful beauty — 
and so one day she approached me, and, looking at my drawings, 
asked me if I wxre a sculptor or a pointer. I answered the lady 
that I was a goldsmith. Whereupon she said that I drew too 
well for a goldsmith; and she ordered one of her maids to fetch 
a lily of wonderful diamonds set in gold. Showing it to me, she 
begged me to price it, I estimated the value to be eight hundred 
crowns, and she told me that I had valued it very exactly. 
Then she asked me if I had a mind to contrive a fine n^iv setting 
for it. “Right willingly,” said I; and there and then drew a 
little sketch of the design. And my skill was the greater for 
my pleasure in dealing with this lovely and most pleasant lady. 
When I had finished the design, in came another noble Roman 
lady, who was also very beautiful. She had been upstairs, and 
now, coming down, she asked Madonna Porzia what she was 
doing, who answered, smiling, “I am amusing myself in watcliing 
this worthy young man at his drawing, for he is both honest and 
comely.” By this time I had summoned up some boldness, yet 
was it still mixed with a trifle of shy modesty, and T blushed a.s 
I said, “ Whatever I am, Madonna, I shall ever be most ready 
for your service.” The lady also reddened a little as she added, 
“You know well that I desire your service,” and handing me 
the lily, told me to take it away. Moreover, she gave me ^wenty 
gold crowns which she had in her pocket, saying, “Set th^ jewel 
for me according to the design you have made, and re&m to 
me the old gold of its present setting.” Then the other Roman 
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lady said^ “ If I were in that young man’s shoes^ I’d soon make 
off with it.” Whereupon Madonna Porzia rejoined that virtues 
rarely exist alongside vices^ and that if I were to do such a 
thing I should much belie my honest face. Then, turning away, 
she took the Roman gentlewoman’s hand and said, with a 
pleasant smile, "Adieu, Benvenuto!” I stopped for some time 
busy on the drawing I had in hand, which was a copy of a figure 
of Jupiter by Raffaello of Urbino. As soon as I had finished 
I set off for home, and began to make a little model of wax, 
to show how the thing would look in the end. This I took to 
Madonna Porzia. The Roman lady who had been there before 
was again present, and both, greatly pleased with my labours, 
showed me such favour that, gathering some boldness, I promised 
them the work should be twice as good as the model. Then I set 
about the thing, and in twelve days I had finished the lily- 
shaped jewel, Corning it with little masks, cherubs, animids, 
all of them charmingly enamelled, so that the diamonds which 
made the lily looked ever so much better than before. 

XX. No\, W’luc T was working at this piece, that clever 
Lucagnolo, of whom I have spoken above, showed his strong 
disapprove of me; and many a time did he tell me that I would 
earn much more profit and honour by helping him to make 
great silver vases, as I had done in the beginning. To this I 
replied tliat I should be capable of making these whenever I 
had a mind ; but as for the kind of thing I wos doing, it did 
not come in one’s way every day; that it was no less honourable 
than what he proposed, and a great deal more profitable. At 
this Lucagnolo laughed, saying, “Let’s wait and see, Ben- 
venuto. By the time you have finished your work I shall 
endeavour to have finished the vase I began at the same time 
as you did the jewel; and experience will prove to you nli.it 
profit I draw from my work, and what can be made from yours 
It was a great pleasure, I replied, to engage in such a contest 
with so able a man as he, and in end it would be seen which 
of us was mistaken. And so both of us, smiling somewhat dis- 
dainfully at each other, set our faces proudly to our tasks, and 
so eager were we for their completion, that at the end of ten 
days we had each finished our own with great skill and elegance. 
Lucagnolo’s was a very large vase designed for the table of 
Pope Clement, into which at dinner-time were thrown bones 
and the rinds of fruits. It was made rather for display than 
necessity. The vase was adorned with two fine handles, with 
masks l^th big and little, and clumps of beautiful foliage, and 
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all worked with such perfect ^ce and art that I declared it 
to be the finest thing of the kind I had ever seen. Whereupon 
Lucagnolo, thinking he had convinced me of my mistake, said, 
“Your own work seems just as beautiful to me; but soon we 
shall see the difference between them.” So, taking up his vase, 
he carried it to the Pope, who was entirely sat&fied with it, 
and ordered him to be paid at once according to the standard of 
payment for works on that scale. Meanwhile I took my jewel 
to the lady, Madonna Porzia, who was altogether astonished, 
and said I had far surpassed die promise I had made her. Then 
she went on to say I might ask whatever I liked for my pains, 
for to her mind my deserts were such that, were she to give me 
a castle, she would hardly think me paid. But since that she 
could not give me, she continued with a smile, I must ask 
something within her means. To this I replied that I could 
imagine no better reward than to have satisfied her ladyship. 
Then I, too, smiling, made her a reverence and took my leave, 
saying I desired no other recompense. Thereat Madonna Porzia 
turned to the Roman lady, and said, “See you, those virtues 
we believed to be in him keep good company, and have no 
dealings with vice.” And both of them were astonished. Then 
said Madonna Porzia, “ Benvenuto, my friend, have you never 
heard the saying that when the poor man gives to the rich the 
Devil laughs.^” Whereupon I answered, “Well, he has a deal of 
trouble, and for once Td like to see him merry”; but she re- 
joined, as I was going away, that on this occasion she had no 
desire to do him any such good turn. When I got back to my 
shop, Lucagnolo had the money for his vase in a little packet, 
and when I cameln he said, “ Now, as a test, put your earnings 
for. the jewel side by side with mine from the vase.” But I asked 
him to keep his money intact till next day. Then, inasmuch as 
my work was, of its kind, no less fine than his, I hoped to 
convince him so would be its reward. 

xxi. Next day Madonna Porzia sent her steward to my shop. 
He called me outside, and put into my hand a paper cornet 
full of money from his mistress, with a message that she did 
not wish the Devil to have all the fun; and explaining that what 
she had sent was not the full payment which my labours deserved 
— with many other courtesies of speech befitting such a lady. 
Lucagnolo, to whom it seemed a thousand years till he might 
compare his packet with mine, that very instant dasheij into 
the shop, where a dozen workmen and neighbours were gathered, 
all eager to ..ee the upshot of the contest. Taking up his placket 
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with a scornful laugh, and saying, ‘‘Ou! ou!'* over and over 
again, he poured the money noisily out on the coiAiter. There 
were five-and-twenty giulio crowns, and he thought to himself 
that my payment might come to four or five crowns di moneta. 
Hardly able to endure his cries, the mocking glances and the 
laughing of the bystanders, I gave a peep into my parcel, and 
saw that there was nothing in it but gold. So going to one end 
of the counter, keeping my eyes cast down the while, as quietly 
as possible I raised my packet high with both my hands, and 
made the money run out as if from a mill-hopper. Mine was 
twice as much as his; so that all the bystanders, who had been 
fixing somewhat disdainful eyes on me, now turned on him 
with cries of, “ Lucagnolo, Benvenuto’s coins are gold, and twice 
as many as yours, and they make a much better show ! ” I thought 
that from envy and shame the poor fellow would have fallen 
dead tliere and then. And though a third part of my money 
would come to him, for 1 was but his workman — and such is 
the custom that the workman receives two-thirds and the rest 
goes to thr ii* . ter of the shop— yet wild envy was stronger 
in him than avarice, though it should have been just the 
opposite, seeing that Lucagnolo was the son of a peasant of 
Jesi. Now he cursed his own art and those who had taught it 
to him, saying that from this time forward he would work no 
more at these big things, but would give himself entirely to 
silly toys like mine, since they were so w'ell paid. I, not a whit 
less angry, remarked that every bird sang its own song, and 
that his speech reeked of the low shanty he was born in. I 
stoutly maintained that I could succeed admirably in turning 
out such clumsy rubbish as his, while he would never attain to 
skill in my dainty toys. Then I left him in a rage, promising 
to prove my words ere long. The bystanders blamed him loudi v. 
looking on him as the boor he was, and holding me for the man 
I had shown myself to be. 

xxii. Next day I went to thank Madonna Porzia. But I told 
her ladyship she had done just the contrary of what she had 
said; for I had wished to make the Devil merry, and she had 
made him once more deny God. And so we laughed together 
pleasantly; and she gave me other fine and important pieces 
of work to do for her. 

In the meanwhile, through a pupil of Raffaello of Urbino 
the painter, I got a commission from the Bishop of Salamanca 
to make a great water-pot, of the kind called acqutreccia. which 
serve as sideboard ornaments. The bishop wished to have two 
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made of the same size, and commissioned Lucagnolo to make 
one, and me the other; and for the moulding of the vases we 
got a design from the painto:* Gianfrancesco, whom I have 
just mentioned. 

So I took the vase in hand with all the energy possible; and 
a Milan man, called Maestro Giovanpiero della Tasca, was good 
enough to give me a comer of his shop to work in. There I made 
my preparations, calculated the money I should need for some 
affairs I had in hand, and all the rest I sent to succour my 
good father. When he was on his way to cash it in Florence, 
he chanced on that fanatic who had been of the Eight when 
I had got into that little trouble, the very man who had insulted 
him by saying I was, of a certainty, going to be sent into the 
country with the lances. Now tliis fanatic had worthless sons, 
and so my father said to him, “Any man may get into trouble, 
especially a hot-tempered one, if he feel himself to be in the 
right, as my son did. But look at the rest of his life, and see how 
virtuously I have brought him up. I pray God in your behalf 
that your sons behave neither better nor worse to you than mine 
do to me. For God has enabled me to train them well ; and when 
my own strength could not avail, He Himself saved them for 
me out of your violent hands, and that when you least expected 
it.'^ And so leaving him, my father went and wrote all this to 
me, begging me for the love of God to play sometimes on my 
flute, and not waste the fine art which he had been at such 
pains to teach me. The letter was full of the most losing and 
fatherly words imaginable; so that it moved me to pious tears, 
and filled me wi\h the desire that, before he died. 1 might 
satisfy him killy on the count of music. So does God grant us 
all the lawful desires which we ask of ITim in faith. 

xxiii. While 1 was hard at w'ork on Salamanca’s fine vase 
I had as my .sole help a little lad, whom, at the earnest prayers 
of friends, and half against my own will, I had taken as appren- 
tice. This child, who was al)Out fourteen years old, was called 
Paolino, and he was the son of a Roman citizen, who lived on 
his rents. He was the best bred, the most honest, and the 
handsomest boy I have ever seen in my life; and for his modest 
ways and habits, Iiis wonderful beauty, and the great affection 
he bore me, I loved him with all the love the heart of rniMi can 
hold. This tenderness drew rne once more to music, that I might 
sit and watch liis lovely face, naturally so modest apd so 
melancholy, lighten at the sound. For when I took up my tirnet, 
there dawned there a smile so charming and so beautiftf that 
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I in nowise wonder at those fables which the Greeks wrote of 
the divine gods. Indeed^ had Paolino lived in those dsfys, perhaps 
he would have set them fabling still more extravagantly. Now 
Paolino had a sister called Faustina; and I think that the other 
Faustina, of whom there is such a talk in the ancient books, 
never was so fair. Sometimes he brought me home to their 
vine)rard, and, so far as I could judge, that worthy man, his 
father, would have willingly had me for his son-in-law. All this 
made me play a great deal more than 1 had been doing. It 
happened at that time that a certain Giangiacomo, a fifer from 
Cesena, who was in the Pope’s household, and a most admirable 
musician, sent word to me by Lorenzo, the trumpeter from 
Lucca — who to-day is in the service of our Duke — asking if 
I would help them for the Pope’s Ferragosto by playing the 
soprano part on my cornet in certain lo\'ely movements they 
had chosen for that day. Although I had the greatest desire 
to finish the fine vase I had begun, yet, since music has a mar- 
vellous power, and also that I might give some satisfaction to 
my old father, 1 consented to play in their company. So for 
eight days before the Ferragosto, and every day for two hours, 
we rehearsed together. Then on the appointed day in August 
we went to the Belvedere, and while Pope ('lement dined we 
played our well-rehearsed movements in such a fashion that the 
Pope declared he had never heard music more sweetly played, 
or more harmoniously. Calling Giangiacomo to nim, he asked 
him where and how he had managed to procure so good a 
soprano cornet, and inquired most minutely who I was. Gian- 
giacomo told him my name with all exactness, to which the 
Pope rejoined, “So he is the son of Maestro Giovanni.^” And 
he was told that it was so. Then the Pope said he wished to 
have me in his service among the other musi:i'ins. But Gian 
giacomo replied, “Most holy father, I have no hope of procurim* 
him for you; for his profession, to which he gives the whole of 
his time, is the goldsmith’s art, wherein he works with wonder- 
ful skill, drawing from it much more profit than he would from 
music.” Then said the Pope, “I want him all the more for his 
having a talent over and above the one I looked for. Settle on 
him the same salary you others have, and tell him from me to 
enter my service, and that I will give him quite enough daily 
employment in his other profession,” Then he handed him a 
hundred gold crowns of the Camera in a handkerchief, saying, 
“Divide them so that he may have his share.” Giangiacomo left 
the Pope and came and told me exactly all that his Holiness 
c 
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had said to him. Then he divided the money among the eight 
of us; andias he gave me my share said, “I am ^oing to inscribe 
you in the number of our company.” To which I answered, 
“Leave it for to-day; and to-morrow I shall give you the 
answer.” When I left them, I went on my way wondering if 
I should accept the proposal, knowing how harmful it would 
be, were I distracted from the great stupes of my art. The night 
foUowing, my father appeared to me in a dream, and with most 
loving tears, begged me for the love of God and of himself, to 
consent. In my dream I seemed to answer him that I would 
have nothing to do with it. Then suddenly I saw him in horrible 
guise, so that I was terrified, and he said, “ If you refuse, your 
father’s curse shall rest upon you. If you consent, you shall 
ever be blessed of me.” Waking up, in sheer fright I ran and 
had my name put down; and then I wrote to my old father, 
who, out of his excessive joy, fell into a sickness which brought 
him to the verge of death. But before long he wrote to me that 
he, too, had had almost the same dream as myself. 

xxiv. Now I had satisfied the modest wish of my dear father, 
methought all my affairs should advance to an honoured and 
glorious fulfilment. So I set myself with the greatest energy to 
finish the vase which I had begun for Salamanca. This bishop 
was a wonderful man, very rich, but most difficult to satisfy. 
Every day he sent to see what I had done; and every time his 
messenger did not find me, Salamanca fell into the greatest 
fury, swearing that he would take away the work from me 
and give it to another to finish. And that damname music was 
at the root of all the mischief. Still, with the greatest application 
I kept at the Ihing by day and by night; and when it reached 
a point where it might be showm, I took it to the bishop. But 
this only whetted his desire to see it finished, and I repented 
having let him get a .sight of it. At the end of three months 
I had completed the thing, having worked on it all the loveliest 
little animals and leaves and figures you can imagine. Without 
delay I sent it by the hands of my boy Paolino to that clever 
man Lucagnolo, of whom I have spoken above. And Paolino, 
with his infinite grace and beauty, s|>ake thus: “Messer Luca- 
gnolo, Benvenuto, mindful of his promises, sends you this as a 
sample of his work in your own gross manner, hoping that you 
have some of his own silly toys to show him in returnj.” When 
he had made an end, Lucagnolo took the vase in his hands, and 
looking at it long, he said to Paolino, “My pretty boy, tdl 
your master that he is a very clever man, and that I; beg him 
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to be my friend; and let's forget the past.” And very gladly 
did the modest and charming boy bring back th^ message. 
When the vase was taken home^ Salamanca wished it to be 
valued. At this valuation Lucagnolo was present, and he esti- 
mated it very high, praising it far above my own opinion of it. 
Then taking it in his hands, Salamanca, in true Spanish fashion, 
said, **I swear to God that I will put off paying him just as 
long as he has made me wait for it.” Hearing this I was very 
ill pleased, and cried a murrain upon Spain and whoever 
wished it well. 

Among its other fine ornaments, the vase had a handle all 
of a piece, and most elaborately contrived, which, by means of 
a spring, would stand right above the mouth. One day Mon- 
signor, from sheer vanity, was showing the vase to some Spanish 
gentlemen; and when his back was turned, one of them touched 
the handle very carelessly, and the delicate spring, which was 
not made to stand such clumsiness, broke in his hand. Seeing 
the damage he had done, he begged the butler who had charge 
of it to take It tu to the master who had made it, that it 
might be repaired without delay, promising any price that might 
be asked, if only it could be mended at once. Having got the 
vase back into my hsinds, I gave the desired promise, and 
repaired the thing. It had been brought to me before dinner, 
and two hours before sundown the messenger came back all 
of a sweat from having run the whole way, Monsignor having 
asked for it again to show to some other gentlemen. Indeed, 
the butler did not let me utter a word with his “Quick, quick! 
Let’s have the vase.” Whereupon I determined to take my 
own time, and not to let it out of my hands. So I said I was in 
no hurry to give it up. Then the servant got into a terrible fury, 
and made as if to pull out his sword with one hand, and with 
the other to force his way into the shop. But this at once I put 
a stop to with my own weapon, crying fiercely to him the while, 
“I shall not give it you. Go and tell Monsignor your master 
that I want the money for my work before it goes out of this 
shop.” The man, seeing nothing was to be gained by bullying, 
began to beseech me as if he were appe^ing to the Cross, 
promising that if only I would give it to him he would see 
after the payment. But these words turned me not at all from 
my purpose, and I only repeated what I had said. At last, 
despairing of the business, he swore he would come with a 
great band of Spaniards and cut me in pieces. Then off he went 
running: while I, w'ho thought there might be something in 
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this threat of their assassinating me^ determined bravely to 
defend my life. So I loaded an excellent little fowling-piece 
which I used for sport, saying to myself, “ Who robs me of my 
goods and my labours may take my life as well.” While I was 
arguing the matter with myself, up came a band of Spaniards 
headed by their majordomo, who with Spanish insolence ordered 
them to go in, take away the vase, and give me a good 
drubbing. Hearing this, I pointed my loaded gun at them, 
and shouted, “Infidels! Traitors! Do you dare thus attack 
houses and shops in a great city like Rome? As many of 
you thieves as come near this door 1 will shoot dead with 
this gun!” And taking aim at their leader, and making as if 
to draw the trigger, I cried, ” And you, you thief, who are egging 
them on, you shall be the first to fall.” W’ hereupon he ^tuck 
his spurs into his jennet and made off as hard as he could. All 
the neighbours rushed out at the noise; and some Roman gentle- 
men who were pas^ing, cried, “ Knock these infidels down ! WeVc 
on your side.” These words were said in such good earnest that 
the Spaniards took to flight : and they were forced to tell the 
whole affair to Monsignor. He, being a very haughty man, 
rated all those servants and officers of his soundly for havdng 
gone to such an extreme, and also for not having seen the 
thing through once they had begun it. Just then the painter who 
had had to do with the affair came in ; and Monsignor bade him 
go and tell me that, if 1 did not bring the vase at once, there 
would not be much left of me after he had finishecij but that 
if I returned it he w'ould pay me prumjvdy. Tliis did not frighten 
me in the least, and I let him know I should go straight and tell 
the Pope. However, his wrath and my fear both somewhat 
p*isaed off: and certain great Roman noblemen gave me their 
word that the bishop would not injure me. ^Vnd having the 
assurance, too, of being paid for my work, I provided my.self 
with a great dagger, put on my coat of mail, and arrived at 
Monsignor’s house. All his household were a.ssemblcd when I 
entered, Paolino after me, carrying the silver vase. It was like 
nothing more or less than passing through the Zodiac — for one 
was like a lion, another like a scorpion, and another like a crab 
— till at laht we reached the presence of that scoundrelly prelate, 
who spluttered out all the priestly Spanish rubbish you can 
imagine. But I never raised my head to look at him, nor an- 
swered ever a word, at which his anger seemed to grow. Then 
telling them to bring me writing materials, he ordered me to 
write with my own hand that I was well satisfied with his 
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payment of me. At that I raised my head and said right willingly 
would I do so, when I had seen the colour of his nfcney. The 
bishop fumed with rage, and insults and abuse rained thick. 
But in the end I got my money, wrote the acknowledgment, 
and, pleased and happy, went my way. 

XXV. J^ter, Pope Clement — who had seen the vase before 
this, though it was not shown him as my work — heard of the 
affair. He was much pleased with me, and sang my praises 
loud, saying publicly that he wished me all success. So Mon- 
signor Salamanca was very sorry for having bullied me as he 
hud done; and that we might be friends again, he sent me word 
by the same painter that lie would fain give me a great deal of 
imporjtant work to do. To this I replied that 1 was quite willing; 
but should like to be paid in advaiKT. Tins, too, came to the 
ears of Pope ('Icmcnt, and made him laugh heartily. Cardinal 
Cibo was with him at tlie time, and the Pope told him the whole 
story of my dispute with the bishop. 1‘hen turning to one of his 
ministers, he b^'de him to give me constant employment for the 
[)alMce. Cardinal KaIhj .^ent for me, and after ^ome pleasant 
talk, he ordered a vase from me larger than Salamanca's. So 
did Cardinal Cnrnaro and many others of the College, especially 
Ridolfi and Sulviati, 1 had commissions from all of them, so 
that my (warnings were very good. Madonna Porzia, of whom 
I have already spoken, advised me to open a ^hor of my own; 
and this I did. Indeed, I never stopped w(>rking for that noble 
and most worthy gentlewoman, who paid me li.mdsomely, and 
to whom I proliably owed my chance of showing the world 
I w'as good for something. I became very friendly with Signor 
Gabriele Cescrino, Gonfalonier of Rome; and for him I did a 
great deal of work, amongst other notable things a large gold 
medal to wear in a hat. 'Phe engraved <lesign it was Leda 
with her swan. Being much pleased with my work, he said he 
would like to have it valued so that I might be fairly paid. 
But the medal had been made w'ilh great skill, .ind the valiu.s 
in the trade put a much higher price on it llian he had thought 
it would cost. And so I kept the medal in my own hands, and 
got nothing at all for my pains. This affair of the medal turned 
out very like that of Salamanca’s vase; but that these matters 
may not take up .space whicli belongs to more important things, 
1 shall pass them over briefly. 

xxvi. Even though I break off a little from the story of my 
professional career, I must -since I am writing my life— tell 
shortly sonictliing of other matters, though not in minute 
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detail. Well, one St. John's morning I was dining with some of 
my compatriots of diverse professions— painters, sculptors, and 
goldsmiths. Among the notable men were Rosso the painter, 
and Gianfrancesco, a pupil of Raffaello of Urbino, There were 
others, too. I had assembled them at our meeting-place very 
informally, and we were all laughing and jesting as men will 
do when they get logetlier to rejoice on such a great festival. 
Now there happened to pass the house a feather-brained youth, 
who was a soldier belonging to the company of Signor Rienzo 
da Ceri. Hearing our noise he made mock of us, and cast insults 
on our Florentine nation. Since I was the host of all those 
distinguished men, it seemed right to lake the insults to myself. 
So quietly, without any one seeing me, I went out and accosted 
the fellow. He had one of his loose women with him, and he 
was going on with his ribald jesting to make her laugh. Going 
up to him, I asked liiin if it was he had been bold cnougli to speak 
ill of the IHorentines : and he flashed back, “ Yes, Tm the man.” 
Hearing w'hich, 1 up with my hand and struck him in the face, 
saying, “Well, and I'm tlie other man.” In a trice each of us 
had out his sw’ord; but our fight had no sooner begun than 
people came between though most of them took my part 
rather than his, convinced by what they heard and ^aw that 
I was in the right. Next day a challenge from him was j)roiiglU 
to me. w^hich 1 received very gladly, saying this w<is a thing 
1 couhl put through much more speedily than anything per- 
tiiiniiig to my own business. So without delay 1 wy^t off to take 
counsel with a veteran called Bevilacqua, who had the name 
of being the first swordsman in Italy— for in his time he had 
fought more than twenty duels, and come out of them all w'ith 
honour. This worthy man was a great friend of mine. I w^as 
known to him as a gold.smith, and, besides, he had been metliator 
between me and others in certain serious quarreh. So now with 
right good will he said, “Benvenuto, my friend, if Mars had 
challenged you, I'm sure you*d come out of the business with 
honour; for in all the years i have known you, I have never 
seen you enter a quarrel without right on your side.” So he 
undert<jok rny affair. Then we went armed to the appointed 
place; but no bluod was shed. My enemy sought for peace, 
and I came out of the thing with great credit. I shall go into 
no more particulars, for though they would be very intere.sting 
of their kind, I shall rather keep my words to speak of my art, 
which is the thing that has drawn me on to all this scribbling. 
And about that I have only too much to say. 
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Although, moved by an honest ambition, I was desirous to 
do some other work which should be as good as, or evfti surpass, 
that of the able man Lucagnolo, yet I never foi-sook my own 
delightful jeweller’s art; so that between one thing and another 
a great deal of profit and honour accrued to me, and in both 
arts I worked constantly, copying no man’s designs. In those 
days there lived in Rome a very clever Perugian, Lautizio by 
name, who worked only in one branch of art, where he was 
unique in all the world. Now in Rome every cardinal has a seal, 
on which is stamped his title, 'rhesc seals are about the size of 
a twelve-year-old child’s hand; and, as I have just said, the 
cardinal’s title is cut on them along with diverse figure orna- 
ments. For a good seal of the kind a hundred crowns, or even 
more, would be paid. Now I felt spurred to an honourable 
rivalry with this man also, though his art was far removed from 
the goldsmith’s business — which, indeed, was the reason why 
T^utizio knew no other craft save seal-making. So I set myself 
to practise this one, and although I found it very difficult, yet 
I never tireu of ihe labour it imposed on me, and gave all my 
energies to profit and to progress. There was another most 
excellent and clever man in Rome, who hailed from Milan, 
Messer Caradosso by name. He worked only at medals chiselled 
on thin plates and such-like things ; paxes, for instance, in half- 
relief, and various Christs of the length of your palm, made of 
the thinnest gold plates, and so skilfully worked that I looked 
on him as the best master in this line I had ever seen, and envied 
him more than any one else. Then again there were masters 
who worked at medals cut in ^teel, which are patterns and 
absolute guides to whoever would perfect himself in the art of 
coin-making. .\nd all those diverse crafts I set myself to learn 
with the greatest eagerness. Then think of the charming art ut 
enamelling, whicli I never saw belter lione by any one than by 
a Florentine called Amerigo, whom I did not know, but whose 
marvellous works I was well acquainted with. Nowhere 
I seen any one who came near him in genius. :Vnd to this kind 
of work 1 betook myself with energy, though it is exceedingly 
difficult, having regard to the fire to which the finished works 
must be subjected, and which often utterly ruins them. But 
though I found it no easy matter, yet such pleasure did 1 take 
in it that its great difficulties were a lest to me. /\nd this sprang 
from a special gift lent me by the God of Nature, a tempera- 
ment so lieulthy and well-proportioned that I could confidently 
carry out whatever I had made up my mind to do. These arts 
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I have been speaking of are entirely different from one another, 
so that a cnon skilled in one of them rarely attains to equal 
success in any other, whereas I strove with my whole strength 
after them equally; and in its own place I shall show that 
I succeeded. 

xxvii. At this time, when I was a young man of twenty-three 
or thereabouts, so terrible a pestilence broke out that in Rome 
every day many thousands died of it. Being somewhat afr^d, 
f began to take recreation of a kind to my liking, drawn thereto 
for a reason which I shall relate. I was in the habit of going on 
fete days to the ancient monuments, and there making copies, 
now modelling in wax, and now drawing. As these old places 
are all in ruins, a great number of pigeons have taken to breed 
there, and I took it into my head I should like to have a shot 
at them. So thus, to avoid contact with other people, for 1 was 
afraid of the plague, I put my gun on the shoulders of my 
Paolino, and he and I by ourselves set off for the ruins; and, 
as it came about, many a time I returned laden with fine fat 
pigeons, I never liked loading my gun with more than one ball, 
so that it was by real marksman':! skill I brought down so many. 
My gun I had made myself, and inside and outside it shone 
like a miiror. With my own hand, too, I made the finest powder, 
discovering w'onderful secrets, which to this day are unknown 
to any one else. I will not enlarge on the matter, but just give 
one hint to astonish skilled sportsmen. It is this— that with 
a charge a fifth of the weight of my ball, it carried two hundred 
paces point-blank. Now although the great pleiisu re "which I got 
from sport might seem to have distracted me from my art and 
my studies—aftd it really did so — yet in another sense it gave 
me mucli more than it took away, for every time I went out 
shooting, my health was much the better for it, the air putting 
fresh vigour into me. I am naturally of a melancholy temper, 
but while I was amusing myself in this way I grew light-hearted, 
and bo I worked the better and with more skill than when I 
had no distraction from my studies and the exercise of my art. 
Thus in the end my gun was more of a gain than a loss to me. 

Besides, while I was engaged in this amusement, I made 
the acquaintance of some collectors, who followed in the steps 
of those Lorn barf I peasants who used to come and dig the 
vineyards in the due season. In turning up the soil they would 
find antique medals, agates, chrysoprascs, cornelians, cameos, 
and even prcfious stones like emcrald-s, sapphires, diamonds, 
and rubit-j. The collectors sometimes got such things from the 
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peasants for trifling sums; and so now and then — indeed fre- 
quently — I bought them from the curiosity-hunters^for as many 
golden crowns as they had given giulios. Apart from the con- 
siderable gain 1 drew from the business^ tenfold and more, my 
collection made me welcome amongst not a few of the Roman 
cardinals. But I shall only mention the most notable and rarest 
of these treasures. Among many other things there came into 
my hands a dolphin’s head about the size of a big voting-bean. 
Now though the head was very beautifully fashioned, the 
material much surpassed the art; for this emerald was of so 
lovely a colour that he who bought it from me for a score or so 
of crowns, had it set for a ring and got hundreds for it. Then 
there was another thing, namely, a head made out of the finest 
topaz that ever was seen; and here the art was as good as the 
material. It was about the size of a big hazel-nut, and the 
carving of the head of Minerva was as exquisite as you can 
imagine. And then there was still another—a cameo on which 
was cut Hercules binding the three-headed Cerberus. This was 
of such beauty and artistic skill that our great 

Michel Agnolo himself said he had never seen so marvellous 
a thing. Among a great many bronze medals I got hold of one 
with a head of Jupiter on it. It was larger tlian any I had ever 
seen, and the heacl wus fashioned to perfection. On its beautiful 
reverse were some little figures just as well modelled. I could 
talk a long time about this, but I will say no more, lest I grow 
too lengthy. 

xxviii. As T ha\c already told, the plague had broken out 
in Rome. Although I am now about to turn back a little in 
my story, I shall not be deviating from my plan. There came to 
Rome a very great surgeon called Maestro Giacomo da Carpi 
This clever man, in the course of his other prof,..'.donal duties 
took certain desperate cases of the French evil. Now in Rome 
priests are particularly liable to this disease, especially the 
richest of them. Well, when this distinguished man became 
known, he declared he would cure the malady in the most 
marvellous fashion by means of fumigations. But before begin- 
ning a cure he first bargained for his fees, and it was by hundreds 
and not by lens of crowns that thc.se were reckoned. Now this 
clever man had a great understanding of the art of design. 
One day, passing my shop by chance, he saw a collection of 
drawings I had lying about, among which were some of fantastic 
little vases 1 had designed for my own pleasure, entirely different 
from any that had ever been seen before. Maestro Giacomo 
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wished me to make some for him in silver, and this I did with 
all the good* will in the world, for it fell in with my fancy. 
Although the distinguished man paid me very well for them, 
the honour it brought me was a hundred times more; for the 
best men in the goldsmith's trade said they had never seen 
anything more beautiful or better executed. No sooner had I 
finished than he showed them to the Pope; and next day he took 
his departure. He was very learned, and could speak admirably 
on the subject of medicine. The Pope wished him to remain in 
his service; but Carpi said he would not be in the service of 
any one in the world, and whoever wanted him might come and 
seek him. A very shrewd person he was, too, and he did wisely 
in leading Rome; for not many months after, all those whom 
he had treated were a hundred limes worse than before ; and he 
would have been killed had he stopped. He showed my little 
vases to many noblemen, amongst others to his Excellency the 
Duke of Ferrara, telling him how he had got them from a great 
lord in Rome, to whom he had said, if he would be cured of his 
malady, he must give him the tw'o vases. The lord had replied 
that they were antiques, and offered him anything else of a 
portable size, if he but left him those. Girpi's tale was that he 
pretended he would not treiit him, and then he got his way. 
This I was told by Messer Alberto Bendedio in Ferrara, who 
very pompously showed me some terra-cotta copies of them. 
Whereat I laughed, and as I said nothing, Messer Alberto 
Bendedio, who was a proud man, flew into a mge and said, 
“You laugh, eh? But I tell you that for a thousand years back 
not a man has come into the world whi) could do as much as 
copy them/' Then I, so as not to do harm to their reputation, 
kept my mouth shut . but .stood looking at them in dumb wonder. 
Several noblemen in Rome -some of them my friends -said of 
these works that they had a marvellously antique look ; and, 
emboldened by this appreciation, I confes.^ed I was their maker. 
They refused to believe it; therefore, in order to retain their 
credit, I was forced to prove my claim by making the designs 
for them over again ; for my word was not enough, seeing that 
Maestro Giacomo had shrewdly carried off the old drawings. 
But I did not come badly out of this little affair. 

xxix. Still the plague raged on for many months, but I had 
kept it at a distance. .Many of my comrades had died, yet I 
remained safe and free from infection. Now it happenecl one 
night that one of my intimate acquaintances brought a Bolo- 
gnese prostitute called Faustina home to supper. She wass a very 
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beautiful woman, though she was about thirty years old; and 
she had with her a little maid of thirteen or fourfeen. Now as 
Faustina was my friend’s property, I would not have had any 
dealings with her for all the gold in tlie world; and although 
she said she was much in love with me, I never swerved from 
my loyalty to my friend. But after they were in bed, I ran off 
with the little maid, who was as fresh as fresh ; and it would have 
been a bad job for her if her mistress had known. So I spent a 
much pleasanter night than if 1 had had the mistress Faustina. 
Next day when dinner time came near, I was tired and hungry 
as after a walk of many miles. Then I was seized with a violent 
headache; swellings rose in my left arm, and I discovered a 
carbuncle just by my left wrist-bone. Every one in the house 
was terrified; my friend, the big cow, and the little calf all fled 
away, and I was left alone with my poor little shop-boy, who 
refused to leave me. I felt suffocated, and I looked on myself 
as a dead man. Just then the father of my apprentice passed 
by, who wa^’ Fardinal Jacobacci’s household physician. The 
boy ran out to meet him, crying, ‘'Come, father, and see Ben- 
venuto, who is in bed, and not very well.” Not thinking what 
my illness might be, he came in at once, felt my pulse, and then 
too clearly saw what he would fain liave been blind to. Turn- 
ing quickly on his .jOn, he cried, “0 you faithlcs.s boy, you 
have ruined me! How can I ever again go into the Cardinal’s 
presence?” To which the boy replied, ‘‘My master, father, is 
worth more than all the cardinals in Rome.” Then turning to 
me, the doctor said, “Now that I am here I will treat you. 
Only of one thing I warn you, that if you have been with a 
woman, there is no help for you.” To this I answered, “I was 
with one last night,” “With what sort of creature?” asked the 
doctor, “and how long?” “The whole night,” 1 replied, “and 
with a very young girl” Then seeing he had spoken rashly, he 
made haste to add, “Since the sores are still fresh and not 
putrid, and since there has been no delay about the remedy, 
do not be over-anxious, for I certainly hope to cure you.” WTien 
he had treated me and gone away, there came in one of my 
dearest friends, called Gio\'anni Rigogli, who grieved over my 
illness, and at my solitary condition. “Depend upon it, Ben- 
venuto, my friend,” he said, “ 1 shall never leave you till I set 
you cured.” Then I told him not to come near me, for I was 
doomed. Only I begged him to be good enough to take a quantity 
of crown pieces that were in a little box near my bed, and, as 
soon as God should have taken me from the world, to send them 
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to my poor ^father. He was to write to him cheerfully how I, 
too, had succumbed to the common fate of that terrible season. 
But my dear friend swore he would not be parted from me for 
anything; and whatever should cx)me to pass, were it good or 
ill, he knew quite well what it behoved him to do for his friend. 
So we went on by the help of God ; and, thanks to the marvellous 
remedies which were applied, a great improvement set in, and 
I came happily out of that terrible illness. While still the wound 
was open, but stuffed with lint and bandaged, I used to ride 
about on a little wild horse I had. It had hair four fingers long, 
was just the size of a young bear — and, indeed, looked very 
much like one. On it I rode away to find the painter Rossf), 
who was living outside Rome, towards Civit^ Vecchia, at a 
place called Cervetera, on the estate of the Count of Anguillara. 
I fouml my friend, who was delighted to see me. VV^hereupon 
1 said to him, “I am come to do to you what you did to me 
many months ago.’^ At that he burst out laughing, and em- 
bracing and kissing me, told me to be quiet for the Count's 
sake. Thus happily I stopped there about a month, eating and 
drinking of the best, and made much of by the Count. Every 
day I went off by my'^clf to the sea-shore, and there dismount- 
ing, ased to gather curious and beautiful |x*bbles, shell-fi>h, and 
shells. The la^^t day I went there I was atta('k(‘d by a number 
of masked men. who had disembarked from a .Moorish galley. 
When they thought they had got me into a corner, whence it 
did not seem jjossible for me to escape from their hands, I 
sprang upon my pc^ny, making'up my mind that in the perilous 
pass 1 had come to, it was now a choice of being shot or drowned. 
But, as God willed, my little horse, which was the one I have 
spoken of aliove, took an extraordinary leap, and I made off, 
giving thanks to Heaven. I told the (ount all al)out it, and he 
went armed in their pursuit; but their m\lley was already 
out at sea. Next day I went buck to Rome in good health 
and spirit'!. 

XXX. By this time the plague had almost pissed away, and 
all who surviveil lived a merry life and made much of each 
other. From tliis ilu-rc sprang up a society of painters, sculptors, 
and goldsmiths, the tet in Rome; and the founder of it was a 
sculptor. .Michel Agnolo. This Mkhcl Agnolo came frqm Siena. 
He was a very clever man, one who could bear comparison with 
any in his profes.sion; hut above everything else the pleasantest 
and mo.st affectionate fellow in the world. He was tlie eldest 
in years, but having regard to bodily strength, the youngest 
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of us all. We used to meet at least twice every week without 
fail. I must not forget to say that to this compafiy belonged 
Giulio Romano^ the painter, and Gianfrancesco, both distin- 
guished pupils of the great ^ffaello of Urbino. When we had 
been meeting over and over again, our great master of the 
ceremonies suggested that the Sunday following we should all 
come to supper at his house, and that every one should be 
obliged to bring with him his “crow”- -such was the name 
Michel Agnolo gave to these ladies. If any man failed to bring 
one, he should be fined a supper to the whole club. W^hoever of 
us had no traffic with such women of the town, had to provide 
himself with one, at whatever expense and trouble, that he 
might net be shamed among all the great artists at the supper. 
Now I had thought 1 w'as very well provided for in a pretty 
girl called Pantasilea, who was very much in love with m*'; 
but I W'as forced to concede her to one of my best friends called 
Bachiacca, wlio had been, and still was, N-ery amorous of her. 
This gave rise to a slight lover’s quarrel, for when she saw' that 
I gave her up t.) uacliiacca without a word, she thought 1 held 
her of very little account. Out of this there grew a very big 
affair in the course of time, when she wished to revenge herself 
for the slight I had put upon her ; but that I shall recount in its 
own place. Now as the hour drew near when we were to present 
ourselves to the worthy assembly, each man with his “crow,” 
I found myself with nobody. I thought it would be ridiculous 
to fail for so silly a reason, yet 1 could not make up my mind to 
take some foul drab under my wing into such a distinguished 
company. Then I bethought me of a pleasant je.st which might 
add to our amusement. So ha^'ing made up my mind on the 
point, 1 called a young lad of sixteen who li\cd near me, th« 
son of a Sf>ani.sh coppersmith. This youth was giving himself 
to Latin letters, and was very studious. His name was Diego. 
He was handsome, and had a marvellously beautiful complexion, 
while the moulding of his head was even more beautiful tlidn 
that of an antique .\ntinous: and many a time had I drawn 
him, and had got much reputation where I had used him as a 
model. The boy was acquainted with no one, so that he was 
not know'n. He drcs.'jed in a careless, slovenl}' fashion, the one 
thing he loved being his precious studies. Calling him into my 
house, I begged him to let me deck him out in the women’s 
garments 1 had got ready. He made no objection, and put on 
the things at once. By dressing his hair in elegant fashion I 
much enhanced the beauty of his face, and I put rings in his 
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ears. These rings were split; and only clipped the ears, which 
had, nevertheless, the look of being pierced. After that I put 
round his neck a golden necklace, set with beautiful and rich 
jewels; and I adorned his pretty hands with rings. Then I led 
iiim gently by the ear in front of my large mirror; and when 
the boy saw himself, he called out lustily, ‘‘Gracious Heaven! 
is this Di^o.^**’ Whereupon I answered, “Yes, it is Diego, of 
whom I have never yet asked a favour. Now all I ask of him is 
that he oblige me in an honest thing — to wit, that in these 
garments he come to supper with the distinguished company 
of artists of whom many a time I have spoken to him.” The 
lad, who was modest, honest, and intelligent, lost his confidence 
of a moment ago, looked on the ground, and remained so some 
time without speaking a word. Then all at once he lifted his 
eyes, and said, “With Benvenuto I am ready to go. So now 
let us set off.” 

Wrapping up his head in a great kerchief, which in Rome 
they call a summer cloth, we came to the appointed place, 
where already everybody else was assembled ; and they all gave 
us greeting. When I took the kerchief from my pretty one’s 
head, Michel Agnolo, who, as I said before, was the drollest 
and pleasantest man in the w'orld, seized Giulio with one hand 
and Giovanfrance.sro with the other — he was sitting between 
them — and with all his strength forced them to bow down; 
while kneeling on the ground himself he begged for mcroy, and 
called to all the company, saying, “ l.x)ok, look, of^uch are the 
angels of Paradise- for though they are called angels {Angeli), 
yet are there some in women’s form (Angiole)” Then he cried 
aloud— 

‘';\ngcl of goodness, angel fair. 

Save and bless me! Hear iny prayer!” 

At this my charming creature laughed, and witii “her” right 
hand gave liim a papal benediction, saying many pretty things 
besides. Then rising to liis feet, Michel Agnolo said, “We kiss 
the Pope's feet, but wc kiss the angels’ cheeks”; and when he 
suited the action to the word, the youth flushed, and so did 
his beauty ^ow the more. 

When this had been gone through, the whole room was 
found to be full of sonnets, which we had all made and sent 
to Michel Agnolo. The youth began to read them aloud, and as 
he did so, his wonderful lieauly grew beyond tellitig. Tlicn 
followed a great deal of talk, which I will not set down here, 
for it is b^ide my purpose. Only one jest I must not omit, 
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which was uttered by the great painter Giulio. Looking shrew<My 
round the room, but letting his eyes re.t longer dn the ladies 
than on us, he turned to Michel Agnolo and said, Michel 
Agnolo, dear friend, your nickname of ‘crow' is very suitable 
to-day, though, indeed, they seem even less lovely than crows 
by the side of one of the loveliest peacocks imaginable.” 

The viands being prepared, and we about to sit down, Giulio 
begged us to let him appoint our places at table. This being 
granted, he took the ladies by the hand, and led each in turn 
to the inner side of the board, and placed my companion in 
the middle. Then he arranged all the men on the outside, with 
me in the centre; for he said T deserved every honour. As a 
background to the ladies, there was a trellis covered with 
natural jasmine blossoms at their fairest, so becoming to them 
all, but especially to mine, that words must fail to tell it. And so 
we all gave ourselves up to the enjoyment of that rich supper, 
where every good thing was most abundantly provided. After 
we had supped, singer.', accompanied by instruments enter- 
tained us with wonderful music, and since they sang and played 
out of books, my lovely creature requested to sing a part too. 
Then when “she” performed her role almost better than the 
others, the astonishment was so great that Giulio and Michel 
Agnolo no longer spoke of her jestingly, as at first, but their 
words were grave, serious, and full of real admiration. 

After the music, a certain Aurelio Ascolano, a marvellous 
improvisatore, began to speak the praises of the ladies in divine 
and beautiful fashion, yet while hi.s rhythmic words flowed out, 
the two ladies who sat by my fair one never stopped chattering. 
One of them told the story of her own misfortune; and the 
other asked my charmer how it had happened with her, and 
who were her friends, and how' long she haa been at Rome, 
and much else of the kind. Of course, if I had nothing bettei 
to do than to describe all the amusing little incidents that 
occurred, I could tell of many which arose out of Pantasil.a’s 
infatuation for me. But .such things being not in my plan, I 
pass them over briefly. Now the conversation of those horrid 
women began to annoy my “girl” — to whom, by the way, we 
had given the name of Pomona; and Pomona, in her effort to 
escape from their foolish talk, turned now to one side and now' 
to the other. Then the woman whom Giulio had brought asked 
her if she felt ill. She said yes, and that she believed she was a 
month or so gone with child, and that she was suffering great 
pain. The two who sat one on each side of her were at once 
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full of compassion^ anci^ putting their hands on her, found she 
was a boy. ^ickly withdrawing their hands, they got up from 
the table, flinging words at her as might have befitted a hand- 
some youth. Then cnes broke out on all sides, and in the midst 
of the laughter and the astonishment, Michel Agnolo asked 
leave of all to impose on me a penance of his own fashioning. 
This granted, he hoisted me up, amid the loud cries of the 
guests, calling out, ** Viva il signore! Viva il signore!” And this, 
said he, was the penance I merited, for having played them 
so fine a trick. Thus ended that very merry supper and that 
pleasant day; and we all went home. 

xxxi. If 1 were to describe minutely the kind and the number 
of works which I made for all sorts of people, my story would 
be too long. All I need say is, that I strove with every effort 
and diligence to attain skill in all the various arts of which 1 
have already spoken. At this time I was practising the whole 
of them side by side. I have not yet found an opportunity of 
telling of the most important things I was engaged on, but 
I sh^ wait for a more fitting place, which will soon come. 
Michel Agnolo, the Sienese sculptor, was now at work on the 
tomb of the dead Pope Adrian. The painter Giulio Romano 
left us for the service of the Marquis of Mantua. The other 
comrades were scattered, one here, one there, on business of 
their own; so that the company of artists I have spoken of 
was almost entirely dispersed. 

About this time there came into my hands some4ittle Turkish 
daggers. Their handles as well as their blades were of steel ; 
and even the ??hcaths were of the same material. On them were 
chased, with iron gravers, groups of delightful foliage in the Turk- 
ish manner, and the .sj>aces were filled in with gilt. 1 was seized 
with a great desire to prove myself in a kind of art so different 
from the others I had tried; and finding that 1 succeeded 
admirably, I made several things of the kind. .Mine were far 
finer and more lasting than the Turkish ones, for several 
reasons. In the first place, with my graver 1 cut much deeper 
and with a wider scoop than is ever seen in Turkish work. Then, 
again, the Turkish designs arc only the leaves of the Egyptian 
bean, mingled with sun-flowers; and though these have a 
certain grace of their own, one gets tired of tnem sooner than 
of our arabesques. Of cour>e. in Italy we design in many 

different fashions. The lx)mbards have a charming way of 
arrangir,' ivy and bryony in their patterns with tte loveliest 
turns and lwi'>ia, which give delight to the eye. Then the 
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Tuscans and the Romans make even a better choice, counter- 
feiting the leaves of the acanthus, calkd bear's fool:, with its 
stems and flowers winding variously about; and amongst the 
foliage may be fittingly set divers little figures of birds or 
animals, which display the designer's fancy. Some of their 
patterns they find in nature, among wild flowers — those called 
snap-dragons, for instance, and these are not the only ones 
which clever artists work in along with their other pretty 
fantasies. Such things are called by the ignorant “grotesques." 
They have got this name in modern times from having been 
found by antiquaries in certain underground caves in Rome, 
these caves having been in ancient times chambers, bath- 
houses, studies, halls, and such like. The antiquaries finding 
them in those cavernous places — ^for while the ground has 
been raised in the course of time, these chambers have remained 
below, and in Rome are called grottos — whence has sprung the 
term “grotesques." But this is not their right name. The ancients 
delighted in drawing creatures, for the different parts of which 
they took hmti trom goats and cows and horses, and they called 
these curious mixtures by the name of monsters; so do our 
craftsmen compose from their medley of leaves another sort 
of monster. Therefore, monsters, not grotesques, is their real 
name. And when I designed foliage after this fashion, my work 
was much finer than the Turkish. 

Now about this time I came across some vases, or little 
antique urns, filled with ashes. Among the ashes I found iron 
rings worked in gold by the andents, in each of which was set 
a little shell. I inquired of scholars, who said these rings were 
worn by such as did greatly desire to remain with minds un- 
moved in the midst of any extraordinary occurrence, whether 
it brought them good or evil. At the request of some gentle- 
men, who were great friends of mine, I therefore set about 
making some of those little rings. But I made mine of fine 
tempered steel, and when they were delicately chased and inlaid 
with gold, they were very beautiful objects; and for making one 
of them I sometimes got more than forty crowns. 

In those days little gold medals were much in fashion, and 
noblemen and men of rank had some emblem of their own 
devising engraved on these, and they wore them in their caps. 
I made a great many, and it was no easy task. Now Caradosso, 
the very clever artist of whom I have already spoken, did this 
kind of work; and as his designs contained more than one 
figure, he would not sell them for less than a hundred gold crowns 
D 
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apiece. So I was preferred to him by certain gentlemen, yet 
not so mifch on account of his high prices as because he was a 
slow worker. For these customers I made, amongst other things, 
a medal in competition with this great artist. There were four 
figures in it, over which I took a great deal of trouble. Now as 
it fell out, when these nobles and gentlemen put mine along- 
side that of the famous Caradosso, they declared it to be much 
better made and more beautiful, and said I might ask what- 
ever I liked for my trouble — for as I had given them full satis- 
faction, they wished to do no less for me. Whereupon I said the 
best reward of my labours, and the one I most desired, was to 
have equalled the work of so accomplished a man, and that if 
their honours were of this opinion I held myself to be hand- 
somely paid. And thus I took my leave. Without delay they 
sent after me so liberal a present that I was content; and so 
strong a desire to do well grew within me that it was the 
starting-point of what will be heard of by and by. 

xxxii. Now must I diverge a little from the story of my 
profession, having a mind to tell of certain unfortunate occur- 
rences which have happened in my toilsome life. I have already 
.spoken of that company of artists and of the amusing incidents 
brought about by my connection with the lady Pantasilea, who 
bore me that false and burdensome love. She was terribly angry 
with me for that jest of mine—1 mean when Diego the Spaniard 
came to the supper-party 1 have spoken of — and she had sworn 
to have her revenge. Now, as I am going to relate, arroppor- 
tunity for the same in due course arose, which put my life in 
the greatest dangerr Here I must tell that a young man called 
Luigi Pulci came to Rome about this time. He was the son of 
the Pulci who was beheaded for incest with his daughter. Now 
this young man had a marvellous poetic talent, with a know- 
ledge of good Latin letters, and he wrote well. In person he was 
extraordinarily handsome and graceful ; he had left the service 
of I do not know which bishop, and was stricken with the 
French evil. Wlien he was a boy in Florence, it was the custom 
on summer nights to assemble in certain places out of doors; 
and on such occasions he would sing with the best of the 
improvisatori. His voice was so beautiful that the divine Michel 
Agnolo Buonarroti, prince of sculptors and painters, would go 
and hear him with the greatest eagerness and pleasure when- 
ever he knew where he could be found. And a certain man 
called Piloto, a very clever goldsmith, and myself used to: go 
along with him. It was so 1 had got acquainted with L^igi 
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Pulci. That had been years ago^ and now in a wretclied condition 
he came to Rome, found me out, and begged me t 9 help him 
for the love of God. Moved by compassion, partly on account 
of his great talents, partly for love of my native place, and 
also because by nature I am tender-hearted, I took him into 
my house, and had him treated by a physician. As he was still 
young, he soon recovered. But while he was seeking his health 
he studied continually, and I helped him to procure as many 
books as I could. So Luigi, aware of the great benefits he was 
receiving from me, thanked me over and over again, by words 
and by tears, saying that if God ever put the chance in his way, 
he would recompense me for all I had done for him. 1 answered 
that I had done not what I should have wislied, but what I 
could; and that it was the duty of human creatures to help 
one another. Only, I reminded him that the kindnes.'. I had done 
to him he should return to whosoever might need his help as 
much as he liad needed mine; likewise, that he should treat me 
as a friend, I was indeed his. 

Very soon tais young man began to haunt the Court of Rome, 
where he soon found a place for himself ; and ere long he entered 
into an arrangement with a bishop of eighty years of age, who 
was called Gurgensis. Tliis bishop had a nephew called Messer 
Giovanni, a Venetian gentleman. Now Messer Giovanni seemed 
to be much enamoured of Luigi Pulci ’s talents^ and these were 
a pretext for his making the young man as much at home in 
the houseliold as he was himself. Luigi having spoken of me, 
and of his great obligations to me, Messer Giovanni wished to 
make my acquaintance. So one evening when I was ^ving a 
little supper to Pantasilea, just tis we were going to sit down 
to tabic, Messer Giovanni came in along with Luigi Pulci, 53 nd 
after some formalities, stayed to eat with us. As soon as the 
brazen-faced whore set eyes on the fair youth, she had her 
designs on him. Seeing this, as soon as our pleasant supper was 
over, I called Luigi aside and told him that for the sake oi the 
kindness he owned I had done him, lie must never seek the 
company of that prostitute. His reply was, ‘‘Alas, my friend 
Benvenuto, do you take me then for a madman ?*’ “Not for a 
madman, but for a young man,” I answered; “and I swear to 
you by God that I have no thought of her at all, but I should 
be very sorry if through her you broke your neck.” Whereupon 
he swore and called God to witness that if ever he spoke to her 
he might break his neck upon the spot. The poor young fellow 
must have swom this oath to God with all his heart, for he 
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did^ indeed^ break his neck, as shall soon be told. Messer Gio- 
vanni, it could be seen, loved him in an unnatural fashion. 
Every day we saw the youth with new suits of velvet and silk, 
and perceived he was all given up to evil ways and was neglecting 
his wonderful talents. He pretended not to see me, nor to 
know me; for I had reproa^ed him with giving himself over 
as a prey to hideous vices, which would be the death of him 
one (ky, as I had said. 

xxxiii. Now his friend Messer Giovanni bought a very fine 
black horse for him, for which he paid a hundred and fifty 
crowns. The horse was admirably trained, and Luigi went cara^ 
colling round on it, paying his attentions to the prostitute 
Pantasilea. I was aware of what was going on, but gave no 
heed, saying to m3rself that a man must do what he must; and 
I bent all my mind to my studies. Now it happened that one 
Sunday evening we were invited to supper with Michel Agnolo, 
the Sienese sculptor; and it was summer-time. To this supper 
came Bachiacca, of whom I have already spoken, and he 
brought wth him Pantasilea, his first love. At table she was 
seated between me and Bachiacca. But just in the middle of 
supper she got up, saying she wished to retire, for she was in 
pain, but that she would soon return. In the meanwhile we went 
on pleasantly talking and supping, and she stopped away a 
long time. Now it happened that being on the alert, I felt sure 
I heard something like muffled laughter in the street. I had the 
knife in my hand which I had been using at table. The window 
was so near that by stretching a little I could see Luigi Pulci 
outside with Pantasilea, and I heard Luigi saying, “Oh, if that 
devil of a Benvenuto could only see, it would be the worse for 
us!/* And she answered, “No fear. Listen to the noise they are 
making. They are thinking of anything rather than us.” At 
this point I — who knew perfectly who they were — threw myself 
down from the window, and seized Luigi by the cloak. With 
the knife in my hand I had certainly slain him, had he not 
spurred the white horse he was riding and left his cloak in my 
hands, to escape with his life. Pantasilea ran for refuge to a 
neighbouring church. The rest, who had been sitting at table, 
now sprang up, and all came down to me, begging me not to 
disturb myself or them for so worthless a trollop. To which 
I answered that for her I cared not a rap, but it was that 
rascally youth, who flaunted his contempt for me, I was bent 
on punishing. So I refused to yield to the persuasions of those 
artist friend' of mine, and with my sword in my hand I went 
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away by myself towards Prati, for the house where we had 
been supping was near to the Gastello gate^ which* led there. 
As I was making my way along slowly in this direction the sun 
went down ere long, and as I re-entered Rome it was already 
night and murky, but the gates were not yet locked. 

About two hours after sundown I came on the house of 
Pantasilea, intending, if so be that Luigi Pulci was there, to 
make myself very unpleasant to them both. But when my eyes 
and ears gave evidence there was nobody in the house save a 
little slut of a servant-maid called Canida, I went off to stow 
away my cloak and the scabbard of my sword, 'fhen I returned 
to the house, which was on the Tiber, behind the Banchi. 
Opposite the house was the garden of an inn-keeper called 
Romolo. The garden was shut in by a thick thorn hedge, in 
which I stood in hiding, waiting till the lady should come 
home with Luigi. When I had been there some time I v as 
joined by my friend Bachiacca, who had perhaps guessed I 
might be fotfnd there, or, it may be, had been directed thither. 
Whisperinp^ t. ‘^Gossip!” — ^for so we called each other in 

jest — ‘T entreat you for the love of God^’ — and he was almost 
weeping as he spoke — “I beseech you, dear gossip, do no hurt 
to that poor little thing, for she is not a whit to blame.^^ To 
which I replied, ‘Tf you do not get out of this at once when 
I tell you, ril hit you on the head with my sword!” My poor 
gossip got such a turn that he was taken ill and was forced to 
go and relieve liimself. It was a starry night and of wonderful 
radiance. Suddenly I heard the hoofs of many horses, and from 
this side and that they came up. It was Luigi and Pantasilea, 
accompanied by a certain Messer Benvegnato from Perugia, 
Chamberlain of Pope Clement. In their train came four doughty 
Perugian captains with other gallant young 'soldiers. In dll 
there were more than a dozen men-at-arms. When I perceived 
this, and bethought myself I did not know how to escape, 1 
made up my mind to stick in the hedge. But the sharp thorns 
hurt me, and, goaded like a bull, I determined to jump out 
and make off, when at that very moment Luigi, who had his 
arm round Pantasilea’s neck, said, “Once more I must kiss you 
just to spite that traitor Benvenuto.” Then, pricked by the 
thorns and stung by the young man’s words, I sprang out, 
raised my sword, and shouted, “You be all dead men!” My 
j»word fell heavy on Luigi’s shoulder, but his satyr-like friends 
had lined his doublet with coats of mail and such-like things. 
Yet I had struck fiercely, and the sword, swerving, came down 
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on Pantasilea’s nose and mouth. Both Luigi and she fell to the 
ground, and Bachiacca, still unbraced, screamed and ran away. 
Hotly I turned to the others with my sword, and the gallant 
men, hearing a great commotion in the inn, thought an army 
of a hundred strong was coming up. They had bravely put 
their hands to their swords, but a couple of horses, which had 
got frightened, threw them into disorder. Two of the best riders 
were thrown, and the rest took to flight. When I saw things 
were turning out well for me, with hasty step, but with honour, 
I withdrew from the field, not wishing to tempt fortune more 
than was necessary. In this extraordinary confusion some of 
the soldiers and captains were wounded with their own swords, 
and Messer Benvegnato, the Pope’s Chamberlain, was bruised 
and trampled by his mule. One of his servants, too, who had 
drawn his sword, fell at the same time as his master, and 
wounded iiim sorely in the hand. In his pain Benvegnato swore 
worse than the rest, crying out in his Perugian accent, “By 
God, ril see that Benvegnato gives Benvenuto a Ifesson!” And 
he ordered one of his captains- -perhaps a braver fellow than 
the others, but a youth, and so with less sense — to go in search 
of me. This young fellow came to seek me out in the place to 
which I had retired, namely, the house of a great Neapolitan 
noble, who, knowing something of my attainments in my pro- 
fession and the soldier-like disposition of my mind and body 
— which was the thing he felt most interest in — had taken a 
great fancy to me. Now, seeing my good reception and feeling 
myself quite at home, I gave such an answer to the captain 
that I think he much repented having come to brave me. After 
some days, the 'wounds of Luigi and his prostitute and the rest 
being nearly healed, this great Neapolitan gentleman was 
approached by Messer Benvegnato — whose anger had all passed 
away- “that he might induce me to make peace with young 
Luigi and the bra\'e soldiers, wlio had no ill-will against me, 
and, indeed, w^ished to make my acquaintance. Accordingly 
my host promised them all that he would bring me to what- 
ever meeting-place they wished, and that he would willingly 
use his influence with me to make up the quarrel. But he 
insisted that there should be no throwing about of words on 
either side, for it would be too undignified. It was enough merely 
to go through the forms of drinking together and embracing; 
and he would be the .spokesman, and would do all he could to 
serve them. And so it fell out. One Thursday evening this 
gentleman took me to tlie house of Messer Benvegnato, wheri 
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were gathered all the soldiers who had been routed in the 
scuffle. They were sitting at table. My friend had in his train 
more than thirty gallant men, all well aimed, which Benvegnato 
did not expect. When we entered the hall, my host first, and 
I after him, he said, “God save you, gentlemen! Benvenuto, 
who is to me as my own brother, is come with me here to do 
right willingly whatever you propose."' Messer Benvegnato, at 
the sight of so many persons filing into the hall, replied, “ We 
seek peace and nothing else.” He promised, therefore, that 
I should have no annoyance from the governor of Rome and his 
minions. Then we made peace, and afterwards I went back to 
my shop, where I never could be for an hour without that 
Neapolitan coming to see me or sending for me. 

In the meanwhile Luigi Pulci had recovered, and every day 
he was to be seen riding about on his well-trained black horse. 
One day, though it was raining, he was showing off his hc^se- 
manship just near Pantasilea's gate, when he slipped and fell, 
with the ailimal on the top of him, and fractured his right 
thigh. He d.\ '^ n few days after in Pantasilea's house; and in 
this way was lullilled the \'ow he had sworn so earnestly to 
God. Thus it is seen that God keeps count of the good and the 
bad, and to each man gives his deserts. 

xxxiv. At this moment the whole world was in arms. Pope 
Clement had sent to Giovanni de’ ^ledici to ask for troops. But 
when they came to Rome, they were so unruly chat it was not 
safe to be in public shops. This was the reason why I retired to 
a pretty little hoi'se behind the Banks, where I worked for all 
the friends I had made. My works, however, about this time 
were not of great importance, so I do not mean to speak of them. 
Just then I took great delight in music and similar pastimes. 

Pope Clement, by the advice of Messer Jacopo Salviati, dis- 
banded the five companies sent him by my lord Giovanni, who 
had died in Lombardy. Therefore, Bourbon, knowing that Rome 
was unprotected, forced on his army with all speed to our 
gates. Then all Rome rushed to arms. Now I was a great friend 
of Alessandro, son of Piero del Bene, Indeed, when the Colonnesi 
had attacked Rome, he had asked me to guard his house. So 
now, on this more important occasion, he begged me to enlist 
fifty men as a guard for his palace, and I was to be at the head 
of them, as in the Colonnesi affair. So I collected fifty right* 
gallant young fellows, and we took possession of his house, and 
were well paid and well entertained. When Bourbon’s army 
appeared before the wall*? of Rome, Alessandro del Bene wished 
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to go and see them^ and begged me to accompany him. So with 
one of the^best of my men we set out; and on the way a young 
man called Cecchino della Casa joined us. When were reached 
the walls near the Campo Santo, we caught sight of that wonder- 
ful army, now doing its very utmost to force an entrance. Just 
where we were posted on the walls many young fellows were 
lying dead, killed by the enemy’s fire. The fight was at its 
hottest here, and the smoke as thick as you can imagine. Turning 
to Alessandro, I said, “ Let us get home as quick as we can, for 
here it is hopeless. Look! they come up, and our men flee.” 
Then Alessandro, desperately frightened, replied, “Would to 
God we had never come!” And with that he turned in the 
maddest terror to escape. But I checked him, saying, “Since 
you have brought me here, I must play the man”; and aiming 
my arquebuse where I saw the enemy was thickest, I fired at 
one I saw raised above the others. The cloud prevented me 
seeing whether he was on horseback or on foot. Turning hastily 
to Alessandro and Cecchino, I ordered them to discharge their 
guns, and showed them how to escape a return shot from the 
enemy outside. W^hen we had each fired twice, I crept stealthily 
up to the wall, and saw an extraordinary tumult among the 
enemy, for one of our shots had knocked down Bourbon. And, 
so far as I could hear afterwards, he it was whom I had seen 
raised above the others. Leaving this place, we went through 
the Campo Santo, and entered by St. Peter’s. Then we came 
out just at the Church of Sant’ Agnolo, and reached the great 
gate of the castle with much difficulty ; for RienzotJa Ceri and 
Orazio Baglioni were attacking and slaughtering all those who 
had left their places on the walls. Reaching this gate, we found 
some of the enemy had entered Rome, and they were at our 
Keels. As the castellan wished to let the portcullis fall, he had 
to clear the way somewhat, and so we four got inside. No 
sooner had I entered than the captain, Pallone de* Medici, took 
posses.'jion of me as a member of the castle household, and thus 
forced me to leave Alessandro, wliich I did much against my 
will. While I was going up to the donjon, Pope Clement had 
entered by the corridors. He had been unwilling to leave the 
palace of St. Peter before this, never imagining that the enemy 
would make their way into the city. Now, having got inside in 
the way I have described, I took up my post near some bi| guns, 
which were under the charge of a bombardier called Giuliano 
the Florentine. This Giuliano, hanging over the battlements of 
the castle, saw his poor house being sacked and his wife and 
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children outraged ; so^ lest he should massacre his own kith and 
kin, he did not dare discharge his guns, but threw hts fuse upon 
the ground, and wailed aloud, and tore his face. And other 
bombardiers were doing the same. Therefore I seized one of 
the fuses, and, with the help of some who were calmer in their 
minds, pointed some swivels and falconets where I saw a chance, 
slaughtering therewith a great many of the enemy. But for this, 
those that came into Rome that morning, marching straight 
to the castle, might have made an easy entry, for the artillery 
were doing nothing to stop them. I kept up the fire, for which 
several cardinals and noblemen blessed me, giving me the 
greatest encouragement. Of course, in my impetuous mood I 
was trying to do the impossible; enough that it was through me 
..he castle was saved that morning, and that the other bom- 
bardiers came back to their duty. So I toiled on through all 
that day. When evening had come, while the army was entcing 
Rome by the Trastevere, Pope Clement appointed a great 
Roman nobleman, Messer Antonio Santa Croce by name, head 
of all the This great lord came up to me at once, made 

much of me, and stationed me with five splendid pieces of 
artillery in the most exposed part of the castle, which is called 
the Angel. This place goes all round the keep, and looks over 
both Prati and Rome. Then he gave me a company of men to 
help me in the management of the guns, handed me an instal- 
ment of my pay, consigned me bread and a little wine, and 
entreated me to go on as I had begun. There ha\’e been times 
when I have been more inclined to the profession of arms than 
to the one of my choice, and with such goodwill did I give 
myself to it now, that I did better in it than in my own art. 
When night came on and the enemy were in Rome, we who 
were in the castle- but especially myself, who have always 
delighted in new experiences — stayed looking on at the extra- 
ordinary scene and the conflagration, which only tliose who were 
with us could have any clear idea of. Yet I will not set myself 
to describe the event, but will go on with the tale of my own 
life which I have begun, and of such things as appertain to it. 

XXXV. Continuing, as I did, my artillery practice for the whole 
month when we were besieged in the castle, I had a great many 
wonderful adventures the while, all w'orthy of being recounted. 
But as I do not wish to be too lengthy, nor to diverge over- 
much from the tale of my profession, I shall leave the greater 
part of them untold, only mentioning those I am forced to, 
which will be few in number, but the most remarkable. And 
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here is the first. Messer Santa Croce ordered me down from the 
Angel that*^I might fire on certain houses near the castle, where 
some of our enemies had been seen to enter. While I was firing, 
one of their cannons marked me; but as it struck a comer of a 
battlement and took away some of the stone, it did not do me 
much harm. The mass of stone, however, struck me in the 
chest, and, all breathless, I lay prone on the ground as one dead. 
Yet I could hear all that the bystanders were saying. Among 
them was Messer Antonio Santa Croce lamenting loud, “ Alas ! 
for we have lost our best helper.” Hearing the noise, a certain 
companion of mine ran up. He w'as Gianfrancesco the fifer, 
but he had greater talents for medicine than for music. Bursting 
into tears at the sight of me, he ran for a flask of excellent 
Greek wine. Then he made a tile red-hot, sprinkled on it a good 
handful of wormwood, and then poured the Greek wine over 
it. When the wormwootl was well soaked, he put it at once on 
my chest, where the mark of the blow was plainly to be seen. 
And such was the virtue of the thing that my wandering senses 
came back to me at once. But when I would fain have spoken 
I could not, for some foolish soldiers had filled my mouth with 
earth. To give me the sacrament had been their thought, but 
it was liker excommunication; and I could scarce regain my 
senses, for the earth was more harmful than the blow I had 
received. But that danger passed, 1 turned once again to the 
fury of the guns, keeping up the firing with the force and energy 
of my whole being. 

Now Pope Clement had sent for help to the Duke bf Urbino, 
who was with the Venetian army. By his ambassador he sent 
a message to his 'Excellency, to wit, that while the castle of an 
evening showed three fires upon its topmost point, and fired 
thrice a triple discharge from its guns, it should be for a sign 
it had not surrendered. It was I who had charge of lighting 
the beacons and firing the ^ns, and by day I directed our 
fire wherever it could do mischief. So for these reasons the 
Pope’s opinion of me grew still higher, for he saw I performed 
my business with all the foresight it demanded. The Duke never 
came to our help. But I’m not here to explain that, and I’ll 
say no more. 

xxxvi. While I was up here at my devilish business, several 
of the cardinals who were in the castle came to see me, in 
especial the Cardinal Ravenna, and the Cardinal de* Gaddi. 
Many a time I told them not to expose themselves, for those 
red caps of theirs were marks for the enemy. Indeed, from 
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neighbouring palaces, such as the Torre de’ Bini, both they and 
I ran the greatest danger; so that at last I had Aem locked 
up, and gained only their ill-will thereby. Then, too, I often 
had visits from Orazio Baglioni, who was very friendly with 
me. One day when we were talking together he noticed some- 
thing going on in a certain tavern outside the Porta di Gastello, 
at a place called Baccanello. This tavern had for its sign a sun 
painted red, which hung between two windows. The windows 
were shut, but Signor Orazio guessed that between them, on 
the inner side of the wall, some soldiers were sitting drinking. 
So he said to me, “If you could hit the wall, a cubit’s length 
from that sun, with your smaller cannon I think you would 
do a good stroke of business. For from the noise 1 hear I judge 
them to be men of great importance.” To which I answered 
that I could easily hit the sun through its centre, but a barrel 
of stones was standing near the mouth of the gun, and it mignt 
be knocked down by the firing and the ^hook. But he replied, 
“Don’t waste time, Benvenuto, for, in the first place, it is not 
possible th'^t, .:::g where it is, the blast from the gun should 
knock it down; and, secondly, even if the Pope were down 
there, there would be less harm done than you tliink. So, fire 
away!” Then without another thought I hit the middle of the 
sun, just as I had said I should do. But, as I had foreseen, the 
barrel toppled, fell exactly between Cardinal Farnese and Messer 
Jacopo Salviati, and would to a certainty have flattened them 
both, had not the Cardinal at that moment been railing at 
Messer Jacopo for causing the sack of Rome, and so, stepping 
aside to call each other names, they escaped being crushed by 
my barrel. Hearing the loud noise which this made in the court 
below, good Signor Orazio hastened down; and I, stretching 
over at the point where the barrel had fallen, he: rdsomepeopjt 
say they would like to make an end of that bombardier. \Vliert- 
upon I placed two lalconets in front of the staircase, and resolved 
to fire on the first man who should come up. Now certain servants 
of Cardinal Farnese must have been sent to do me a mischief. 
So 1 faced the staircase with the lighted fuse in my hand, and 
cried to some of those on the stairs whose faces I knew', “Oh, 
you idle beggars, if you don’t get out of this, if but one of you 
dare came up these steps, I have two falconets ready to blow 
you to atoms! So go and tell the Cardinal and his friends that 
I only did my superior’s bidding; and what was done, and what 
is being done, is in defence of their priests, and not to do harm 
to them.” Off they went, and then came Signor Orazio Baglioni 
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running. Him, too, I ordered to stand back, else Td be the death 
of him, I skid; for I knew very well who he was. He hesitated 
a bit, and 1 could see he feared me somewhat, and then rejoined, 
“Benvenuto, I am your friend.” To which I responded, “Come 
up, my lord, if so be you come alone.” Now this signor, who was 
a very haughty man, stopped short for a moment, and then 
burst out angrily, “Tve a good mind not to come a step farther, 
and to do just the contrary of what I had intended for you.” 
To this I answered, that just as I had been stationed there lor 
the defence of others, I should be quite as well able to take 
care of myself. Then he said that he was coming up alone. When 
he had mounted I saw his look had changed to me more than 
there seemed cause for. So I put my hand on my sword and stood 
there grimly facing him, whereupon he began to laugh; the 
pallor of rage passed away, and he said to me pleasantly, 
“ Benvenuto, my friend, I could not love you better than I do, 
and when God pleases I will prove it to you. Would to God you 
had killed those two rascals ! One of them is at the bf>ttom of 
the mischief, as we know, and the other may yet be the cause 
of worse.” Then he told me that, if I were asked, I must not 
tell he was with me when I fired the gun. And as for the rest, 
I was to have no fear. The confusion was tremendous, and we 
did not hear the end of it for a long time. But I will not dis- 
course longer on the matter; enough that I had very nearly 
revenged my father on Messer Jacopo Salviati, who, as he used 
to lament, had done him a thousand wrongs. At any rate, though 
unintentionally, I had given him a great scare. Of Farnese 
I will say no more at present. But it shall be told in its own 
place how much better it would have been for me had I 
killed him. 

xxxvii. Thus I went on looking after my guns, every day 
being marked by some notable feats of mine, so that I acquired 
boundless credit and favour in the eyes of the Pope. Never a 
day passed but I killed some of the besiegers. Once when the 
Pope was walking round the keep, he saw a Spani.sh colonel in 
the Prati, whom by certain signs he recognised; for the man 
had once been in his service. W'hile he watched he talked about 
him. I, who was alone in the Angel, and knew nothing of what 
was going on, nevertheless saw a man occupied about the 
trenches. He had a little javelin in his hand, and his dress was 
all of rose colour. Bethinking myself what I could do against 
him, I took one of the gerfalcons which I had there, a piece 
bigger and 1 ^nger than a sacro, and very like a small culverin. 
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First I emptied it, and then loaded it with a good quantity of 
fine powder mixed with coarse. Then I aimed well at the red 
man, raising the muzzle tremendously, for he was far away, 
and guns of this sort cannot be expected to carry with precision 
at tlmt range. When I fired, I aimed exactly at the r^ man’s 
middle. He had slung his sword in front in arrogant Spanish 
fashion, and my ball hitting his blade, the man fell cut in two. 
The Pope, who was looking for nothing of the kind, was greatly 
pleased and astonished, for it seemed impossible to him a gun 
should have so long a range; nor could he understand how the 
man should have been cut in half. Sending for me, he asked me 
to explain. So I told him what ingenuity I had used; but as 
for cutting the man in two, it was a thing neither of us could 
get at the bottom of. Then, kneeling down, I begged him to 
remove from me the curse of this homicide and of others I had 
committed in that castle in the service of the Church. Where- 
upon the Pope, raising his hands, made the sign of the cross 
broadly over my face, gave me his blessing and his p)ardon for 
all the homlcidi^ i had committed, or ever should commit, in 
the service of the Church Apostolic. So I left him, and once 
on the tower again I went on firing without stop, and hardly 
ever was shot of mine in vain. My drawing, my fine studies, 
and my skill in music were all drowned in the roar of those 
guns; and were I to tell minutely all the fine things which I 
did in that infernally cruel business, I should strike the world 
with wonder. But not to be too lengthy, I shall pass them all 
over, save just a few of the most notable which I am forced 
to tell. So here, I kept thinking day and night how best I could 
do my part in the defence of the Church. Now I knew that 
when the enemy changed guard, they passed through the bip 
gate of Santo Spirito, wdiich was within a moaerate range. So 
I began to fire in that direction. But as I had to fire obliquely, 
I did not do all the mischief I should have liked, though every 
day my slaughter was considerable. Then the enemy, seei**g 
their passage hindered, one night piled up more than thirty 
barrels on the crest of a roof, thus blocking up my view. Con- 
sidering the matter rather more carefully than I had done 
before, I turned all my five pieces of artillery right on the 
barrels, and waited till two hours before sunset, when the guard 
would be changed. Now, thinking themselves secure, they came 
along more slowly and in denser mass than had been their wont; 
so, when I fired, I not only knocked down the barrels iu my 
way, but killed more than thirty men in that one blast. This 
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I repea tedj, twice again, and threw the soldiers into great dis- 
order; and the incident, joined to the fact that they had stuffed 
themselves with loot from the great sack, and were longing to 
enjoy the fniits of their labours, was the cause of their threaten- 
ing to revolt and to desert. They were restrained, however, 
by their valorous captain, Gian di Urbino. To their great incon- 
venience, they were forced henceforth to take another passage 
when changing guard, a roundabout way of three miles, instead 
of only half a mile as before. This business being successfully 
carried through, all the gentlemen in the castle showered 
favours on me. Inasmuch as it had important consequences, 
I have wished to relate this event and have done with it; for 
such things do not belong to the tale of my own art, which is 
the reason of my writing. If I cared to adorn my story with 
such things, too much would remain to tell. There is, however, 
just one more adventure I must relate, and this seems the 
place to do so. 

xxxviii. I am now making a great leap forward when I tell 
how Pope Clement, desiring to save the tiaras and all the mass 
of jewels belonging to the Apostolic Camera, ordered me to 
come before him. Then he shut himself up in a room with only 
Cavalicrino and me. l^his Cavalierino had been a stableman in 
the sernce of Filippo Strozzi, and was a Frenchman of the 
lowast birth. But being an excellent servant, Pope Clement 
had showered riches on him, and trusted him as he trusted 
himself. Now when the Pope, Cavalicrino, and I were shut up 
in this room, the tiaras and all the jewels of the Apostolic 
Camera were placed before me, and his Holiness ordered me 
to take them out of their gold settings. Tliis I did, and then 
rolled each up in a little bit of paper, and we sewed them into 
the linings of the clothes which the Pope and Cavalicrino wore. 
Then they handed all tlie gold over to me, telling me to melt 
it as secretly as I could. wSo I wxnt up to tJie Angel, where my 
owTi room was, which I could lock, and where I might be free 
from disturbance. There 1 made myself a little furnace of brick, 
and put into the bottom of it a fair-sized ash-pot shaped like 
a plate. Then I threw the gold on the top of the coals, and little 
by little it melted and fell down into the pot. Yet all the while 
this furnace was working, I was watching for chances of doing 
hurt to our enemies; and as they were about a stone^s-throw 
from us in the trenches below, I fired some rubbish at them from 
the piles of old ammunition belonging to the ciistle. Taking a 
swivel and a falconet, both rather damaged at the muzzle. 
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I loaded them with this useless stuff, and when I fired, it went 
down with headlong fury, and did much unlooked-fcr damage 
in the trenches. So I kept on merrily at this work while I was 
melting the gold. Then a little before vespers I saw some one 
coming along the edge of the trench riding on a mule. The mule 
was going very quickly, and the rider was speaking to those in 
the trenches. Before he came opposite me I had been prudent 
enough to get ready my guns, and thus I fired just at the right 
moment. One stone hit him in the face. The rest struck the mule, 
which fell dead. Then arose a great tumult in the trench, and I 
fired my other piece, and dealt destruction. It was the Prince 
of Orange I had wounded, and now he was borne through the 
trenches to a tavern in the neighbourhood; and thither ran in 
great haste all the great men in the army. Pope Clement, hearing 
what I had done, sent for me at once. He asked me how it 
happened, and I told him all. Moreover, 1 said tlie fallen man 
must be a person of the utmost importance, since, so far as 
could be seen, all the chiefs of the army had run at once to the 
tavern whor'^ J . y had carried him. 'I hen the Pcpc. who was 
a quick-brained man, sent for Messer Antonio Santa Croce, the 
head of the gunners, as 1 have said, and bade him order all his 
bombardiers to direct their guns, which were very numerous, 
on that house, the firing of an arquebuse to be the signal. Thus 
the chiefs being slaughtered, he hoped the army, already 
demoralised, would all fall to pieces. Perhaps, ne said, God 
had heard the prayers they had sent up continually, and in 
this way was going to free them from these impious rascals. 
So we got our guns ready, in obedience to the command of 
Santa Croce, and were waiting for the signal, when Cardinal 
Orsino heard of the thing, and began to revile the Pope. On 
no account should such a thing be done, said he, Tor they were 
on the point of concluding peace; and if the chiefs were slain, 
the army, left to itself, would take the castle, and utter ruin 
would be the result. So they refused to allow the order to he 
carried out. The poor Pope, in despair, seeing himself fatally 
menaced from within and without, said ho would leave the 
plans to them. Thus the order to us was countermanded; but I, 
who could not hold myself in, when I realised they w^ere coming 
to prevent us firing, discharged one of my small cannons, and 
the ball struck a pillar in the courtyard of the house where 
I had seen so many people gathered. This shot dealt such 
destruction to the enemy, that they were almost for abandoning 
the house. Cardinal Orsino would have had me hanged or shot 



62 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

without mercy; but the Pope hotly defended me. As for the 
angry words that passed on the occasion, though I know what 
they were, I have no intention of telling them. For the writing 
of history is not my business. I shall only attend to my own 
affairs. 

xxxix. As soon as I had melted the gold, I took it to the 
Pope, who thanked me much for what I had done, and ordered 
Cavalierino to pay me twenty-five crowns, excusing himself 
that he had no more to give me. A few days after peace was 
made, I set off with Signor Orazio Baglioni and a company of 
three hundred men towards Perugia; and there Orazio would 
have consigned to me the company; but I did not wish for it 
then, and told him I was going to see my father first, and 
redeem the ban which was on me still in Florence. Then he told 
me he was made Captain of the Florentines ; and here, too, was 
Ser Pier Maria di Lotto, the Florentine envoy, to whom Orazio 
heartily recommended me as his man. 

And so I came to Florence with several other companions. 
There the plague was raging furiously. On my arrival I found 
my dear father, who had been thinking I had died in the sack, 
or that I should return to him naked and despoiled. But it 
was just the contrary, as he discovered. Here I was, alive, with 
my pockets full of money, with a servant and a good mount. 
So great was the joy with w'hich I saw my father that, when 
he embraced and kissed me, I certainly thought I should have 
died on the spot. I told him the whole infernal history of the 
sack, and filled liis hands with crowns, which I had gained in 
my military service, and we embraced each other over and 
over again. Thfen off he went to the Eight to redeem the ban 
on me. Now, as chance would have it, there still belonged to 
the Council one of those w'ho had passed the sentence on me ; 
indeed, the very man who had harshly told my father that he 
would send me into the country with the lances. So now my 
father had his revenge in some significant words, w'hich were 
backed by his knowledge of the favour shown me by Orazio 
Baglioni. 

Things were at this point when I told my father how Signor 
Orazio had made me captain; and that 1 must be thinking of 
gathering my company. At these words the poor old man was 
terribly disturbed; and he begged me, for the love of God, to 
undertake no such enterprise, though he was certain I was fit 
for it, and even for a greater. Then he added that liis other 
son, my bi other, was a mighty man of war, and my duty was 
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to give myself up to that wonderful art at which, for so many 
years, I had laboured so earnestly. Though I promised to obey 
him, he was too shrewd not to know that if Signor Orazio came 
I could not but continue my military career. I had given my 
promise, and there were other reasons as well. So, bethinking 
himself of the best means of getting me out of Florence, he 
said to me, “Oh, my dear son, here the plague is terrible; and 
I am always imagining you coming home with it on you. Now, 
I remember when I was a young man, that I went away to 
Mantua, where I was made much of, and there I stayed several 
years. Therefore, I beg, nay, I command you, by your love 
for me, to leave this and go thither — and let it be rather to-day 
than to-morrow.” 

xl. Now, it has always been my delight to see the world; 
and as 1 had never been at Mantua, I went off willingly. The 
greater part of the money I had brought home I left with my 
dear father, promising to help him always wherever I should 
be. I left my elder sister to take care of the poor old man. She 
was called as she had never wished to marry, she had 

been received as a nun in Santa Orsola; but she had not yet 
gone to live there, that she might take care of our old father, 
and be a guide to our younger sister, who had married a sculptor 
called Bartolommeo. So, with my father’s blessing, I departed, 
and rode off on my good horse to Mantua. 

1 should have too many things to tell, were I to write down 
all the details of that little journey. The world lying under a 
cloud of pestilence \nd war, it was with the utmost difficulty 
I reached my destination. But once there, I immediately began 
to seek for work; and got employment from a certain Maestro 
Niccolo of Milan, who was goldsmith to the Duke of Mantua. 
About two days after I was in full work, I went ^ o pay a vi.iii 
to Messer Giulio Romano, the distinguished painter, and my 
great friend. He received me with the utmost affection; but he 
took it ill of me that I had not got down at his house. He was 
living like a great lord, and was engaged on work for the Duke 
outside the gate of Mantua, at a place called the Palazzo del 
T^ — ^a marvdlous undertaking, on a great scale, as may prob- 
ably be seen to this day. With all haste, Messer Giulio spoke of 
me to the Duke in the highest terms; and I was commissioned 
to model a reliquary for the Blood of Christ, which the Man- 
tuans possess, brought thither, they say, by Longinus. Then, 
turning to Messer Giulio, he told him to make me a design for 
the reliquary. Whereupon Messer Giulio answered, “My lord, 
E 
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Benvenuto is a man who has no need of the designs of others 
and with this your Excellency will heartily agree when you see 
his model/* 

Taking the work in hand, I designed the reliquary so that the 
ampolla should fit well into it. Then I made a little model in 
wax of the lid — a Christ sitting with His left ha;nd raised and 
supporting His great Cross, on which He'leaned, while with His 
right He seemed to be opening the wound in His side. When 
the model was finished, the Duke was so pleased that he heaped 
favours on me, and gave me to understand he would keep me 
on in his service on such terms as would be profitable to me. 
Meanwhile I had paid my respects to the Cardinal his brother, 
who begged the Duke to be good enough to let me make the 
Pontifical seal of his most excellent reverence. This work I 
began, but while I was about it I took ill of the quartan fever; 
and whenever the fit was on me I lost my senses and cursed 
Mantua and its lord and whoever stayed there of his own accord. 
These words were reported to my patron by his Milanese gold- 
smith, who saw quite well that the Duke was going to give me 
employment. When my lord heard those sick words of mine 
he flew into a rage; and I was out of temper with Mantua, and 
so one of us was just as angry as the other. I finished the seal, 
which, together with some other little things for the Duke, 
ordered in the name of the Cardinal, was four months* work. 
I was well paid for it by the latter, who begged me to return 
to Rome, that wonderful city where we had become acquainted 
with each other. ^ 

Setting off, therefore, with a good supply of Mantuan crowns, 
I came to Govefnolo, the place where the most valiant Signor 
Giovanni had been slain. Here I had another little bout of fever, 
which did not, however, hinder my journey, for I quickly threw 
it off and had no more of it. When I got to Florence I thought 
to find my dear father. But when I knocked at the door there 
appeared at the window an old angry hunchbacked woman, 
who drove me off with insults, telling me my face would be 
the death of her. Addressing the hunchback, I said, “Tell me, 
you crobS, misshapen hag, is there no better-looking face in 
the house than yours?** “No,** she answered. “The Devil take 
you!** And I shouted back, “May two hours see the end of it 
then I** Hearing this altercation, a neighbour woman came out 
and told me that my father and the whole household h^ld died 
of the plague. As I had been thinking this might be thfe case, 
my grief \vas the less. Then she added that only my younger 
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sister Liperata had survived, and that she had be^n taken in 
by a pious woman called Monna Andrea de' Bellaca. 

Then I left to go to the inn, but on the way there I met a 
dear friend of mine, Giovanni Rigogli, and got down at his house. 
Afterwards we went off to the piazza, where I heard that my 
brother was aliv^. Off I set to seek him at the house of a friend 
of his called Bertino Aldobrandi. There I found him, and our 
greetings and caresses were endless; and reason was there for 
some extravagance of joy, seeing he had heard news of my 
death and I of his. Then, breaking out into a long fit of laughter, 
he took me by the hand, saying, “ Come, brother, I shall take 
you to a place you never would think of. For I must tell you 
I have given our sister Liperata again in marriage, and for a 
certainty she thinks you dead.*’ On our way to her home we 
entertained each other with all the great things that had hap- 
pened to' us. When we arrived at her house, she was so over- 
powered by the unlooked-for event that she fell into my arms 
as if dead ; and if my brother had not been there, her excitement 
and her duiribi.e::s must have made her husband think I was 
some one other than her brother, as at first he was inclined to. 
But Cecchino told him all, and helped to revive her from her 
swoon. Then with some tears for the father, sister, husband, 
and little son she had lost, she began to prepare supper; and 
for the rest of that festive evening nothing mo^e was said of 
the dead — we sjxjke of weddings rather. And thus merrily and 
most pleasantly our supper went by. 

xli. Moved by the prayers of my brother and sister, I stopped 
on in Florence, though my own desire would have led me back 
to Rome. And, besides, that dear friend of mine, Piero di 
Giovanni Landi, of whose help to me in my troubles I havr 
already spoken, also advised me to remain where I w»as for 
some time. Just then the Medici were exiled from Florence — 
that is, Signor Ippolito, who was afterwards Cardinal, and 
Signor Alessandro, afterwards Duke. So Piero said I should 
stay for a little time to see what was going to happen. I began, 
therefore, to work in the Mercato Nuovo, where I did a large 
business in setting jewels, and made a good living. 

About this time there came to Florence a Sienese called 
Girolamo Marretti, who had lived a long time in Turkey, and 
was a very intelligent man. One day he came to my shop and 
commissioned me to make a gold medal for wearing in a hat, 
the design to be a Hercules wrenching the lion’s mouth open. 
So I set about the thing, and while I was working at it Michel 



66 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

Agnolo Buonarroti came several times to see it. Now I had taken 
a great deal of pains with it, and the attitude of the figure was 
so fine, and the spirit of the animal so admirably expressed, 
that it had nothing in common with the work of such artists 
as had designed the same kind of thing before. Then, also, my 
method of working was entirely new to the divine Michel 
Agnolo. And so he praised my work; and this was such an 
incitement to me to do well as I cannot describe. But I had 
nothing else in hand save jewel-setting; and though my best 
earnings came from this, yet I was not contented, for I wished 
to do something higher than merely setting stones. Now I fell 
in w^ith a certain young man of lofty spirit called Federigo 
Ginori. He had lived many years in Naples, where his handsome 
figure and his fine presence gained him such fame that he had 
been the lover of a princess. Well, this man, wishing to have 
a medal made — Atlas with the w^orld on his shoulders to be 
the subject— he asked the great Michel Agnolo to make a 
sketch of a design. He answered Federigo thus: “Go and seek 
out a young goldsmith called Benvenuto. He will serve you 
very well ; and you may l^e sure he will have no need of a design 
from me. But that you may not think I seek to shirk such a 
trifle, ril make a sketch with pleasure. Meanwhile speak to 
Benvenuto, and let him make a little model as well. Then the 
better design of the two can be carried out.'^ So Federigo 
Ginori came to see me, and said what he wanted, adding how 
much the wonderful Alichel Agnolo had y)raised nae, and how 
he had advised my making a little model in wax, while he — 
the marvellous^ man — had promised to make a draw'ing. Such 
encouragement was contained in the words of the great genius 
that I set to the work at once with the utmost energy. When 
he had finished it, a certain painter, a great friend of Michel 
Agnolo, called Giuliano Bugiardini, brought me the sketch of 
the Atlas. At the same time I showed Giuliano my little wax 
model, which wa.s quite different from Michel Agnolo’s design. 
And so Federigo, and Bugiardini as well, said I should carry 
out the thing according to my model. I began it, therefore; 
and when the most excellent Michel Agnolo saw it, he praised 
it more than I can tell. It was, as I have said, a figure engraved 
on a thin plate of gold ; the heaven on its back was a crystal 
ball, upon which was cut the zodiac on a field of lapis-lazuli. 
The whole thing wa.s indescribably beautiful. Under it ran the 
motto, Siimma tulisse ]uvat. Federigo being satisfied, paid me 
most libetally. Xow about that time Aluigi AlamanQi was in 
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Florence. He was a great friend of Federigo GinorL who often 
brought him to my shop; and by bis recomm&dation we 
became close friends. 

xlii. Pope Clement had now declared war on the city of 
Florence, which made preparations for its defence. In every 
quarter the militia was organised, and I was under orders to 
serve too. For this I made sumptuous preparations. I was 
intimate with the best nobility of Plorencc, who showed a right 
good will in undertaking the defence of the city; and in every 
quarter of the town were delivered the speeches usual at such 
times. The young men met together more than was their wont, 
and nothing else was ever talked about. One day, towards noon, 
a number of persons were gathered in my shop, — men full grown, 
and youths, the chief in the city- when a letter from Rome was 
brought to me. It came from a man called Maestro Jacopino 
della Barca. His real name was Jacopo dello Sciorina, but in 
Rome he was known as della Barca, because he owned a ferry- 
boat which crossed the Tiber between Ponte Sisto and Ponte 
Santo Agndu. in . ^^aestro Jacopo was a person of great talent, 
and of amusing and delightful conver.«>ation. Once he had been 
a designer for the Florence cloth- weavers. He was on very 
friendly terms with Pope Clement, who took great pleasure in 
his talk. So one day when they were speaking together, the 
question arose of the sack, and the part which the C^tle played 
in the defence of the city. Then the Pope, recalling me, paid 
me all the compliments you can think of ; and added that if 
he only knew wheie I was, he would very much like to have 
me back again. Maestro Jacopo told liim I was in Florence; 
whereupon his Holiness ordered him to write to me to return. 
The letter was to the effect that I should come back to the 
.service of Clement, and that it would be to my advantage 
to do. The young fellows who ^^crc with me wanted to know 
what the letter was all about; but this I hid from them as best 
T could; and afterwards wrote to Maestro Jacopo, begging him 
on no account to write to me again, for good or ill. But his 
determination only grew the stronger; and he wrote to me once 
more, and in so exaggerated a style, that it w'ould have gone 
ill with me had it been seen. The letter said the Pope desired 
me to go to Rc'me without delay, as he w'anted me to under 
take a thing of the greatest importance; and that if I wshed 
to do my duty, I should leave everything else behind me 
immediately, and not linger to war against a Pope in company 
with those mad fanatics. 
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When I read the letter, I was so afraid that I went in search 
of my deaf friend Pier Landi. At the sight of me he asked me 
at once what had happened that I seemed so worried. 1 said 
to my friend that I could not bring myself to tell him what 
was vexing me. Only, I begged him to take the keys I gave 
him, and return the jewels and the gold to such and such people, 
whose names he would find written down in my little book; 
also to take away my household things and keep some account 
of all — with his usual kindness ; and in a few days I should let 
him know where I was. This shrewd young man, perhaps 
correctly guessing how things were, said to me, “My brother, 
be off with you at once. Then write to me; and as for your 
things, don’t give them another thought.” Tliis I did. He was 
the most faithful, the wisest, worthiest, discreetest, most loving- 
hearted friend whom I have ever known. Quitting Florence, 
I went to Rome, and from there I wrote. 

xliii. As soon as I reached Rome, I sought out some of my 
old friends, by whom I was welcomed with great affection. I set 
myself to work, which brought me in some money, but which 
is not worth describing. Now there was a certain goldsmith in 
the city, an old fellow called Raffaello del Moro. His reputation 
in the trade was high, and he was a very good sort of man 
besides. He begged me to do him the favour of working in his 
shop, for he had some important works on hand, out of which 
excellent profits could be made. And I willingly closed with 
his offer. 

More than ten days passed and I had not yet gone to see 
Maestro Jacopino della Barca. But when he met me by chance 
he gave me the heartiest greeting, and asked me how long it 
was since I had come. About a fortnight, I told him. This he 
took very ill, saying I made very little account of a Pope who, 
with much insistence, had made him write three times for me; 
and I, who had been still more vexed, answered him never a 
word, swallowing my wrath. He was a man of most fluent 
speech, and now he burst into a torrent of words. When at last 
I saw him worn out, I only said he might take me to the Pope 
whenever he liked. “Any time then,” he answered; and I was 
alwajrs ready, I replied. So of! he set towards the palace, I with 
him, and the day was Maundy Thursday. When we reached the 
Pope’s apartments, we were at once admitted, he beii^ known, 
and I expected. The Pope was in bed, a little indisposed ; and 
Messer Jacopo Salviati and the Archbishop of Capua were with 
him. His Holiness was extraordinarily delighted at the sight 
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of me; and when I had kissed his feet with all the humility 
possible, I came nearer, and gave him to know T would fain 
talk with him of some weighty matters. Immediately he made 
a sign with his hand, and Messer Jacopo and the Archbishop 
retired a long way off. Without delay I began, “Most holy 
Father, ever since the sack I have not been able to confess or 
communicate, for they refuse me absolution. And this is why. 
When I melted the gold, and had all the trouble of taking the 
jewels out of their setting, your Holiness ordered Cavalierino 
to pay me some little money for my pains. But I never got 
an)rthing. Indeed, he showered abuse on me instead. So going 
up to the place where I had melted the gold, I washed the 
ashes, and found about a pound and a half of gold in little 
grains as fine as millet-seed. And as I had not money enough 
to take me home in decency, I bethought me to use this, and 
to return it when I had a chance. Now here I am at the feet of 
your Holiness, who is the true confessor. Of your favour, grant 
me leave to go and confess and receive the communion, that by 
your grace I i lay regain the grace of the Lord my God.” 

Then the Pope, with something like a sigh, recalling perhaps 
his afflictions, said to me, “ Benvenuto, most true it is I am what 
you say, and, therefore, I can absolve you of any offence you 
may have committed. Likewise I am willing. So tell me every- 
thing quite freely, and with good courage; for had you taken 
the value of a whole tiara, I am quite willing to pardon you.” 
Then I answered. “I have done no more, most Holy Father, 
than what I have .'^aid; and it did not come up to the value of 
a hundred and forty ducats, when I changed it at the mint at 
Perugia. And that sum I took home to comfort my poor old 
father.” The Pope replied, “Your father was as talented, good, 
and worthy a man as ever w^as born; and you do not in any 
way disgrace him. I am much vexed the money was so little, 
but such as you say it was, I make you a present of it, and 
pardon you for all. Tdl this to your confessor, if you h.*ve 
done nothing else which touches me. Then having confessed 
and communicated, come again to see me, and your visit shall 
not be in vain.” 

As soon as I had left the Pope, Messer Jacopo and the Arch- 
bishop drew near again, and his Holiness spoke to them of me 
more warmly than I can tell, and told them he had confessed 
and absolved me. Then he ordered the Archbishop of Capua 
to send for me to ask if I had any need save in the matter we 
had spoken of; and he told him he was to absolve me, for he 
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had full authority so to do, and to treat me with every kindness 
possible. 

On our way back, Maestro Jacopino was full of curiosity, 
and asked me what I had been talking about so long and 
secretly with the Pope. When he had repeated his question 
more than once, I said I should not tell him, for it concerned 
things that were no business of his, and he need not ask me again. 

I did all that I had arranged with the Pope; and when the 
two festivals were over, went again to see him. His reception 
of mo was even more kind than before; and he said, “If you 
had come to Rome a little earlier, I should have had you repair 
those two tiaras of mine which we destroyed in the Castle. But 
as they are of little value apart from the jewels, I’ll set you on 
a work of the greatest importance, where you’ll have a chance 
of showing what you can do. It is a button for my cope, which 
is to be round like a trencher, and almost as big, that is, about 
the third of a cubit in diameter. On it I wish you to make a 
God-the-Father in half-relief; and in the middle I want you to 
set in that fine diamond you know of and some other valuable 
jewels. A certain Caradosso once began it, but never finished 
it. Now I wish you to get it done quickly, for I would fain 
have some enjoyment out of it still. So go away and make me 
a good design.” He showed me all the jewels, and then I was 
off home like a shot. 

xliv. While Florence was being laid siege to, Pederigo Ginori, 
for whom I had made the medal of Atlas, died of consumption ; 
and the medal fell into the hands of Messer Luigi Alamanni, 
who soon after took it as a present to P'rancis, King of F’rance, 
together with some of his own finest writings. It pleased the 
king beyond measure; and the most ingenious Luigi spoke so 
favourably to his Majesty of my personal character, as well as 
of my artistic skill, that the king declared his desire to make 
my acquaintance. 

Just then I was putting my whole energies into the model 
for the Pope’s button, whicli I made exactly the size the finished 
work was to be. But many men in the goldsmith*.s trade resented 
my being employed on it, for they felt capable of doing the 
thing themselves. Ncjw there had come to Rome a certain 
Michelotto, very skilful in engraving on cornelian, a very clever 
jeweller withal, and a man of years and great reputation. He 
had undertaken the repair of the Pope's two tiaras. While I 
was making the model, he was much surprised I did not come 
to him for advice, he being a very able man, and in great 
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favour with the Pope. In the end, when he saw I djd not mean 
to approach him, he came to me and asked me what I was 
working at. “On a commission from the Pope,” I answered. 
Then he went on, “The Pope has ordered me to supervise 
everything that is made for him.” To which I replied that I 
should first ask his Holiness, and then should know what 
answer to make him. He said I should be sorry if I did this; 
and going away from me in a rage, he foregathered with all the 
others of his trade. When they had talked the matter over, 
they gave it into the hands of Michele, who was clever enough 
to get more than thirty designs made by able designers of the 
button which had been ordered. Now he had the ear of the 
Pope; and making a pact with another jeweller called Pompeo, 
a Lilian man— also a great favourite of his Holiness, and a 
relation of Messer Traiano, first chamberlain of the househ dd 
— these two, to wit, Michele and Pompeo, told Pope Clement 
they had seen my model, and that in their opinion I was not 
capable of cr»rrving out so important a thing. I'he Pope replied 
that he, too, must sec it. Then if I were really not capable, he 
would find some one who was. Whereupon they told him they 
had some splendid designs ready. That was a very good thing, 
said he, but added that he would rather not see them till I had 
finished mine, when he w^ould inspect them all together. In a 
few days I had completed my model, and I took it one morning 
to his Holiness. Messer Traiano made me wait, and sent off at 
once for Michelotto and Pompeo, bidding them bring their 
designs. As soon as they had come, we were all shown in. 
Michele and Pompeo made haste to open out their drawings, 
and the Pope was just as eager to look at them. Designers 
who are not in the jcweller^s trade do not know how stones 
should be placed, and these had not been taught by practical 
men. For, of course, a jeweller, when he has to introduce figures 
among his precious stones, must know how to draw and com- 
pose a design; otherwise he can do nothing of any worth. So 
in all those designs the marvellous diamond had been set right 
in the middle of God-the-Father's breast. The Pope, w^ho had 
excellent taste, saw this blunder, and had no opinion of them 
at all. When he had looked at ten, he threw the rest on the 
41oor, and said to me, who was standing aside, “Now, Ben- 
venuto, let's have a glance at yours, that I may see if you have 
made the same mist^e.” I stepped forward, and opened a little 
round box. A light seemed to kindle in the Pope's eye, and he 
cried aloud, “ If you had been my very own self, you must have 
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done it jus^Jike this. These fellows could have found no better 
way of shaming themselves.'* And many great lords coming up, 
the Pope pointed out the difference between my model and 
the others* designs. 

When he had praised it to the skies, and the rest stood terrified 
and dazed in the presence, he turned to me with, **But one 
difficulty occurs to me, and it is no slight matter. Benvenuto, 
my friend, wax is easy to work in. The point is to do it in gold.’* 
To this I replied eagerly, ** Most holy Father, if I do not do it 
ten times better than my model here, it is agreed you do not 
pay me.** Hereupon there arose cries from the courtiers standing 
round; for they said I was promising too much. But one of 
them, a very great philosopher, spoke up for me, saying, “If 
I may judge from this young man's countenance and the sym- 
metry of his person, he will do all that he says, and more.*’ And 
the Pope rejoined, “ That’s why I, too, have confidence in him.” 
And calling his chamberlain, Messer Traiano, he bade him bring 
five hundred gold ducats of the Camera. While we were waiting 
for the money, he again, and more at leisure, examined my 
ingenious method of employing the diamond with the God- 
the-Fathcr. I had placed it exactly in the middle, and above it 
I had represented the Almighty seated in a noble posture, 
turned away somewhat from the spectator. This was a har- 
monious arrangement, and did not destroy the effect of the 
jewel. With His right hand held up, He was giving the bene- 
diction. Beneath the diamond I had placed three cherubs, 
supporting the stone with their uplifted arms. The middle one 
was in high relief, the other two in half. Round about were 
others, variously arranged with the rest of the fine jewels. 
God-the-Father had a floating mantle, from wliich my little 
cherubs peeped out; and there were other charming decorations 
besides, each adding to the exquisite result. I had made the 
thing in white stucco on black stone. When the money wa.s 
brought, the Pope gave it to me with his own hand, and in his 
pleasantest manner begged me to finish the button so that 
it might be worn in his days; adding that it would be a good 
thing for me. 

xlv. I carried off the money and the model; and it seemed 
to me an age till I could put my hand to the work. At the entt 
of eight eager and laborious days, the Pope sent his chamber- 
lain, a very great Bolognese nobleman, with a message that 
I was to go to him and take with me what I had done. On 
our way this chamberlain, who was the most agreeable person 
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about the Court; told me it was not altogether to sfjie the work 
that the Pope had sent for me. He meant dso to give me another 
thing to do of the greatest importance; namely; the making of 
dies for the money of the Roman Mint. I had better be prepared 
with an answer to his Holiness; and for that reason he had 
warned me. On being admitted to the Pope, I displayed the 
thin gold plate, on which was fashioned as yet only the God- 
the-Father. But this first sketch showed more strength and 
skill than the wax model, so that the Pope cried in his astonish- 
ment, “ Prom this day forward I am willing to believe whatever 
you tell me.*' Then he paid me the most extravagant compli- 
ments, and added, “I want to give you another commission 
which I have as much at heart as this one — ^nay, more — if you 
are able to undertake it.** Then he told me of his great desire 
to have dies made for his money; asked me if I had ever ma?^e 
any, and if I was bold enough to attempt such a thing. I replied 
that I was most willing, that I had seen how such things were 
done, though T had never made them. In the presence was a 
(!ertain Messer lomuiaso of Prato, datary to his Holiness. Now 
he was very thick with my enemies, and so he said, “ Most holy 
Pather, you heap such favours on this young man, who is 
naturally over-confident, that he would promise to remake 
the world for you. Already you have given him one big piece 
of work ; now you add a bigger, and one will fight against the 
other.** The Pope turned on him in a rage, telling him to mind his 
own business. Then he ordered me to make a model of a broad 
golden doubloon. On one side was to be a Christ, naked, with 
Ilis hands tied, and the legend Ecce Homo] on the reverse a 
pope and an emperor, both of them propping a cross on the 
point of falling, with the inscription, Unus spiritus et unafid^^ 
erat in eis. When the Pope had given me the conunission foi 
this beautiful coin, in came Bandinello the sculptor, who was 
not yet made a knight, and with his wonted presumption clothed 
in ignorance, he said, “When these goldsmiths get such fine 
work to do, one has to find designs for them.’* At which I turned 
on him, saying I had no need of his help in my art, but had 
good hope, in time, with my designs to trouble him a bit in his 
own business. The Pope was as delighted as possible with 
these words, and said to me, “Go now, my Benvenuto, and give 
all your mind to serving me, and pay no heed to what fools 
say.** So I went away, and with all the speed in the world made 
tw'o steel dies. Then having stamped a coin, I carried them all 
to the Pope one Sunday after dinner. When he saw them he 
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was astounded^ and his great satisfaction was not merely on 
account of tne fine work, but also for the quickness of my execu* 
tion. And to add to his pleasure and wonder, I had brought with 
me all the old coins which had been made in the pa^t by those 
skilful men who had ser\'ed Pope Julius and Pope Leo. Seeing 
he was much more pleased with mine, I drew out of my bosom 
a petition asking for the office of Stampmaster to the Mint. 
It was worth six golden crowns a month, without counting 
the dies, which were paid by the Master of the Mint at a ducat 
for three. The Pope took my petition, and giving it into the 
hands of the datary, told him to see to the business at once. 
The datary took the paper, but as he was putting it in his 
pocket, he said, “Most holy Father, your Holiness should not 
go at such a furious pace. These are matters that merit some 
consideration.” Then the Pope answered, “I have heard you. 
Now give me back the petition.” And taking it, he sign^ it 
with his own hand, and returned it with the words, “There, 
the thing is settled. Hasten the matter; such is my will — ^for 
Benvenuto’s shoes are worth more than the eyes of all those 
other dull idiots.” So having thanked his Holiness, I went off 
to my w’ork in the highest spirits. 

xlvi. I was still working in the shop of Raffaello del Moro, 
whom I have spoken of. Now the good man had a fair young 
daughter, for whom he had his eye on me. And 1, half aware 
of this, was quite willing. But while inwardly cherislung the 
desire, I showed nothing of it to the world. Indeed, so distant 
was I in my courteyes that he wondered at me. Now this poor 
child had a disease in her right hand, which had eaten into the 
bones of the little finger and the next one. Through the heed- 
lessness of her father, she was attended by an ignorant quack, 
who said her whole right arm would be maimed, even if nothing 
worse came to pass. When 1 .saw her poor father appalled at 
the prospect, I told him I did not believe all the ignorant doctor 
said. He replied that he had no acquaintance with any doctors 
or surgeons ; and begged me, if I knew of one, to call him in. 
Without delay I sent for a certain Maestro Giacomo of Perugia, 
a most distinguished surgeon. The poor young girl was in 
despair, having guessed the verdict of the quack; but when 
the man of skill had seen her, he said, on the contrary, that no 
harm would come of the thing, and that she would be perfectly 
able to use her right hand; and that though the two last fingers 
might be a little weaker than the others, this w^ould not matter 
in the least. So he began his treatment; and when, after a few 
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days^ he was about to cut out the diseased portions of the 
bones, the father called me and asked me to look on while this 
was being done. For his operation Maestro Giacomo used some 
rough steel instruments. Seeing that with these he made little 
way, and hurt the girl terribly, I told him to stop and to wait 
a few minutes for me. So I ran to the shop, and made a little 
tool of finest steel, curved, thin as a hair, and sharp as a razor. 
Then I ran back with it to tlie Maestro, who began to operate 
so gently that she felt no pain ; and in a short time the thing 
was finished. For this service, and for other reasons, too, the 
worthy man conceived a greater affection for me than for his 
two sons. And so it was he set himself in good earnest to the 
care of his lovely young daughter. 

I had a very good friend in Messer Giovanni Gaddi, a cierk 
of the Camera, who took the greatest delight in the arts, though 
he had no talent for them himself. Living with him were Messer 
Giovanni, a ^^erv learned Greek; Messer Lodovico da Fano, 
another man of learning; Messer Antonio Allegretti: and the 
young Messer Annibal Caro. Belonging to tliis society, though 
not of the household, were Messer Bastiano the Venetian, a 
most eminent painter, and myself; and nearly every day we 
saw each other at Messer Giovanni*s. So it came about that the 
worthy goldsmith Raffaello, aware of this friendship, said to 
Messer Giovanni, *'My friend, you know me. Now I want to 
marry my young daughter to Benvenuto; and as I can think 
of no better go-between than your honour, I beg you to help 
me, and to settle as it please you what portion of my property 
shall be her dowry.” Hardly had the good fellow finished 
speaking when the scatter-brained fool broke in, in the most 
purposeless fashion, with “wSpeak no more of this, Raffaellc, 
for you are farther from your end than is January from mul- 
berries.” So his hopes being dashed, the poor man tried to 
marry her to some one else; and the mother, the girl herself, 
indeed the whole family, were angry with me, while I knew 
nothing of the reason. When I saw I was only getting bad money 
for all the courtesy with ^ich I had treated them, I made 
up my mind to open a shop in their neighbourhood. And Messer 
Giovanni never told me a word of the matter till the girl was 
married, which took place a few months later. 

In the meantime I was striving hard to finish my work, and 
was serving the Mint the while; for the Pope again gave me an 
order for a coin of the value of two carlins. His ‘^'wn head was to 
be stamped on the face; and on the reverse, a Christ upon the 
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waters stretching out His hand to St. Peter, with the legend, 
Quare dubitasti ? This coin gave so much satisfaction that a 
certain secretary of the Pope, a very able man called II Sanga, 
said: Your Holiness may congratulate yourself on having such 
coins as the ancients, with all their splendour, never possessed.” 
Whereupon the Pope replied, " And ^nvenuto, too, is fortunate 
in serving an Emperor like me, who know his talents.” While 
I was working at the great gold piece, I showed it often to the 
Pope, for he entreated me so to do, and every time he saw it 
,he was more astonished. 

xlvii. My brother was now also in Rome, in the service of 
Duke Alessandro, to whom the Pope had lately given the duchy 
of Penna, and who attached to himself a number of right 
valiant soldiers, trained in the school of that distinguished 
captain, Giovanni de* Medici. My brother was of this company, 
and by the Duke esteemed among the best. Well, after dinner 
one day, he went to the shop of Baccino della Croce, in the Banks, 
which was a gathering-place of these braves. There sitting down 
on a seat, he fell asleep. Just then passed by the Bargello guards, 
conducting a certain Captain Cisti, a Lombard, to prison. He, 
too, had been of the school of the great Lord Giovannino, but 
was not now in the service of the Duke. Captain Cattivanza 
degli Strozzi happened to be also in Bac'cino della Croce’s shop. 
Cisti caught sight of him, and said to him in passing, “I was 
bringing you some crowns I ow'ed you; if you w^ant them, come 
for them before they lock me up.” Now Cattivanza loved to 
egg others on, though he would not risk much himself; so 
seeing several young fellows of spirit, more ready to dare than 
fit to embark on such an ad\'enture, he bade them step up to 
Captain Cisti and make him give them the money. Should the 
guard resist, they were to defy it, if they had spirit enough. 
There were only four of these youths, and all four beardless. 
One was called Bertino ^Mdobrandi, another Anguillotto, of 
Lucca. The names of the others I cannot recall. Now^ Bertino 
had been trained by my brother, who felt the warmest affection 
for him. So, behold the four plucky young fellows coming up 
with the Bargello guards, who were more than fifty, and armed 
with pikers, arquebuses, and two-handed swords. Wasting but 
few words, the four put their hands to their weapons, and so 
harassed the guards, that had Captain Cattivanza but shown 
himself, even had he never drawn his sword, they would have 
put the gang to flight. But he delayed, and Bertino was wounded 
sorely, and he fell. Then Anguillotto at the same moment was 
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wounded in the right ann, and no longer able to hold|his sword, 
he retired as well as he could. The others did the same, and 
Bertino Aldobrandi was lifted from the ground in a serious 
condition. 

xlviii. While all this was happening we were at table, for 
that morning we were dining more than an hour later than usual. 
Hearing the noise, one of the sons, the elder, Giovanni by name, 
rose to go and see the fight. I called to him, “ For God’s sake, 
don’t go ! There’s always something to lose and nothing to gain 
in rows of that sort.” And his father, too, said, “My son, I beg 
you not to go.” But the youth would listen to none of us, and 
ran downstairs. Reaching the Banks, where the fight was going 
on, he saw Bertino being lifted from the ground. Then he 
turned and ran back. But on the way he met Cecchino, my 
brother, who asked liim what was up. Some of the people 
standing by signed to Giovanni not to tell; but like the mad 
fool he was, he blurted out that Bertino i\ldobrandi had been 
murdered by the guard. My poor brother set up sucli a roar you 
might have heard it ten miles o£E. Then he said to Giovanni, 
“ Ah, could you but tell me w^hich of them has been the death 
of my friend I” Giovanni answered, “Yes; it was a man with 
a two-handed sw'ord and a blue feather in his cap.” On rushed 
my poor brother, and recognising the murderer by these signs, 
he threw himself with all his marvellous agility and dash into 
the midst of the guards; and ere his particular enemy could 
help himself, he struck him in the belly, ran him through, and 
felled him to the ground with his sword-hilt. Then he turned 
on the others with such skill and fire that he alone would have 
put the whole of them to flight, had he not wheeled round to 
have at an arquebusier, wdio. to defend himself, let off his gun 
and hit the brave unlucky youth just above the right knee 
As soon as he had fallen, the scattered guards made off in haste, 
lest another, like unto this assailant, should come up. Hearing 
that the tumult still continued, I, too. rose from table, and 
girt on my sword— for every man carried one in those days. 
At the Santo Agnolo bridge I saw a large grou^of men. I pushed 
on, and being known to some of them, place was made for me; 
and I saw the last thing in the world I would have seen — ^yet 
there I was, all eagerness to look. At first I did not recognise 
him, for he was dressed in different clothes from those 1 had 
seen him in a little wdiilc before. So it was he that first knew 
me, and said, “Dearest brother, do not lament my evil case, 
for in my profession 1 was bound to look for this. Only let me 
F 
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be taken away from here at once, for I have but a little while 
to live.” while he was speaking they told me all that had 
happened, with the brevity the case called for. Then I replied, 
** Brother, this is the greatest grief, the g^eatcs^ evil that can 
ever befall me. But be of good heart, for before you lose sight 
of him who wTOught you this hurt, you shall see yourself 
revenged by my hands.” His words and mine were to this 
clear effect, but of the briefest. 

xlix. The guard was now fifty paces off, for Maffio, their 
captain, had made a portion of them turn back to take away 
the body of the corporal whom my brother had killed. So 
hurrying along, wrapped round closely in my mantle, I came 
up with Mafho. Of a certainty I was near killing him, for the 
crowd w’as thick enough, and I was in the midst of it. Quick 
as lightning I had drawn my sword half out of its scabbard, 
when Berlinghier Berlinghieri, a most valorous young man, 
and a great friend of mine, seized my arms from behind. Four 
other young fellow's were with him, and they cried to Maffio, 
“Off with you, for this man by hiiiV'clf was on the point of 
killing you.” “Who is he?” asked Maffio. “Brother of the man 
you see lying there,” they answered. Having heard quite enough, 
the captain retired to the Torre di Nona as fast as possible, and 
my friend, turning to me, said, “ Ben\ enuto, we kept you back 
against your will, but we did it fur your good. Now let us go 
and help him who is shortly to die.” So we went back to my 
brother, whom I had carried into a house. The doctors cQ^^sulted 
together and treated him, but they could not make up their 
minds to cut off his leg, else they might perchance have 
saved him. 

As soon as the wound had been seen to, Duke Alessandro 
appeared, and spoke words of kindly affection; and my brother, 
who was still clear in his mind, .said to him: “My lord, for 
nothing do I grieve save that your Excellency loses a servant 
who might be excelled in valour in his profession, but than 
whom none ever served you with more love and faithfulness.” 
The Duke bade him make up his mind to live; as for the rest, 
well did he know him for a man of worth and valour. Then 
turning to the men who were with him, he told them to let 
the gallant youth want for nothing. After the Duke had gone, 
Cecchino became delirious from the great flow of blood winch 
could not be staunched; so that all next night he was qoite 
frenzied, save that when they wished to give him the communion, 
he said, “You would have done well to confess me before. Now 
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it is not possible for me to receive the divine sacranqf nt in this 
wrecked body of mine. Be satisfied that I receive it with the 
divinity of the eyes, through which it shall reach my immortal 
soul, which begs mercy and pardon of God.*' When he had said 
these words, the host was raised; but he fell at once into the 
same delirium as before — nay, his ravings grew still worse, and 
he uttered the most horrible words imaginable all that night 
till daybreak. As the sun rose above the horizon, he turned to 
me and said, “ My brother, I will stay no longer here, for these 
people will drive me to what will make them repent having 
meddled with me.” Then he flung out both legs, and raised the 
injured one (which we had placed in a very heavy box) as if he 
were about to mount his horse. Turning his face to me, he 
said three time.s, “Adieu! adieu! adieu !*^ and with the last 
word that valiant soul passed out. 

At the appointed hour, which was evening, at twenty-two of 
the clock, I had him buried with the greatest honour in the 
Church of the Florentines ; and later I raised to him a beautiful 
marble momu./^rtt. on which were cut trophies and banners. 
I must not forget to say that, when one of his friends asked him 
which of the arquebusiers shot him, and if he recognised him, 
he said yes, and he described the man. Although my brother 
took precautions against my hearing this, yet 1 had heard it 
perfectly; and in the proper place 1 shall tell what came of it. 

1. To return to the stone. Certain very distinguished men of 
letters, who knew my brother, brought me an epigram, which 
they said the admir ible young man had merited. It ran thus: 
Francisco Cellino Florentino, qui quod in teneris annis ad Joannem 
Medicem ducem plures victorias reiulit et signifer fuit, facile 
docunienium dedit quantce fortitudinis et consilii vir futurus erat, 
ni crudrlis fati archhuso Irans/ossus, quinto aetatis lustro jaceret, 
Benvenntus f rater posuit. Obiit die xxvii Maii, MDXXIX, He 
was twenty-five years old. Now because among the soldiers he 
was called Ccochino del Piffero — his real name being Giovan- 
francesco Cellini — I wished to have the name by which he was 
commonly known written under our arms. So I had it cut in 
fine antique letters, which were all broken save the first and 
last. I was asked by those men of learning who had made the 
fine epitaph for me, the reason of the broken letters; and I said 
because that wonderful machine, his lx)dy, was wrecked and 
dead. And as for the two entire letters, the first was in memory 
of that great gift from God, his soul, lit up by His divinity, the 
which was never broken ; the last was for the glorious fame of 
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his valorojis deeds. This conceit pleased them very much; and 
since then others have made use of the same device. Near the 
name I cut on the stone the arms of our house of Cellini, which, 
however, I did not follow quite exactly. For, as may be seen in 
Ravenna, that most ancient city, where there are Cellinis of 
honourable and gentle quality, the arms are a golden lion ram- 
pant on a field of azure, clasping a lily gules in its right paw, 
with a label-in-chief and three little lilies or. These are the real 
Cellini arms. My father showed me a scutcheon which had 
only the paw along with the other bearings; but I like better 
to keep to that of the Ravenna Cellinis. To return to what I 
carved on my brother’s tomb. I put in the lion’s paw, but it 
grasped a hatchet instead of the lily, with the held of the arms 
quartered; and the hatchet was there only that I might not 
forget to revenge him. 

li. I worked with the utmost energy to finish the gold work 
for Pope Clement, which he was in a great hurry for. Two or 
three times a week would he call me, so much did he want to 
see it, and each time he was better pleased. But frequently 
he reproved me, almost scolding me for my deep gloom on 
account of my brothers death; and still seeing me more over- 
come and wretched than was right, he said, one day, ‘‘Oh, 
Benvenuto, I did not know you were demented. Haven’t you 
learnt before now that for death there is no remedy,^ You are 
doing your best to follow him.” 

I took my leave of the Pope, and went on with my gold 
work and the dies for the Mint; but now better to me than 
courting a sweetheart was watching that arquebusier who had 
killed my brother.* ITiis man had once been a light cavalry 
soldier, and then had enlisted as arquebusier among the Bar- 
gello’s corporals. Now what added to my wrath was that he 
boasted of the thing, saying, “If it hadn’t been for me, who 
killed that brave young fellow, in another minute, he, by him- 
self, would have put us all to flight, with great damage, too.” 
At last I saw that my suffering, caused by the constant sight 
of him, was hindering me from sleeping and from eating, and 
leading me along an evil road. I stifled the thought of how 
low and dishonourable the undertaking was, and one evening 
I resolved once and for all to be done with the trouble. The 
man lived near a place called Torre Sanguigna, next door to a 
house where lodged one of the most favourite courtesan^ of 
Rome, called Signora Antca. The clock had just struck twetity- 
four. 'Fhc arqrebusier stood in the doorway after supper, sword 
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in hand. I crept up stealthily, and with a Pistofan dagger 
dealt him a back stroke, thinking to cut his head right off. 
But he wheeled round suddenly, and the blow fell on the top 
of his left shoulder, cleaving the bone. Up he sprang, and dazed 
by the sore pain, he threw aside his sword, and began to run. 
I followed after, and came up with him in a step or two. Then 
raising my dagger above liis bent head, I struck him on the 
nape of the neck, and the weapon went in so deep that I could 
not for all my efforts draw it out. For just then out of Antea^s 
house came four soldiers clutching their swords, so that I was 
forced to handle mine to defend myself from them. Leaving 
my dagger sticking there, I made off, for fear of being recognised, 
to Duke Alessandro’s house, between the Piazza Navona and 
the Rotunda. As soon as I got there I told the Duke, who gave 
me to understand that, if I was alone, I had only to keep quiet 
and all should be well. I was to go on with the Pope’s work, 
since he was so anxious to have it; and for eight days I had 
better work within doors. The soldiers who had stof)ped me 
had now aT^iM. !, and were relating the whole affair; they had 
the dagger in tlieir hands, and told the great trouble they had 
had to pull it out of the neck-bone and head of the dead man, 
whose name they did not know. At this up came Giovan Bandini 
and said to them, ‘‘This dagger is mine, and I lent it to Ben- 
venuto, who wanted to re\'enge his brother.” Then the soldiers 
could not say enough of their regret at having interrupted me, 
though, indeed, I had got my fill of revenge. 

More than eight days passed, and the Pope did not send for 
me as was his wont; but at last he begged his chamberlain, the 
Bolognese nobleman of whom I have already spoken, to go and 
fetch me. With the utmost courtesy, the messenger told me 
that his Holiness knew everything, that he wi.^’ucd me well in 
every way, and that I was to go on working and keep quiet. 
Neverthcles.s, wdien I was admitted, he glowered: his eyes alone 
w’ere enough to scare me. But when he examined my work, his 
face softened; he heaped praises on me, and said I had done 
a very great deal in very little time. Then looking me straight 
in the face, he added, “Now that you have recovered, Ben- 
venuto, give heed to your w^ay of life.” And I catching his 
meaning, said I w'ould do .so. Without delay I opened a hand* 
some shop in the Bunks, opposite Raffaello’s, and there in a few 
months’ time I finished the piece of work I had in hand. 

lii. The Pope had sent me all the jewels except the diamond, 
which in an hour of need he had pledged to some Genoese 
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bankers, S& I had all the other stones, but only a model of the 
diamond. I kept five excellent journeymen; for besides this 
piece of work I was doing a great deal of other business, so that 
the shop was crammed with valuable property, jewels, and gold, 
and silver. Now I kept a hairy dog in the house, a big, handsome 
creature which had been given me by Duke Alessandro. Though 
he was really a hunting dog, good for picking up all soats of 
birds and other creatures when I was out shooting, yet he was 
wonderfully useful, too, as a watch dog. Now it happened about 
this time that (allowing myself the privileges of my age, which 
was nine and twenty) I had engaged a very beautiful and 
graceful girl as my servant. I used licr as a model in my work, 
and also enjoyed her favours. So I had my room apart from 
those of my workmen, and far away from the shop, and joined 
by an ante-room to the little hole which belonged to the young 
servant-maid. I used often to be with her; and though I sleep 
as lightly as any man, yet on such occasions my slumber was 
very heavy and deep. So it w^as one night in particular. Now 
a thief, who had given himself out to be a goldsmith, had been 
watching me, had cast an eye upon the jewels, and made up his 
mind to rob me. So this night he ransacked the shop, and 
found a number of little gold and silver articles. But while he 
was in the act of breaking open some boxes to find the jewels, 
the dog rushed at him, and it was all he could do to defend 
himself with his sword. Then the creature ran hither and thither 
about the house, and entered the workmen '.s rooms, which were 
open, for it was summer time. When, for all his loud barking, 
they would not awake, he pulled the coverlets off them. And 
when still they would not hear, he seized one after another by 
the arm till he forced them to look up. Then barking with all 
his might, he tried to make them follow him. But at last he 
saw they would not, for the villains got angry, and began to 
throw stones and sticks at the dog. This they could see to do, 
for by my orders they kept a light burning all night. Then in 
the end they shut their doors, and the creature giving up all hope 
of help from the rasails, set himself alone to the adventure. 
Down he ran, only to find the thief had left the shop. But he 
found him, and struggling with him, tore the cloak from his 
back; and who knows what else would have happened, if the 
man had not railed on some tailors to help him, l)egging them 
for the love of God to defend him from a mad dog. Thinking 
he spoke the truth, they rushed out and with great trouble 
drove the beast off. 
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Day broke^ and when the workmen came down lo the shop 
they found it open, everything in confusion, and all the cases 
broken into. Then they began to call aloud, ** Alack-a-day! 
alack-a-day!*' and I, hearing this, and alarmed at the noise, 
ran out. Vi^en I appeared, they cried, “Oh, unhappy men that 
we are ! We have been robbed by someone who 1ms broken all 
the cases, and taken ever)rthing away!“ These words wrought 
so strongly on me that I had not the courage to go to my chest 
to see if the Pope’s jewels were still there. Indeed, such was 
my terror, that bewildered and almost blinded, I told them 
instead to open the box and see what was missing. The young 
men, who were all in their shirts, opened the chest and found 
all the jewels and with them the gold article I was working on. 
Then overjoyed, they cried out, “There’s no great harm done, 
for your work and the jewels are all here — though the thief 
has left us nothing but our shirts; for last night we all un- 
dressed in the shop on account of the great heat, and we left 
our clothes here.” My strength then came back to me, and 
I said to r^y . “Thank God all of you; and dothe your- 
selves anew, and 1 shall pay for everything when I have heard 
the whole story more at leisure.” 

Wliat troubled me most, — what, indeed, bewildered and 
terrified me, on whom fear is not wont to have much hold, was 
the thought that people might say I had made up the story of 
the robber only that 1 might steal tlie jewels. For. indeed, Pope 
Clement had been w'arned by some of his most intimate friends, 
such as Francesco id Nero, Zano de’ Biliotti, his accountant, 
the Bishop of Vaison, and others of that sort, who said to him. 
“Most holy Father, how can you trust jewels of such value to 
a reckless, fiery young man, who is more immersed in armr 
than in art, and is not yet thirty ye;irs old?” Tc this the Pope 
replied by asking if they knew of my having done anything 
which would give colour to such suspicions. P'rancesco del Nero, 
his treasurer, at once replied, “No, most holy P'ather, bcca»^se 
he has never had a chance.” Whereupon the Pope answered, 
“I believe him to be honest through and through, and even 
did I sec him do wrong, I should not believe my eyes." So this 
was the thing which troubled me most, and which I now 
suddenly recalled. 

When I had made provision for the young men’s new clothes, 
I took my piece of work, setting the jewels as best I could in 
their places, and went off with them in all haste to the Pope. 
Francesco del Nero had told him of the noises which had been 



84 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

heard in %iy shop^ and his suspicions had been roused at once. 
Rushing to the conclusion that some misfortune had occurred^ 
he turned a terrible look on me, and said in a haughty ^ oice, 
"'What have you come here for? What is the matter?” “Here 
are all your jewels and the gold ! Not a thing is missing,” I cried. 
At that his face cleared, and he said, *‘Then you are welcome.” 
I showed him the gold piece, and while he was looking at it, 
I told him all about the thief and my anxieties, and what had 
been my greatest worry. While I was speaking, he turned 
several times and looked me straight in the face, and as Fran- 
cesco del Nero was also with him, it seemed as if he half regretted 
his suspicions. In the end the Pope burst out laughing at all 
the things I had to tell him, and as he took leave of me said, 
*‘Be oflF, and see that you remain the honest fellow I know 
you for.” 

liii. While I was engaged on the Pope’s commission, and 
working steadily for the .Mint as well, there began to circulate 
in Rome certain false coins stamped with my own special dies. 
They were immediately brought to the Pope, who, when sus- 
picion was cast on me, said to Jacopo Balducci, the Mtister of 
the Mint, ^‘Do your very utmost to find the culprit, for we 
know that Benvenuto is an honest man.” But this rascally 
Mint-master, who was my enemy, rejoined, “ Please God, most 
holy Father, that it be as you say, for we have reason to think 
the contrary.” Whereupon the Pope turned to the governor of 
Rome, and ordered him to take immediate steps to find the 
guilty man. While the inquiries were being made, he'^ent for 
me; cunningly led up to the question of the coins, and just at 
the right moment, .said, “ Benvenuto, would you dare to make 
false money?” To this I answered that I believed I could do it 
better than any of the men engaged in the vile trade ; for those 
who betake themselves to that mean business are not such as 
know how to earn money, nor have they any real talent, whereas 
I. with my poor wits, earned as much as I needed. For when I 
made dies for the Mint, every, morning before dinner 1 had 
earned at least three crow'n^— -such was the usual payment; 
and indeed that rascal of a Mint-master bore me no goodwill, 
because he would fain have got them cheaper. Thus w'hat I 
gained by God’s grace and men’s favour was quite enough for 
me; and in making false coins I should not come off so well. 
The Pope saw clearly what 1 meant; and whereas before he had 
ordered them to watch .shrewdly lest I should le<we Rome, row 
he said they were to make thorough search for the real culprit, 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 85 

and to leave me out of the business; for he had no ^jrish to vex 
me, and thus perhaps to lose my servaces. Those to whom he 
gave these peremptory orders were clerks of the Camera, who 
set about the search with due diligence, in accordance with 
their duty, and found the culprit without delay. He was a 
stamper of the Mint, called Ceseri Macherone, a citizen of 
Rome. His accomplice, a metal-founder, also in the service of 
the Mint, was arrested along with him. 

liv. On that same day I happened to be passing through the 
Piazzo Navona with my fine dog. I had reached the Bargello 
gate when the creature gave a great bound, and, barking loudly, 
dashed in at the opening and threw himself on a young man, 
who had just been arrested on suspicion of robbing a certain 
Donnino, a Parma goldsmith, once a pupil of Caradosso. My 
dog was evidently so bent on tearing him savagely to pieces 
that the police were moved to pity; and the more so as the bold 
young fellow had plenty to say for himself, and Donnino could 
not make out a clear case against him. Besides, one of the 
corporals of guards, a Genoese, knew the youth’s father. 
So what between the dog and these other circumstances, they 
were in a mind to let the fellow go his way without hindrance. 
But as soon as I came up, the dog, afraid of neither swords 
nor sticks, was throwing itself again on him ; and I was told that 
if I did not take the beast away, they would murder it. I tugged 
at the creature as hard as I could; but while the young man 
was pulling up his cloak, some little paper packets fell out of 
the hood, and Domino recognised in them some things of his. 
I, too, caught sight of a little ring I knew wtII, and cried out, 
“This is the man wiio broke into iny >hop and robbed me. 
That’s why my dog know's him again.” I let go the dog, and he 
flew at the fellow once more. Then the thief pleaded with me, 
promising to return what he had mine. So while I held th»' 
dog fast, he gave up all the gold and silver and rings he had 
.stolen, and five and twenty crowms be.sides. Then he begged 
for mercy, whereat I advised him to recommend himself to God, 
saying I should do him nor harm nor good. Then f w-ent back 
to my business. A few' days after, (>Neri Macherone, the coiner, 
was hanged in the Banks, in front of the door of the Mint, and 
hi.'i companion was .sent to the galleys. The Genoese robber was 
hanged in the Campo di Fiore ; and my fame as an honest man 
was higher than ever before. 

Iv. I had just nearly finished my work wlien the huge inunda- 
tion took place which flooded the whole of Rome. The day was 
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waning I stood watching it. Twenty-two o’clock had just 
struck, and I saw the water rising very fast. Now the front of 
my house and shop was towards the Banks; but the back was 
several cubits higher, and looked towards Monte Giordano. So 
thinking first of my safety, and then of my honour, I secured 
all the jewels on my person, and left my gold work in the keeping 
of my workmen. Then, barefoot, I got down through my baick 
window, and, as well as I could, waded through the water till 
I found myself at Monte Cavallo, where I found Messer Giovanni 
Gaddi, clerk of the Camera, and Bastiano Venc nano, the painter. 
Greeting Messer Giovanni, I gave all the jewels into his custody; 
for he looked on me as his brother. A few days later, when the 
fury of the flood had passed, I went back to my shop, and 
finished my work so happily, by God’s help and my own efforts, 
that it was held to be the finest thing of the kind ever seen in 
Rome. When I took it to the Pope, he could not sing my praises 
loud enough. “If I were a rich emperor,” said he, “I would give 
my Benvenuto all the land his eyes could run over. But we in 
these days are poor bankrupt princes; nevertheless, we shall 
give him bread sufficient for his little wants.” I let him chatter 
his fill ; and then I asked him for a macc-hcarer’s place which 
was vacant. On which he said he wanted to give me something 
far more important than tl^at. But I begged his Holiness to give 
me this little thing in the meanwhile as a pledge. He burst out 
laughing, and said he was willing, but he did not want me to 
serve; and he bade me arrange with the other miU'e- bearers that 
I should be exempt. Then he granted the favour whTch they 
had already asked of him, namely, leave to make legal claim for 
their salaries. This -was done. And out of the mace-bc*arer’s post 
I made little less than two hundred crowns a year. 

Ivi. I continued to work for the Pope, now- in little things, 
now in big; and one day he ordered me to design a splendid 
chalice for him. For this I made both a drawing and a model 
in wood and wax. For the knob of the lid I had conceived three 
little figures of a fair size, in the round —Faith. Hope, and 
Charity," and for the stand, three corresponding designs, 
modelled in low relief, one being the Nativity of Christ, another 
the Resurrection, the third .St. Peter crucified with his head 
downwards— for so was I ordered to do the thing. While 1 was 
at work on this, the Pope was always wanting to see it. But as 
his Holiness had never remembered to give me anything, and 
as a post in the Fraternity of the Piombo was vacant,, one 
evening I asV?‘d him for it. The good Pope, quite forgetting 
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lus wild eulogy of me when I had finished the othil:' pieces of 
work, said, “The place in the Rombo is worth more than ei^ht 
hundred crowns, so that if I give it to you, you’ll do nothing 
but sit and scratch yourself in the sun; and then your fine 
dexterity of hand will all be wasted, and the blame will be mine.” 
Whereupon I broke out that cats of good breed hunt better 
fat than lean, and honest men use their talents to better purpose 
when they have enough to live on. “And so let it be known 
unto your Holiness,” I continued, “that those princes who 
generously maintain such men, give increase to their talents, 
which are born starveling and diseased; know, likewise, that 
I did not ask for the place thinking to obtain it. I am lucky 
enough to have that wretched mace-bearer’s post. I only played 
with the fancy of having this one. And your Holiness will do 
well, since he does not wish me to have it, to give it to an able 
and deserving man, and not to some great lazy lubber, who 
will sit and scratch himself in the sun, to use your Holiness’s 
own words. Take example from Pope Julius of happy memory, 
who gave a * vfhce to Bramante, the distinguished archi- 
tect.” And hastily doing him reverence, I went of! in a rage. 
Then there came in to him Ba.stiano \'eneziano, the painter, 
who said, “Most holy Fiithcr, let your Holine.ss be pleased to 
give the place to one who is zealous in his art. Now you know 
my zeal, and I beg that you will deem me worthy of it.” Said 
the Pope, “That devil of a Benvenuto will not brook being 
spoken to. I was disposed to give it to him, but he shouldn’t 
be so haughty with a Pope. So I am not sure what 1 shall do.” 
At that moment in came the Bishop of Vaison, w'ho pleaded 
for Basliano, saying, “Most holy Father, Benvenuto is young, 
and a sword by his side befits him better than a friar’s frock 
Let your Holiness be pleased to give the place to this worthy 
man Bastiano, and at another time you can give Benvenuto 
something which perhaps may suit him better than this.” Then 
the Pope turned to Messer Bartolommeo Valori, and said, 
“When you meet Benvenuto, tell him from me that it is his 
own fault that Bastiano the painter has got the post in the 
Rombo. But also let him know that the first good thing vacant 
shall be his. In the meantime he is to conduct himself well and 
finish my work.” Next evening, two hours after nightfall, 1 met 
Messer Bartolommeo Valori at the comer of the Mint. Two 
torch-bearers were walking in front of him, and he was in a 
tremendous hurry, having been called to the Pope. But when 
1 saluted him, he stopped and called my name, and with the 
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greatest cturtesy told me all his Holiness’s message, I replied 
that I should go on with my work wijh even greater diligence 
and zeal than I had shown before, but quite witliout hope of 
reward. TTien he reproved me. saying this was not the way to 
respond to the overtures of a Pope. To which I answered that, 
knowing his promises to be empty, I should be a fool were 
I to build my hopes on such words, or to give any other reply. 
And so I left him, and went to attend to my business. Now 
Messer Bartolommeo must have repejited my hot words, and 
perhaps he added to them, so that for more than two months 
the Pope never sent for me: and in all that time I would not 
have gone to the palace for anything in the world. But his 
Holiness was dying to have the work, and so he ordered Messer 
Roberto Pucci to look after me a bit. That good fellow came 
every day to see me, and had always a kindly word for me, 
as I had for him. The day was drawing near when the Pope 
was to go to Bologna. Perceiving at last that I would not go 
to him of my own accord, he sent me word by Messer Roberto 
that I was to bring my work, for he wished to see how 1 had got 
on. Tliis I did, and ha^'ing proved that the greater part was 
done, I begged him to give me five hundred crowns, part in pay- 
ment of the work, and the rest to procure gold to finish it. 
“Get on with it first,” said he; “make haste and have done 
with it.” I repeated that I would (oniplete it, if he provided me 
with money; and so I took my leave. 

Ivii. W'hen the Pope w'ent away to Bologna, he left Cardinal 
Salviati his legate in Rome ; and he ordered him to Fairy me 
about the work, saying, “Benvenuto is a man w'ho thinks little 
of his own talent,' and still less of us. Therefore, see that you 
keep him at the work, that I may find it complete on my 
return.” So that brute of a cardinal sent for me at the end 
of eight days, telling me to bring the thing ; whereupon I went 
to him, but without the chalice. When J wa.s before him, he 
broke out with, “Wliere’s that nibbish heap of yours Is it 
ready?” To which 1 replied, “O most reverend monsignor, it 
is not ready — nor is it likely to be so. Can one make bricks 
without straw?” At these w'ord'> the Cardinal, who looked more 
like an as.s than a human being, became uglier than ever, and 
cut into my answer with, “ I’ll send you to the galleys, and you’ll 
have the chance of finisliing it there.” I answered the beast 
according to his beastliness, and said, “ Monsignor, when I have 
committed a crime worthy of the galleys, you shall .send me 
there; but fo' my present sins I don’t fear your galleys. More- 
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over^ I tell you that, just because of your lordship' J meddling, 
ril not do a stroke more work on the thing. So don’t send for 
me again. This is the last you’ll see of me, were you to send 
the guards to fetch me.” The Cardinal afterwards adopted a 
coaxing tone, trying several times to show me it was my duty 
to continue the work, and to bring it up for inspection. But 
I answered his messengers, “ Tell Monsignor to send me the straw 
if he wishes me to finish my bricks”; and never another word 
did I answer, so that he gave up the business as a bad job. 

Iviii. When the Pope came back from Bologna, he asked for 
me at once, for the Cardinal had written the worst report 
possible of what I was about. In the greatest fury imaginable 
he sent word to me to come and show him the work : and I did 
so. Now while the Pope had been absent, I had had such a 
serious attack of inflammation in the eyes, that I almost died 
of the pain. That was the reason why I had not gone forward 
with the work. So much did I suffer that I thought of a cer- 
tainty I should lose my sight. Indeed, I had been calculating 
how much ’’'oui 1 .-uflice me to live on when I should be blind. 
Well, on my way to see the Pope I thought of how I could excuse 
myself for not having been able to get on with the work, and 
I determined, while his Holiness was examining the thing, to 
tell him about my case. But I had no chance of doing so, for 
at my entrance he burst out rudely, Here with your work I 
Is it finished ?” So I began unwrapping it. Then with still greater 
fury he cried, ‘‘God’s truth! you brag of not caring a rap for 
anybody. I tell you that, if it weren’t for the example of the 
thing. I’d throw you and your work out of the window!” Seeing 
that he was in a beast of a temper, my one thought was to 
remove myself from his presence; and while he was still hector- 
ing, I put the thing under my cloak, muttcriii^, “Nothing in 
the world could force a blind man to finish a piece of work 
like that”; whereat he roared still louder, “Come here! What 
are you saying?” I was in two minds w^hether I should ri::h 
headlong downstairs or not ; but I derided to stay, and, throwing 
myself on my knees, I cried out lustily — for he was roaring all 
the time — *'An6 when I have become blind, am I still forced 
to work?” Wlicreupon he answrered, “But you saw well enough 
to find your way here ; and I don’t believe a word you tell me !” 
Then when he had begun to speak in a calmer voice, I answered, 
“Let your Holiness ask his own doctor, and he will learn the 
truth.” “At our leisure we shall find out if things be as you 
say,” he rejoined. Perceiving by this that he was giving some 
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heed to at last^ 1 went on^ *^The sole cause of my serious 
malady, according to my belief^ is Cardinal Salviati. For as soon 
as your Holiness had gone away, he sent for me, and when I had 
come he called my work a rubbish heap, and said he would 
make me finish it in the galleys. And so did his insolent words 
affect me, that in my wild passion I felt my face on hre, and 
such a tremendous heat seized on my eyes that I could hardly find 
my way home. Then a few days after, two cataracts appeared, 
and I saw no light at all. Therefore, aher your departure I was 
able to get no work done.” Rising from my knees, I took my 
leave, and afterwards was told that the Pope said, “Give orders 
as on^ may, one cannot give discretion with them. I never told 
the Cardinal to put such heat into the business; and if it be true 
that Benvenuto has something the matter with his eyes, which 
I shall learn from my doctor, one must have some pity on him/’ 
Now there was in the presence a great friend of the Pope, a 
most distinguished person. He asked his Holiness what manner 
of man I was. “I ask you, most blessed Father, because it 
seemed to me you were at once more angry than I have ever 
seen you and more indulgent. That is why I ask you who he is. 
For if he deserves to be helped, I can let him into a secret which 
will cure his malady.” So the Pope replied, “He is the greatest 
master in his profession, and one day when you are with me, 
I shall let you see some wonderful work of his. I’ll show' you 
himself at the same time, and if you see you can do him some 
good, I shall be much pleased.” So three days later the Pope 
sent for me after dinner, and when I arrived this nobleman 
was with him. His Holiness bade my cope button be fetched, 
and in the meanwhile I drew out my chalice. The nobleman 
.said he had never seen so wonderful a work; and when the 
button was brought, his wonder grew still more, and, looking 
me in the face, he said, “ He is young to know so much, and 
still most apt to learn.” Then he asked my name. “ Benvenuto 
is my name,” I replied. To which he answered, “Benvenuto 
shall I now be to you. Take fleur-de-lis — blossoms, stalks, roots, 
and all— and stew them over a slow fire. With this water bathe 
youT eyes several times a day, and you will certainly be cured 
of the malady. Fiut first purge yourself, and then go on using 
the water.” I'he Pope spoke .some affectionate words to me^ and 
I went off rather more content than 1 had been. 

lix. It was true I had been ill; but I think I had caught the 
malady from that pretty young servant girl whom I had in 
my house at the time I was robbed. The French evil was latent 
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in me for four whole months; then all at once it civered my 
body. It did not show itself in the usual for I was covered 
with red boils of the size of farthings. The doctors were never 
willing to call it by the name of the French evil; and yet I told 
them why I thought it was so. I continued to treat myself in 
their fashion, and got no better. Then at last I made up my 
mind to take lignum vitae, against the wishes of the first doctors 
in Rome. I took it with the greatest system and abstinence you 
can imagine, and in a few days I felt very much better, so that 
at the end of fifty days I was cured, and as sound as a fish in 
the sea. Then as a restorative after my great exhaustion, as soon 
as winter came on, I amused myself with shooting. This forced 
me through the wind and the w'ater, and to stand about in 
the marshes, so that in a few days I was a hundred times 
worse than before. Once more I put myself into the hands of the 
doctors, and they w'ent on treating me; but I grew worse. When 
the fever attacked me again, I made up my mind to take the 
guaiac. The doctors would not hear of it, and told me that did 
I have recou**’-* while I still had fever, I should be dead 
in a week. However, I made up my mind to disol)ey them, and 
1 l:ept to the same system as before. When I had drunk the 
guaiac water for four days, the fever left me quite, and I began 
to feel \vonderfully restored. While I was treating myself thus, 
I was all the time getting on wdth the models ; and during this 
period of abstinence I made the finest things and the rarest 
designs I ever did in my life. At the end of fifty days I was 
altogether cured, unci with the utmost care set myself to fortify 
my health. After this long fast I was cleansed from my malady 
as if I had been born again. But though 1 took pleasure in the 
restoration of my health, I did nut work the less, now at the 
Pope's chalice and now at the Mint; each of tl.e ^ tasks had 
its due share of my energies. 

lx. Now it fell out that (liardinal Sal via ti was made legate to 
Parma; and he bore me a great ill-will, as I have told yoo 
already. Well, in Parma a certain Milanese, a goldsmith and 
false coiner called Tobbia, was arrested and sentenced to be 
hanged and burned. His case was referred to the legate, who 
was told he was a man of great talent. So the Cardinal stayed 
the execution of the sentence, and wrote to Pope Clement, 
telling him that he now had in his hands the cleverest man in 
the goldsmith’s trade, and that he was condemned to be hanged 
and burned for coining false money. But the man was simple 
and good, he said ; for he had asked the advice of his confessor 
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who had, Uccording to Tobbia, given him liberty to do it. And 
the Cardinal added, “If you have this great man in Rome, 
your Holiness will be taking down Benvenuto’s pride; and I am 
sure that Tobbia’s work will please you much more.” And so 
the Pope sent for him to Rome. \Vhen he had come, his Holiness 
called for the two of us, and ordered us to make a design for 
the setting of a unicorn’s horn, the finest ever seen, which had 
cost seventeen thousand ducats of the Camera. The Pope 
intended it as a gift for King Francis, and wished to have it 
richly set in gold. As soon as we had made our designs, each of 
us brought his to the palace. Tobbia’s was a kind of candelabra, 
with the fine horn taking tlie place of the candle, while at the 
base were four unicorns’ heads, so wretched in design that 
when I saw it I couldn’t help sniggering. The Pope noticed 
this, and called out, “Show yours.” Now mine was one unicorn’s 
head of a size corresponding to the horn. I had made the finest 
thing of it imaginable, for I had modelled it half on a horse 
and half on a stag, and had added a very fine mane and other 
kinds of adornments. As soon as mine was seen, of course every 
one declared it was the best. But some Milanese people were 
present during the contest, and they said, “Your Holiness is 
going to send this fine gift to France. But surely you know that 
the French are gross persons, who will not recognise the excel- 
lence of Benvenuto’s work. A thing like this now,” they said, 
pointing to Tobbia’s design, “ will please them, and sudi things 
do not take so long to make. Then Benvenuto can give himself 
up to finishing your chalice, and thus two things will*"bc done 
in the same time. Besides, this poor man whom you have sent 
for, will be employed too.” The Pope, most anxious to have his 
clwlice, seized on the advice of the Milan men, and next day 
ordered Tobbia to set the unicorn’s horn, and sent word to me 
by his Master of the Wardrobe that I was to finish the chalice. 
To this message I replied that I desired nothing better, that if 
it were made of anything else than gold I could easily do so 
without his help; but as it was of gold, his Holiness must provide 
me with the material, if he wished to have it completed. At these 
words this low-bom minion of the court cried, “Oh, do not ask 
the Pope for gold, or you will put him into such a rage as will 
be your undoing.” “ Will your honour inform me how' to make 
bread without flour 1 asked. “Well then, without gold this 
work will never get done.” And the Master of the Wardrobe, 
not unaware I was laughing at him, said he would report all 
I liad said U the Pope. And so he did. 'Fhe Pope got iato a 
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fierce passion^ and said he just wished to see if r was mad 
enough not to finish it. And so two months passed. Though I 
had indeed said I would not do a stroke more, I was better 
than my word, for I went on working with the greatest eager- 
ness. But seeing that I did not bring it to him, his Holiness 
began to bear me a real grudge, and to say he would make me 
suffer for my conduct in some way or another. He said so one 
day in the presence of one of his own jewellers, a Milanese called 
Pompeo, nearly related to a certain Messer Traiano, Pope 
Clement’s favourite servant. These two put their heads together, 
and said to Clement, ‘‘If your Holiness were to take away his 
place at the Mint, perhaps you would breed in him a desire to 
finish the chalice.*’ But the Pope answered, “Then I should 
incur two evils. I should be ba^y served at tlie Mint, which 
is a thing of great importance to me, and most certainly I 
should never have the chalice.” Nevertheless, these two Milanese 
— ^seeing him badly disposed towards me — so swayed him in the 
end that he did indeed take aw^ay the Mint from me, giving it 
to a young ;.!’an known by the name of Fagiuolo. Then 
came Pompeo to tell me how his Holiness had deprived me of 
my place; and that if I did not finish the chalice, he would take 
other tilings away too. To which I answered, “Tell his Holiness 
that, for the Mint, the loss is iiis, not mine; and so shall it be 
with the other things; and if he should desire me to accept it 
again, I shouldn’t think of consenting.” And the graceless, ill- 
conditioned fool thought he could not run back quickly enough 
to tell him all 1 hsn[ said — ^and what he had invented besides. 
Eight days after the Pope sent me another message by the 
same man, that he no longer desired me to finish the chalice, 
and that he wanted it back just as it was. I answered Pompeo, 
“This is not like the Mint, w'hich he had the power to take 
from me. True, the five hundred crowns which I had, belong 
to his Holiness, and these I shall return at once. But this work 
is mine, and I shall do just what I like with it.” Off ran Pompeo 
to tell the Pope these words, and some other stinging ones too, 
which, not without reiison, I had shot at himself. 

Ixi. After two or three days, one Thursday there came to 
me two of his Holiness’s favourite chamberlains. One of them 
is alive now, and a bishop. His name was Messer Pier Giovanni, 
and he was attached to the Pope’s Wardrobe. The other was of 
still higher rank, but his name has gone clean out of my head. 
When they had come to me they said, “We are sent by the 
Pope, Benvenuto, to bid you, since mild measures are useless 

G 
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with you, Either give us up the chalice^ or go«with us to prison.” 
Then I looked dieerfully in their faces as I answered, *‘My 
lords, if I were to give it up to his Holiness, I should be giving 
what belongs to me and not to him ; and for the moment I have 
no desire to do anything of the kind, for I have worked at this 
thing with my best energies, and I do not want it to get into 
the hands of some ignorant bungler, who would spoil it with a 
light heart.” The goldsmith Tobbia w^as standing by as I said 
this, and he had even the face to ask me for the design of the 
work. I answered the rascal according to his deserts ; but what 
I said need not be repeated here. Tlien when the gentlemen of 
the chamber urged me to make my preparations, I told them 
I was ready, and took up my cloak. But before I went out of 
my shop, I turned most reverently, my cap in my hand, to an 
image of Christ, and said, “O our ^cious, immortal, just, 
and holy Lord! all that Thou doest is according to Thy justice, 
which is witliout equal. Thou knowcst that I have come to the 
age of thirty, and nevet till now have I been threatened witli 
prison. Now that Thou wiliest I should go to prison, I thank 
Thee with all my heart,” Then turning to the two chamber- 
lains I said, with one of my menacing looks, “ No meaner guards 
than you would befit a man like me. So put me between you, 
and as your prisoner take me where you will.” The two gentle- 
men burst out laughing, placed themselves one on each side 
of me, and, with pleasant discourse by the way, conducted me 
to the governor of Rome, who was called Magalotto. When 
we had reached him, we found the procurator-fiscaFwith him, 
and they were both waiting me. Then the two lords of the 
chamber, still laughing, said to the governor, “ We consign to 
you this prisoner; have good care of him. It is a great satis- 
faction to us that we have done your police ofiicer>' business, 
for Benvenuto has been telling us that, as thi^ is his first arrest, 
guards of our rank are no more than his due.” Then they left 
us and went to the Pope. When they had told him everything 
exactly, it looked at first as if he were to burst out in a fury. 
But then he forced a laugh, for in the presence were certain 
lords and cardinals, friends of mine, in whose favour I stood high. 

Meanwhile the governor and the fiscal were now bullying me, 
now exhorcing me, now giving me advice. It was only reason- 
able, said they, that one who ordered a piece of work could take 
it back when he liked, and as he liked. To which I said that 
justice allowed nothing of the sort— no, not even tc ^ Pope. 
For surely n Pope was not like those tyrannic little lor^s who 
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do every wrong possible to their people, observing neither law 
nor justice. 'Twas not for a Vicar of Christ to act like that. 
Whereupon the governor, putting on his Jack-in-office air, said, 
** Benvenuto, Benvenuto, you are doing your best to make me 
give you your deserts. You should treat me with respect and 
courtesy, if you would behave towards me according to my 
merits.'' 'Fhen again he said, “Send for the work at once, and 
don't wait a second telling." To this I replied, “ My lords, of 
your grace I would say just a word or two concerning my case." 
The fiscal, who was far discreeter in the exercise of his office 
than the governor, turned to the latter and said, “ Monsignor, 
give him leave to speak a hundred words if he pleases. If so be 
he gives up the chalice, that's ail we want." Then I took up the 
word, “ Supposing any man whatsoever had ordered the building 
of a palace or a house, he might with justice say to the man who 
was building it, ‘I do not wish you to work any more on my 
house or my palace.' When he had paid him for his labours, he 
could send him away. Again, supposing some lord who owned 
a jewel worth ,1 c\.»a.sand crowns, wished to have it set. If the 
jeweller did not serve him as he wished, he might say, 'Give 
me back my jewel, for I do not want your work.' But this case 
of mine does not come under cither of these heads. It is not 
a matter of a house or a jewel. You can say nothing to me save 
that 1 should return the five hundred crowns which 1 have had. 
Therefore, my lords, do whatever you can, for you shall have 
nothing of me except the five hundred crowns. And tell this to 
the Pope, ‘Your threats do not frighten me in the least. I am 
an honc.-it man, and have no sins to be ashamed of.'" Thereupon 
the governor and the fiscal rose, telling me that they were going 
to the Pope and should return with orders, and then I might 
look out for myself! .So I remained guarded, and walked in the 
meanwhile up and down a large hall. It was nearly three hours 
before tlii y came back from the Pope. During this time all the 
best of our Florentine merchants came and entreated me not 
to quarrel with his Holiness, for it might be the ruin of me. 
But I replied that I was quite clear in my mind as to what 
I wanted to do. 

Ixii. As soon as the governor and the fiscal had returned from 
the palace, they sent for me, and the former spoke to me in 
tliis wise, “ Benvenuto, of a truth, it grieves me to come from 
his Holiness witli the orders I have — to wit, that you find the 
chalice instantly — or look to yonr own safety." Then I answered 
I had never believed till that hour a holy Vicar of Christ could 
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do such injustice; and even now must see it before I could believe 
it. ‘‘So, therefore, do what is in your power,” I added. Once 
more the governor replied, “I have still two words to say to 
you from the Pope, and then I shall execute the orders given me. 
He says you are to bring the chalice here to me, and I am to 
see it put in a box and sealed. Then I am to take it to the Pope, 
who promises upon his honour not to break the seal. He will 
return it to you at once. But he insists on this being done, that 
his honour also may be satisfied.” I answered, laughing, that 
I would give up my work right willingly in the way he suggested, 
for I had a mind to find out what a Pope’s word was made of. 
And so, having sent for the thing and sealed it in the way 
agreed on, I gave it to him. Then the governor went back to 
the Pope with the sealed chalice, and — ^according to w^hat he 
told me — ^his Holiness took the case, turned it over several 
times, and then asked the governor if he had seen it. He an- 
swered yes, and that it had been sealed in this way in his 
presence, adding that it had seemed to him a wonderful work. 
Whereupon the Pope said, “Tell Benvenuto that Popes have 
authority to loose and to bind much greater things than this”; 
and while he said these words he opened the box with some- 
thing like anger, taking off the cord and the seal with which it 
was fastened. He gazed at it for a long time, and, as I believe, 
showed it to Tobbia, the goldsmith, who praised it loudly. 
WTien the Pope asked him if he could mnke something like it, 
he answered yes. His Holiness told him he was to follow the 
design exactly, and, turning to the governor, he "said, “Find 
out if Benvenuto will give it up to us. If he will, lil pay him 
wrhat connoisseurs say it is worth. Or, if he really wishes to 
finish it, let him fix a date; and if you >ee he is actually in earnest, 

let him have whatever he needs for the work in reason.” Then 

said the governor, “Most Holy Father, I know the violent 
nature of the young man. Authorise me to give him a sound 
rating in my own fashion,” To this tlic Pope replied that he 
might do what he liked, so far as words were concerned, though 
he wa.s sure he would make the thing w'orse; also if he saw he 
could do nothing more, he was to tell me to take the five hundred 
crowns to Pompeo, his jeweller. 

The governor came back, called me into his room, and looking 
at me as if I had been in the dock, said, “ Popes have authority 
to loose and to Ijintl anything in the world, and Heaven at once 
proclaims the deed well d(me. Here is your chalice, opened and 
examined by his Holiness.” At that 1 lifted up my voice and 
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cried, “ I thank God that now I can tell what a Pope’s word is 
made of.” Then the governor’s words and manner to me be- 
came intolerably insolent ; but seeing that he gained nothing 
by this, and altogether hopeless of the business, he took on a 
milder tone and said, “ Benvenuto, I am much grieved that you 
refuse to see where your advantage lies. But go, take the five 
hundred crowns whenever you like to Pompeo.” With my 
chalice in my hand, away I went, and without delay delivered 
up the money. Now the Pope probably thought that I should 
not have ready money enough, or that for other reasons I might 
not deliver the whole sum so promptly, and he was desirous 
of binding me once more to his service. Therefore when he saw 
Pompco coming in to him smiling, with the money in his hand, 
he flung insults at him, and was much annoyed that the thing 
had turned out like this. So he said, “Go and find Benvenuto 
in his shop, and be as civil to him as an ignorant brute like you 
can be, and tell him that if he will only finish the work, for a 
reliquary to carry the body of the Lord in when I go in pro- 
cession, I will . 'ipnlv him with all that he needs — provided he 
works."' So Pompco came to me, called me out of the shop, 
paid me the most fatuous compliments, like the donkey he was, 
and gave me the Pope’s message. I replied at once that the 
greatest treasure I could wish for in all the world was to have 
regained the favour of so great a Pope, which had strayed from 
me, yet not by my fault, but through my terrible infirmity and 
the wickedness of envious men who delight in making mischief. 
“ But since his IIolinc.ss has an abundance of servants,” I went 
on, “ don’t let him send you here again, if you value your safety. 
So off you go, and mind your own business. I shall never fail, 
night or day, by thought or deed, in the service of the Pope: 
but keep this well in your mind — when you have delivered 
my message, never meddle again in any affairs of mine, or I’ll 
let you discover your mistake through the chastisement it 
deserves.” The man went and reported everything to the Pone, 
using, however, much more brutal w^ords than I had spoken. 
So stayed the thing for a while, and I looked after my shop 
and my business. 

Ixiii. Tobbia, the goldsmith, was finishing the ornamentation 
of the unicorn’s horn. And, besides, the Pope had told him to 
set to work on the chalice, using that design of mine w'hich he 
had seen. But when he asked Tobbia to show him wdiat he had 
done, he was so ill satisfied with it that he regretted sorely 
having broken with me, found fault with his other work as 
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wellj and was inclined to fall out with the men who had brought 
him to his notice. Several times there came to see me Baccino 
della Croce, on the part of the Pope, to urge me to make the 
reliquary. In reply I begged his Holiness to let me rest after 
the terrible illness I had had, from which I had not altogether 
recovered. But, I continued, I should prove to his Holiness 
that every hour when I was fit to work should be spent in liis 
service. I had set myself to do his portrait, and was making 
a medal for him secretly, the steel dies for which I was fashion- 
ing at home. This I could the better do as I had a partner in my 
shop who liad once been my apprentice, Felice by name. 

Now about this time I had fallen in love — ^as a young man 
will — with a young Sicilian girl who was very beautiful. And 
as she too gave signs of being very fond of me, her mother, 
becoming aware of it, grew anxious as to what might happen. 
And, in fact, I had made up my mind to run away to Florence 
for a year with this girl, without letting her mother know. 
But hearing of this, the woman left Rome secretly by night, 
and went in the direction of Naples. She said she was going 
to Civit^ Vecchia, but she really went to Ostia. I followed on 
their traces as far as Civiti Vecchia, and committed a thousand 
follies in tr)nng to find her. It would be too long to tell them 
all exactly; enough to say that I was on the verge of going mad 
or dying. At the end of two months she wrote to me that she was 
in Sicily, and very ill pleased to be there. By that time I had been 
giving myself up to all the pleasures imaginable, and I had taken 
another love, but only to extinguish this earlier flame. 

Ixiv. Through certain odd circumstances it aime about that 
I gained the friendship of a Sicilian priest, a man of most lofty 
mind, and with an excellent knowledge of Latin and Greek. 
While we were conversing one day together, we chanced to 
talk of the art of necromancy, concerning which I said, “All 
my life long I have had the greatest desire to see and hear 
sometliing of it.” Whereupon the priest answered, “Strong and 
steady must be the mind of him who sets himself to such an 
enterprise.” I replied that strength and steadiness of mind I 
should have and to spare, if only I had the means of testing 
these. Then answered the priest, “ If you have but the courage 
for it, ril give you your fill of the rest.” So we agreed to put 
the thing in hand. One evening the priest began to make his 
preparations, and told me I was to find a companion or two, 
but not more. I called on my great friend Vincenzio Romoli, 
and he brought with him a Pistoja man, who was also given 
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to necromancy. Together we set off for the G)liseum^ and there, 
having dressed himself after the wont of magicians, the priest 
began to draw circles on the ground, with the finest rites and 
ceremonies you can imagine. Now he had bidden us bring 
precious perfumes and fire, and evil-smelling stuff as well. When 
all was ready, he made an entrance to the circle, and, taking 
us by the hand, led us one by one within. Then he distributed 
the duties. The pentacle he gave into the hands of his companion 
magician; we others were given the care of the fire for the 
perfumes; and he began his conjuring. This had lasted more 
than an hour and a half, when there appeared many legions of 
spirits, so that the Coliseum was full of them. I was attending 
to the precious incense, and when the priest perceived the great 
multitudes, he turned to me and said, “ Benvenuto, ask of them 
something.” I answered, “Let them transport me to my Sicilian 
Angelica.” That night he got no reply at all, but my eagei 
interest in the thing w'as satisfaction enough for me. The necro- 
mancer told us we must come back another time, when I should 
have the fulfihi»"’^^ of my desire. But he wi.shed me to bring 
with me a young boy of perfect purity. 

So I brought a shop-boy of mine about twelve years old. 
Once more I .^ent for Vincenzio Romoli; and as a certain Agno- 
lino Gaddi was a close friend of both of us, we took him too 
on the business. When we had again reached the appointed 
place, the necromancer made the same preparation with even 
greater care, and led us into the circle, which he had made this 
time with still mon wonderful skill and ceremonies. Then he 
gave to my friend Vincenzio the care of the perfumes and the 
fire, with Agnolino Gaddi to help him, put the pentacle into 
my hand, telling me to turn it in the directions he w'ould 
indicate, while under the pentacle stood my little shop-boy. 
This done, the necromancer began to utter the most terrible 
invocations, and to call by their names many of the princes of 
the demoniac legions (speaking the while in Hebrew words, 
also in Greek and Latin), and commanding them, by the strength 
and power of God increate, living, and eternal ; so that in a brief 
space the whole Coliseum was full of them, and there were a 
liundred times more tlian there had been the first night. Mean- 
while Vincenzio Romoli, along with Agnolino, was attending 
to the fire and to the burning of the precious perfumes. Once 
more I asked, by advice of the magician, to be with Angelica. 
Then he turned to me and said, “Do you hear what they say? 
— ^that in a month’s time you will be where she is.” And again 
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he entreated me to stand firm, for the legions were a thousand 
more than he had called ; and since they had agreed to what 
I had asked^ we must speak soft to them^ and gently bid them 
go. On the other side, the boy, who was under the pentacle, 
said, all trembling, that round us were a million of the most 
warlike men, and that they were threatening us. Moreover, 
said he, four huge giants liad appeared. They were armed, and 
they made as if they would enter our circle. At this the necro- 
mancer, who was shaking with fright, tried with all the soft 
and gentle words he could think of to bid them go. Vincenzio 
Romoli, looking after the perfumes, was quivering like a reed. 
But I, who was just as much afraid, forced on myself a braver 
mien, and iaspirited them in wonderful fashion, though, indeed, 
I nearly died when I saw the magician’s fright. The boy, who 
had put his head between his knees, said, “ Til die in this way, 
since die we must.” Then I said to the child, “These creatures 
arc all lower than us, and what you sec is only smoke and 
shade; so lift your eyes.” Wlien he had done so he spoke once 
more, “The whole Coliseum is on fire, and the fire is upon us”; 
and, putting his hand to his face, again he said he was dead, 
and he would not look any more. The necromancer entreated 
me to stand by him, also to make fumes of assafeetida. So, 
turning to Vincenzio Romoli, I told him to do this, and looked 
at Agnolino Gaddi the while, whose eyes were starting from 
his head with terror, and who was more than half dead. 
“Agnolo,” I said to him, “this is no time to shiver and shake. 
Up and make yourself useful! Throw the assafeetida quickly 
on the fire.” At the instant when he moved to do this, he yielded 
so powerfully to the need> of nature that it served better than 
the assafeetida. The boy lifted his head at this great stench and 
noise, and, hearing me laugh, his fear was calmed a little, and 
he told us the spirits were riding off tumultuously. So we re- 
mained till the chimes of day began to ^ound. Then again the 
boy spoke, saying that but few remained, and they were far 
off. The magician, having gone through the rest of his cere- 
monies, doffed his robes, gathered up a great load of books he 
had brought, and we all came out of the circle together, sticking 
as close as possible to one another — especially the boy, who 
squeezed himself into the middle of us, and clutched the 
magician by the vc>t and me by the cloak. On our way towards 
our houses in the Banks, he told us that two of the demons 
he had seen in the Coliseum were going before us, now l^iping, 
now running over the roofs, now along the ground. The Wizard 
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told us that in all the times he had entered the circles nothing 
50 great had ever happ)ened to him. And he tried to persuade 
me to help him in making incantations over a book. Out of 
this we should draw infinite riches; for we should ask the 
demons to teach us where to find the treasures, of which the 
earth was full, and thus should become very rich. As for love 
and such-like things, he said they were vanity and folly, which 
profited nothing at all. I answered that if I were learned in 
Latin I would do so right willingly. But he persuaded me that 
Latin letters would in no wise serve me ; that, had he wished, 
he could have got many a one learned in I^tin; but that he 
had never found any man of so steadfast a mind, and that I 
should give heed to his counsel. Talking thus, wc reached our 
homes, and all that night each of us dreamt of devils. 

Ixv. We used to see each other every other day, and the 
necromancer was most insistent I should take part in the enter- 
prise. So I asked him how long it would take, and where we 
should have to go. He replied that less than a month would see 
the end of it^ ^ that the most fitting place was in the moun- 
tains of Norcia, althougl) one of his master^ had made his 
incantations near here, at a place called the Badia di Farfa. 
But he himself had experienced some difficulties there, which 
would not be met with in the mountains of Norcia. The Norcian 
countryfolk, too, were trustworthy, he said, and had some 
practice in the art; in a strait could even be of great service. 
This wizard-priest, of a truth, was so persuasive that I was quite 
willing to join him iti the thing; but fir>t, I said, I wished to 
finish the medals I was making for the Pope. I had told him, 
and no one else, about these, begging him to keep the secret. 
Yet I kept on asking him if he thought that at the stated time 
I should find myself with my Sicilian Angelica ; for now the day 
was drawing very near, it seemed to me strange I heard nothing 
of her. Tlie wdzard replied that most certainly 1 should find 
her, for the spirits never failed in their word when they promise ^ 
in the fashion they had done. But I was to watch open-eyed, 
and to be on the alert against a misfortune which might come 
upon me in this regard ; aKo I must steel myself to endure some- 
thing that w’oiild go against the grain, for he saw in it a very 
great danger. Likewise, he said, it wojild be well for me to go 
away with him and make the incantations over the hook ; for 
thus my great peril would pass, and I could gain fortune both 
for myself and for him. I was beginning to care a great deal 
more about it than he did himself. Nevertheless, 1 told him 
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that there had come to Rome a certain Maestro Giovanni of 
Caste! Bolognese, a most skilful man in making medals of my 
kind in steel, and that I desired nothing better in the world 
than to compete with him, and shine out to the world in such 
an undertaking. So by my great talents, and not by the sword, 
did I hope to put my enemies to rout. Yet the necromancer 
still said, “I entreat you, Benvenuto mine, come with me, and 
dee a great danger I see threatening you.” But I was resolved, 
in spite of everything, to finish my medal. Now already the end 
of the month was nearly on us; yet so in love was I with my 
medal that I never gave a thought to Angelica or anything of 
the sort. My work was everything to me. 

Ixvi. One day, about the hour of vespers, I had occasion to 
go at an unusual hour to my shop in the Banks. I was living in 
a little house behind the Banks, and seldom went to my shop, 
leaving all my business to be done by my partner Felice. When 
I had been there a little time, I remembered I had to go and 
speak to Alessandro del Bene. So I set out, and in the Banks 
I met a great friend of mine called Ser Benedetto. He was a 
notary, and a native of Florence, the son of a blind Sienese 
beggar who used to say prayers in the streets for alms. Now 
this Ser Benedetto had lived at Naples for many many years, 
and afterwards had come to Rome, where he did busine.ss for 
certain Sienese merchants of the Chigi family. My partner had 
time after time a.sked him for money due for some rings which 
had been entrusted to him. That very day Felice had met him 
in the Banks, as was his wont, while Sct Benedetto Vas in the 
company of some of his patrons, 'fhey, taking notice of the 
thing, cried out 'on Ser Benedetto, saying they would employ 
.some one else who had no barking dogs at hi:> heels. As he w^ent 
oft with them he defended himself as best lu; could, swearing 
he had paid the goldsmith, and that he ci)uld not help a mad- 
man’s fury. When the Sienese merchants took these words in 
bad part, and dismissed him summarily, he came like a shot 
to my shop, perhaps to have his .spite out on Felice. But as it 
happened, right in the middle of the Banks we ran against 
each other, and 1, who knew nothing of all this, greeted him 
with my usual politeness. Rude w^ords w'ere my only answ^er. 
Then I called to mind all that the necromancer had told me, 
and, reining myself in as well as I could, a.s I had been told 
I must do, I said, *‘Ser Benedetto, my brother, do not be wToth 
with me who have done you no harm, and who know' nothing 
of what ha happened to you. If you have anything against 
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Felice, for any sake go and have it out with him; he must know 
best what to say to you. But as I am quite in the dark, you do 
wrong to snarl at me in this fashion, especially as you know 
that I am not a man to put up with insults.’* To which he 
answered that I did know all about it; that he was a man who 
could make me bear the weight of it and more; and that Felice 
and I were two great scoundrels. Already a great many people 
had gathered round to watch the quarrel. Stung by his ugly 
words, I bent down suddenly and picked up a handful of mud 
— for it had been raining— and, quick as lightning, aimed it 
at his face. But he ducked, so that he got it in tlic middle of his 
head. Now in this mud was a bit of hard rock with sharp corners, 
and one of these striking him, he fell senseless to the ground, 
and all the bystanders, seeing the great flow of blood, made 
up their minds he was indeed dead. 

Ixvii. While he was lying there, and the people were pre- 
paring to carry him aw\'iy, there passed by Pompeo, the jeweller, 
of whom you have heard before. The Pope had sent for him 
about some jew j business. Seeing the man in a bad way, he 
asked who had struck the blow, and he was answered, '‘Ben* 
venuto. But the fool has only himself to blame.” Well, no sooner 
was Pompeo in tlie presence of the Pope than he cried out, 
‘‘Most Holy Father, Benvenuto lias tin’s moment murdered 
Tobbia. 1 saw it with my own cye^." W hereupon the Pope in 
a fury ordered the governor, who wa^ present, to seize me and 
hang me at once in the place where I had committed the crime, 
commanding him to leave no stone unturned in his .search for 
me, and never to show his face again until I was hanged. 

Now wlien I .saw that unlucky man lying there, my mind 
ran to my own affairs, I thought of the power of my enemies 
and all that might follow from this occurrence. So taking myself 
off, I withdrew to the house of Messer Giovanni Gaddi, clerk 
of the Camera, meaning tt) make speedy preparations for escape. 
But Me^sser Giovanni advised me not to be in such a hurry .0 
go off, for it might be the evil was not so great as I thought; 
and he called Messer Annibal Carol who lived with him, and 
bade him go and get information on the affair. Meanwhile there 
appeared a Roman nobleman of the hoii>chold of the Cardinal 
dc’ Medi(‘i, and sent by him. Calling Mes:,cr Giovanni and me 
apart, he told us that the Cardinal had rei>eated to him the 
words he had heard the Pope say, and that as he had no means 
of helping me, 1 must do all I could to escape his first fury, 
and not trust myself in any house in Rome. As soon as the 
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nobleman had gone, Messer Giovanni, looking in my face, made 
as if he would weep. “Ah me!” he said. “Ah, woe is me! for 
I can do nothing at all to help you.” But I answered, “God 
willing, I shall help myself. The only thing I ask is that you 
lend me one of your horses.” A black Turkish horse was already 
saddled, the handsomest and the best in Rome. So I mounted, 
with an arquebuse in front of my saddle-bow ready loaded, 
and thus I was prepared for any attack. At the Sistine bridge 
I found the whole guard of the Bargello, horse and foot; so 
making a virtue of necessity, I boldly spurred on my horse at 
a trot, and, thanks be to God, who dimmed their eyes, I passed 
over free; then with all speed possible I set off for Palombara, 
a place belonging to Lord Giovanbatista Savello. From here 
I sent back the horse, though I kept Messer Giovanni in the 
dark as to my whereabouts. Signor Giovanbatista housed me 
with great kindness for two days, and then advised me to 
depart and go towards Naples till the tempest should blow over ; 
and, giving me a companion, he put me on the Naples road. 
On the way I met in with a sculptor friend of mine, who was 
going to San Germano to finish the tomb of Pier de’ Medici at 
Monte Cassino. This man, who was called Solosmeo, brought 
me news, how, the very evening of my flight, Pope Clement 
had sent one of his chamberlains to a>k after Tobbia; how they 
had found him at work, and that there was nothing the matter 
with him, nor did he even know anything of the affair. This 
being reported to the Pope, he turned to Porn{)eo^and said, 
“You are a scoundrel, but I warn you that you have roused 
a serpent that will bite you. and it will be no more than you 
deserve.” Then h*e ordered the Cardinal de' Medici to keep his 
eye on me, saying that for nothing in the world would he lose 
me. And then Solo.smeo and I went on our road singing towards 
Monte Cassino, our plan being to go from there to Naples. 

Ixviii. As soon as Solosmeo had seen to his business at Monte 
Cassino we took the road again for Naples. We had come within 
half a mile of the dty when an innkeeper met us and bade us 
come to his inn, telling us he had been in Florence many years 
with Carlo Ginori. If only we would put up at his place, he would 
do us every kindness, because we were Florentines. Several 
times we told him that we did not wish to go with him, but he 
now rode on before and now waited behind, repeating over and 
over again the same thing, that he wanted us to come home 
with him. This I found wearisome at last ; so I asked him if he 
knew the w hereabouts of a certain Sicilian lady called Beatrice, 
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who had a beautiful young daughter called Angelica. They 
were courtesans. The innkeeper, thinking 1 was jesting, said, 
*‘God confound courtesans and all who have dealings with 
them!'* And giving his horse a dig with his foot, he made as if 
to leave us for good. It seemed as if I had got fairly rid of the 
beast at last, though not without some loss to myself, for I 
called to mind the great love I bore to Angelica. While I was 
talking of her to Solosmeo, not without some amorous .sighing, 
we saw mine host coming back in a furious hurry, and as soon 
as he came up to us he said, “Two or three days ago a lady 
and a young girl returned to a house near my inn. They bore 
those names, but I do not know if they are from Sicily or some 
other country.** Then I answered, “Such power has the name of 
Angelica over me that 1 will certainly come home with you.*’ 
So we went off with mine host to the city of Naples, and got 
down at his inn. Then it seemed to me a thousand years before 
I settled my things, which nevertheless I did with the utmost 
speed. In a house near the inn I found my Angelica, whose 
endearments tv ruc were warmer than 1 can describe. It was 
then twenty-two of the ilork, and I stayed with her till next 
morning, with an enjoyment the like of which I have never 
known. But while 1 was indulging in this pleasure, 1 remembered 
that exactly on that day the month was up of whiclt prophecy 
had been made by the demons in the wizard’s circle. So let 
every man who deals with such beings ponder the incalculable 
perils through which 1 p;issed. 

Ixix. Now I showed to the goldsmiths in Naples a diamond 
which happened to be in my pur.se. And here 1 should say, 
that though I was a young man, such repute had I even in those 
parts, that the heartiest reception was given me. Among the 
others who showed me kindness was a very good tellow, Messer 
Domenico Fontana by name. This worthy man left his shop 
for three whole days while I was in Naples, nor would he be 
parted from me. He was my guide to many of the splendid 
antiquities in the city and outside. He took me, besides, to pay 
my resptx:ts to the VTceroy of Naples, who had manifested a 
strong desire to see me. Pre»enting myself, I received a most 
honourable welcome from his Excellency, who. by the way, 
did not fail to catch .sight of the diamond. He bade me show it 
to him, and said that if I were thinking of parting with it, 
1 mustn’t forget him. When I had it back again in my own 
hands I ofTcred it anew to his Excellency, saying that both the 
diamond and I were at his service. He rej)lied that he valued 
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the stone highly, but were I to stay with him he would rate 
that much higher, and would make such arrangements as should 
quite satisfy me. We exchanged many courteous words; and, 
coming to the merits of the diamond, his Excellency asked me 
to state its price right out. Whereupon I said it was just two 
hundred crowns. He replied that this was reasonable, as it had 
been mounted by me, the first jewel-setter in the world ; but if 
the setting were done by any one else, it would not show the 
full brilliance of the stone. I told him, however, it had not been 
set by me; that the work, indeed, was not well done, and its 
fine effect was due to its own excellence. If I were to set it 
again I should improve it enormously. Then applying my thumb 
nail to the sharp edges of the facets, I drew the stone from the 
ring, and, rubbing it up a little, I gave it into the Viceroy’s 
hands. Much pleased and astonished, he gave me a bill for the 
two hundred crowns I had asked. 

Going back to my lodging. I found letters from the Cardinal 
de* Medici, wherein he bade me return to Rome with the utmost 
diligence, and get down at once at his most reverent lordship’s 
house. When I read the letter to Angelica, she begged me most 
lovingly, and with tears, to stop in Naples, or else to take her 
with me. I answered that if she would come along with me, 
I would give into her keeping the two hundred ducats I had 
got from the Viceroy. Then her mother, seeing us converse 
secretly together, came up to us and said, “ Benvenuto, if you 
are going to take my Angelica away to Rome, leave me fifteen 
ducats to pay for my lying-in, and after that I’ll follow you.” 
I told the wicked old woman that I’d give her thirty with a 
good will, if she would be pleased to give up her Angelica to me. 
And so the bargain was struck. Angelica begged me to buy 
her a gown of black velvet, which was very cheap in Naples. 
I did all they asked me willingly; sent for the velvet, bargained 
for and paid it ; but the old woman, who thought me fatuously 
in love, demanded a gown of fine cloth for herself, would have 
had me lay out a great deal on her sons, and begged for more 
money than 1 had offered her. At this I turned to her good- 
naturedly and said, ” My dear Beatrice, didn’t I offer you 
enough?” ‘‘No,” said she. So I replied that what was not 
enough for her would suffice for me, and having kissed my 
Angelica, we parted, she with tears, I with a laugh, and in 
haste I took the road for Rome. 

Ixx. It was night when I left Naples, with my money con- 
cealed on my person, for one may expect to be attacked and 
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murdered in that country. When I reached Selciata, I had to 
defend myself with the greatest skill and strength of body 
against some horsemen who were bent on having my life. A few 
days after, I left Solosmeo at his work on Monte Cassino, and 
one morning I stopped to dine at an inn in Anagni. WJien I was 
nearing the inn, 1 shot at some birds with my arquebuse, and 
knocked down several; but a splinter of iron from the lock of 
my gun tore my right hand. Though there was no great harm 
done, it seemed at first rather serious, because of the great 
amount of blood I lost. Entering the inn yard, I put my horse 
in the stable, and mounted to an upper floor, where I found a 
company of Neapolitan gentlemen, who were just sitting down 
to table. With them was a young gentlewoman, the loveliest 
creature I have ever seen. Now there followed me up the stairs 
ray sturdy young serving-man with a huge halbert in his hand ; 
so that between this weapon and the blood on my person we 
struck such terror into the poor gentlemen — all the more as 
the place was a nest of cut-throats— that they got up from the 
table, trembling .he while, and prayed God to come to their 
aid. On which I answered, laughing, that God had indeed sent 
them aid, since I was the very man to defend them from who- 
ever should molest them. Then I begged for some help in 
bandaging my hand, and the lovely lady took out a handker- 
chief richly worked in gold, and was about to tie up my wound 
with it. This I would not liavc; but she tore it in half then and 
there, and with the utmost gentleness bound up my w'ound with 
her own hand. Then were the rest somewhat rea>sured, and we 
dined very merrily together. After diimer we mounted our 
horses and went off in company. But as their fear had not yet 
all vanished, the gentlemen shrewdly engaged me in conversa- 
tion with the lady, while they remained somewhat behind. So 
I rode by her side on my pretty little horse, signing to my 
servant to keep at a distance. Thus w^e could talk together in 
confidence, and it was not about everyday matters, you may 
be .sure. It was tlius 1 made my way to Rome, and it was the 
pleasantest journey of all my remembrance. 

Reaching Rome, I dismounted at the palace of the Cardinal 
de’ Medici. As his most reverend Excellency was at home, I 
got word with him, and thanked him exceedingly for calling me 
back. Then I begged his lordship to ensure my not being put in 
prison, and, if it were po.ssible, against a fine. The Cardinal 
received me very gladly, and told me I was to fear nothing. 
Then turning to one of his gentlemen, a Sienese called Pier- 
u 
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antonio Pecci^ he bade him tell the Bargello from him to keep his 
hands off me, and asked him how it went with the man whose 
head I had wounded with a stone. Messer Pierantonio replied 
that he was very ill, and that he would be worse, for if he Imew 
I had come back to Rome, he would do his best to die just to 
spite me. At this the Cardinal laughed heartily, and said, “ He 
couldn't do better, if he wished to prove his Sienese birth." 
Then turning to me, he continued, “For our honour and your 
own, wait four or five days before appearing in the Banks. 
After that go where you like, and let fools die if they want to." 
So off I went to my house, and set myself to finish the medal 
I had already begun, with Pope Clement's head on one side, and 
a figure of peace on the reverse. Peace was represented by a 
slender female figure, clothed in thinnest raiment, and girdled, 
with a torch in her hand, which was kindling a heap of weapons 
bound together like a trophy. You could see likewise part of a 
temple, in which was Fury bound by many chains. Round about 
was the device Clauduntur belli portae. While I was finishing 
this medal, the man I had struck recovered, and the Pope 
never stopped asking for me. But meanwhile I refused to go 
and see the Cardinal de' Medici; for every time I went, his 
lordship gave me something important to do for him, so that 
my work on the medal was hindered. But Messer Pier Carne- 
secchi, a great favourite of his Holiness, undertook to keep his 
eye on me, and from time to time insinuated how much the Pope 
desired me to work for him again. I replied that in a few days 
I would prove to his Holiness that I had never left his?*service, 
Ixxi. A few days after, having finished my medal, I stamped 
it in gold, in silver,,and in brass. When I had let Messer Pietro 
see it, he brought me at once to the Pope. It was after dinner 
time on a lovely April day, and his Holiness was in the Belve- 
dere. When I came into his presence, I gave the medals with 
the steel dies into his hands. He took them, and saw ai a glance 
the magnificent art they displayed ; then looking Messer Piero 
in the face, he said, “The ancients were never so well served 
with medals." While he and the others were examining, now 
the dies, now the medals, I began to speak modestly as follows; 
“ If a Higher Power had not ruled over my unlucky stars, pre- 
venting that violence with which they threatened me, your 
Holiness had lost, without fault on his side or mine, a faimful 
and loving servant. And so I hold, most holy Father, that one 
cannot go wrong in cases where all is staked upon a single 
throw, if, after the saying of poor simple men, we count seven 
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before we cut one. The .slanderous l)nng tongue of my worst 
enemy so easily stirred your Holiness's wrath, that, in a great 
fury, you ordered the governor to hang me there and then. 
Yet later, when you had seen the great injustice of such a 
punishm^t — which would have done you a great wrong by 
depriving you of such a servant as your Holiness owns me to 
he — I verily believe that, in face of God and the world, you would 
have felt no little remorse. Thus good and virtuous fathers, and 
masters too, should not let fall their arm so rashly on their 
sons and servants; for afterwards remorse will be of no use at 
all. Now since God has hindered the malign course of the stars, 
and saved me for your Holiness, I entreat that next lime your 
wrath be not so quickly roused against me." 

The Pope had stopped looking at the medals, and was listening 
to me with great attention; and as in the presence were many 
lords of high degree, he reddened somewhat, and looked as if 
he were ashamed; but not knowing how to get out of the coil 
liny other way, he said he did not recollect ever ha\nng given 
such an oruei. "‘.^cciving his embarrassment, I spoke of other 
things till he had regained his usual confidence. Then his Holi- 
ness began to discuss the medals, and asked me how I had 
managed to stamp them so admirably, consirlering their size, 
for he had never seen anti(|ue medals so large. About this wc 
talked for a bit, and then, afraid I might read him another 
lecture worse than the last, he told me the medals were most 
beautiful, that he was much pleased with them, but that he 
should like to have another reverse according to his own fancy, 
if it were possible for a medal to have alternative reverses. 
1 said yes. Then his Holiness ordered from me the story of 
Moses when he struck the rock and the water came out, along 
with these words, Ut bihat popitlus. And he added, “Go now. 
Benvenuto, and before you have finished it, 1 shall have made 
provision for you." As soon as I was gone, the Pope declared 
before them all that he would endow me, so that 1 could live 
in riches without ever working for any one else. And I went 
home and gave all my mind to the execution of the reverse 
with the Moses design. 

Ixxii. But now the Pope took ill, and the doctors judged him 
to be in danger. Then my enemy, who was afraid of me, bribed 
some Neapolitan soldiers to do to me what he feared I might 
do to him. So I found it no easy matter to defend my poor life. 
Yet I persevered, and completed the reverse. \Vhen 1 took it 
to the Pope, I found him in bed in a very serious condition. 
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Nevertheless he received me most affectionately, and wished 
to see the medal and the dies. He had his spectacles and candles 
brought him, but could see nothing at all. Then he began to 
feel them all over with his fingers, and having done this for 
some little time, he heaved a great sigh, and said to those who 
were standing near that he had me much on his mind; but if 
God gave him back his health, he would put everything to 
rights. Three days after the Pope died, and I found that all my 
pains had been for nothing. Yet I was of good courage, telling 
myself that through these medals I had become so w'ell known 
that I should be employed by any Pope, and perhaps with 
greater profit than heretofore. So did I put heart into myself, 
and thrust behind me altogether the gross insults which Pompeo 
had cast on me. Then, in my armour and with my sword at 
my side, I set off to St. Peter’s, and kissed the dead Pope’s 
feet, not without tears. 

Afterwards I came back to the Banks, to watch the great 
confusion which reigns at such a time. While I was sitting there 
with many friends around me, up came Pompeo with ten men 
about him, all fully armed. When he was just opposite, he 
stopped as if to pick a quarrel with me. The brave and adven- 
turous young spirits who were with me signed to me to draw 
on him. But then quick came the thought, that if I drew, there 
might follow some dreadful consequence to those who had 
nothing to do with the thing at all. So I judged it better that 
I alone should put my life to the hazard. You could barely have 
said two Ave Marias before Pompeo, with a sneering laugh in 
my direction, made off again. His men, too, laughed, and there 
were many tossings' of heads and other insulting gestures. My 
comrades would have begun to fight there and then, but I told 
them hotly that I was man enough to fight my own battles, 
that I needed no greater champion than myself, and that they 
were to mind their own bu.^iness. This angered my friends, 
and, grumbling, they left me. Among them was my dearest 
comrade, Albertaccio del Bene, own brother to Alessandro and 
Albizzo, and to-day a very rich man in Lyons. This Albertaccio 
was the most splendid young fellow I have ever known, and the 
most courageous; he lo\'ed me as himself. Now he knew well 
that my patience was not for poor-spiritedness, but that it 
meant the most reckless bravery — for he had a perfect under- 
standing of me —and taking up my words, he begged me to 
do him the favour of calling on him in any business I had a 
mind for. To v^hich I answered, ‘‘Albertaccio mine, dear above 
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all the others, be sure a time will come when you can help me; 
but in this affair, if you love me, give no heed to me; go about 
your own business, and be off speedily like the rest, for there 
is no time to be lost.” In my haste I could say no more. 

Ixxiii. Meanwhile my enemies of the Banks had gone off 
slowly towards the place called the Chiavica, and had reached 
a point where cross-roads meet. But the street where my enemy 
Pompeo’s house stood was thiat which goes straight to the 
Campo di Fiore. Now being in need of something, he had gone 
into the apothecary’s at the corner of the Chiavica, and had 
stopped there awhile on his business. It had come to my ears 
that he had been bragging of his having braved me— for so he 
thought he had done; but in any case, it was the worse for 
him. For just when I had reached the corner, he came out of 
the apothecary’s; his bravos made place for him, and closed 
about him. But with a little keen-edged dagger I forced tlitir 
ranks, and had my hands upon his breast so quickly, and with 
such coolness, that not one of them could hinder me. I was 
aiming at hi« f- • , but in his terror he turned lus head, so that 
I plunged the poniard in just below the ear. It only needed two 
strokes, for at the second he fell dead, whic h had not been at 
aU my intention. But, as the saying is, there’s no bargaining 
about blows. With my left hand I drew out the dagger, and 
in the right I took my sword for the defence of my life. But all 
his bravos ran to the dead body, and made no show of attacking 
me. So I withdrew by myself through the Strada Giulia, thinking 
where I could best liide. I had gone about three hundred paces 
when I was joined by Piloto the goldsmith, a very good friend of 
mine. “Brother,” said he, “now that the ill is done, let’s think 
of your safety.” To which I answered, “Let’s go to Albertaccio 
del Bene’s house, for only a little ago I told him the time would 
soon come when I should have need of him.” So we reached 
Albertaccio’s house, and we embraced with boundless affection ; 
and very soon there appeared the best of the young men ab'^ut 
the Banks, of every nation save the Milanese; and each one of 
them offered his life to save mine. Messer Luigi Rucellai, too, 
sent with exquisite courtesy to say that what he had was at 
my service, as did many other substantial men of his condition ; 
and there was not one of them but called down blessings on my 
hands; for they held my enemy had insulted me deeply, and it 
was a wonder I could have borne with him so long. 

Ixxiv. Meanwhile Cardinal Cornaro heard of the affair, and 
of his own accord sent thirty soldiers, with as many halberds. 
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pikes^ and arquebuses^ to bring me with all due honour to his 
place. I accepted the offer and went off with them, while a still 
larger number of the young fellows swelled my guard. But by 
this time Messer Traiano^ the dead man’s relative, and chief 
chamberlain to the Pope, sent to the Cardinal de’ Medici, a great 
Milanese nobleman, who informed him of the grave crime I had 
committed, and protested his lordship was bound to punish me. 
The Cardinal retorted, “Great wrong would he, indeed, have 
done, leaving this lesser wrong undone ! Thank Messer Traiano 
from me for his having told me what I did not know.” Then 
suddenly turning, in the presence of the nobleman, to the 
Bishop of Forli, a gentleman of his court and his familiar friend, 
he said, “Search diligently for my Benvenuto, and bring him 
to me, for I have a good will to help and defend him. And who 
harms him, harms me.” Thereupon the nobleman flushed angrily 
and took his leave; and the Bishop of P'orli came to seek me at 
Cardinal Cornaro’s. Having found my host, he told him how the 
Cardinal de’ Medici had sent for Benvenuto, and wished to be 
his protector. Now Cornaro, who was as irritable as a bear, 
answered the bishop hotly, telling him that he was just as well 
able to protect me as the Cardinal de’ Medici, Whereupon the 
bishop asked as a favour to speak to me a word, outside 
this affair, on the Cardinal’s business ; but Cornaro told him that 
for that day lie might pretend he had talked with me. The 
Cardinal de’ Medici was highly indignant ; but next night, with 
a good escort, I paid him a visit, unknown to my host. Then 
I begged him of his kindness to let me stay in Comaro’s*liouse, 
telling him how kindly he had treated me. If only his most 
reverend lordship would permit this, I should have one more 
friend in my hour of need. For the rest, his lordship might 
dispose of me as he pleased. He replied that I was to do as I 
liked; and I returned to Cornaro’s house. A few days later 
Cardinal Farnese was made Pope. 

When he had put his greater affairs in order, the new Pope 
called for me, and let me know he wished no one but me to 
make his money. Whereupon one of his most intimate friends, 
Latino Juvinale by name, spoke to his Holiness, and said I was 
in hiding for a homicide committed on the person of one Pompeo, 
a Milanese ; and then he added all that could be said in my favour. 
To which the Pope replied, “ I did not know of Pompeo’s death ; 
but well I know of Benvenuto’s excu.sc. So make out a safe- 
conduct for him, that he may rest perfectly secure.” Now thiere 
stood by a grea*- friend of Pompeo, a man very intimate with 
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the Pope, Messer Ambrogio of Milan, and he spoke thus, **In 
the first days of your reign it is not wise to grant favours of 
this sort.” But his Holiness replied, “ I know better about such 
things than you. Learn that men like Benvenuto, unique in their 
profession, are not subject to the laws. And especially is this 
the case with him, for I know how greatly he has been provoked.” 
So my safe-conduct was made out, and without delay I began 
to work in the Pope’s service, with the utmost favour from him. 

Ixxv. One day Messer Latino Juvinale came to see me, and 
gave me the commission to make the Pope’s money. This stirred 
up the wrath of my enemies, who began to put all sorts of 
liindrances in my way. Whereupon his Holiness, aware of their 
evil intentions, rebuked them all, and determined that I should 
do the W'ork. So I began to make the dies for the crowns. In 
the middle I put Saint Paul, with the legend, Vas electionis. 
This coin gave much more satisfaction than did those of my 
rivals, so that the Pope told them nobody was to mention 
money to him again; for he had made up his mind I was to 
make his, uiul -lobcdy else. So I set about the work with an 
easy mind; and Messer Latino Juvinale used to procure me 
audiences of the Pope, for his Holiness had given him orders 
to that effect. I was most eager to be reappointed stamper to 
the Mint; but on this point the Pope took (‘ounsel of others, 
and then told me that first of all I must receive mrdon for the 
homicide. This I should have at the Holy Maries in August, by 
order of the aldermen of Rome. For it is the custom each year, 
on this solemn feast, to free twelve outlaws to these magistrates. 
In the meanwhile he would grant me another safe-conduct, so 
that I might rest secure till that time. 

Then my enemies, seeing they could in no way prevent 
having the Mint, bethought themselves of another expedient. 
The dead man Pompeo had left three thousand ducats as a 
dowry to a young bastard daughter of his. So they plotted that 
a favourite of Signor Pier Luigi, the Pope's son, should ask iier 
in marriage, this lord himself to be the mediator. The thing 
was done. But the favourite was a wretched little peasant, 
brought up by Signor Pier Luigi ; and, according to rumour, he 
touched little of the money, his lord seizing it for his own use. 
Well, several times the husband of this girl, to please his wife, 
asked his patron to have me arrested ; and my lord had given 
a promise this should be done as soon as he saw my favour 
waning with the Pope. So things remained for about two months. 
The servant was trying all the time to get hold of the dowry^ 
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while his master would give him no straight answer^ but kept 
assuring the wife he would certainly revenge her father. Though 
I knew something of what was going on, I presented myself 
several times before his lordship, who made a show of great 
benevolence to me. Yet all the time he was plotting either to 
have me murdered, or arrested by the Bargello. He had given 
the job into the hands of one of his men, a little devil of a 
Corsican soldier, ordering him to use all his wits in the business ; 
and some other enemies of mine, especially Messer Traiano, 
proposed to give a hundred crowns to the assassin, who said 
he would do the thing as easily as he would suck a new-laid 
egg. Aware of all this, I w^alked with wary eyes, and in good 
company, excellently protected with under-coat of mail and 
with armlets, for which I had got leave. The little Corsican, 
in his avarice, thought he would have all the money for him- 
self, without peril, fancying he could carry the thing through 
with no one to help him. So one day after dinner he sent for me 
in Signor Pier Luigi's name. I went at once, for my lord had 
spoken of having some large silver vessels made. I left home in 
a hurry, but armed myself as usual, and walked quickly along 
the Strada Giulia, thinking to find no one about at that hour. 
Well, I was at the top of the street, and was making for the 
Famese palace, when, turning the comer wide, as is my habit, 
I saw the little Corsican get up from where he was sitting, and 
post himself in the middle of the road. Thus I was in no way 
taken by surprise. Ready to defend myself, I slowed up^a little, 
and walked closer to the wall to put a wider space between us. 
But he followed my example; and when we were near each other, 
I could see plainly he was bent on doing me a mischief. And as 
I was, alone, he thought he was going to succeed. Then I addressed 
him, saying, “Valorous soldier, if it were night, you might say 
you had mistaken me. but since it is day, you must know quite 
well who I am, and that I ha\e never had anything to do with 
you, and never have done you any harm, but am quite capable 
of doing you a service." Thereupon, with a bullying gesture, 
and still standing in my path, he said he did not know what 
I was talking about. I replied, “ I know very well what you want, 
and what you are saying ; but this business you have in hand is 
more difficult and dangerous than you think; and perhaps it 
may turn out to your hurt. Remember you have to do with a 
man who would defend himself against a hundred; and the 
affair is not one for brave men like you to be concerned in." 
Meanwhile I, too, had been looking at him threateningly, and 
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both of us changed colour. People had collected about us, for 
it was clear that our words meant bloodshed. So not daring to 
lay a hand on me, he cried, “We shall meet again.” To which 
I answeied, “I am always glad to see men of worth and those 
who prove themselves such.” 

Leaving him I repaired to my lord’s house, to find he had 
never sent for me. Wlien I was back in my shop, the Corsican 
sent me word by a great friend of his and mine that I need 
not be on the watch for him any more, for he was fain to be my 
good brother : but that I should keep a sharp look-out for others; 
that I was in the greatest peril, men of high rank having vowed 
my death. I sent him my thanks, and looked after my safety 
as well as I could. Not many days after, I was told by a great 
friend of mine that Signor Pier Luigi had expressly ordered 1 
should be seized that evening. Word of this reached me in the 
late afternoon. I spoke of the matter to some of my friends, 
who urged me to escape. The order had been given for one 
hour after sundown ; and two hours before that I was off with 
the post bc uTu for Florence. The fact was, that when the 
Corsican had proved he had not pluck enough to fulfil his 
promise, Signor Pier Luigi, of his own authority, had given 
orders for me to be arrested, only to appease that daughter of 
Pompeo somewhat, who insisted on knowing what had come 
of her dowry. When he found it impossible to satisfy her 
by revenging her father in either of the two ways he had 
planned, he bethought him of another, which shall be told 
in its own place. 

Ixxvi. Reaching Florence, I presented myself to the Duke 
Alessandro, who received me wnth the greatest affection, and 
insisted I sliould stay w'ith him. Now in Florence there was a 
sculptor called II Tribolino, a great crony of mine, for I was god 
father to one of his sons. As we were talking together one day, 
he told me that Jacopo del Sansovino, who had been his master, 
had sent for him. Now as he had never been to Venice, and as 
he thought, besides, of the CAirnings to be looked for, he was 
most keen to go. Then he asked me if I had ever seen Venice, 
and I said no. Thereupon he begged me to accompany him, and 
I consented. So 1 told Duke Alessandro I should like to go to 
Venice first; and after that 1 should come back to his service. 
He demanded a promise from me to this effect, and ordered me 
to come to see him before I left. So next day, after having made 
my preparations, I went to lake leave of the Duke, whom I 
found in the Pazzi palace, which at the time was inhabited by 
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the wife and daughters of Signor Lorenzo Cibo. I sent a message 
to his Excellency that I wished to set off to Venice, by his kind^ 
permission; and an answer was brought back by Signor Cosi-^ 
mino de’ Medici, to-day Duke of Florence, to the effect that I 
was to go and find Niccol6 da Monte Aguto, who would give 
me fifty gold crowns; and that his Excellency gave me this 
money for my enjoyment, because he loved me. Afterwards 
I was to come back and serve him. 

I got the money from Niccol6; went to fetch Tribolino at his 
house, and found him ready to start. He asked me if I had 
bound up my sword. I said a man riding forth on a journey 
should do no such thing; but he told me that such was the 
custom in Florence; and that there was a certain Ser Maurizio 
in power, who for the veriest trifle would have strung up St. 
John the Baptist himself. So you had to carry your sword bound 
till you were outside the gates. At this I laughed, and away 
we went. Soon we were joined by the Venice courier, who was 
nicknamed Lamentone; and we travelled in his company past 
Bologna, and arrived one evening at Ferrara. There we put up at 
the inn on the Piazza, and Lamentone went off to seek out 
some exiles, to bring them letters and messages from their 
wives, and this with the consent of the Duke. But only the 
courier might speak to them — no one else, under pain of the 
same sentence. Meanwhile, it being a little less than two hours 
from sundown, Tribolo and I went to see the Duke of Ferrara 
return from Belfiore, .where he had been to watch the jousting. 
On the road we met a number of exiles, who looked at 4 js hard, 
as though they would force us to speak with them. Tribolo, 
who was the biggest coward I have ever known, never stopped 
saying, “Don't look at them; don’t speak to them, if you 
would ever go back to Florence.” So we stayed to sec the 
Duke’s entry; then returning to our inn, we found Lamentone. 
About an hour after dark Niccolo Benintendi came in with his 
brother Piero, and an old man, who, I think, was Jacopo Nardi. 
With these were some other young men. They stormed the 
courier with questions about their own folk in Florence. Tribolo 
and I stood apart, so as not to talk with them. When they had 
spoken awhile with Lamentone, Niccolo Benintendi said, “I 
know those two quite well. Why arc they too proud to speak 
to us?” Then Tribolo made me keep quiet, while Lamentone 
told them that the leave he had was not granted to us, which 
Benintendi said was ridiculous. “Plague take them!” cried he, 
with other pretty things of the kind. Thereupon I raised my 
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head^ and; with all the meekness I was capable of; addressed 
them thus, “Dear gentlemen, you can harm us a great deal, 
while we can in no way help you; and though you have said 
some things to us that had been better unsaid, yet we will not 
be wroth against you for that.” Old Nardi declared I had spoken 
like the honest young fellow I was; but Niccold Bcnintendi 
struck in with, “A fig for them and the Duke!” 1 answered 
that he was wronging us, for we had nothing to do with his 
affairs. Then old Nardi took up the cudgels for us, telling 
Benintendi he was unjust; but he went on insulting us all the 
same. So I warned him that I would say and do what would 
be most unpleasant to him, unle.s he mindcfl his own business 
and left us in peace. But again he cried, “A fig for the Duke 
and you!” and told us we were a pack of asses. At these words 
I hurled back the lie in his face, and drew my sword. Then the 
old man, in his haste to be first at the stairs, tumbled down some 
steps, and the rest fell after him, one on the top of the other. 
I rushed forward, rattling my sword furiously along the wall, 
and shouting, will kill the last man of you!” But all the 
same I took ulniost care to do them no harm, though it 
would have been only too easy. Hearing the noise, the host 
called out; and Lamentonc cried, “Keep back!” Some of them 
shouted, “Oh, my head!” others, “Let me out of this!” and so 
great was the confusion that they looked like a herd of swine. 
Then mine host brought a light. I retired upstairs, and sheathed 
my sword. Lamentone protested to Nicculo Benintendi he had 
done ill; and the host said to liim, “It’s a hanging matter to 
draw your sword here; and if the Duke knew of your insolence, 
he would string you up. I will let you off with less than you 
deserve; but never show your fac'e in this inn again, else you'll 
repent it.” Then the host came upst.iirs to me. I would have 
excused myself; but he did not let me say a woid, telling me he 
knew I had had a thousand provocations, and advising me to 
Ije on the look-out for tliese men on my journey. 

Ixxvii. When we had supped, a boatman came to take u" to 
Venice. 1 asked him if he would give us the boat to ourselves. 
He said yes, and the bargain was struck. In the morning betimes 
we rode to the port, which is some miles, I don't know how 
many, from Ferrara. As soon as we had got there, we found 
Niccolo Benintendi's brother, with three others, waiting my 
arrival. Among them they had two lances, and 1 had bought 
a good pike in p'errara. Being otherwise well armed, 1 was not 
at all scared like Iribolo, wlio called out, “God save usl They 
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have come to murder usP* Then Lamentone turned to me and 
said, “Tlie best thing you can do is to go hack to Ferrara, for 
I see this is a serious business. Benv^uto, my friend, I beg 
you, get out of the way of the fury of those mad beasts!^’ But 
I rejoined, Rather let us go forward, for God helps the right, 
and you shall see how I can help myself. Have we not secured 
this bark for ourselves?’’ “Yes,” said Lamentone. “Well, we 
shall hold it against them for all my valour is worth.” I spurred 
on my horse, and when I was about fifty paces off, strode 
boldly forward with my pike. Tribolo lingered behind, hunched 
up on his horse, as if he had been frozen ; and the courier Lamen- 
tone was puffing and blowing like the wind. It was a habit of 
his; but now he did it more than ever, as he stood waiting what 
would be the end of this devilry. When I had reached the 
boat, the boatman came up to me and said that some Floren- 
tine gentlemen wished to share it, if I would permit. To which 
I answered, “The boat is engaged for us and for no one 
else; and I am deeply grieved not to have the pleasure of their 
company.” At these words a brave young fellow, one of the 
Magalotti, spoke up, “ Benvenuto, we shall manage to procure 
you that pleasure.” Whereupon I answered, “If God and the 
right which is on my side, as w^ell as the force within me, mani- 
fest their full will and power, you shall manage nothing of the 
sort.” And saying this, I jumped into the boat. Pointing my 
fnke at them, I added, “Witli this I will show you that I am 
unable to avail myself of your company.” Wishing to make a 
little show of fight, the Magalotti youth seized his weapon and 
came towards me. But I sprang upon the boat, and dealt him 
a blow that, had he not fallen backwards, I should have run 
him through. His friends, instead of coming to his aid, drew 
back. I saw I could have slain him, but instead of doing so, 
I said, “Get up, brother, take your weapons, and be off. You 
have seen that what I will not that I cannot, and what I could 
that I would not.” Then I called in Tribolo and the boatman and 
Lamentone; and so we set off on our way to Venice. When we 
had gone ten miles along the Po, the young fellows, who had 
got into a little bark, came up with us, and when we were 
abreast of each other, that fool Pier Benintcndi shouted, “Go 
on your way, Benvenuto, we shall meet again in Venice.” 
“Make haste then,” I said, “for I’ll be there, and I’m ready 
to face any of you.” So we arrived at Venice. There I took 
counsel with a brother of Cardinal Cornaro, and begged him to 
get me the permission to wear arms. He told me that I might 
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certainly do so, for I ran no greater risk than of losing 
my sword. 

Ixxviii. So with my sword by my side, we went off to visit 
Jacopo del Sansovino, who had sent for Tribolo. He received us 
very kindly, and would have us dine Vith him, and so we stayed. 
But in his conversation with Tribolo, he said he had nothing 
for him to do just then, and bade him come back another time. 
At this I burst out laughing, and said jestingly to Sansovino, 
“Your home is rather too far away for him to come back again.*' 
And poor Tribolo, all woebegone, cried, “I have your letter 
here, in which you wrote to me to come." But Sansovino 
answered that men of his standing — men of repute and talent 
—could do a thing like that, and more too. Wliereupon Tribolo 
shrugged his shoulders, and muttered “Patience!" over and 
over again. Then, in spite of the good dinner which Sansovino 
had given me, I took the part of my friend Tribolo, who had 
right on his side. But at table Sansovino never stopped chatter- 
ing about the great things he had done, speaking ill of Michel 
Agnolo and of who practised his art, and praising himself 
to the skies the while. I got so irritated that each mouthful 
of food nearly choked me. But all I said was, “0 Messer Jacopo, 
men of worth behave like men of worth, and men of talent, 
who create things of beauty and excellence, are more easily 
recognised in the praises of others than in their own complacent 
boasting." At these words we all rose from the table fuming. 
That same day, near the Rialto of Venice, I came across Piero 
Benintendi, who had some others with him. Well aware that 
they were seeking to do me a mischief, I retired into an apothe- 
cary's shop till their excitement should pass. Afterwards I heard 
that young Magalotti, to whom I had spoken civilly, had cried 
out upon them ; and so the thing passed off. 

Ixxix. A few days after we made our way back to Florence. 
When we disembarked at a place beyond Chioggia, on the left 
hand going to Ferrara, our host would have us pay, according 
to his custom, before we went to sleep. I said in other places 
one paid in the morning, but he declared, “I w'ish to be paid 
the night before, and in my own way." Whereupon I replied 
that those who wanted things done in their own way should 
make a world for themselves; and his customs were not ours; 
but he bade me not weary him with talking, because he had 
made up his mind to have his own way. Tribolo, who was 
shaking with fright, nudged me to keep still, lest we should 
come off worse. So we paid the people in their way, and then 
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went off to sleep. We had indeed excellent beds, everything in 
them new and scrupulously clean. Yet all the same I never 
closed an eye all night for thinking how I could have my 
revenge. Once I thought of setting fire to the house; again of 
cutting the throats of the four fine horses he had in his stables. 
I saw how easy it would be for me to do either, but I did not 
quite see how my companion and I should escape. I finally 
made up my mind. First, I resolved to put my own baggage 
and my friend’s in the boat; and this I did. Then, when the 
horses were attached to the towing-rope, I said no one was to 
move till I came back, as I had left a pair of slippers in the 
room where I had slept. So I went back to the inn and asked 
for the host, who called out that he had nothing to do with us, 
and that we could go to the devil. Standing by was a miserable 
little bit of a stable boy, gaping with sleep, who said to me, 
“He wouldn’t move for the Pope, for he has a slut with him 
whom he has been after for a long time.” Then the boy asked 
•tie for some drink-money, and I gave him a few little Venetian 
coins, and told him to go and talk to the man with the towing-rope 
till I looked for my slippers and came back. So upstairs I went. 
I took a little razor-edged knife, and cut the four beds that 
were there all into shreds; and I knew I had done damage to the 
tune of more than fifty crowns. Then I returned to the bark 
with bits of the bed-hangings in my pocket. Hastily 1 ordered 
the boatman to be off and away ; but when we had gone a little 
distance from the inn, my crony Tribolo said he had left some 
little straps which bound up his valise, and that he really must 
return for them. To this I replied he need not mind about two 
little straps, for I would make him as many big ones as he wanted. 
He said tliat I was always jesting, but that he absolutely must 
go back for them. He insisted the boatman should stop, and 
I that he should go on. Meanwhile I told him the bad turn 
I had done to the host, and showed him a sample of the bed- 
hangings and other things, at which such a fear came over him 
that he kept calling to the boatman, “ On, on with you quickly I” 
And he did not feel out of danger till he was back at the gates 
of Florence. When we had reached there, Tribolo said, “Let us 
bind up our swords, for God’s sake! And no more pranks, for 
I have felt all the time I have been with you as if the knife were 
at my throat.” On which I said, “Dear old Tribolo, you don’t 
need to bind your sword up, for you have never drawn it,” 
i\nd this I said without looking, only because I had never pnee 
seen him play the man upon the journey. Whereupon, examining 
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his sword, he cried out, “By God! it is the truth you tell, for 
here it is tied up ju^t as it was before I left home!’' To my 
comrade I had seemed a bad companion for having resented 
insults, and defended us both against those who would have 
harmed us. But I thought his conduct much worse, since not 
once did he come to my aid in times of need. Let him be the 
judge who looks on dispassionately. 

Ixxx. As soon as I dismounted I made haste to seek Duke 
Alessandro. I thanked him heartily for his present of fifty crowns, 
and told his Excellency I was most ready to serve him in what- 
ever I was good for. Thereupon he ordered me on the spot to 
make the dies for his money. The first coin I made was one of 
forty soldi, with the head of his Excellency on one side, and on 
the other a San Cosimo and a San Damiano. These were silver 
coins, and they gave so much satisfaction that the Duke main- 
tained they were the finest pieces in all Christendom. So said 
all Florence, and everybody who saw them. I therefore asked 
his Excellency to settle a salary on me, and give me apartments 
in the Mint. Thereupon he told me to give my mind to serving 
him, and he * OU Vi it How me much more than I asked. Mean- 
while he said he had given orders to the Master of the Mint, 
who was a certain Carlo Acciaiuoli, that I was to go to him for 
all the money I wanted. And this 1 found to be the case. But 
I touclied my money so thriftily that there was always a balance, 
according to my account. 

Afterwards I made the dies for the giulio. On this coin was a 
San Giovanni in profile, seated, with a book in his hand; and 
I thought I had nevci done anything so fine. On the other side 
were Duke Alessandro’s arms. After that I made the dies for 
the half-giulios, on which I designed a head, full face, of San 
Giovannino. This was the first coin ever made with a full face 
on so thin a plate of silver. But the difficulty of the thing is 
not at all a])parent except to the eyes of skilled masters in the 
art. Then I made stamps for the gold crowns. On one side was 
a cross, with some little cherubs, and on the other the arm., 
of his Excellency. As soon as I had made those four sorts of 
money, I begged him to settle my salary, and also to grant me 
the apartments I had asked for, if he was pleased with what 
I had done. His Excellency, with much graciousness, said he 
was entirely satisfied, and that he would give due orders. We 
were in the Wardrobe during this conversation, my lord examin- 
ing a wonderful little gun which he had just got from Germany. 
Seeing me look at the pretty tool with the utmost attention, 
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he put it into my hand, saying he knew what delight such 
things gave me ; and as an earnest of what he had promised me, 
I might take any arquebuse from his armoury I liked, save 
this one, though, he added, there were many more beautiful 
and just as good in the place. This offer I accepted with thanks. 
Seeing my eyes wandering round in search, he ordered his 
Master of the Wardrobe, a certain Pretino of Lucca, to let me 
take whatever I pleased. Then with a pleasant salutation he 
went off, and I stayed to choose the most beautiful and the 
best arquebuse that I ever had in my life; and I took it home 
with me. Two days later I showed him a few drawings, which 
he had asked me to make for some works in gold, intended as 
a gift to his wife, who was then in Naples. Once more I made 
the same request about the settlement of my affairs. But his 
Excellency replied that first of all he wished me to make a die 
for as fine a head of himself as I had made of Pope Clement. 
So I began this head in wax, and my lord ordered that at what- 
ever hour I came to work on his portrait, I should be shown 
in to him. Seeing that this was to be a long affair, I called in a 
certain Pietro Pagolo of Monte Ritondo, near Rome, who had 
been with me as a very young boy there. I found him living 
with one Bernardonaccio, a goldsmith, who did not treat him 
very well. So 1 took him away, and taught him thoroughly 
how to stamp the money from the dies I had made. In the mean- 
while I was engaged on the Duke’.s portrait. And many a time 
did I find him snoozing after dinner, alone with his Lorenzino, 
who afterwards murdered him; and it was always a great 
wonder to me that a Duke like him was so blindly trustful. 

Ixxxi. Now it came about that Ottaviano de' Medici, who to 
all intents governed everything in Florence, took the part of 
the old Master of the Mint. This fellow, Bastiano Cennini, was 
out of date, and had little knowledge. But his patron had 
mixed up his clumsy dies with mine in making the crowns. 
I complained about it to the Duke, who, finding it to be so, 
was much grieved, and said, “Go and tell this to Ottaviano de’ 
Medici, and show him what has happened.*' So off I went and 
pointed out the injury done to my beautiful coins. But he 
answered me like a fool, “We like it so"; whereupon I replied 
that it was all wrong, and I would not have it. Said he, “And if 
the Duke is pleased?" But I answered, “Even then it would 
not satisfy me, for the thing is neither just nor reasonable." 
He bade me be off, and said I must swallow it so if I burst. 
Returning to the Duke^ I related the whole of the disagreeable 
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conversation between Ottaviano de’ Medici and myself, and 
begged his Excellency not to let thus injury be done to the 
beautiful coins I had made; also to give me leave to take my 
departure. Then he answered, “Ottaviano goes too far. You 
shall have your own way, for this is an insult to me.'* 

The same day — it was a Thursday — there came to me from 
Rome an ample safe-conduct from the Pope, telling me to 
repair to him at once tor the pardon of the Saint Maries in the 
middle of August, so that I might free myself from the charge 
of homicide. I went to seek the Duke, whom I found in bed, 
after an excess, as I was told. In little more than tw^o hours 
I finishi‘d what was wanting to his wax medal, and when he 
saw the thing complete he was much pleased. Then I drew out 
the safe conduct, and told him how the Pope had begged me to 
come back and do certain work for him. Thus I should regain 
a place in that fair city of Rome; yet, nevertheless, I should 
go on with his Excellency’s medal. At this the Duke said, half 
in anger, “Benvenuto, do as I wish. Stop where you are, for 
I will settle your salary and give you the apartments in the 
Mint, and a gun deal more than you would ever think of 
asking me, for you only ask what is just and reasonable. And 
whom would you leave to strike the fine dies you ha\e made 
me?” Then I answered, “My lord, everything has been thought 
of, for I have here a pupil of mine, a young Roman, whom I 
have taught; and he will serve your Excellency cdmirably till 
1 come back, with your medal finished, never to leave you any 
more. In Rome I have a shop with workmen and a deal of 
business; but as soon as I have got my pardon, I shall leave 
all the favour I enjoy there to an apprentice of mine, and then, 
with your Excellency’s gracious leave, return to you.” WTiile 
we were talking, the only one present was Lorenzino de’ Medici. 
Several times the Duke signed to him to urge me to stay, but 
Lorenzino would say nothing save, “ Benvenuto, you would do 
best to stop here.” I replied that I had the greatest desire to 
regain my old standing in Rome; whereupon he answered 
nothing, but stood looking at the Duke with the most evil eye. 
When the medal was finished as I wished, and I had shut it 
up in its little case, I said to the Duke, “My lord, be my good 
friend in this matter, for I shall make you a far finer medal 
than I made for Pope Clement. This is but natural, since that 
was the first that ever I tried my hand on; and Messer Lorenzino 
here will provide some beautiful design for the reverse, being 
a person of learning and the greatest talent.” Thereat Lorenzino 
I 
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answered^ ‘‘I have no other thought in my mind but to give 
you a reverse worthy of his Excellency.” The Duke laughed, 
and, looking at Lorenzo, said, “You shall give him the reverse, 
and he shall do it here and not go away.” And Lorenzo cried 
out, “ I will do it as speedily as may be, and hope it may be 
what shall make the world wonder.” The Duke, who now looked 
on him as something of a fool, and now as a coward, only turned 
over in bed and laughed at his words. I then went off without 
formal leave-taking, and left them alone together. The Duke, 
who did not believe that I was quitting Florence, said nothing 
more to me. But when he learned afterwards that I had really 
set off, he sent a servant after me, who overtook me at Siena, 
and gave me fifty gold ducats from his Excellency, also a 
message that 1 should spend them and remember him; like- 
wise that I was to come back as soon as I could. “And,” said 
the man, “Messer Lorenzo bids me say he is preparing a mar- 
vellous reverse for the medal you are going to make.” I had 
left full instructions with Pietro Pagolo, the Roman of whom 
I have spoken, as to how he was to stamp the coins; but the 
tiling was very difficult, and he never did the work very well. 
I remained the creditor of the Mint for making the dies, to the 
amount of more than seventy crowns. 

Ixxxii. On my way to Rome, I carried the splendid arquebuse 
which the Duke had given me, and many a time did 1 use it on 
the journey, to my great enjoyment, while the feats I performed 
with it were extraordinary. At last I reached the City. Now I 
had a little house in the Strada Giulia, but as it was^not ready, 
I dismounted at the house of Messer Giovanni Gaddi, clerk of 
the Camera, to whom, on my departure from Rome, I had 
conffded a number of fine weapons and many other things I 
valued. I did not wish to get down at my shop, but sent for my 
partner, Felice, and told him to have my little house put into 
proper order without delay. The next day I went to sleep there, 
having made a good provision of clothes and other necessary 
things, as on the morrow I intended to go and see the Pope and 
thank him. In my employment were two serving-lads, and on 
the floor beneath was a laundress, who cooked for me excellently. 
I had several friends to supper, and the evening having passed 
most pleasantly, I went to bed. The night was hardly over; it 
was more than an hour to dawn, when I heard a tremendous 
hammering at the door of my house, each knock hurrying on 
the top of the other. So I called for the elder of my two servants, 
who was called Cencio (the one whom I took with md to the 
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wizard’s drcle)^ and told him to go and see what madman was 
making this devilish noise at such an hour. While Cendo went 
down, I lighted another lamp — I kept one burning always 
during the night — hastily slipped over my shirt a magnificent 
coat of mail, and above that whatever garments came to hand. 
Cencio came back crying, “Alas! my master, it is the Bargello 
with all his guard ; and he says if you don’t make haste, he will 
beat the door down. And they have torches and all kinds of 
things with them.” To which I answered, “Tell him I am putting 
on a rag or two of dothes, and I am coming down in my shirt.” 
Thinking it was an attempt at murder, such as Signor Pier 
Luigi had plotted, I took in my right hand a first-rate dagger, 
and in my left the safe-conduct. Then 1 ran to the back windows, 
which gave on some gardens, and there I saw more than thirty 
of the guards. So I knew that I could not escape by that side. 
Putting the two lads in front of me, I told them to open th^ 
door the very instant I should tell them. Then, quite ready, 
my dagger in my right hand, the safe-conduct in my left, and 
in a proper attitude of defence, I said to my lads, “Have nc 
fear. Open the door! ' At once Vittorio, the Bargello, with twe 
of the guards, burst in, thinking to seize me without difficulty; 
but finding me prepared, they retired, saying, “This is nc 
jesting matter.” On which I called out, throwing them the safe- 
conduct, “Read that, and since you may not arrest me, I will 
not let you touch me,” Then the Bargello ordered some of his 
men to lay hands on me, saying the safe-conduct would be 
seen to later. At this I flashed out my weapon furiously. “God 
for the right!” I cried. “Alive, I’m not for you. You can only 
take me dead.” The room was crowded. They looked as if they 
would come at me with force; but I stood grimly on the defensive, 
and the Bargello saw he could not have me otherwise than I had 
said. So he called the notary, and while he was having the safe- 
conduct read, two or three times he made as if he were about to 
his guard on me. Yet I stood firm in my resolution. Then, 
^ing up the attempt, they threw the safe-conduct on the 
ground and made ofi without me. 

Ixxxiii. I went back to my rest, but I was so disturbed that 
I could not fall asleep again. I meant to be bled as soon as it 
should be daylight, so I asked advice of Messer Giovanni Gaddi, 
by whom I was sent to a quack of his acquaintance, who asked 
me if I had had a fright I Now think what a wise doctor he was, 
who, after hearing of such a serious matter, asked me a question 
like that! He was a feather-brained fool, who was always 
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laughings and about nothing at all. So now^ sniggering as usual, 
he told me to take a good beaker of Greek wine, and to be 
merry, and to keep my mind at rest. Then Messer Giovanni 
said, “A thing of bronze or marble might tremble in a case 
like this. How much more a mere man?’' Whereupon the quack 
replied, ‘‘Monsignor, we are not all made the same way. This 
man is neither of bronze nor marble, but of pure iron itself”; 
and, feeling my pulse, laughing idiotically the while, he said to 
Messer Giovanni, “Feel here now; this is no man’s pulse! it 
is a lion’s or a dragon’s.” Then as my pulse was beating furiously, 
perhaps much faster than in any case which that imbecile doctor 
had read of either in Hippocrates or Galen, I knew how ill I was. 
But that I might not make myself more agitated or worse than 
I was already, I pretended to be in good heart. Meanwhile 
Messer Giovanni had ordered dinner, and the whole company 
sat down to eat. Among us, besides our host, were Messer Lodo- 
vico of Fano, Messer Antonio Allegretti, Messer Giovanni Greco, 
all men of great learning, and Messer Annibal Caro, who was 
then quite a youth ; and nothing else was talked about at dinner 
except this brave deed of mine. Moreover, they had the whole 
story again from my young servant Cenr io, who was extra- 
ordinarily intelligent, spirited, and handsome. Every time he 
recounted my fierce daring — taking on my attitude in the 
encounter, and repeating the very words I had used — he called 
up circumstances I had forgotten. Then they went on to ask 
if he had been afraid; to which he answered they should ask 
me, for he had felt just as I had done. 

This parrot-talk wearied me in the end; and, since I felt 
much shaken, I j*ose from table, saying I wished to go and get 
new suits of cloth and azure silk for Cencio and myself, for I 
was going to walk in the procession, four days hence, at the 
Saint Maries, when I intended him to carry a white lighted 
torch. So 1 departed and went to have the blue cloth cut, with 
a fine vest ot sarcenet, also blue, and a doublet of the san|e. 
For the lad I ordered a doublet and vest of blue taffeta. When 
the things were cut, I went off to the Pope, who bade me speak 
with Messer Ambrogio, as he had given orders I was to make 
a large gold vessel. So I went to find Messer Ambrogio. He 
knew all about the Bargello affair, and had, indeed, been in 
alliance with my enemies to bring me back from Florence, and 
had rated the Bargello well for not having arrested me. That 
officer excused himself, saying he could not openly defy a safe- 
conduct. But when I went to him, Messer Ambrogio talked over 
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the business which the Pope had given him orders about. He 
bade me make the designs, and everything would be arranged 
for the work. ^ 

Meanwhile came on the day of the Saint Maries. Now it is 
the custom that those about to obtain their pardon should 
surrender themselves prisoners. But I returned to the Pope and 
said to his Holiness I did not wish to be put in prison, and begged 
him to let me off. He said that such was the custom, and so it 
must be. Thereupon I knelt down once more, and thanked him 
for the safe-conduct he had given me, with which I should return 
to the service of my Duke of Florence, who waited me in all 
eagerness. Hearing this, he turned to one of his attendants and 
said, “Let Benvenuto have his pardon without the prison. 
Make out his papers to this effect.” The document being drawn 
up, the Pope signed it, and it was registered at the Capitol. 
Then, on the appointed day, I walked in the procession, in 
an honourable place between two gentlemen, and received my 
full pardon. 

Ixxxiv. Four days after 1 was seized with a very high fever 
and with a shaki.ig lit. I went to bed, ajid thought I was about 
to die. The first physicians in Rome were called in, among whom 
was one Maestro Francesco da Norcia, the oldest doctor in the 
city, and one of most reputation. I explained to the doctors 
what I believed to be the cause of my grax e illness ; that I had 
wished to be bled, but was adxised against it; rMid I begged 
them, if it were not too late, to bleed me now. Maestro Fran- 
cesco answered that to draw blood now would do me no good, 
but if it had been done at the right time, I should not have 
been ill at all. Now he must cure me in some other way. So 
they enlisted all their zeal and skill for my cure, and every 
day I got violently worse. At the end of eight days the malady 
had increased so much that the doctors, desj)airing of the case, 
ordered that I should be indulged and given anything I asked 
fc^r. Maestro Francesco said, “While hfe still breathes call on me at 
any hour, for one never knows what Nature will do for a young 
man of this sort; but if he should become unconscious, give him 
these five remedies, one on top of the other, and send for me. 
I will come at any hour of the night. For I should be better 
pleased to save him than any Cardinal in Rome.” Two or three 
times a day Messer Giovanni Gaddi came to visit me, and every 
time he would handle my fine gun, or my armour, or my sword, 
alway.s saying, “This is a fine thing,” or “This other is still 
finer.” And the same did he with my models, and with all my 
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other little possessions^ till he made me furious. And with him 
came a certain Mattio Franzesi, who looked as if he were weary- 
ing for my death, not because he would come in for anything 
of mine; but, as it appeared, he merely wished for what Messer 
Giovanni had such a longing for. 

I had witli me Felice, my partner, who gave me the best aid 
which one man could possibly give to another in this world. 
My strength was ebbing all away. I had not force enough to 
draw a breath, but my brain was as sound as when I was in 
health. Yet though I was not delirious, a terrible old man used 
to come to my bedside, and try to haul me by force into a great 
boat. Then I would call for my Felice to come to me and chase 
the old scoundrel away. Felice, who loved me tenderly, would 
come running, in tears, cr)dng, “Off with you, you old traitor, 
who would rob me of my all!” Messer Giovanni Gaddi, who 
was standing by, said, “The poor fellow raves. Ah! he’ll not 
last long”; while the other man, Mattio Franzesi, added, “He 
has read Dante, and in his utter weakness his mind wanders ” ; 
then with a laugh, “ Be off, you old rascal ! don’t vex our Ben- 
venuto!” I saw they were laughing at me; so I turned to Messer 
Giovanni Gaddi and said to him, “My dear master, I would 
have you know that I am not raving, and that it is the truth, 
this old man annoys me very much. But you would do well to 
take that villain Mattio out of my sight, for he laughs at my 
misfortunes; and the next time your lordship is good enough 
to come and see. me, let it be with Messer Antonio Allegretti, or 
Messer Annibal Caro, or any other of your distinguished acquaint- 
ances, men of taste and intelligence, and of quite another stamp 
from this brute here,” Then Messer Giovanni said in joke to 
Mattio to be off and never come back again ; but as Mattio still 
laughed, the joke became serious, for Messer Giovanni refused 
to see him again, and sent for Messer Antonio Allegretti and 
Messer Lodovico and Messer Annibal Caro. As soon as these 
worthy men had come, T was much comforted, and talked with 
them quite sensibly, yet every now and then entreating Felice 
to drive away the old man. Mes.ser Lodovico asked me who it 
was I saw, and what he was like. While I was drawing liis picture 
exactly in words, the old man took hold of my arm and hauled 
me forcibly towards him, so that I called out to them to help 
me, for he was going to throw me down to the bottom of his 
fearsome boat. At these last words I fell into a deep swoon, and 
it seemed to me that I was being thrown into the boat. They said 
that wliile 1 lay unconscious, I tossed about and cast evil words 
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at Messer Giovanni, telling him he came to rob me, and not 
for love of me at all, and a great many other accusations which 
put him greatly to the blush. Then, they said, I stopped as if 
I were dead ; and when more than an hour had come and gone, 
and I seemed to be growing cold, they left me for dead. Then 
they went home and told Mattio Franzesi, who wrote to my 
dearest friend, Messer Benedetto Varchi, at Florence, that at 
such and such an hour of the night they had seen me die. That 
man of great talent, and my most dear friend, hearing this 
false report of my death, made an admirable sonnet, which 
shall be set down in its own place. 

More than three hours passed ere I came to myself; and having 
applied all the physician's remedies, and seeing that 1 still did 
not revive, my beloved P'elice set off running to Maestro Fran- 
cesco of Norcia’s house. He knocked so loud that he awoke him 
and made him rise. Weeping, he begged him to come to .uy 
house, for he thought I was dead. Whereupon Maestro Fran- 
cesco, who was a very hot-tempered man, called down, “My 
son, what do vou think I should do if I came? If he is dead, 
1 am sorrier than you. Do you think that by coming with my 
medicine I could blow life into his body?" But seeing that the 
poor lad went off crying, he called him back, and gave him a 
certain oil wherewith to anoint my pulses and my heart, and 
told him to squeeze my little toes and little fingers very hard; 
adding that if 1 came to, he was to be sent for at once. Felice 
left Maestro Francesco and did his bidding. When it was almost 
daylight, and hope was given up by the watchers, orders were 
given to make my shroud and to wash my body. All of a sudden 
I came to myself, and called out to Felice to drive off the old 
man who was plaguing me, and, quick, quick, I said. Where- 
upon Felice wanted to send for Maestro Francc'^co; but I sai<l 
no; he w^as to come to me and drive away the old man, whr 
was afraid of him. When Felice came to my bedside, and I 
touched him, the furious old wretch .seemed to make bff; so I 
begged him to stay by me all the time. But Maestro Francesco 
came at la.st, and he said he was determined to save me in spite 
of everything, and that he hiid never seen greater force in any 
young man than in me. Then, .sitting down to write, he ordered 
perfumes, lotions, unguents, plasters, and all sorts of wonderful 
things. In the meanw'hile, having had more than twenty leeches 
applied to my posteriors, I ('ame to, but I felt as if I had been 
pierced, bound, and pulverised. Many of my friends came to 
sec the miracle of tlic revived corpse, and among them men of 
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the greatest importance. In their presence I said that the little 
gold I had — which might amount to eight hundred crowns, 
between gold, silver, jewels, and loose money — I wished to be 
given to my poor sister in Florence, who was called Mona 
Liperata. All the rest of my belongings, including my armour, 
I bequeathed to my beloved Felice, and fifty gold ducats besides, 
so that he might buy himself clothing. Hearing this, Felice fell 
on my neck, saying he wished for nothing but that I should 
live. Then I said, “If you wish me to live, put your hand 
on me as before, and cry to that old man to be off, for he is 
afraid of you.’* At these words some of them were terrified, 
for they said I was not raving, but spoke reasonably and with 
a clear head. 

So my illness lingered on, and I got little better. The most 
excellent Maestro Francesco came four or five times a day, but 
Messer Giovanni Gaddi, who had been shamed, never came to 
see me any more. My brother-in-law, however, the husband of 
my sister Liperata, turned up from Florence to claim the 
inheritance; but he was a very good fellow and was delighted 
to find me alive. I was comforted more than I can tell by the 
sight of him, and he showed me the utmost affection, saying he 
had only come to nurse me with his own hands. And he did 
so for several days. After that I sent him away, the hope of my 
recovery being by that time almost sure. It was then he left 
the sonnet of Messer Benedetto Varchi. Here it is: 

ON THE SUPPOSED DEATH OF BENVENUTO CEIj^INI, 

WHO WAS YET ALIVE 

Who shall console ns, Mattio? Who shall tell 
Our e^es to cease their weeping o’er his bier? 

Ah, the hard truth, that leaving us down here. 

In youthful haste, he has gruic up to dwell! 

Clear, friendly soul, in art thou didst excel 
All that did come before thee. Much I fear 
The w'orld shall never see again thy peer, 

The world, of which the best take first farewell. 

O gentle spirit, if beyond our haze 

Still thou mayst love, look on me from the sky. 

*Tis not thy bliss I weep, but milie own ill. 

Now from thy place in Heaven thou dost gaze 
On the High Father; seest Him face to face 
Whom thou didst shadow with thy mortal skill. 

Ixxxv. My malady had been so terrible that it seemed as if 
it would never end; and that good man Francesco da Norria 
gave himself more trouble than ever, and every day he kept 
bringing me new remedies, striving to repair that poor dis- 
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ordered instrument, my body. Yet with all these extraordinary 
efforts, it seemed impossible to weaken the malady’s persistent 
hold on me; so that the doctors were almost in despair, and did 
not know what further they could do. I had an insatiable thirst, 
yet I had refrained from drinking for many days, in obedience 
to orders. Felice, wlio was very proud of having saved my life, 
never left me; and the old man troubled me less, though he 
still came to me sometimes in my dreams. But one day Felice 
had gone out, and an apprentice was left as nurse, with a servant 
called Beatrice. I asked the apprentice what had become of my 
lad Cencio, and why I had never seen him waiting on me. The 
lad told me that Cencio had been much more ill than I, and 
that now he lay at the point of death. Felice had ordered them 
not to tell me this. I was greatly grieved at the news, and I 
called Beatrice, the servant, a girl from Pistoja, and begged 
her to fill a great crystal wine-cooler, that stood near, with 
clear fresh water, and to bring it to me. The girl ran at once 
and brought it to me full. I asked her to hold it to my mouth, 
and promised, ’f she would let me drink as long a draught as 
I wished. I’d give her a gown. Now this servant had stolen a 
few little things of some importance, and in her terror lest the 
theft should be found out, she would have been glad for me to 
die. Therefore she let me drink twice of the water, and as much 
as I could each time, so that in truth I drank more than a flask. 
Then 1 lay down under the bedclotiics, l)cgan to perspire, and 
fell asleep. Felice came back after I had slept about an hour, 
and asked the lad how I was. “I don't know,” said the boy; 
‘‘Beatrice brought him that wine-cooler full of water, and he 
has nearly drunk it all. T don’t know now if he be dead or alive.” 
They say the poor young fellow almost fell down in a swoon 
from the vexation he felt. Then taking a thick ''^tick he beat 
the servant furiously, cr}ing, “Alas, traitress! you have killed 
him.” But while Felice was belabouring her, and she was howling, 
1 dreamt. It seemed to me that I saw the old man again with 
ropes in his hand, and he was preparing to bind me with them. 
Felice now ('ame on the scene, and was attacking him with a 
hatchet, so that the old wretch ran away, crying “ Let me go, 
and I shan’t come back again in a hurry!” Meanwhile Beatrice 
ran into my room, screaming at the top of her voice. This woke 
me up, and I said, “ Let her alone, for perhaps in meaning me 
harm, she has done me more good than you ever have been 
able to, with all your devotion. But come now and help me, 
for I am all of a sweat. Quick!” Felice took heart again, dried 
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me, and made me comfortable; and feeling greatly better, I 
became assured of my recovery. 

When Maestro Francesco came, he saw the great improve- 
ment in me, also the servant weeping, the prentice running 
hither and thither, and Felice laughing. This confusion made 
the doctor think some extraordinary thing had happened, which 
had worked this change in me for the better. Meanwhile, the 
other doctor, Maestro Bernardino, had come in, the one who, 
in the beginning, had not wished me to be bled. Maestro Fran- 
cesco, that splendid fellow, cried out, “Oh, power of Nature! 
she knows her own needs. We doctors know notliing.** Where- 
upon that fool of a Maestro Bernardino answered, “ If only he 
had drunk another flask, he would have been cured at once.*’ 
But Maestro Francesco, a venerable man, and of great authority, 
replied, “Please God that such a misfortune f^l on your own 
head!” Then turning to me, he asked me if I could have drunk 
more. “No,” I answered, “for I had quenched my thirst.” 
Then to Maestro Bernardino he said, “See you. Nature had 
just satisfied her needs, neither more nor less. So was she 
cra\'ing what she needed, when the poor young man requested 
to be bled. If you knew that the saving of him depended on his 
drinking two flasks of water, why did you not say so before? 
Then you would have got the credit.” At these words the 
quack went of! in a surly temper, and he never turned up 
any more. 

Then Maestro Francesco said I must be taken out of the 
room where I lay; and he had me carried up to one oL the hills 
of Rome. Carding Cornaro, hearing of my recovery, had me 
brought to a place of his on Monte Cavallo. That very night 
I was carried witfi the utmost care in a chair, well covered, and 
not jostled. As soon as I arrived, I began to vomit, and in the 
vomit which I brought up was a hairy worm, a quarter of a 
cubit in length. The hairs were long, and the worm was most 
hideous, anti covered with diflerent-coloured spots, green, black, 
and red. They kept it for the doctor, who declared he had never 
seen such a thing. Then he said to Felice, “ Now take good care 
of your Benvenuto, for he is cured. Don*t allow him any excesses. 
For though he has escaped this time, yet another disorder would 
kill him. You see his sickness has been so serious, that had we 
been bringing him the holy oil, we might have come too late. 
Now I am sure that with a little patience and time he will still 
do fine work.” Then turning to me, he said, “ Benvenutp, my 
friend, be wise, and lead a regular life ; and when you arc cured. 
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I want you to make me a Madonna with your own hand^ and 
I will say my prayers to her always for love of you.*' After- 
wards I asked him whether I might prudently move to Florence. 
He told me that I should get a little stronger first, and wait to 
see what Nature did for me. 

Ixxxvi. After eight days had passed, the improvement was 
so little that I was aweary of myself; for I had been more than 
fifty days in this great trouble. But making up my mind, I 
prepared to set off; and in a double basket litter my dear Felice 
and I departed for Florence. Now as I had not written before- 
hand, when I got to my sister’s house, she wept and laughed 
over me at the same time. That day many of my friends came 
to see me, among them Pier Landi, the best and the dearest 
I ever had in the world. Next day came a certain Niccol6 da 
Monte Aguto, also a very great friend of mine. Now he had 
heard the Duke say, “ Benvenuto would have done much better- 
if he had died, for he has come here to run his head into a 
halter; and I shall never pardon liim.” So Niccol6 came to me 
in despair, and said, ‘*Alas, dear Benvenuto, what are you 
doing here? Do >ou not know how you have offended the Duke? 
I have heard him swear that you were running your head into 
a halter, for a certainty.” Then I answered, ‘‘Niccold, recall 
to his Excellency that Pope Clement wanted to hang me before 
now, and with as little justice. Let him keep a look-out on me, 
and leave me until I am better. Then I can prov.: to liis lord- 
ship that I have been the most faithful servant he will ever 
have in the whole course of his life; and since some enemy 
must have done me this ill turn out of jealousy, let him wait 
till I get my health, and I can render such an account of myself 
as will astonish him.” 

Now this ill turn I owed to the painter Giorgetto Vassellario 
of Arezzo, perhaps in return for many good turns I had done 
him. For I had given him hospitality in Rome and ^paid his 
expenses, though he had been a most troublesome guest; for 
he suffered from a dry skin disease, and his hands were all 
wasted from continual scratching. Now he had slept with a 
good young fellow in my employment, called Manno; and when 
he thought he was scratching himself, he had taken the skin 
off one of Manno’s legs with his dirty hands, the nails of which 
he never cut. Manno" left me, and, indeed, was determined to 
have his life; but I reconciled them. Afterwards I got an opening 
for Giorgio with the Cardinal de’ Medici, and continued to help 
him. It was for this I had deserved his slanderous report to the 
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Duke Alessandro that I had spoken ill of his Excellency, and 
had boasted I should be the first to scale the walls of Florence, 
in company with his exiled enemies. These words, according 
to what I heard later, had been put into his mouth by that 
gallant gentleman Ottaviano de’ Medici, who wanted to revenge 
himself for the Duke’s rating him in the matter of the coins, 
and my consequent departure from Florence. But I, who was 
innocent of this treason unjustly put to my count, had no fear 
in the world. And meanwhile the clever doctor, Francesco da 
Montevarchi, treated me with the greatest skill. He had been 
introduced by my friend Luca Martini, who stayed the greater 
part of every day with me. 

Ixxxvii. In the meantime I had sent my devoted Felice to 
Rome to look after my business there. As soon as I could just 
raise my head from the pillow, which was at the end of fifteen 
days, though I could not vet put my feet to the ground, I had 
myself carried to the little upper terrace of the Medici palace. 
There I was seated to wait till the Duke should go by. Many 
of my friends of the Court came to speak to me, and they were 
greatly astonished I had given myself the pain of being carried 
in this fashion, while still in such a weak condition. I miglit 
have waited, they said, till I was quite better, and then have 
gone to see the Duke. There was a crowd of people about me, 
all looking at me as if I were a miracle, and this not so much 
because tliey had heard I was dead ; still stranger to them w\as 
it that now I looked, like a corpse. Then I said before them all, 
how my lord the Duke had been told by some fouUtongued 
rascal that I had boasted I should be the first to scale his 
Excellency’s walls, .and that, moreover, I had spoken ill of him. 
Thus I had not the heart to live or die till I should purge myself 
of this infamous accusation, and know who was the bold slan- 
derer that had spread the false report. As I spoke, a large 
number of the gentlemen gathered round me. Tlicy manifested 
great sympathy for me, and while one said one thing and one 
another, I declared that I would never go away from here till 
I knew who was my accuser. At these words Maestro Agustino, 
the Duke’s tailor, made his way through the crowd of nobles, 
and said, “ If that’s all you want to know, you can learn it now.” 
At the very moment Giorgio, the painter, of whom I have spoken, 
was passing, and Maestro Agustino said, “There’s the man who 
accused you. Now you know best if it be true or not.” I could 
not move front the spot, but I hotly demanded of Giorgio if 
this was the case. Giorgio said No; it was not true, and he had 
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never said any such thing. To this Maestro Agustino replied, 
“ 0 you gallows bird ! don’t you know that I know it perfectly? ” 
Thereupon Giorgio made off in haste, still protesting he was 
not the man. In a little the Duke came along. I had myself 
propped up in front of his Excellency, and he stopped. I told 
him I had come here like this only to justify myself. The Duke 
looked at me, and wondered I was alive. Then he told me to 
give my mind to being an honest man, and to getting well. 
When I returned home, Niccolo da Monte Aguto came to see 
me, and told me I had passed through one of the most perilous 
storms in the world, and he never could have believed I should 
escape ; for he had seen my evil fate written with unfading ink. 
But now I was to think of getting well speedily; and then I 
must be out of this, for danger threatened me from a powerful 
quarter, and at the hands of a man who had the means of doing 
me hurt. Then, “Look out!” he said, adding, “What harm have 
you done to that scoundrel Ottaviano dc’ Medici?” I replied, 
I had never done him any harm, but that he had done me many 
an ill turn; and 1 told him all about the Mint affair. Then said 
he again, “Be off as speedily as you can; but be of good heart, 
for sooner than you think, you will see yourself revenged.” So 
I did my best to get well, and advised Pietro Pagolo in the 
matter of the stamping of the coins. Then I set off for Rome, 
without notice to the Duke or any one else. 

Ixxxviii. When I got back to Rome, I amused myself among 
my friends, and then began the Duke's medal. In a few days 
T had completed the head in steel, and it was tlic finest thing 
of the kind I had ever done. Now there came to see me, at least 
once a day, a certain Messer Francesco Soderini, a fool of a 
man. Seeing what 1 was working at, he kept on saying to me 
over and over again, “Ah! you heartless crcalure! Vou are 
bent then on immortalising that mad tyrant! And since you 
have never done anything so beautiful before, it is plain you 
are as much our determined enemy as you are their warm 
friend, though the Pope and the Duke have twice tried to hang 
you without cause. So much for the h'ather and the Son; look 
out for the Holy Ghost!” It was fully believed, I should 
say, that Duke Alessandro was Pope ('lement’s son. Moreover, 
Messer Francesco used to say, and firmly swear, that if he could, 
he would have stolen the dies for the medal. I answered that 
he had done well to tell me, and that I should take care he 
should never get a sight of them again. 

I sent word to Florence to ask Lorenzino to send me the 
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reverse of the medal. Niccold da Monte Aguto^ to whom I had 
written, answered me to the effect that he had asked that mad, 
melancholy philosopher Lorenzino for it, who had replied, that 
night or day he thought of nothing else, and that he would do 
it as soon as ever he could. Yet, said he, I was not to depend 
upon his reverse, but to invent one for myself; and as soon as 
I had finished it, bring it boldly to the Duke, and it would be a 
good thing for me. So I drew what seemed a fitting design, and 
put my best energy into the work; but as I was not yet set up 
after my terrible illness, I often amused myself out shooting 
with my dear Felice. He, by the way, knew nothing of my 
craft, but as we were always together, night and day, every 
one supposed him to be a most skilled artist. So as he was a 
pleasant-tempered fellow, many a time we laughed about the 
great reputation he had won. Now his name was Felice Guadagni 
[Gain]; so he used to joke with me, saying, “I should be called 
Felice Guadagni-poco [Gain-little], if you hadn’t got me such 
credit that I can call myself Guadagni-assai [Gain-much].” 
But I told him there were two ways of earning: by the first, 
one gains for one’s self; by the second, for others; and then 
I praised the second method much more than the first — seeing 
he had won back for me my life. 

We had many and many a talk together, but there was one 
day in particular — in Epiphany it was — when we were near 
La Magliana, and evening was coming on. That day a good 
many wild ducks and geese had fallen to my gun. When I had 
made up my mind to shoot no more, we turned our faces 
towards Rome. I called my dog Barucco, but not seeing him 
in front of me, I .turned and spied the well-trained creature 
watching certain geese that were huddled in a ditch. So I got 
down at once, loaded my little gun, and at a long range brought 
down two with one ball. I never used to shoot with more; and 
even when I shot at two hundred cubits, I mostly hit my mark 
— and this can’t be done in any other way. Of my two geese, 
one was almost dead, and the other was wounded and struggling 
to fly. My dog went for the first and fetched it back to me; 
while, seeing the other plunge right into the ditch, I jumped 
down after it. Trusting to my b^ts, which were very high, I 
thrust out one foot and it stuck in the mud. Thus, though 
I caught the goose, my right boot was full of water. lifting 
it up, I emptied the water, and then mounting, we hurried on 
to Rome. But the cold was extreme, and 1 felt my leg freezing; 
so I said to Felice, Something must be done for my feg; T 
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cannot bear it any longer.” Without another word, the good 
Felice got down from his horse, and gathered thistles and twigs 
to light a fire. But while I waited, I had thrust my hands among 
the breast-feathers of the geese, and it was very warm there. 
So I did not let him kindle the fire, but stuffed my boot with 
goose's feathers, and all at once I felt such comfort that my life 
came back to me. 

Ixxxix. Mounting again, we rode in hot haste towards Rome. 
It was night by the time we reached a certain rising ground. 
There, looking towards Florence, we both of us with one accord 
cried out in wonder, “O God of Heaven! what marvel is this 
that we sec above Florence?” It looked like a great beam of 
fire, which radiated a glorious liglit. I said to Felice, “For 
certain, we shall hear to-morrow that some great event has 
come to pass in Florence.” When we got back to Rome it was 
pitch dark, and as we reached the neighbourhood of the Banks, 
near our own house, my little horse was ambling on at a great 
pace. Now that very day they had piled up a heap of plaster 
and broken tiles in the middle of the street, and neither my 
horse nor I saw it. j tt ri.shed upon it furiously, and coming down 
on the other side, he fell, his head between his legs; and if I got 
no hurt, it was truly by God's help. Out came all the neighbours’ 
lights at the great noise; but I rose quickly to my feet, and 
without mounting again I ran home, laughing heartily at having 
so barely escaped breaking my neck. On reaching my house, 
I found some friends of mine, and while we were having supper, 
I told them of all the accidents of the chase, and of that devilry 
in the sky — the beam of fire we had seen. Some of them said, 
“What meaning shall to-morrow give to this? ” And I answered, 
“This marvel means some great event that has taken place in 
Horence.” And so supper passed by pleasantly. Next day, 
late, came the news of the death of Duke Alessandro. So, many 
of my acquaintances came to me and said, “You spoke the 
truth, that in Florence some great event had happened.” And 
then came Messer F'rancesco Soderini, jogging along on his old 
mule, laughing all the way like a fool, and saying, “ This is the 
reverse of that rascally tyrant's medal, which your Lorenzino 
de’ Medici promised you,” adding, “You would immortalise 
dukes for us, would you? We'll have no more dukes”; and then 
he mocked at me, as if I had been heiid of the faction that 
makes the dukes. Then in came a certain Baccio Bettini, whose 
ugly head was as big as a corl)el, and he, too, railed at me about 
dukes, saying, “We've unduked them. We’ll have no more 
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dukes! And you who would make them immortal for us!” 
and other wearisome jokes of the kind. This was too much for 
me in the end, and I burst out, “0 you fools! I am a poor gold- 
smith, and I serve him who pays me; yet you rail at me as if 
I were the head of a party. Nevertheless, I won^t cast up to you 
the greed, the folly, the cowardice of men like you in the past. 
But in answer to your foolish laughter, I tell you plainly that, 
before two or three days have gone by, you shall have another 
duke, and may be a much worse one than the last.” Next day 
Bettini came to my shop and said, “ What is the good of spend- 
ing money on couriers, for you know things before they come 
to pass? What spirit tells them to you?” And he told me that 
Cosimo de* Medici, son of Lord Giovanni, was made Duke; but 
he was bound by certain conditions, so that he could not cut 
capers just as he liked. Then I began to laugh at tliis, saying, 
“Those Florentines have mounted a young man on a splendid 
horse; they have given him spurs, put the reins freely in his 
hand, set him out in a magnificent field full of flowers and fruits 
and all kinds of delicious things; then they tell him he must not 
pass certain prescribed boundaries. Now, tell me, who is he that 
can hold him in, once he has a mind to pass them? Laws 
cannot be enforced on the law’s master.” So they left me alone, 
and didn’t trouble me any more. 

xc. Then I gave my attention to my shop, and went on with 
my business, which was not, however, of great importance at 
the time, for I was. taking good care of my health, as it did 
not seem quite assured after the serious illness through which 
I had passed. 

Meanwhile the Emperor had come back victorious after his 
Tunis expedition; and the Pope sent for me to ask my advice 
concerning a suitable gift for his Majesty. Whereupon I said 
that, in my opinion, the most fitting gift would be a golden 
crucifix, for w'hich I had almost completed an ornament: this 
would be just the right thing, and would do infinite credit to his 
Holiness and to me. I had already made three little golden 
figures in the round, of the length of a palm. Indeed, these 
were the Faith, Hope, and Charity I had designed for Pope 
Clement’s chalice. Then I arided in wax what was still needed 
for the foot of the cross, and when I took it to the Pope, with 
the Christ in wax, and a great many beautiful accessories, he 
was greatly pleased. Before I parted from liis Holiness, we had 
come to an understanding on all that was to be done, and 
estimated the cost of the work. 
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This was one evening at four hours after sun-down, and the 
Pope ordered Messer Latino Juvenale to provide me with the 
money next morning. It pleased this Messer Latino, who had a 
great vein of foolishness in him, to suggest a new design to the 
Pope, wliich he made out of his own head. This upset all our 
arrangements; and in the morning, when I went for the money, 
he said with his brutal impudence, “It is for us to invent; for 
you to execute. Before I left the Pope last evening, we thought 
of something far better.” But I cut into his v/ords with, “ Neither 
you nor the Pope could think of anything better than a design 
where Christ comes in. So out with all your courtier's tom- 
fooleries. I don't care a hang!” Without another word he left 
me in a rage, and did his best to have the work given to another 
goldsmith. But the Pope would not have this; and sending for 
me in haste, he told me that I had given him good advice, but 
that they wished to make use of a little book of the Hours of 
the Virgin, in which there were wonderful miniatures. It had 
cost the Cardinal de' Medici more than two thousand crowns. 
This would be a very suitable gift to the Empress ; and for the 
Emperor the> wcuid afterwards make what I had designed, 
vvlucli in truth would be a present worthy of him. He only 
proposed this arrangement because there was little time; for 
the Emperor was expected in Rome in a month and half or so. 
For this book he wanted a cover made of solid gold, richly 
worked, and studded thickly with jewels, worth about six 
thousand crowns. So when I had received the materials, I set 
about the work, giving all my mind to it, and in a few days 
its beauty was so manifest, that the Pope marvelled, and 
heaped compliments on me. It was understood that the brute 
Juvenale should not come near me. 

When the work w^as nearly finished, the Emperor arrived. 
Many triumphal arches of wonderful s])lendour were raised in 
his honour; and he entered Rome with extraordinary pomp. 
But that I'll leave to others to describe, for T have no mind to 
speak save of what concerns myself. Immediately on his arrival, 
he presented the Pope with a diamond w'hich he had bought 
for twelve thousand crowns. His Holiness sent for me, and giving 
me this diamond, said I was to make a ring to his measure. 
But first he wished me to bring the hook just as it was. This 
I did, and he was greatly pleased. Then he consulted me as to 
what excuse he could make to the Emperor for the work being 
incomplete. I suggested that a plausible excuse would be my 
illness, which his Majesty would be ready to believe, seeing 
K 
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me so worn and wan. To this the Pope answered that that would 
do very well ; but that I was to add, from him, when I presented 
the book, that I made him a present of myself as well. Then 
he told me how I was to comport myself, and what words I 
should say. I repeated these words to him, asking him if he 
would be satisfied, did I say them so. “You could not do better,” 
he replied, “if you have the courage to speak to the Emperor 
as you do to me.” Then I answered that I should have far 
greater courage in speaking to the Emperor, seeing that he was 
clad like me, and that it would seem as if I were addressing a 
man made like myself; which was not the case when I spoke 
to his Holiness, in whom I saw a far greater divinity, partly 
because of his ecclesiastical trappings, which were as a kind of 
halo about him, and partly because of the fine venerable 
appearance of his Holiness. Both these things bred greater awe 
in me than did any Emperor. To this the Pope replied, “Go, 
Benvenuto mine, you are a very clever man. Do us credit, 
and it will be well for you.” 

xci. The Pope had two Turkish horses, which had belonged 
to Pope Clement, the finest that ever were seen in Christendom. 
He ordered Messer Durante, his chamberlain, to lead them 
through the corridors of the palace, and then present them to 
the Emperor, with a little speech which he had composed for 
him. Down we went together, and came into the presence. The 
two horses entered, and made their way through the apartments 
so spiritedly and with such majesty, that the Emperor and every 
one marvelled. Then Messer Durante stepped out mogt awk- 
wardly, and knotting up his tongue in his mouth, muttered 
something in his Brescian dialect; and never was an 3 ^hing 
clumsier seen or heard. Even the Emperor could not quite keep 
from .laughing. Meanwhile, I had already uncovered my work, 
and noticing that his Majesty had turned his eyes graciously 
on me, I stepped forward at once, and said: “Sacred Majesty, 
our most holy Pope Paul sends this book of the Madonna as 
a gift to you. The writing and the miniatures are the work of a 
master most famous in his art, and this rich cover of gold and 
jewels is thus incomplete, as you see, by reason of my indis- 
position. Therefore, his Holiness presents me to you along with 
the book, that I may finish it near your Majesty’s person. More- 
over, whatever your Majesty has a mind to have done, in that 
will I serve you while 1 live.” To this the Emperor answered: 
‘‘The book is pleasing to me, and so are you. But I wish you 
to finish it for me in Rome. And when it is finished, and you 
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are recovered, bring it to me yourself.” Afterwards in talking 
with me, he called me by my name, at which I wondered, for 
my name had come into nothing that liad been said. But he 
told me he had seen the button of Pope Clementes cope, on which 
I had fashioned such wonderful designs. And so our conversa- 
tion stretched out to a whole half-hour; and we talked agreeably 
on many different tilings concerning art. Then when I thought 
I had gone through the affair with much greater honour than 
I had looked for, a pause in the conversation gave me a chance 
to take my leave. The Emperor was heard to say, “Give five 
hundred crowns to Benvenuto.” The man who fetched them 
asked on his return who was the Pope’s man who had spoken 
to the Emperor. Then out stepped Messer Durante, and stole 
away my five hundred crowns. I went and complained to the 
Pope, who told me not to fear, for he knew everytliing, and 
how well I had conducted myself and spoken in the presence 
of the Emperor; and that assuredly I should have my share 
of the money. 

xdi. Returrme to my shop, I gave aU my mind to finishing 
the diamond ring. About this business there came to me four 
of the first jewellers in Rome. The Pope had heard that the 
diamond had been set by the hand of the most famous jeweller 
in the world, a Venetian called Miliano Targhetta. Now as the 
stone was somewhat thin, it was too difficult a matter to set 
about without much consultation. I had a high opinion of those 
jewellers, though among them wjis a Milanese called Gaio, the 
most conceited beast in the world, who knew less than any of 
the others, and thought he knew most of all. The rest were 
v^ery modest and capable men. Messer Gaio before them all 
began to speak thus: “Preserve Miliano’s tint; and take off 
your hat to it, J3envenuto; for as tinting a diamond is the mo'it 
beautiful and most difficult process in the jeweller’s art, so 
Miliano is the greatest jeweller that ever lived, and tliis is the 
most difficult of diamonds.” Then I answered that it would be 
all the more honour for me to compete with so first-rate a master ; 
and turning to the others, I said, “Look, I am presemng 
Miliano’s tint; and I am going to try if I camot better it by 
my own invention. If not, we shall tint it again with this same. 
Then that fool Gaio said if I did it like that, he would gladly 
take off his hat to it; and I replied, “Then if I do it better, 
two reverences are its due.” “That’s so,” he answered; and 
I began to make up my tints. 

With the greatest diligence I set about the work, the method 



142 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

of which I shall explain in its own place. Without a doubt^ this 
diamond was more difficult to treat than any other I have met 
with before or after; and that tint of Miliano’s was made with 
very great art. However, I had no fear, and giving my very 
best brains to it, I produced what not merely equalled, but 
was far better than the other. Then seeing I had surpassed my 
rival, I now strove to surpass myself, and made a tint by new 
methods, which was ever so much finer than my first attempts. 
So I sent for the jewellers, and first tinted the diamond with 
Miliano’s tint; then after cleaning it, I retinted it with my own. 
When I hs^ shown it to the jewellers, one of the principal of 
them, whose name was Raffaello del Moro, took the diamond 
in his hand, and said to Gaio, “Benvenuto has surpassed the 
tint of Miliano.” Gaio, who was unwilling to believe this, also 
took up the stone and said, “ Benvenuto, this diamond is worth 
two thousand ducats more than it was with Miliano’s tint.’’ 
Then I answered, “Since I have beaten Miliano, let us now see 
if I can beat myself”; and I begged them to wait a little. 
So I went up to a little cupboard, where, out of their sight, 
I retinted the diamond, and then brought it back to them. 
Gaio cried out, “This is the most wonderful thing I have ever 
seen in all the days of my life, for now this diamond is worth 
eighteen thousand crowns, while we estimated it at hardly 
twelve!” The other jewellers, turning to Gaio, said, “Benvenuto 
is the glory of our art, and before his tints we must duly bare 
our heads.” Then Gaio. went on, “I want to go and tell the 
Pope; and I am determined he shall have a thousand golden 
crowns for setting the diamond.” So he ran to his Holiness 
and told him all; and (he Pope sent three times that day to ask 
if the ring was finished. An hour before nightfall I took it to 
him ; and as the door was never closed to me, I lifted the portiere 
discreetly, and saw the Pope with the Marquis of Guasto, who 
was trying to force him to do something he didn’t want to do, 
for I heard his Holiness answer, “ I say no. My part is to be 
neutral, and nothing else.” As I was quickly withdrawing, liis 
Holiness called me, whereupon I returned at once with the fine 
diamond in my hand. He took me aside, and the Marquis drew 
back. While the Pope was looking at the diamond he said to 
me, “Benvenuto, start a conversation with me as if it were 
something important, and don’t stop while the Marquis stays in 
the room.” Then he began walking about. I was quite pleased, 
for the thing was all to my good, and I described how I had 
contrived to tint the diamond. Meanwhile, as I have said, tlie 
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Marquis stood apart frpm us, leaning against a tapestry hanging 
on the wall, now twisting about on one foot and now on the 
other. The subject of our conversation was so important, and 
needed so much explanation, that we might have talked of it 
for three whole hours; and the Pope was so much interested 
that he never thought how weary the Marquis must be standing 
there. In my conversation I had mingled such philosophy as 
belongs to my profession, so that my dissertation went on for 
nearly an hour. Then the Marquis, tired to death, got in a rage 
and went out. The Pope was more affectionate than you can 
imagine, and said, “Wait, my Benvenuto, for I have a better 
reward in store for your merit than the thousand crowns which 
Gaio told me your labour was worth.” Then I departed, and 
the Pope sang my praises before his courtiers, among whom was 
Latino Juvenale, of whom I have already spoken. Now he, who 
had become my enemy, tried zealously to do me a mischief; 
but seeing that his Holiness spoke of me with so much affection 
and so forcibly, he said, “Benvenuto is a man of wonderful 
talents; not a doubt of it. But every man is naturally bound 
to love his own country more than that of others. Still we 
should consider carefully how it behoves us to speak of a Pope. 
He has been heard to say that Pope Clement had the finest 
person of any prince that ever lived, and was extraordinarily 
gifted, but that he had no luck; while he says of your Holiness 
just the opposite, and that you're a sad sight with the tiara 
on your head; that you look like a dressed-up bundle of straw, 
and that your good luck is really all you can boast of.” These 
words were of such weight, out of the mouth of him who knew 
exactly how to say them with effect, that the Pope believed 
them. Not only had I never said them, but I had never thought 
of saying them. If the Pope could have found any pretext, he 
would have done me a very ill turn; but, like the clever man he 
was, he pretended to laugh at the thing. Nevertheless, he nursed 
such a deep hatred for me sis cannot be told, and I began to be 
aware of it when I had no longer the same free entrance to him 
as before, and indeed could only see him w^ith the greatest 
difficulty. As I had a long acquaintance with the papal court, 
I guessed some one had done me an ill turn, and, searching 
prudently into the thing, I learned all that had been said, but 
not the name of him who slandered me. Nor could I think 
who he might be. Had I only known, I shouldn’t have measured 
my revenge too nicely. 

xciii. Meanwhile I was finishing my little book, and when it 
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was done I took it to the Pope, who, in truth, couldn’t keep 
from praising it highly. So I asked him to send me with it as he 
had promised. He answered that he would do his duty in the 
matter, and that my part was completed. Then he ordered that I 
should be well paid. For these works, which had taken me rather 
more than two months, I got five hundred crowns. For the 
diamond I got one hundred and fifty crowns — ^no more; all the 
rest was for the work on the little book, which yet was worth 
more than a thousand, for it was richly ornamented with figures 
and foliage, with enamelling and jewels. I took what I could get, 
and made up my mind to leave Rome there and then. Mean- 
while the Pope sent my little book to the Emperor by one of his 
nephews called Signor Sforza. When he had presented the gift, 
the Emperor was much pleased, and immediately asked for me. 
Young Signor Sforza, who knew his lesson, said I had not come 
because I was ill. Everything was reported to me. 

In the meantime I was making preparations for going to 
France, and I meant to go alone; but a young fellow who lived 
with me, called Ascanio, prevented that. This youth was of very 
tender years, and was the most admirable servant in the world. 
I took liim from a former master of his, called Francesco, a 
Spanish goldsmith. I did not wish to take the boy, being anxious 
to avoid a quarrel with the Spaniard, so I said to Ascanio, ‘‘You 
had better not come to me, lest I anger your master.” But he 
managed to persuade Francesco to write me a letter saying I 
was at liberty to engage him. Now he had been with me a 
good many months. When he left his former service he wajKhin 
and wan, and we called him. therefore, II Vecchino (the little 
old man); and indeed, I thought he was such, partly because 
he served me so well, and partly because he was so knowing 
that it did not seem natural he should be as clever as that at 
thirteen years old, as he said he was. But now to return to my 
story. In a few months his health was restored; he put on flesh, 
and became the handsomest boy in Rome. And since he was an 
excellent servant, as I liave said, and wonderfully quick at 
learning our art, I felt like a father to him, and clothed him as 
if he had been my own cluld. When he saw himself in such 
good condition, he thought he had been lucky in having fallen 
into my hands; and he would often go and thank his master, 
who had been the means of it. Now this man had a beautiful 
young wife, and she said to the lad, “Surgetto” (so they called 
him when he stayed with them), “what have you done to g^-ow 
so beautiful?” And Ascanio replied, “Madonna Francesca, it 
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is my master who has made me so handsome, and so much 
better, too.” The little spiteful thing took it very ill that 
Ascanio said this; and as she had the name of not being a 
modest lady, she managed to show the lad more attention than 
was honest. So I noticed that he used to go to see his mistress 
much of toner than he had been wont. Now one day he gave a 
cruel beating to one of the little shop-boys. As soon as I came 
back from an outing, the child complained to me with many 
tears that Ascanio had beaten liim for no reason at all. Where- 
upon I said to Ascanio, “With reason, or without, never lay 
your hand on any of my household again, or you’ll feel the 
weight of mine.” He spoke back to me; whereupon I set on him, 
and with hands and feet gave him the soundest thrashing he 
ever had in his life. As soon as he cs(:aped from my hands he 
ran out, without cloak or cap, and for two days I did not know 
in the least where he was — nor did I take any steps to find him. 
At the end of that time a Spanish gentleman, called Don Diego, 
came to speak to me. He was the most liberal man I have ever 
known in the wc'-M T had done, and was now df>ing .some work 
for him, so that ne was a great friend of mine. He tokl me 
Ascanio had gone back to his old master, and if I thought 
good, he begged me to send him the cap and cloak which I had 
giN’cn him. To this I answered that Francesco had done ill, 
and that he had behaved like a boor ; for if he had told me, as 
soon as Ascanio had gone to him, that the boy was in his house, 
I should very willingly have allowed him to stop there. But he 
had kept him two days before lotting me know it, and I there- 
fore refused to let the boy remain. So let him look out I did not 
catch the lad in his house, I said. Don Diego handed on this 
message, and Fraru'esco only made fun of it. Next morning 
T saw Ascanio w^orking at some trashy things in wire by his 
master’s .^ide. On my passing, AscJinio did me reverence, but 
Francesco all but laughed in my face. Yet through Don Diego 
he sent once more to beg me to be good enough to send Ascanio 
the clothes I had given him. If not, it did not matter, for 
Ascanio should not want for clothes. Wlien I had listened to 
his message, T turned to Don Diego and said, “Signor Don 
Diego, in "all your dealings with me you have proved yourself 
the^niost liberal anil the honestest man of my acquaintance; 
but this Francesco is just the opposite ; he is a faithless scoundrel. 
Tell him from me, that if before vespers he has not brought back 
Ascanio to my shop liimself, I will certainly be the death of 
him; and tell Ascanio that if he does not get out of the place 
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by that time, I will do little less to him.” Don Diego made rae 
no answer^ but went and put such a terror on Francesco that he 
did not know what to do. Meanwhile Ascanio had gone in 
search of his father, who had come to Rome from Tagliacozzo, 
of which place he was a native. When he heard of the trouble, 
he also advised Francesco to bring back Ascanio to me. So 
Francesco said to the lad, ”Go without me; your father shall 
accompany you.” But Don Diego answered, “ Francesco, I see 
some great trouble in front of us. You know what Benvenuto 
is better than I. Take the boy back without fail, and I will 
come with you.” I Imd made my preparations, and was pacing 
up and down the shop, waiting for vespers to ring, and all 
ready to perpetrate one of the most terrible deeds of my life. 
Just then in came Don Diego, Francesco, Ascanio, and his 
father, whom I did not know. When Ascanio entered, I looked 
at them with a wrathful eye, while Francesco, pale as death, 
said, “See, I have brought Ascanio back to you. In keeping him 
I did not mean to offend you.” And Ascanio said respectfully, 
“My master, forgive me. I am here to do whatever you bid 
me.” Then I said, “Have you come to complete the time for 
which you bound yourself?” He said, “Yes,” and that he never 
wished to go away again. Then I told the little shop-boy whom 
he had beaten to bring the bundle of clothes, and 1 said to liim, 
“There are all the clothes I gave you. Take them and your 
liberty too, and go whithersoever you will.” Don Diego was 
astonished, for he expected anything but this. But Ascanio 
and his father, too, begged me to pardon him and take* him 
back. When I asked who it was who spoke for him, he told me 
it was his father; to whom I said, after many entreaties, “Be- 
cause you are his father, I will take him back for your sake.” 

xciv. Now I had made up my mind, as I said a little time 
ago, to set out for France. For I saw that the Pope had not so 
great a conceit of me as before evil tongues had fouled the fame 
of my good service; and I feared lest they who could do this, 
might do me a worse turn. So I was determined to seek another 
country and better luck; and I was desirous of setting out with- 
out any one’s leave, and alone. The evening before my start 
I told my faithful Felice to make use of my property till I 
came back, and, if I never returned, everything was to be his. 
1 had a Perugian apprentice who had helped me to finish the 
Pope’s commissions, and him I now paid off. But he begged me 
to let him come along with me, and said he would pay hiis oWn 
way; also if I should stop to work for the King of France, it 
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would be better for me to have my own Italians about me, 
and especially such as I knew could be of service to me. He 
knew how to use such persuasion that I consented to take him 
with me on the terms he had suggested. Then Ascanio, who 
was by during this discussion, said to me almost in tears, “ When 
you took me back, I said I should stay with you for life, and 
I would fain do so.** But I told him I would not have him with 
me for anything in the world. Thereupon the poor lad made 
his preparations to come after me on foot; and seeing his deter- 
mination, I hired an extra horse for him, put one of my small 
vab’ses on the crupper, and burdened myself with much more 
superfluous stuff than I had intended. 

Leaving Rome, I travelled on to Florence, from Florence to 
Bologna, from Bologna to Venice, and from Venice to Padua, 
where I left my inn for the house of my dear friend, Alessandro 
del Bene. Next day I went to kiss the hand of Messer Pietro 
Bembo, who was not yet cardinal. Messer Pietro gave me as 
warm a welcome as ever man received. Then, turning to Ales- 
sandro, he said,'‘‘T want Benvenuto to stay here with all his 
company, though they be a hundred. So make up your mind, 
if you want Benvenuto, to be also my guest, for 1 will not give 
him up to you.** And so I remained, and was well entertained 
by that most distinguished gentleman. He had prepared a room 
for me which would have done too much honour to a cardinal, 
and he would always have me sit at his table. Gradually he 
began to insinuate, with great modesty, that I might do his 
portrait. I desired nothing better in the world. So 1 mixed some 
clean fine white plaster of Paris in a box, and began. The first 
day I worked two hours on end, and sketched his fine head 
with such grace that his lordship was astounded. It must be 
said that though he was eminent in letters, and in the highest 
rank of poets, yet of my art he understood nothing at all. So 
he thought I had finished when I had hardly begun, and I could 
not make him see that it wanted a great deal of time to do the 
thing well. However, I made up my mind to do my best and give 
it all the time it deserved; but as he wore a short beard, in the 
Venetian fashion, I had a deal of trouble to model the head so 
that it satisfied me. Still I did finish it, and I thought I had 
never done so fine a thing, judged from the point of Niew of my 
art. But he was dismayed, for he had thought, as I had done the 
first rough model in two hours, I should cast it in ten ; and now 
he saw that I had not completed the wax in two hundred hours, 
and I was asking leave to go off to France. This distressed him 
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greatly; and he entreated me first to do him a reverse for the 
medal at least, the design to be a Pegasus within a myrtle 
wreath. I did it in about three hours, and put my most elegant 
work into it. He was much pleased, but he said, ‘^This horse 
seems to me ten times more difficult to do than the little head 
over which you slaved so long. I do not understand why it was 
so hard to do.” But he kept on begging me to carry it out in 
steel, saying, “ I entreat you as a great favour. You can do it 
quickly, if you have a mind to.” I said I was not willing to 
do it at thr moment; but in whatever place I stopped to work 
I should finish it without fail. 

Before this discussion was settled, I went to bargain for three 
horses to take me into France, and Messer Bembo kept a private 
watch on me, for his word was law in Padua. So when I wished 
to pay for the horses, having agreed to give fifty ducats for 
them, the owner said, “Illustrious master, I make you a present 
of the three horses.” To this I answered, “This gift is not from 
you, and from the giver I will not accept it, for I have not been 
able to give him any of my work.” The good man told me that 
if T did not take these horses, I should find no others in Padua, 
and should therefore be obliged to go on foot. Hearing this, 
I went back to the magnificent Messer Pietro, who pretended 
to know nothing of the matter. He only heaped kindness upon 
me, and begged me to stop in Padua. T was unwilling to consent, 
having fully made up my mind to go; so I was forced to accept 
the three horses, and with them I set off on my travels. 

xcv. I took the road through the Orisons, for none wf the 
others were safe on account of the war, and crossed the Albula 
and Bernina mountains. It was the 8th of May, but a great 
deal of snow lay on them still, and it was at the greatest peril 
of our lives we traversed these two mountain passes. On the 
other side we stopped at a place which, if I rememl)er rightly, 
is called Wallenstadt, and here we put up. That niglit there 
arrived a Florentine courier called Busbacca. I had heard him 
spoken of as a man of credit, and capable in his profession, and 
did not know he had fallen into disrepute by his rascally deeds. 
When he saw me at the inn, he called me by my name, told me 
he was going on important busines.s to Lyons, and begged me 
to be kind enough to lend him money for the journey. I told 
him I had no money to lend him, but if he liked to come with 
me, I would pay his way to Lyons. The rascal shed tears and 
cajoled me very cleverly, saying, “When it is a question of 
public importap^'^, and a poor courier is in want of money) a 
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man like you is bound to help him.” Besides^ he said^ he was 
carrying things of the utmost consequence from Messer Filippo 
Strozzi. Now he had with him a leather case, and he whispered 
in my ear that in it was a silver beaker containing jewels to the 
value of many thousand ducats, besides the important letters 
from Messer Filippo Strozzi. Whereupon I said to him to let me 
hide the jewels on his person, which would be less dangerous 
than carrying them in that beaker, which he might hand over 
to me. It might be worth about ten crowns, I thought; but 
I would give him five-and-twenty on it. At this the courier said 
he would come along with me, since he could not do better. 
To give up the cup would be to his discredit. 

So it was arranged; and setting off next morning, we came to 
a lake between Wallenstadt and Wesen. This lake is fifteen miles 
long, with Wesen at one end of it. When I saw the boats on the 
water, I was frightened, for they were made of pine trunks, not 
very large, and by no means solid, and neither nailed together 
nor tarred. And I had never ventured to embark on one, if I 
had not seen four German gentlemen with their four horses 
get into just such aaoilier. Indeed I would sooner have turned 
back; but I thought to myself, seeing their stupid indifference, 
these German waters do not drown you as do ours in Italy. 
But my two young lads said to me, “ Benvenuto, it is a perilous 
thing for us to get into this boat with four horses.'' “Don’t 
you see,” I replied, “you cowards, that those four gentlemen 
have done the like before us, and that they are going off 
laugliing? If it were wine, I should say it was for the pleasure of 
boozing; but since it is water, I know they do not want to be 
swallowed up in it any more than we do.” The lake was fifteen 
miles long and about three wide. On one side was a very high 
mountain seamed with cavernous precipices, on the other a 
green plain. When we had gone about four miles a storm came 
up, and the rowers asked us to help wth the oars. I signed to 
them to put us out on the farther bank, but they said it was 
not possible, for there was not water enough, and there w^ere 
sand-banks which would wreck the boat and drown us all. 
Then again they begged us to assist them, and each man called 
to the other for help. Seeing them in this desperate condition, 
I put the bridle on the neck of my horse, a very clever animal, 
and took hold of the halter with my left hand. The creature, 
which had the intelligence of lus kind, understood my meaning 
when I turned its face towards the fresh grass, namely, that 
he should swim and drag me along with him. Just then so huge 
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a wave came up that our boat was under water. “Have mercy> 
my father!” called Ascanio; “help me!” He was just throwing 
himself upon me, when I put my hand to my dagger, and told 
them all they were to do as I had taught them, for the horses 
would save their lives, and I hoped to escape, too, by the same 
means. Then I told Ascanio that if he threw himself upon me 
again I should kill him. So we went on for several miles through 
this mortal peril. 

xcvi. When we had reached the middle of the lake, we found 
a bit of flat land where we could rest. And there I saw the four 
German gentlemen had landed. When we wished to do the 
same, the boatmen insisted we should do nothing of the kind. 
So I said to my lads, “Now is the time to show what we are 
made of. Out with your swords, and force them to land us!” 
This we did with great difficulty, for they resisted all they could. 
When we were on land we had to climb for two miles up that 
mountain, which was harder than scaling a ladder. I was clad 
in mail, with big boots; I had a gun in my hand, and God was 
raining down on us all the rain in heaven. Those devils of Ger- 
mans, leading their little horses by the bridle, did wonders, 
while our beasts were useless at the thing, and we nearly died 
of the effort to make them climb the stiff mountain side. When 
we had got up some way, Ascanio’s horse, a capital Hungarian 
mount, slipped in one of the bad places. Ascanio was a little in 
front of Busbacca, the courier, and he had given him his lance 
to carry. The horse went staggering back, unable to keep his 
feet, so that he fell on the lance which that rascal of a ceurier 
was carrying, and who had not the sense to keep it out of the 
creature’s way. It went right through its neck. Another young 
fellow was coming to his help, but his horse also, a black one, 
slid down towards the lake. It got a hold for a moment on a 
bush, which, however, was but too yielding. Now the creature 
was laden with a pair of saddle-bags, in which was all my money 
and everything I had of value. I shouted to the lad to look out 
for himself and let the horse go to the devil. There was a fall 
of a mile down to where the mountain ran steep into the lake. 
Just under this place our boatmen were stationed, so that if 
the horse fell, it would be right on the top of them. I, in front, 
and the rest behind me, sto(^ waiting the fall, for it seemed as 
if it were going to certain perdition. But as we stood there, 
I cried to the lads, “Don’t trouble about anything! Let us save 
ourselves, and thank God for all! For me, I am only sorry for 
that poor Busbacca, who tied his cup and his jewels, to the 
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value of several thousand ducats, to that horse’s saddle-bow, 
thinking it would be safer so. I h^ but a few hundred crowns, 
and I fear nothing in the world, so I be in tlie care of God.” 
Here Busbacca said, “ I am not troubling about my loss, but a 
great deal about yours.” So I asked him, “Why are you con- 
cerned about my Uttle, and not about all your own property? ” 
Then Busbacca answered, “In God’s name I will tell you, for 
in such circumstances and straits as ours we must tell the 
truth. I know that yours are crowns, and real crowns, but my 
goblet case, in which I said there were all those jewels, is filled 
with caviare.” Hearing this, I could not help laughing, and my 
young fellows laughed also. But he wept. Meanwhile the horse 
righted itself when we thought it was all over with it. So, 
laughing, we pulled ourselves together again, and set forward 
up the mountain path. The four German gentlemen, who had 
got to the tof of this steep mountain l)efore us, sent back some 
men to help us, so that we reached the camping-place in the 
outer wild. We arrived there wet, weary, and dying of hunger; 
but we were inost kindly received, and we dried ourselves, 
rested, and sau^fh a our hunger, while our horse's wounds were 
dressed with certain herbs. They showed us what kind of herb 
to use. The hedges were full of it, and they told us that if we 
kept it continually on the sore, the creature would not only 
get better, but would serve us as if no harm had ever come to 
it. And we did this. Having thanked the gentlemen, and being 
much restored, we left the place and continued our journey, 
thanking God, who liad saved us from such great dangers. 

xcvii. We reached a place beyond Wesen, w^here we rested 
for the night. Here at every hour the whole night through we 
heard a watchman singing most plciisantly. As all the houses 
of the town are built of pine wood, the watchman’s only words 
were a warning against fire. Every time the watchman sang, 
Busbacca, whom the past day’s happenings had somewhat un- 
nerved, cried out in his sleep, “Alas, my God, I am drowning!” 
This was partly due to yesterday’s fright, and partly because 
he had got drunk in the evening; for he would sit drinking with 
all the Germans there. So sometimes he called out “I am on 
fire,” and sometimes “I am drowning”; and again he thought 
he was enduring the agonies of hell, with the caviare round 
his neck. 

We spent the evening so agreeably that all our hardships w'ere 
turned to food for jests. In the morning we rose to a most lovely 
day, and went to dine at a gay little township called Lachen, 
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There we were splendidly entertained^ and afterwards hired 
guides who were on their way back to the town of Zurich. Our 
guide walked along a dyke by the side of the lake, for it was the 
only road; and even the dyke was covered with water, so that 
the fool slipped, and his horse and he both went under water. 
I, who was just behind, stopped my horse and waited to see 
the brute get up. Then, as if nothing had happened, he Ixjgan 
singing again, and signed to me to come on. I dashed off to the 
right, breaking through some hedges, and leading my lads and 
Busbacca after me. The guide shouted out in German that if 
the people about were to see me, they would murder me. But 
we pressed on and escaped that other storm, and arrived at 
Zurich, a marvellous city, which shines like a little jewel. Here 
we rested a whole day and night, and next morning betimes we 
were off, and came to another fine city called Solothurn. From 
this we went on to Lausanne, from Lausanne ta Geneva, and 
from Geneva to Lyons, singing and laughing all the way. At 
Lyons I rested four days, and enjoyed myself very much with 
some friends of mine. Here also I was paid for what Busbacca 
had cost me. Then at the end of the time I took the road to 
Paris. It was a pleasant journey, save that when we reached 
La Palice, a band of brigands did their best to murder us, and 
it was not without some courage on our part that we got out of 
their hands. Thence we went forward to Paris without the least 
trouble in the world. Singing and laughing all the way, we 
reached our goal in safety. 

xcviii. Having rested for some time in Paris, I wenL.to seek 
Rosso, the painter, who was in the service of the King. Now 
I looked on Rosso as the best friend I had in the world, for in 
Rome I had shown him the greatest kindness one man can show 
to another. These acts of kindness can be told in a few words; 
and I will not fail to tell them, just to show his brazen-faced 
ingratitude. When he was in Rome, he had let loose his evil 
tongue about the works of Raffael of Urbino, so that the pupils 
of that great man determined to murder him. From this I saved 
him by guarding him night and day at the greatest trouble to 
myself. Again, he had slandered Maestro Antonio da San Gallo, 
a most excellent architect, and who was thus the cause of his 
losing a commission wliich he himself had got for Rosso from 
Messer Agnolo da Cesi. Afterwards Antonio became so set 
against him that he would have brought him to the point of 
starvation, if I had not lent him many a little sum of ten 
crowns to keep him alive. I had not seen a penny of it ^nce, 
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and knowing he was in the service of the King, I went, as 
I have said, to visit him, not so much because I thought of 
his returning my money, but that I might be helped by his 
favours into the King*s service. 

When he saw me he got uneasy at once, and said, “Ben- 
venuto, you have spent too much on sudi a long journey, 
especially at a time when everybody's mind is full of war, and 
nobody has a thought for the trifling things of our profession." 
I told him I had brought as much money as would take me 
back again to Rome, in the same way I had now come to Paris; 
that this was not what I expected to get in exchange for all 
the trouble I had taken for him, and that now I began to 
believe what Maestro Antonio da San Gallo had told me about 
him. He w^anted to turn the thing off with a joke, when his 
villainy was brought home to him; but I showed him a letter 
of change for five and twenty crowns on Ricdardo del Bene. 
The rascal then was ashamed, and was for keeping me almost 
by force. But I laughed at him, and w'cnt off in the company 
of a painter wh.^ hpd been present at the interview. He w'as 
one Sguazzella, a Florentine, and 1 w'ent to lodge in his house, 
with three horses and three servants, at so much a w^eek. He 
entertained me very well, and I paid him still l^etter. 

Afterwards I sought an audience of the King, and was intro- 
duced to him by a certain Messer Giuliano Buonaccorti, liis 
treasurer. But tliis was after much delay; for though I did not 
know it. Rosso was working most zealously against my getting 
word with the King. When Messer Giuliano became aware of 
this, he took me at once to Fontainebleau, and brought me right 
into the presence of his Majesty, with w^hom 1 had a whole hour 
of most gracious audience. As he was then preparing to set out 
for Lyons, lie told Messer Giuliano to take me with him, and 
that by the way we should talk together of some fine pieces of 
work which he was thinking of ha\'ing carried out. So off I set 
with the court; and on the road became very intimate with the 
Cardinal of Ferrara, wlio, however, had not then the hat. Every 
evening I had long talks with him. and his lordship advised me 
to remain in Lyons, at an abbey of his in that city; and there 
I might enjoy my leisure till the King, who was going on to 
Grenoble, should come back from the war. At this abbey I 
should have everything put at ray di.sposal. 

As soon as we reached Lyons, I fell ill, and my young Ascanio 
had taken the quartan fever. By that time I was sick of the 
French and their court, and I longed to be back again in Rome. 

L 
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The Cardinal, seeing me so strongly indined to return, gave 
me money to make him a silver basin and ewer. So we set our 
faces homewards, mounted on excellent horses, and crossed 
the Simplon, in the company of certain Frenchmen for some 
part of the way. The quartan fever still hung about Ascanio; 
and I had a low fever, which seemed as if it was never going 
to leave me. My stomach was so disordered, that for four 
months I don’t believe I ate a whole loaf in the week. I was 
full of longing to go back to Italy; for there I was fain to die 
rather than in France. 

xdx. When we had crossed the Simplon, we came to a river 
near a place called Valdivedro. This river was very wide and 
deep, and across it ran a long narrow bridge without a railing. 
That morning a thick white frost lay on the ground; and when 
I came to the bridge in front of the others, I saw the place was 
very dangerous for riders, and so 1 ordered my apprentices and 
servants to get down and lead their horses by the bridle. Thus 
I crossed the bridge quite safely. By the way I fell into con- 
versation with one of the Frenchmen, who was of gentle birth. 
The other, who was a notary, had remained behind, and was 
making fun of the French gentleman and m>^elf, who, he 
declared, were frightened at nothing at all, since we had been 
at the pains of crossing on foot. At this I turned, and seeing him 
in the middle of the bridge, I begged him to come very cautiously, 
for he was in a very dangerous place. The man, like the true 
Frenchman that he was, cried out to me in his own tongue, 
that I was a poor-spirited fellow, and that there was no danger 
at all. Just as he said this, he pricked his spurs, and his horse 
slipped over the bridge, and fell feet uppermost, near a huge 
rock in the water. But God has oftentimes pity of fools; and 
both beasts, rider and horse, plunged into a great deep hole, 
where they disappeared. As soon as I saw this, I began running 
with the utmost speed, and with great difficulty climbed on the 
rock. Dangling myself over it, 1 caught the skirt of the man’s 
garment, and thus dragged him up from below the water. He 
had swallowed a great quantity, and in another moment would 
have been drowned. So seeing him out of danger, 1 congratu- 
lated him on my haring saved his life. VVffiereupon he answered 
me in French, saying that I had dono nothing at all ; that the 
things worth saving were his documents, which he valued at 
ever so many crowns; and angry enough did he seem Jis he 
stood there dripping and grumbling and muttering. I turn^ 
to the guides, and ordered them to help the beast, promising 
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tliat they should be paid. One of them set to the task very 
cleverly; and with great trouble to himself^ fished up the manu- 
scripts so that not one was lost. But the other guide would 
not take the least trouble in the matter. 

We had made up a purse, and I was the bursar: so as soon 
as we came to the place I have spoken of, and had dined, I gave 
some coins from the joint-purse to the guide who had helped 
to drag the man’s property from the water. But the notary 
said that I might pay him with my own money; for he did not 
mean to give him anything save what we had agreed on for his 
services. I retorted with vigorous abuse. Then came up the 
other guide, and demanded also to be paid. And when I said, 
“ He who bears the cross deserves the prize,” he answered that 
soon he would show me a cross which would be a weeping 
matter for me. And I replied that I would light a candle at that 
cross; and perhaps he would carry it, when he went to do 
penance in a white sheet. 

Now the place where we were is on the confines of Venetian 
and German lando^ and the rascal ran about among the people 
and brought them back, he at the head of them, with a great 
boar-spear in his hand. I mounted on my good horse, and 
lowering my gun, I cried to my company, “At my first shot he 
is a dead man; and you others do your duty; for these are high- 
waymen, and they are only making use of this little incident 
as a pretext to massacre us.” The host of the inn where we had 
dined called one of the head men, who was an old fellow, and 
begged him to put an end to the disturbance. “For,” said he, 
“tins is a most brave young man, and though you cut him in 
pieces, yet would he kill a great number of you; and, indeed, 
he is more likely to slip through your fingers after doing you a 
deal of mischief.” So the thing was calmed down, and the old 
chief said to me, “Go in peace. You would be all too few for 
us, even if you had a hundred men with you.” I knew he spoke 
the truth, and already I had given myself up for dead. But 
hearing no more insults cast at us, I shook my head, and 
said, “I would have done my uttermost to show I am alive 
and a man.” 

Then we went on our way. That evening at the first quarters 
we came to, we settled our accounts; and I took willing leave 
of the beastly French notary, parting on very friendly terms, 
however, with the other, who was a gentleman. Then, with 
only my own men and our horses, I came to Ferrara. 

As soon as I had dismounted, I went to the Duke’s court to 
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pay my respects to his Excellency, so that I might set out next 
morning towards Santa Maria da Loreto. I had waited till two 
hours after sundown, when at last the Duke appeared. I Idssed 
liis hands; he gave me a kind reception, and ordered water to 
be brought for my hands, as I was to sup with him. But I 
answered pleasantly, “Most Excellent Signor, it is now more 
than four months since I have eaten as much as you would think 
enough to keep body and soul together. Therefore, as I cannot 
enjoy the royal fare at your table, I shall remain and talk with 
you while your Excellency sups; and thus we shall have more 
pleasure than if I supped with you.” So we fell to talking, and 
at that we spent three hours; after which I look my leave. On 
returning to my inn, I found splendid entertainment ready; 
for the Duke had sent me food from his own table, with plenty 
of good wine. And as it was more than two hours beyond my 
supper hour, I ate with the greatest appetite; and it was the 
first time for more than four months I had been able to do so. 

c. Setting off in the morning, I went to Santa Maria da 
Loreto. Then, having said my prayers, I made my way on to 
Rome, where I found my dear faithful Felice. I left him the 
shop with all the furniture and other belongings, and opened 
another, much larger and more spacious, next door to Sugherello 
the perfumer, I felt sure the great King Francis would have 
no more remembrance of me; so I undertook many commissions 
for various noblemen, and at the same time I worked at the 
jug and basin which I had in hand for the Cardinal of Ferrara. 
I employed a great many workmen, and did a good business in 
gold and silver plate. Now I had bargained with my Perugian 
workman that he should write down all the moneys spent on 
his account, for clothes and various other things. With the 
expenses of the journey, it ('ame to about seventy crowns. We 
had agreed that he should pay three crowns a month; for he 
earned more than eight with me. At the end of two months the 
rascal ran off from my shop, leaving me burdened with business, 
and said that he would not pay me any more. So I was advised 
to get my rights by the way of the law. Now I had had it in my 
mind to chop off one of his arms; and assuredly I should have 
done it; but my friends thought it was not wise for me to do such 
a thing, seeing that I should lose my money, and perhaps Rome, 
too, once more; for blows are not dealt by rule. Besides, they 
said, by means of the written agreement I had in his hand, 
I could soon have him imprisoned. So I gave heed to their advice 
— though I should have Kked to have treated the business with 
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a freer hand. When the case actually came on before the auditor 
of the Camera^ I won it; and as a result of the judgment, which, 
however, was not given for several months, I had him put in 
prison. Meanwhile I was overburdened in the shop with my 
big orders, amongst others all the gold ornaments and jewels 
belonging to the wife of Signor Gierulimo Orsino, father of 
Signor Paolo, and son-in-law of our Duke Cosimo. When these 
things were nearly completed, other very important ones rained 
in. I had eight workmen, and 1 worked alongside them day 
and night, for honour and for profit. 

d. While I was thus conducting my business, a letter reached 
me, sent post haste from the Cardinal of Ferrara, which was 
to tliis effect: 

** Benvenuto, our dear friend, in these past days the great and 
most Christian King remembered yon, and said he would fain 
hmie you in his service. To this 1 answered, that you had given 
tne your promise that any time 1 sent for you on the King's service 
you would come a: Thereupon his Majesty said, * 1 desire 

that he should be provided with money to travel in a way befitting 
a man of his distinction.' And on the spot he ordered his Admird 
to advance me a thousand golden cro‘ams out of the royal Treasury. 
The Cardinal de' Gaddi, who was present during the conversation, 
at once stepped forward, and said to kis Majesty that Jr need give 
no such order, for he had sent you money enough, and that you 
were indeed upon the road. Now if by chance the truth, as I believe, 
be just the contrary of what the Cardinal de' Gaddi told us, reply 
at once on receipt of my letter. Then I will pick up the thread of 
this business, and will see that you have the money promised you 
by this generous King.'' 

Now let the world and e\ery living man therein bear witness 
how evil stars and adverse fortune work against us mortals! 
Not twice in all my life had ] spoken to that wretched little 
imbecile of a Cardinal de’ Gaddi; and yet this arrogance of his 
was not meant to do me any harm in the world; it was merely 
a piece of fcather-i)rained conceit on his part, meant to show 
how he, too, had an eye on the affairs of the artists whom the 
King desired to have in his s(T\'ice, just as much as the Cardinal 
of Ferrara. But he was foolish enough not to say anything to 
me about it; else certainly, so as to shield a silly puppet from 
blame — who was, after all, my countryman— I should have 
found some ex('iise to cover his blundering arrogance. 
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As soon as I received the letter of the most reverend Cardinal 
of Ferrara, I answered that, for the Cardinal de’ Gaddi, I knew 
nothing about him at all; that, indeed, if he had suggested 
such a thing, I should not have moved from Italy without the 
knowledge of his most reverend lordship, especially as in Rome 
I had a larger business than ever before. But, I added, at a 
sign from his most Christian Majesty, handed on by so high 
a personage as the Cardinal of Ferrara, I should leave at once, 
throwing everything else to the winds. When I had sent my 
letter, that faithless workman of mine bethought himself of an 
evil trick, which had an immediate success owing to the avarice 
of Pope Paul Farnese, though it owed still more to his bastard 
son, then called the Duke of Castro. This man told one of 
Signor Pier Luigi’s secretaries that he had been in my service 
for several years, and assured him that he knew all about my 
affairs. So he swore I was worth more than eighty thousand 
ducats, the greater part of which was* in jewels; that these 
jewels were the property of the Church; and that I had stolen 
them in the Castle of St. Angelo during the sack of Rome. They 
should see, said he, about having me caught at once before 
I got wind of their intention. 

One morning I had been working more than three hours 
before dawn on those things for the bride I have spoken of. 
While my servants were opening my shop and cleaning it, I 
put on my cloak and went to take a little walk. Going along the 
Strada Giulia, I came out at the Chiavica corner; and there 
Crespino the Bargello, with all his men, came upon me. **'You 
are the Pope’s prisoner,” said he; to which I replied, “Crespino, 
you take me for some one else.” “No,” said Crespino, “you are 
Benvenuto the artist. I know you quite well, and 1 have to take 
you to the Castle of St. Angelo; for that’s the place where lords 
and distinguished men like you are sent.” Thereupon four of 
his corporals threw themselves on me, and would have taken 
my dagger from me by force, and some rings I wore on my finger ; 
but Crespino cried out, “Not one of you touch him! Only do 
your duty, and see he does not escape.” Then approaching me, 
in courteous terms he asked for my weapons. While I was 
giving them up, the thought came over me that just in this 
place I had killed Pompeo. Thence they took me to the castle, 
and locked me into the top chamber in the donjon. This was 
the first time I ever had a taste of prison, and I was then 
thirty-seven years old. 

cii.‘ The Pope’s son, Signor Pier Luigi, having brooded over 
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the great quantity of money which I was accused of stealing, 
asked his father, as a favour, to give it to him when it should 
have been recovered. The Pope conceded this willingly; and, 
moreover, promised to help him to recover it. So I was kept 
in prison eight whole days; and at the end of that time, to 
bring the thing to an issue, they sent me to be questioned. For 
this purpose, 1 was called into a hall of the Pope’s castle, a place 
destined for great ceremonies. One of the examiners was the 
Governor of Rome, who was called Messer Benedetto Conver- 
sini, a Pistofan, afterwards Bishop of Jesi; another was the 
Procurator-fiscal, whose name I don’t remember; and the third 
was the Judge of the Criminal Court, Messer Benedetto da 
Cagli. First, these three men began their examination mildly; 
but their language grew most harsh and threatening after I 
had said to them, “My lords, for tlie last half-hour you have 
been doing nothing but question me about cock-and-bull stories 
and such-like nonsense; so that in truth your talk might not 
unjustly be called chatter or babble. For chattering is talking 
nonsense, isn’t it? babbling is uttering empty words. There- 
fore I entreat you to tell me what you want of me, that I may 
hear reasonable words from your mouths, and not idle fables 
and rubbish of that kind.” At this the Governor, who was a 
Pistojan, no longer able to hold in his violent temper, broke 
out, “You speak very confidently; indeed, much too haughtily; 
but I will make that haughtiness of yours cringe lower than a 
shivering puppy, when you hear what I have to say — which 
will neither be chattering nor babbling, as you call it, but an 
ordered argument, to the consideration and the answering of 
which it will behove you to give your whole mind.” And then 
he began: 

“We know for a certainty that you were in Rome during 
the sack of this unhappy city; and at that time you were in the 
Castle of St. Angelo, and were employed as bombardier. And 
since your profession is that of goldsmith and jeweller, Pope 
Clement, because he had known you before, and because there 
were no others of your trade in the place, called you to a secret 
audience, and bade you take out all the jewels of his tiaras, 
mitres, and rings from their settings. Then, as he had confidence 
in you, he also ordered you to sew them into his garments. 
While about this business, unknown to his Holiness, you made 
away with property to the value of eighty thousand crowns. 
This has been reported to us by a workman of yours, to whom 
you confided it, boasting of the same. Now we say to you 
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frankly: find the jewels, or the value of them. After that you 
may go free.*’ 

dii. When I heard these words I could not help breaking 
out into an explosion of laughter, which lasted for some little 
time. '*! thank God heartily,” I said, “that this first time it 
has pleased His High Majesty to imprison me, by good fortune 
[ am not confined for some little trifle, as generally happens 
to young men. Even if what you say were true, there is no 
danger at all of my being punished in my person; for at the 
time you speak of, the law did not run. Or, if tie facts were 
as you declaic, I might excuse myself by saying that, in my 
capacity of dutiful servant, I had guarded this treasure for the 
sacred, holy Apostolic Church, waiting till I could give it back 
to a good pope, or, indeed, to whoever should request its return, 
as, for instance, you.” Here that ferocious Pistojan refused to 
listen to another word, but broke in furiously, “Put what 
meaning on your villainy you please, Benvenuto; enough for 
us to have found our own. And now out with it, if you don’t 
want something else from us besides words.” As they were 
getting up to go away, I said, “I have not yet been fully 
examined. Finish that, and then go whenever you please.” So 
they sat down again, much enraged, and in a humour to listen 
to nothing I should say. Yet much of their anxiety was gone; 
for they thought, perhaps, they had found out all they wished 
to know. wSo I began to speak to them after this fashion: “You 
must know, my lords, that I have lived in Rome nearly twenty 
years, and have never been imprisoned, neither here nor ‘Else- 
where.” At this the jack-in-office governor called out, “Yet 
you have murdered men of our city.” To which I answered, 
“You say so. I make no such admission; for if a man was to 
try to kill you, priest though you are, you would defend your- 
self; and having killed him, the holy laws would hold you 
innocent. So let me say what I have to say, if you would refer 
the matter to the Pope, and judge me aright. I tell you once 
more, that for nearly twenty years I have been living in this 
marvellous city of Rome, and here 1 have carried out most 
important work in my profession. I know that this is the seat 
of Christ, and I had sure confidence that, if ever a temporal 
prince were to wrong me, I should have recourse to this holy 
chair and the Vicar of Christ, and he would defend my rights. 
Alas! what refuge have I now? And who is the prince who will 
defend me from such infamous wrong? Before arresting me, 
should you not have found out how I disposed of those eighty 
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thousand ducats? Also, should you not have looked at the 
record of the jewels which the Apostolic Camera has carefully 
kept for five hundred years to this day? if you had found a 
gap in it, then you should have seized all my books as well 
as myself. I assure you that the books in which are recorded 
all the jewels of the Pope and the regalia are quite in order, 
and there is not a single gem belonging to Pope Clement which 
has not been carefully entered. Only one thing I can think of 
which might give colour to your proceedings. When Pope 
Clement was making terms with those Imperial thieves, who had 
pillaged Rome and outraged the Church, a man came to nego- 
tiate the terms of peace, whose name, if 1 rightly remember, 
was Ccsare Iscatinaro. When he had almost concluded the 
treaty, the poor Pope, in desperation, and desiring to show 
him a little kindness, let fall from his finger a diamond ring 
worth about four thousand crowns. Iscatinaro stooped to pick 
it up, and the Pope bade him keep it for his sake. I was present 
at the time; and if the diamond be missing, 1 am now telling 
you where it has : but I have a sure conviction that this 
also will be found recorded. Therefore, you should be ashamed 
to persecute a man like me, who have ser^'ed this apostolic 
seat so honourably. Do you not know, that had it not been for 
me, when the Imperial troops entered the Borgo, they would 
have made their way into the castle without the least hindrance? 
But I, who never got anything for my valorous conduct, betook 
myself vigorously to the guns, which the bombardiers and 
soldiers had abandoned and put heart into a comrade of mine, 
Raffaello da Montelupo, the sculptor, who had also given up, 
and was hiding frightened and useless in a corner. I shook b’fe 
into him ; and he and I by ourselves slew so many of the enemy 
that the soldiers went by another way. It was I w^ho gave 
Iscatinaro a taste of my pow’der, when I saw^ him speaking 
with Pope Clement without doing reverence, displaying, indeed, 
the most boorish insolence, like the Lutheran and infidel he was. 
Pope Clement, hearing of the affair, had the castle searched to 
find who had fired the shot, moaning to hang him. Then it was 
I who wounded the Prince of Orange, hitting him on the head 
below here in the trenches of the castle. Then think of all I 
have done for Holy Church; consider the great number of orna- 
ments of silver and gold and jewels I have made, and all the 
beautiful coins, too, which have received such praise. And 
priests like you dare give this reward to a man who has served 
you with such skill, and loved with such good faith! Now go 
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and tell all 1 have said to the Pope; that^ as to his jewels^ he 
has them all; that I never had anything from the Church save 
the wounds from the enemy’s guns during the sack; and that 
I never counted on an 3 rthing^ save some small recompense from 
Pope Paul, which he had promised me. Now am I clear in my 
mind about his Holiness, and about you, his ministers.” 

While I was speaking these words, they remained listening 
in astonishment. They looked in each other’s faces, and then 
in much wonderment they left me. All three went away together 
to report to the Pope what I had said. Somewhat ashamed, his 
Holiness ordered all the records of the jewels to be examined 
with the utmost care. But after it was seen that notliing was 
missing, they left me still in the castle without saying anything 
more. And Signor Pier Luigi, too, had a bad conscience. There- 
fore they sought to compass my death. 

dv. \^ile these agitated days were passing, King Frands 
heard all about the Pope’s keeping me in prison so unjustly. 
He had sent as ambassador to Rome one of his gentlemen called 
Monseigneur de Montluc. Now he wrote to him to ask me from 
the Pope as one of his Majesty’s men. The Pope was a very 
able and accomplished man, but in this affair of mine he be- 
haved like a poor weak fool; and he now replied to the King’s 
messenger that liis Majesty should not trouble about me, for 
I was a very quarrelsome fellow. He warned him to let me 
alone ; for he was keeping me in prison for homidde and other 
devilries I had committed. Again the King wrote, that in his 
kingdom strict justice reigned ; and as he rewarded distinguished 
men, heaping on them extraordinary favours, so, on the other 
hand, did he punish .disturbers of the peace. Likewise, his 
Holiness had once let Benvenuto go away, not caring for his 
service; land when he (King Francis) found him in his langdom, 
he had gladly taken him into his employment. Now he asked 
for him as his man. These words brought only endless ve:cation 
and harm to me, although no higher compliment could have 
been paid to a man of my condition. But the Pope got into such 
a fury, fearing lest I should go and disclose his villainous treat- 
ment of me, that he kept thinking of all the possible ways 
whereby he could bring about my death, without injuring his 
own repute. The keeper of the dsth of St. Angelo was one of 
our Florentines, Messer Giorgio, a knight, and one of the 
Ugolini. This worthy man showed me the greatest courtesy 
possible, learing me free to wander about the castle on parole. 
He was very sensible of the great wrong that was being dode 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 163 

to me; and when I wished to give security for this freedom, he 
said he could not accept it. The Pope was exaggerating this 
affair of mine, he declared ; but he would fully trust my word, for 
he heard from every one that I was an honest man. I gave him 
my word of honour, and he allowed me the means of working a 
little at my own craft. Meanwhile, thinking that the Pope’s anger 
must blow over, having regard to my innocence, and also to 
the favour of the King, I kept my shop open, and Ascanio, my 
apprentice, came to the castle and brought me things to work 
at. And though I could work but little — hindered as I was by 
the thought of being thus unjustly shut up — still I made a 
virtue of necessity, and, as cheerfully as I could, bore with 
my perverse fortune. I had made friends with all the guards 
and many of the soldiers of the castle. Now the Pope used 
sometimes to come to sup witliin the walls; and at such times 
there were no guards at the doors, which stood open like those 
of an ordinary palace. For that reason, while his Holiness was 
within, the prisoners used to be locked up with the greatest 
care. But nothing c * the kind was done to me, and I used freely 
to walk about the castle. Often some of the soldiers would 
advise me to escape, promising to help me, for they knew the 
great wrong done to me. To such suggestions I alw'ays replied 
that I had given my word to the castellan, who was a very good 
fellow, and had shown me great kindness. One of them, a very 
brave and intelligent man, would then say to me, “ Benvenuto, 
my friend, you must know that a man in prison is not obliged, 
nor can be obliged, to keep faith or anytliing else. Do as I tell 
you; flee from this scoundrel of a Pope and his bastard son, 
who will come at your life by some means or another.” But 
I was determined rather to lose my life than break my word to 
the honest castellan. So I put up with this indescribable annoy- 
ance. The companion of my nusfortune was, I should say, a 
friar of the Pallavicini house, who was a very great preacher. 

cv. This man had been seized as a Lutheran. He was an 
excellent comrade; but regarded as a friar, the greatest rascal 
in the world, one who indulged in all kinds of vices. I admired 
his fine talents, but greatly abhorred his ugly vices, and frankly 
reproved him for them. He was always telling me 1 was not 
obliged to keep faith with the castellan, since I was in prison. 
I answered him that as a friar he spoke the truth, but not as 
a man; and that whoever was a man, and no friar, had to 
keep faith in whatever circumstances he might find himself. 
Sp I, who was a man and no friar, would never be false to my 
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bare word given in honour. Finding he could not corrupt me 
by his shrewd and sophisticated arguments^ and his wonderful 
art in stating them, he thought to tempt me by other means. 
So he let several days pass, during which he read to me the 
sermons of Girolamo Savonarola, his admirable commentary 
on these being finer than the sermons themselves. I was so 
fascinated by this, that there was nothing in the world I would 
not have done for him, save break my word, as I have said. 
When he saw my great admiration for his talents, he thought 
of another way. Insinuatingly he began to ask me, what would 
have been my method of opening my doors and escaping, in 
the case of their having locked me up, and always supposing, 
of course, I had been willing for the attempt. So wishing to 
show this clever friar that I, too, was rather keen-witted, I 
told him I could easily open the most difficult lock, and more 
especially those of tlus prison. It would be no harder than 
eating a bit of fresh cheese. Then, to force my secret out of me, 
he threw doubt on this, saying, “Men who have the name of 
being clever make many a boast, which if they had to prove, 
would lose them credit, and be much to their disadvantage/’ 
And he had heard me say things so far from the truth, he went 
on, that if I w'ere tested, he thought I should come badly out of 
the affair. Then, stung by this devil of a friar, I told him that 
my habit was to promise less in w'ords than wliat I could actually 
perform; and for this matter of the keys I had spoken of, it 
was the easie.st thing in the world; and in a few words I could 
make him see perfectly that it was as I said. Then, thoughtlessly, 
I proved with what ease all I had told him could be carried 
into effect. The friar pretended to pay no attention, but he soon 
learnt all with perfect intelligence. As 1 have already said, the 
honest castellan let me wander through all the castle, not even 
locking me up during the night, as was done with the others. 
Also he let me work in gold, or silver, or wax, at whatever I 
wished. Thus for several weeks I employed my.self on a basin 
I was making for the Cardinal of Ferrara. But I grew so weary 
of my prison that this began to be burdensome; and so after 
that, as it was less trouble, I took to modelling little figures 
in wax. The friar stole a piece of this wax from me; and with 
it he set about having the keys made according to the method 
I had thoughtlessly taught him. As an accomplice in this he 
had taken a notary of the castellan’s household, a Paduati 
called Luigi. But the friar ordered the keys to be made by «i 
locksmith, who told all. Now the castellan came sometimes to 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 165 

see me in my room, and when he saw me working with wax, he 
recognised it as the same, and said, “Though this poor Ben- 
venuto has been most deeply wronged, he should not have 
done such a thing to me, for I have shown him more kindness 
than my duty allowed me. Now I shall keep him most strictly 
locked up, and shall never do him kindness any more.” So he 
had me shut up with the utmost severity; but the worst I had 
to endure were the words thrown at me by some of his affec- 
tionate servants. Before they had been very much attached to 
me, but now they ciist up all the kind deeds done me by their 
master, and, indeed, adled me an ungrateful, liglit-minded, and 
faithless fellow. Now one of these servants launched this abuse 
at me with more boldness than was seemly; and assured as I 
was of my innocence, I answered with heat that I had never 
broken my word, and this J should maintain with my life’s 
blood; and if he or any one else ever did me such injustice again, 

I should fling the lie back in his throat. Beside himself at this 
reprimand, he ran to the castellan’s apartment, and brought 
me the wax and tl"' model of the key. As soon as T saw the 
wax, I told him that both of us were right, but he was to bring 
me to speech with the lord castellan, and T should tell him 
frankly how the case stood ; for the matter was of much greater 
importance than they thought. The castellan sent for me at 
once, and I told him the whole story. So he seized the friar, 
who informed against his accomplice, and the notary was 
nearly being hanged. The castellan tried to hush up the thing, 
but already it had come to the ears of the Pope. The notary 
escaped the gallows; and I was given the same liberty as at 
the bciginning. 

cvi. When I saw with what vigour they followed the thing 
up, I began to think of my own interests, and said, 'If a hurri- 
cane like this sliould arise another time, and if this man again 
distrusted me, 1 should no longer think myself under any 
obligation, but should set my wits a- working; for I am certain 
I could succeed better than that rascal of a friar.” Then I 
ordered new coarse sheets to be brought me from outside; and 
I did not send away the soiled ones. When my servants asked 
me for them, I told them to be quiet about it, for I had given 
them to some needy soldiers; but that if the thing were known, 
the poor fellows ran the risk of the galleys. So my young appren- 
tices and servants — but especially Felice — kept the affair of 
the sheets absolutely secret. Then I set about emptying a straw 
inattress, burning the straw, which, luckily, I could do, for in 
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my prison was a chimney^ and I could Ught a fire. The sheets 
I tore into strips, the third of a cubit in width. When I had tom 
up enough, as I thought, to enable me to descend from the high 
keep of the Castle of St. Angelo, I said to my servants that 
I had given away all I wished; that now they must t»ing me 
finer sheets, and I should always return to them the soiled 
ones. This thing was soon forgotten. 

Now Cardinds Santiquattro and Cornaro forced my servants 
to shut up the shop. They told me frankly that the Pope would 
not hear a word of my release, and that the great favours of 
the King had done me more harm than good. The last message 
that Monsignor de Montluc sent to his Holiness on the part 
of the King had been to the effect that I should be handed 
over to the ordinary judges of the court. Then, if I had sinned, 
he could punish me; but if I had not, justice demanded that 
he should let me go free. These words had so annoyed the Pope 
that it was in his mind not to release me any more. But the 
castellan most certainly helped me all he could. Now when my 
enemies saw my shop shut up, they used to sneer at and insult 
such servants and friends of mine as came to visit me in prison. 
It happened one day that Ascanio, who came twice every day 
to see me, asked me to have a little coat made for him out of 
a blue satin vest of mine, which I never wore. I had only used 
it the day I walked in procession. But I told him this was not 
a time, nor was I in a place, to wear such garments. The boy 
was so offended I did not give him this miserable little vest, 
that he said he wanted to go away home to Tagliacozzo. in a 
great rage, I retorted that I should be much pleased to be rid 
of him; and he swore, with the greatest heat never to come 
back any more. During our altercation we were walking round 
the donjon of the castle. It happened that the castellan was 
also taking a walk, and just as we came up against his lordship, 
Ascanio was saying, “I go then, and adieu for evermore!** To 
which I answered, “ For ever is the word — so let it be ! I shall 
tell the guards never to let you pass again.** Then turning to 
the castellan, I begged him most earnestly to order the guards 
never to let Ascanio come through any more. “For,** I said, 
“this little rustic only comes to fill up my cup of sorrow to 
overflowing. So I entreat you, my lord, let him never enter 
more.*’ The castellan was much distressed, for he knew the 
boy to be wonderfully talented, and, besides, he was of so fair 
a shape that no one could see him without falling deeply in Icve 
with him. The lad went away weeping. He was carrying, I must 
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tell you, a little scimitar, which sometimes he wore secretly 
under his garments. When he left the castle, his face all tear- 
stained, he met with two of my worst enemies. One of them 
was Jeronimo the Perugian, and the other was called Michele; 
and they were both goldsmiths. Michele, who was a friend of 
that rascally Perugian, and none to Ascanio, said, “What is 
the meaning of Ascanio weeping? Perhaps his father is dead. 
I mean that father of his in the castle.*^ Whereupon the boy 
replied, “He is alive, but you’re a dead man!” and lifting his 
hand, he struck twice at the man’s head with his scimitar. At 
the first blow he knocked him down; with the second he cut 
off three fingers of his right hand, though he had aimed at his 
head; and the fellow lay there for dead. The affair was reported 
at once to the Pope, who cried in great wrath, “ Since the King 
wishes Benvenuto to be judged, go and tell him he has three 
days to prepare his case.” They made haste to fulfil his order; 
whereupon that worthy man the castellan went off at once to 
his Holiness, and made it clear to him that I was not cognisant 
of the thing; that, n, t, I had just chased the boy away. So 
admirably did he defend me that he saved my life in the great 
storm that raged about me. Ascanio fled home to Tagliacozzo; 
and from there he wrote asking my pardon a thousand times, 
saying he knew he had been wrong to add to my vexations 
and my great trouble. But, he went on, if by God’s gn.ee I got 
out of prison, he would never leave me any more. I sent him 
word that he was to go on learning his trade; and I promised, 
if God ever gave me my liberty, I should certainly call him 
back to me. 

evii. The castellan was every year the victim of a certain 
infirmity which bereft him of his wits. When it was coming on, 
he would speak, or rather he w'ould chatter without stopping. 
These humours of his varied every year. One time he thought 
he was an oil jar; another time a frog, and then he jumped just 
like one. Again he thought he was dead, and he had to be buried. 
Thus each year he had a different delusion. Now this time he 
began to imagine that he was a bat; and when he went for a 
walk, he would every now and then give a low scream as bats 
do, and flutter his hands and his body as if he were going to 
fly. When his doctors and his old servants saw the malady upon 
him, they indulged him in every possible way; and since it 
seemed to them he took great pleasure in hearing me talk, they 
were always fetclung me to keep liim company. And the poor 
man sometimes kept me four or five hours talking to him the 
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whole time. He had me sit opposite him at table^ and he never 
stopped talking and making me talk. In spite of all this con- 
versation I ate well; but he, poor man, neither ate nor slept. 
Now all this tired me out, so that I was at the end of my forces, 
and sometimes when I looked at him, his eyes were terrible to 
see, one turning one way and one the other. One day he asked 
me if I had ever had a fancy to fly. I answered that I had 
always been most eager to do, and had done, such things as 
come hardest to men; and as for flying, the GJod of Nature had 
given me a body more than usually agile and fit for running 
and leaping; and so by the aid of what little wits I possessed, 
I could manage some kind of mechanical contrivance; and 
certainly I did not want courage for the attempt. Then he 
began to ask me what methods I should use; to which I an- 
swered, that if we observed the flying creatures, the one whose 
natural powers could best be imitated by art was the bat. 
When the poor man heard that name of bat, the mimicry of 
which was the form his mania took that year, he cried with a 
loud voice, saying, “ He speaks the truth, he speaks the truth ! 
That’s the tiling — the very thing!” Then turning to me, he 
said, “ Benvenuto, if you had the chance, would you have the 
courage to fly?” Thereupon I said that, if he would give me 
my liberty, I had pluck enough to fly as far as Prati, and would 
make myself a pair of wings out of waxed linen for the purpose. 
Then he answered, **And I, too, should not be behindhand; 
but the Pope has commanded me to look after you as the apple 
of his eye; and I know you are a clever enough devil to ffiake 
your escape. Therefore I am going to lock you up with a hundred 
keys, so that you don’t make off.” 1 entreated him, reminding 
him how I had had opportunities of escape, but that, for the 
sake of the word I had given him, I had never broken faith. 
Then I begged him, for the love of God, not to add a greater 
misery to what I was now suffering. But even while I was 
speaking, he gave strict orders for me to be bound and taken 
to my prison, and there securely locked up.. Seeing there was 
no help for it, I said to him, in the presence of his household, 
“Make fast your locks and watch me well, for I shall get out 
of here one way or another.” Then they led me off, and shut me 
up with the greatest care. 

cviii. From that moment I set to thinking about the best 
means of escape. As soon as they had shut the door on me, 
I went about examining the prison where I lay. When I belie /eel 
I had certainly found a way of getting out, I began to devise.a 
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means of climbing down from the high castle keep. Then I took 
those new sheets of mine, which, as I have already said, I had 
torn into strips and well sewn together, and calculated what 
length would serve me to climb down by. When I had made 
up my mind about this, and prepared everything, I laid my 
hands on a pair of pincers, which I had stolen from a Savoyard 
warder of the castle. This man looked after the barrels and the 
cisterns; and he also worked at carpentering for his pleasure.' 
Now he had several pincers, and amongst them some huge 
solid ones. Just my affair, I thought; and I stole them, and hid 
them in the mattress. Then the time came for me to use the 
tool, and I began to try the nails of the hinges. As the door 
was a double one, the riveting of the nails could not be seen, 
so that when I tried to draw one out, it gave me the greatest 
trouble; but in the end I succeeded. When I had drawn out 
the first nail, I bethought me how I should contrive that this 
should not be seen. I managed it by mixing some little rusty 
iron filings with a little wax, getting just the very colour of those 
long nails I had takei. cMt. With tlus I began carefully imitating 
the nails in the supports of the hinges ; and by degrees made a 
waxen counterfeit for every one I drew out. 1 left the hinges 
still attached at top and bottom with some of the old nails, 
which, however, I only put back after they had been cut, and 
then only lightly, so that they just held the hinge*pl.ites and 
no more. I'his business gave me a deal of trouble; for the 
castellan dreamt each night that I had escaped, and every now 
and then he sent to have my prison examined. The man who 
came to investigate had a bum-bailiff's name, Bozza, and 
behaved as such. He always brought with him another fellow 
called Giovanni, surnamed Pedignone. He was a soldier, and 
Bozza was a menial. This Giovanni never once came to my 
prison without insulting me. He was from Prato, where he had 
been an apothecary. Every evening he examined the hinges 
and the whole prison very carefully; and I would say to him, 
“ Keep a good look-out on me, for I am going to slip through 
your hands for a certainty.” These words stirred up a furious 
hatred between him and me. So with the utmost care I hid 
up my implements, that is, the pincers, a large dagger, and 
other things pertaining to my plan, in my mattress, along with 
the strips I had made. As soon as daylight came, I used to 
sweep my room; and though by nature I like cleanliness, I 
kept my place in specially good order then. When 1 had done 
my. sweeping, I arranged my bed beautifully, and lair! flowers 

M 
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on it, which I had a certain Savoyard bring me almost every 
morning. This was the Savoyard who had charge of the cisterns 
and barrels, and who worked at carpentering for his pleasure. 
It was from him I stolef the pincers with which I picked out the 
nails from the hinge-plates. 

cix. Now to return to what I was saying about my bed. 
When Bozza and Pedignone came in, I told them they were 
to keep at a due distance from it, that they might not foul and 
spoil it. When sometimes, just to annoy me, they would touch 
it lightly, I would cry to them, “Oh, you dirty cowards! Ill 
get hold of those swords of yours, and serve you a turn that 
will astonish you! Do you think yourselves good enough to 
touch the bed of a man of my sort? No care for my own life shall 
hold me back, for I am sure to take yours. So leave me alone 
with my troubles and my tribulations, and don’t add to them; 
otherwise, I’ll let you see what a desperate man can do.” All 
this they told to the castellan. But he expressly ordered them 
not to go near my bed, and to come to me without their swords; 
for the rest, they were to keep a sharp look-out on me. 

When I was thus sure about the bed, I thought I had done 
everjrthing, for therein lay what I needed most for the business. 
One feast-night, when the castellan was feeling very ill, and his 
humours were at their height, he kept on saying that he was 
a bat; and if they heard that Benvenuto had flown away, they 
were to let him go, for he would overtake me, since at night- 
time he could certainly fly better than I. “Benvenuto,” said he, 
“is only a sham bat, but Fm a real one. And since he’s been 
given into my keeping, leave the business to me, for I’ll come 
up with him.” He had been in this condition for several nights, 
and had tired out all his* servants. And I heard about it through 
different channels, but especially from the Savoyard, who was 
a friend of mine. This feast-day evening I had made up my 
mind to escape at all hazards. First I prayed most devoutly to 
God, entreating His Divine Majesty to defend me, and aid me 
in my perilous enterprise. Then I prepared everything I needed 
for the business, working all through that night. When day was 
but two hours off, I removed the hinges with the greatest 
trouble. But the wooden frame and the bolt also resisted, so that 
I could not open the door, and had, therefore, to cut the wood. 
At last I succeeded ; and then carrying the strips of linen, which 
I had rolled round two pieces of wood like flax on a spindle^ 
I made my way out towards the privies of the keep. From inside 
I perceived two tiles on the roof, and thus I could climb up at 
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once with the greatest ease. I was wearing at the time a white 
jerkin^ white hosen^ and a pair of buskins, into which I thrust 
my dagger. Taking one end of my linen rope, I tied it in the 
form of a stirrup round a piece of antique tile which was built 
into the wall, and which stuck out hardly the length of four 
fingers. This done, I turned my face to God, and said, “0 Lord 
my God, defend my cause! for Thou knowest it is good; and 
that I help myself.** Then I let myself go gently, and supporting 
myself by the strength of my arms, I reached the bottom. The 
moon was not shining, but the sky was fair and clear. When 
my feet were on the ground, I regarded the great descent I had 
made so bravely, and went off much heartened, for I thought 
I was free. But it was not so; for on that side the castellan had 
had two very high walls built enclosing a poultry-run. This 
place was barred with great bolts on the other side. When I 
saw my way thus stopped, I was much vexed ; but while walking 
to and fro, thinking what I should best do, I fell up against a 
large beam which had been covered up with straw. With great 
difficulty I set it ^igainst the wall. Then by force of arm 
I climbed up on it to the top. But as the wall was pointed, 
I was not solidly enough placed there to draw the pole up after 
me. So I determined to use a piece of the second rope of linen, 
as the other I had left hanging from the keep. Well, binding 
it fast to the beam, 1 climbed down by it on the other side. 
This was very far from easy. I was quite worn out a*, the end; 
and, besides, I had galled the palms of my hands, so that they 
bled. I therefore stayed to rest a while, and bathed my hands 
in my own urine. When I felt sufficiently recovered, I made 
my way to the last wall, which looks towards Prati. There T 
laid down my linen rope intending to fix it to a battlement, 
and get down from the lesser height as I had done from the 
greater. But just at that moment I discovered that behind me 
was one of the sentinels on duty. Seeing here a hindrance to 
my plans, and knowing my life in danger, I made up my mind 
boldly to face the guard, who, perceiving my resolute demeanour, 
and that I was coming towards him with a weapon in my hand, 
quickened his step, and made as if to keep out of my way. 
I had left my ropes some way off; now I quickly turned back 
for them, and though I saw another sentinel, yet he appeared 
unwilling to see me. When I had picked up my linen ropes, 
I tied them to the battlement and let myself go. But either 
I thought that I had almost reached the ground, while I was 
still some distance off, and let go my hands and jumped; or 
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else my hands were too feeble to keep up the effort. At all events 
I fell^ and in falling I struck the back of my head^ and lay 
there unconscious more than an hour and a half, so far as I 
could judge. The day was about to break, and the fresh, cool 
air that comes before the rising of the sun brought me to my 
senses ; but yet my wits were not quite dear, for I thought my 
head was cut off, and that I was in purgatory. Little by little 
my powers came back to me, and I saw that I was outside the 
castle, and had a sudden remembrance of all I had done. Now 
I felt the hurt to my head before I perceived that my leg was 
broken; for patting up my hands, I found them all covered with 
blood. But examining the place thoroughly, I came to the 
conclusion that the wound was not serious. When, however, 
I wanted to get up from the ground, I found my right leg 
broken three inches above the knee. But even this did not 
discourage me. I drew out my dagger in its sheath, at the end 
of which was a large ball. This it was which had broken my 
leg; for the bone had been jammed against the ball, and unable 
to bend, had snapped just there. So I threw away the sheath; 
and with the dagger I cut off a piece of the remainder of the 
linen strip, and as well as I could bound up my leg. Then, my 
w^eapon in my hand, I crept on all-fours towards the gate. 
I reached it only to find it shut; but I saw a stone just under 
the door, and iis I thought it was probably not stuck very fast, 
I tried to move it. Putting my hands to it, I felt it move; it 
yielded at once, and I drew it out. Then I crawled through the 
hole it had stopped up. 

cx. There had been more than five hundred paces from the 
place where I fell, to. the gate by which 1 entered the dty. 
When I got inside Rome, some ma.stiffs threw themselves on 
me and bit me viciously. They set on me several times and 
worried me, till at last I drew my dagger and dealt one of them 
such a blow' that he yelped loudly. Then the other dogs, as 
their habit is, gathered about him, while I made haste, on hands 
and knees, towards the church of the Traspontina. When I 
reached the mouth of the street which turns towards Sant’ 
Agnolo, I took the road to St. Peter’s; for day was breaking 
above me, and I knew I was in danger. So meeting a water- 
carrier with his ass laden with full pitchers, I called him to 
me, and begged him to lift me up and carry me to the terrace 
by St. Peter’s steps; explaining that I was a poor young man 
who, in getting down from the window of my lady, had farcin 
and broken my ^eg. The house I came out of was of gre^t 
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importance^ I told liim^ and I was in danger of being cut in 
pieces. So I begged him to carry me off quickly, promising him 
a golden crown for his pains. And at the word I gave him a sight 
of my purse, which was by no means empty. He took hold of me 
at once, hoisted me on his back with a good will, and carried 
me to the open space above the steps of St. Peter's. There he 
put me down, and I told him to run back to his ass. At once 
1 took the road again, crawling on all-fours towards the house 
of the Duchess, the wife of Duke Ottavio. She was the natural 
daughter of the Emperor, and had been the wife of Duke 
Alessandro of Florence. Now I knew that with this great 
princess I should find many of my friends, who had come with 
her from Florence. Besides, I was in her favour, for the castellan 
had spoken well of me in her presence. Wishing to help me, he 
had said to the Pope one day, that when the Duchess made 
her entry into Rome, I had saved them more than a thousand 
crowns. The heavy rain had threatened great damage to the 
city, and he had been in despair. But 1 had put heart into 
liim; for, as he toH T had pointed several heavy pieces of artillery 
towards that part oi tne sky where the clouds were thickest, 
and from whence torrents of water had already begun to pour. 
When the artillery was discharged, the rain stopped, and at 
the fourth round the sun came out. Thus, stud he, I had been 
the sole cause of the festa passing off so happily. When the 
Duchess heard it, she said, "This Benvenuto is one of the 
artists who were in the good graces of my husband, Duke 
Alessandro; and I shall always keep them in mind when an 
opportunity comes to do them a good turn.” She had also 
spoken of me to her present husband, Duke Ottavio. 

So now I made straight for the house of her Excellency, a 
very fine palace in Borgo Vecchio. And there I should have 
been quite safe, and the Pope could not have touched me. But 
as the thing I had done was beyond the powers of an ordinary 
human creature, God wished to check my vainglory through a 
still harder discipline than I had known in the past. And this 
was how it came about. While I was creeping on all-fours up 
the steps, a servant of Cardinal Cornaro's houscliold recognised 
me. Now, as it happened, the Cardinal was lodging in the 
palace, and the servant ran to his master's room, and waking 
liim, said, “ Most reverend monsignor, your Benvenuto is below. 
He has escaped from the castle, and is crawling along on hands 
and knees, and covered with blood. It looks as if he had broken 
his leg, and we do not know where he is going.” The Cardinal 
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said at once, “Run and carry him into my room here.*' When 
I was brought to him, he told me to have no fear. Then he sent 
at once for the best doctors in Rome, and by them I was 
treated. One of them was Maestro Jacomo of Perugia, a most 
excellent surgeon. He set my leg very skilfully, then Imndaged 
it, and with his own hand bled me. My veins were unusually 
swollen, and, besides, he wished to make a rather large incision; 
so the blood sputtered furiously out in his fac6, and bespattered 
him so abundantly that he had to stop his operations. This he 
took to be a very bad augury; and it was with great reluctance 
that he went on treating me. Several times, in truth, he would 
fain have left me, remembering that he was risking no slight 
penalty in doctoring me, or at least in continuing his attend- 
ance. The Cardinal had me put in a secret chamber, and went 
off at once to the palace to beg me from the Pope. 

cxi. Meanwhile Rome was in the greatest excitement; for 
already the linen strips hanging from the great tower of the 
castle had been discovered, and every one ran to see the marvel. 
The castellan was overcome by one of his maddest humours; 
and was determined, in defiance of all his servants, to fly down, 
too, from the keep; for, said he, the only way of catching me was 
for himself to fly after me. Messer Ruterto Pucci, the father of 
Messer Pandolfo, having heard of the wonder, went to see for 
himself. Afterwards he repaired to the palace, where he met 
Cardinal Cornaro, who told him the whole story, and how I was 
in one of his apartments, and already under treatment. Together 
these two worthy men went and knelt before the Pope. 13«fore 
they could utter a word, he cut in with, “ I know all you want 
of me.’* Then answered Messer Ruberto Pucci, “Most Holy 
Father, we entreat of your mercy to give up that poor man 
to us, who for his great talents merits some considerate treat- 
ment, and who, besides, has proved a more than human courage 
and resource. We do not know for what sins your Holiness has 
kept him so long in pri.son. If they be too heinous, your Holiness 
is holy and wise; and in everything and everywhere may your 
will be done. But if his offences are such as can be pardoned, 
we beg that, you will forgive him for our pleading.” The Pope, 
who was somewhat confused, replied, “We have kept him in 
prison at the request of some of his friends, because he was too 
hot-headed; but,” he added, “fully aware of his talents, and 
desiring to keep him near us, we had arranged to confer such 
benefits on him that he should have had no pretext for returnir^ 
to France. I am grieved that he is so much hurt. Tell him to 
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think of getting well; and as soon as he is cured we shall com- 
pensate him for all his troubles.’’ 

Then these two good men returned to me with this welcome 
message from the Pope. In the meantime the nobility of Rome 
came to visit me, both young men and old of every degree. 
The castellan, mad as he was, had himself carried to the Pope; 
and there he began to protest that if his Holiness did not send 
me back to prison, it would be doing him a great wrong. “For/* 
he added, “ Benvenuto escaped in defiance of his word of honour. 
Alas! alas! he has flown away, and he promised me he would 
not.” Then the Pope, laughing, said, “Go now, go! for of a 
truth I will give him back to you.” But the castellan entreated, 
“Send the governor to him, to learn who helped him to escape; 
for if it be one of my men, I will hang him by the neck to that 
very battlement from which Benvenuto got down.” When the 
castellan had gone, the Pope called for the governor, and said 
to him, smiling, “This is a brave man, and it’s a wonderful 
thing he has done ; though, when I was young, I also got down 
from that very nl. '' ” And here he spoke the truth; for once he 
had been shut up in the castle for forging a papal brief, when he 
was abbreviator in the College of Parco Majori. Pope Alexander 
had kept him in prison for a considerable time; and later, as his 
crime was of a shocking description, he even determined to 
cut ofl his head. But as his Holiness wanted to have the Corpus 
Domini over first, Farnese learnt all, sent for Pietro Chiavelluzzi 
with several horses, and bribed the warders of the castle with 
money. So that on th^‘ feast-day, when the Pope was in the 
procession, Farnese was placed in a basket and lowered to the 
ground by a rope. There was no outer wall of the castle in those 
days; there was only the great tower; so that he had not such 
difficulty in getting off as I had. Moreover, he was rightly 
imprisoned, and I unjustly. He only wanted to boast to the 
governor that he, too, in his time had been a youth of spirit 
and high courage, and did not see how he was but disclosing 
his own great \illainy. “Go,” said he, “and ask him to tell 
frankly who helped him. No matter who it be, it is enough 
for Benvenuto that I have pardoned him; and that you can 
promise him freely.” 

cxii. And so the governor came to me. Two days before, he 
had been appointed Bishop of Jesi. Entering, he said, “Ben- 
venuto, my friend, though my office is terrifying to men, I am 
here to set your mind at ease; and for this I have the express 
order of his Holiness. He told me that he also had made a like 
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escapade, but with good help and plenty of company; otherwise 
he would have failed. I swear to you by the sacraments which 
I carry upon me — for only two days ago I was made a bishop 
— that the Pope has liberated and pardoned you, and that he 
grieves over your hurt. But see to getting well; keep a cheerful 
mind; and the confinement, which in very truth you endured 
in all innocence, will prove a lasting good. You will trample 
poverty under your feet, and need never think of returning to 
France, tormenting your life out in this part or in that. There- 
fore tell me frankly the whole story, and who was your helper. 
After that, be at ease, rest, and get well.” So from the very 
beginning I told him exactly how it had all happened, giving 
him the minutest details, not forgetting even to speak of the 
water-carrier who had carried me on his back. When the governor 
had heard all, he said, ‘'Truly these are prodigious things for 
one man to have done by himself I No other in the world could 
have carried the thing through.” Then, seizing my hand, he said, 
“Be of good cheer, and comfort you; for by this hand which 
you now grasp, you are free; and I promise you that, if you 
iive, you shall be happy.” Then he leh me. Meanwhile he had 
been hindering a heap of nobles and gentlemen from seeing me. 
They had come to pay me a visit, having said amongst them- 
selves, “Let us go and see this miracle-worker.” They now 
stayed on with me for a while, and some of them offered me 
services, and some brought me gifts. 

In the meantime the governor returned to the Pope, and 
repeated to him my story. And all who were there expressed 
their wonderment. Said the Pope, “This is certainly a prodigious 
thing!” Then spoke Signor Pier Luigi, who happened to be 
present, “Most Holy Father, if you liberate him, he will do 
greater prodigies still, for he is by nature a deal too audacious. 
I will tdl you another exploit of his you do not know of. This 
Benvenuto of yours, before he was in prison, had some words 
with a gentleman of the Cardinal Santa Fiore’s household. The 
difference arose from a mere trifling remark; but Benvenuto 
answered so arrogantly, and with such heat, that it was as good 
as a challenge. The gentleman placed the matter before the 
Cardinal, who said that if he could put his hands on the fellow, 
he would soon shake the nonsense out of him. Benvenuto, 
hearing this, got ready a gun, with which he used to practise 
shooting at a farthing; and one day, when the Cardinal was 
looking out at his window, Benvenuto, whose shop is under 
the Cardinal’s palace, took his gun and aimed at Santa Fiore, 
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who, however, being warned, got quickly out of the way. Then, 
that he might not appear to have meant any such thing, the 
fellow aimed at a wood-pigeon which was brooding in a hole 
at the top of the palace, and shot it through the head — a thing 
almost impossible to believe. So now let your Holiness do what 
you will with him. I should have failed in my duty had I kept 
silence about this. For the idea might even come into his head 
one day — since he thinks he was unjustly imprisoned — ^to shoot 
at your Holiness. His is a spirit too untamed and too sure of 
itself. When he killed Pompeo, he struck him twice in the 
throat with his dagger, though ten men were about him; and 
then made off — to their disgrace: yet were they men of worth 
and standing.” 

cxiii. While these words were being spoken, the gentleman of 
Santa Fiore’s household, with whom I had had words, was 
present, and he confirmed to the Pope all his son had said. The 
Pope, swelling with rage, said not a word. Now I shall not be 
behindhand in speaking up for myself justly and truly con- 
cerning the affair m question. This gentleman of Santa Fiore 
came to me one day, and brought me a little gold ring, which 
was all stained with quicksilver, sa>ing, “Brighten up this 
ring for me, and make haste about it.” Now I had in hand a 
great many important works in gold and jewels. Besides, I was 
rufUed at hearing myself ordered about so arrogantly by one 
to whom I had never spoken before, nor even seen. So I told 
him I had no burnisher by me just then, and advised him to 
take the thing elsewhere. Then, for no reason in the world, he 
told me I was an ass. To which I answered that he did not speak 
the truth; and that on every count I was a better man than he; 
but that if he roused me, I would kick him harder than any 
donkey. He went and told talcs of me to the Cardinal, painting 
me like the very devil. Two days after this, I was shooting 
behind the palace at a wood-pigeon brooding in a hole in the 
wall very high up. I had seen a goldsmith, Giovan Francesco 
della Tacca, a Milanese, shooting several times at the same 
bird; but he never brought it down. On this particular day the 
pigeon showed just its head; for it was suspicious after being 
shot at so often. Now Giovan Francesco and I were rivals in 
shooting wild birds; and certain friends of mine, who were in 
my shop at the time, called to me, sa\ing, “ Look, up there is 
Giovan Francesco della Tacca’s pigeon, at which he has shot 
so often. Now see how suspicious the poor creature is; it will 
hardly show its head.” Raising my eyes, I answered, “That 
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little bit of head is mark enough for me^ if the bird waits till 
I get aim at it.” The gentlemen declared that the inventor of 
the gun himself could not do it; but I insisted. “Go and fetch 
a flask of mine host Palombo’s good Greek wine,” said I; “and 
I wager if the bird but waits till I cover it with my wonderful 
Broccardo (so was my gun called), 111 hit that little bit of head 
it shows.” Then taking aim, without any rest for my arms, 
I did what I had promised, and without a thought in my mind 
of the Cardinal or any one else. Indeed I looked on the Cardinal 
as a great friend of mine. Thus let the world observe, when 
Fortune is resolved to wreck a man’s career, how various are 
the ways she takes ! 

The Pope swelled and muttered in his rage, and stayed there 
turning over his son’s story in his mind. 

cxiv. Two days after this, Cardinal Cornaro went to ask the 
Pope for a bishopric for one of his gentlemen, called Messer 
Andrea Centano. It is true the Pope had promised him a bishop- 
ric, and one was now vacant. And when the Cardinal reminded 
him, his Holiness said that such was the truth, and he was 
quite willing; but that he also desired a favour, namely, that 
his lordship should give Benvenuto into his hands. Then the 
Cardinal replied, “ Oh, since you have pardoned him, and given 
him up to me as a free man, what will the world say of your 
Holiness and of me? ” The Pope answered, “ I want Benvenuto; 
you want the bishopric. Let them say what they like.” The good 
Cardinal still begged for the bishopric; but, for the rest, bade 
his Hofiness reflect, and then do whatever was in his mind"^nd 
power to do. The Pope, somewhat ashamed of betraying his 
word, said, “I will send for Benvenuto, and, just for my own 
satisfaction, I will put him down there in the rooms of my 
secret garden, where he can do his best to get well, and no 
hindrance shall be put in the way of his friends coming to see 
him. Also I will pay his expenses till this whim passes out of 
my head.” The Cardinal returned home, and at once sent me 
a message by his friend who wa5 looking for the bishopric; how 
the Pope wished to have me back again in his hands, but that 
I should be lodged in one of the lower chambers of the secret 
garden, and be free to see whomsoever I liked, just as in his 
house. I entreated Messer Andrea to have the goodness to beg 
the Cardinal not to surrender me to the Pope, but to let me 
manage the affair. I should have myself wrapped in my bedding 
and taken to a sure place outside Rome. For if he gave me up, 
he was sending me to certain death. They say the Cardinal, 
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when he heard what I asked^ would willingly have consented. 
But Messer Andrea, to whom the bishopric was a matter of 
much concern, made known our plan. Ilis Holiness sent for me 
immediately, and had me housed, as he had said, in one of the 
lower rooms in his secret garden. The Cardinal warned me to 
eat nothing provided by the Pope, promising to supply me with 
food; and ^ding that what he had done he had been driven to. 
I was to keep a good heart, he said; and he would help me to 
regain my freedom. While matters stood thus, I had visits 
every day, and fine offers were made to me by many great 
gentlemen. Food was sent by the Pope, but I never touched it, 
eating only what came from the Cardinal Cornaro^s table. And 
so I stayed like this for a space. 

Now among my friends was a young Greek of five-and-twenty, 
a very vigorous young fellow, and the finest swordsman in 
Rome; rather lacldng in courage, perhaps, but a most faithful- 
hearted, honest creature, and very credulous. He had heard of 
the Pope’s saying he would make up to me for all my troubles. 
Now it was indeed the truth that his Holiness had said so in 
the beginning; but afterwards he spoke very differently. So 
I took this young Greek into my confidence, and said to him, 
“Dearest brother, those people have the wickedest designs on 
me, so that now is the time to help me. Do they think that 1 
am unaware of their intentions, that I do not know their 
extraordinary favours to be a mere blind?” The good young 
fellow replied, “Benvenuto, my friend, in Rome the rumour 
runs that the Pope has given you an office worth five hundred 
crowns. Therefore I entreat you not to let this suspicion of yours 
lose you such a good thing.” Nevertheless I begged him, and 
with my arms I made a cross to strengthen my entreaty, to get 
me out of this place. Well I knew that it was in the power of 
such a Pope to do me much good; yet I also knew for a cxjrtainty 
lie was planning secretly to do me an ill turn, without risk to his 
good name. Therefore 1 begged my friend to act quickly, and 
do his best to save me from my enemies. If only he got me out 
of this in the way I could tell him, ever after I should consider 
I owed my life to him, and should spend it for him in his need. 
This poor young man wept and said, “ 0 my dear brother, you 
are bent on your own ruin; yet I cannot but do your bidding. 
Therefore tell me your plan, and I will do all you say, though 
against my own will.” Thus it was arranged; and I explained 
to him the whole scheme, which might very easily have been 
successful. But when I was expecting liim to carry it out, he 



i8o THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

came to say that^ for my own safety, he was going to disobey 
me, believing fully what he had heard from men who were in 
the Pope’s confidence, and who, he said, knew the real state 
of my case. He had been my only stand-by; and now 1 remained 
wretched and despairing. This was the day of the Corpus 
Domini of the year 1539. 

cxv. After tins discussion the whole day passed away; and 
at night there came from the Pope’s kitchen an abundant 
supply of food, as well as excellent provision from the Cardinal 
Cornaro’s table. And some friends of mine happening to come 
in, I made them stay to supper. I was in bed with my leg in 
splints, yet I made good cheer with them, so that they stayed 
on. About an hour after sundown they left me; and two of my 
servants settled me for the night, and then lay down in the 
antechamber. Now I had a hairy dog as black as a mulberry. 
He was of the greatest use to me when I went shooting; and 
now he kept close to me all the time. That night he lay under 
my bed, and during the hours that followed I Ciallcd my servant 
three times to take him out, for he was howling terribly. When 
the servants came, the dog threw himself on them, and would 
have bitten them. They were terrified, and feared he was mad, 
for he never stopped howling. So the night went on till the 
fourth hour. Just on the stroke of four, the Bargello with his 
band came into my room. The dog rushed out, flew at them 
with such fury, tearing their clothes and their hosen, and 
terrif3dng them so that they thought he was mad. But 
Bargello, a man of experience, said, “Good dogs by instinct 
always divine and predict any harm threatening their masters. 
Here, two of you drive ofi the creature with sticks. You others, 
meanwhile., bind Benvenuto to this chair, and bring him you 
know where.” As I have said, this happened on the night after 
the Corpus Domini, about the fourth hour. All muffled about 
with wraps, I was carried off, four of the guards walking in 
front, to scatter the few persons who were still about the streets. 
Thus they brought me to the Torre di Nona — so it is called — 
and put me into the condemned cell. Laying me down on a bit 
of a mattress, they gave me in charge to one of the warders, 
who all night long condoled with me on my evil fortune, saying, 
“Alas, poor Benvenuto! what have you done to set those people 
against you? ” By this I was left in little doubt as to my fate, 
the place being what it was, and tliis man having warned me. 
I spent a portion of that night in agonised conjecture as to, 
why it had pleased God so to punish me; and because I could 
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think of no reason^ I was much disturbed. The guard set to 
comforting me as well as he knew. But I entreated him, for the 
love of God, to be silent, and to leave me alone, so that I might 
the more speedily and the better possess my soul. He promised 
to do so. Then turning my whole heart towards God, I bought 
Him most devoutly to receive me into His kingdom. I had, 
indeed, murmured; but it was at the thought of leaving this 
world in such a fashion, while I was quite innocent, so far as 
the ordinary laws were concerned. True, 1 had committed 
homicides ; but God*s Vicar had called me from my own country 
and pardoned me, by his own authority, and in the name of the 
laws; and what I had done had been done in defence of that 
body which His Divine Majesty had lent to me, so that I could 
not own that I deserved this death, having regard to the con- 
ditions under which we live in the world. It seemed to me that 
I was in the position of unlucky persons walking in the streets, 
when a stone falls from some great height on their head and 
kills them, which may be clearly assigned to the influence of 
the stars. Not that he stars in any way plot against us, to do 
us or good or ill; but these accidents come to pass through their 
conjunction, to which we are subject. Yet, I reflected, I know 
I have free will; and if my faith were active and devout, I am 
very certain that the angels of heaven would bear me out of 
this prison, and would bring me to a sure refuge from all my 
troubles. But since God thinks me unworthy of such a favour, 
it is clear that celestial influences work out their malignity 
on me. This struggle lasted for a time. Then I became calm, 
and ere long I fell asleep. 

cxvi. When the dawn broke, the warder woke me and said, 
“0 unlucky man, yet undeserving of your fate! There is no 
more time for sleep. One has come with ill news for you.*’ Then 
I answered, “The sooner I am out of this prison of the world, 
the happier for me, the more that I am sure my soul has found 
salvation, and that I die innocent. Christ, glorious and divine, 
makes me companion of His disciples and His friends, who like 
Him were wrongly put to death. I, too, unjustly am sent to 
my death; and I thank God devoutly for the same. Why does 
he not appear who brings me my sentence?” Then answered 
the warder, “He is too sorry for you, and he weeps.” So I called 
him by his own name, which was Benedetto da Cagli, saying, 
“Come forward, Messer Benedetto, my friend, for now I am 
most well disposed and resigned. I glory much more, dying 
thus unjustly, than if I had been deserving of such a fate. 
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Come hither, I beg you; and grant me a priest, that I may speak 
a word or two with him — ^although. I have no need of this, for 
I have already made holy confession to my Lord God. Yet 
fain would I observe what Holy Mother Church has commanded 
us; for though she has done me this hideous wrong, I freely 
pardon her. So come, friend Benedetto; hasten to tell me your 
message, while I am still in this devout mood.” 

When I had said these words, the worthy man told the guard 
to lock the door on me in the meanwhile; for without him the 
business could not be done. Then he went of! to the house of 
Signor Her Luigi's wife, who had with her the Duchess I have 
already spoken of. And presenting himself to them, he said, 
'*My most illustrious mistress, be pleased, I beg you, for the 
love of God, to ask the Pope to send another man to speak the 
sentence on Benvenuto, and carry out my office; for I renounce 
it, and never will I fulfil it.” Then sighing, and in greatest 
grief of heart, he went away. The Duchess knitted her brows, 
as she said, ‘^This is the fine justice administered in Rome by 
the Vicar of God! The Duke, my former husband, had the 
highest opinion of this man, for his worth and his talents. He 
never wished him to return to Rome, but holding him very 
dear, he desired to keep him near his person.” Then she went 
off with angry mutterings on her lips. The wife of Signor Pier 
Luigi, who was called the Signora Jerolima, then repaired to 
the Pope; and throwing herself on her knees before him, in the 
presence of several cardinals, spoke so impressively that she 
brought a blush to his cheek. “ For your sake,” he replied, ‘‘ive 
will let him be — though we never wished him harm.” But he 
only said so because the -cardinals had heard the appeal of this 
wonderful and spirited lady. 

In the ‘meantime I remained in the greatest anxiety, my 
heart beating violently all the while. Hardly less anxious were 
the men on whom the horrid duty would have fallen. But when 
dinner time had passed, they all went about their other busi- 
ness, and food was brought to me likewise. In my astonishment 
I said, “Now has truth been stronger than the malignity of 
the celestial influences. And I pray God that it may please 
Him to save me from the fury of this tempest.” Then I began 
to eat; and just as resolutely as I had made up my mind to the 
worst, so now did I bravely hope for good fortune. I dined 
heartily; and not a soul came near me till one hour of the 
night, when the Bargello arrived wnth a good part of his men, , 
and had me put back in the chair in which, the night before. 
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he had brought me to this place. On the way he spoke most 
kindly to me, telling me to fear nothing; and ordering his men 
to avoid jostling my broken leg, and to take care of me as of 
their own eyes. So they did; and brought me to the castle 
whence I had escaped; and when we were at the top of the 
keep, they locked me into a cell opening on a little court there 
for a while. 

cxvii. Meantime the castellan had himself brought to the 
place where I was; and the poor afflicted man said to me, “See, 
I have got you again.” “Yes,” said I, “but you must own that 
I did escape as I told you. And if I had not Ixjen sold— on the 
Pope’s word, too — for a bishopric, by a Venetian Cardinal and 
a Roman Farnese, who both spat in the face of the most sacred 
laws, you would never have caught me again. Rut now, since they 
have set out on this evil road, do your worst. Everything in the 
world is the same to me.” Then the poor man began to cry 
aloud, “Alas, alas! he does not care whether he lives or dies; 
and he is more audacious than when he was well. Put him down 
there below the garden, and never speak of him again; for he 
will be the death of me!” 

I was then taken to a dark cell under the garden. Water 
covered the floor, and it was full of tarantulas and venomous 
worms, A wretched mattress of hemp was thrown down on the 
ground for me. I was given no supper that night; and there 
was I left behind four locked doors. So I reinaineJ till the 
nineteenth hour of the next day. When at last they brought 
me something to eat, I asked the warders to let me have some 
of my books to read. Not a word did they answer; but they 
handed on my request to the poor castellan, who asked what 
I had said. Next morning I was given my Bible in the vulgar 
tongue, and another book which contained the Chronicles of 
Giovanni Villani. When I asked for certain others, I was told 
I should have no more, and that I had too many already. 

And so in this unhappy state 1 continued, lying on the 
wretched damp mattress, which in three days’ time was soaked 
through and through. 1 could barely move because of my 
broken leg; and when I wished to get out of bed for my naturd 
needs, I crawled on hands and knees with the greatest difficulty 
in order not to befoul the place where I slept. For an hour and 
a half each day a fairtt reflection of light entered my miserable 
dungeon by a tiny hole; and only during that little time could 
I read. The rest of the day and night I waited patiently in the 
darkness; nor were thoughts of God and of our human frailty 
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ever far from me. I was certain that in a few brief days I should 
here, and in these conditions, end my unhappy life. Yet as best 
I could I comforted myself, thinking how much worse it would 
have been to have met my death by a blow of the executioner^s 
horrid knife: whereas now I should pass away as if drugged to 
sleep, which made death seem much easier. Little by little I 
felt the flame of my life dying down, till my fine constitution 
accommodated itself to the purgatory. After I felt that it had 
become adapted and inured to circumstances, I made up my 
mind calmly to bear my terrible sufferings while strength enough 
remained. 

cxviii. I began the Bible from the beginning, reading and 
pondering it devoutly; and so fascinated was I by its study 
that, if I had been able, I should never have done anything 
else save pore over it. But as light failed me, then the burden 
of all my troubles came upon me, and tore so at my heart, 
that many a time I resolved to do away with myself in one 
way or another. Only, as they gave me no knife, it was not 
easy to find the means. Once, however, I took a great beam of 
wo^ I found lying in my cell, and poised it like a trap, intending 
it should fall on my head, which would certainly have crushed 
me to death on the spot. But when I had got the whole thing 
ready, and was making a movement to shake it down, just as 
I was about to put my hand to it, I was seized by some invisible 
thing and thrown iour cubits’ length from the place; and so 
terrified was I that I lay half dead; and there I stopped till 
the nineteenth hour, when they brought me my dinner.^They 
must have come several times without my hearing them; for 
when I became conscious, I heard Sandrino Monaldi, who had 
entered, saying, "0 unhappy man! See the end of such rare 
talent!” When these words reached me, I opened my eyes, 
and saw priests with their robes on, who said, ‘*0h, you told 
us he was dead!” And Bozza answered, “Dead I found him; 
and so I told you.” Then they raised me up, lifted the mattress 
which was pulpy, just like a mess of macaroni, and threw it 
out of the room. When they described my condition to the 
castellan, he ordered me another mattress. Afterwards, when 
I pondered what it might have been that turned me back 
from such a deed, I felt I had been visited by some power 
divine, my guardian angel. 

cxix. Next night there appeared to me itf a dream a wonderful 
being, in the shape of a l^autiful youth, who reproached n>e, 
saying, “ Dost thou know who lent thee that body which thou 
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wouldst have destroyed before its time?"' I seemed to make 
answer that I recognised everything as coming from the God 
of Nature. Then said he, “Dost thou despise His works, seeking 
thus to spoil them ? Let Him be thy guide, and never lose hope 
in His great power.” And much other excellent counsel he gave 
me, of which I do not remember the thousandth part. So I 
began to reflect that this angel had, indeed, told me the truth. 
Casting my eyes round the prison, I saw some bits of crumbling 
brick, and by rubbing one piece against another, I contrived 
to make a little paste. Then I crawled to the door of my prison, 
and bit off a little splinter from the sharp edge. I waited until 
the light came into my cell, which was from twenty and a half 
to twenty-one and a half of the day. Then I began to write, 
as well as I could, on some blank pages of my Bible a reproof 
to the revolting spirits that rule my intellect, which had refused 
any longer to bear this life. They, on their part, replied to my 
body, setting forward their suffering as excuse; and then the 
body gave them hope of good to come. So, in dialogue fonn, 
I wrote — 

The Body. 

Afflicted spirits iniue! Ah, lend 
An ear. How cruel your hate of life I 

The Spirits. 

If Heaven and you contend, 

Who is our champion in the strife? 

Then stay us not : we seek a better life. 

The Body. 

Ah, go not yet, I pray! 

Heaven h<.>lds before your face 

Such joys as in the past you ne’er did know. 

The spirits . 

Still a few hours we stay, 

If the great God concede to you such grace 
As brings us not a heavier load of woe. 

My vigour came back once again, now that I had thus com- 
forted myself; and I wxnt on reading my Bible. My eyes had 
become so accustomed to the darkness that, whereas at first 
I could only read an hour and a half, now I read three whole 
hours. Marvelling greatly, I pondered the force of God's strength 
in those so simple men, who believed with utmost fervour that 
God would grant them the desire of their hearts. I, too, looked 
forward to the help of God, depending on His divine strength 
and mercy, and likewise on my own innocence. Thus all the 
time these high thoughts stayed by me; mid now I talked with 
N 
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Him. And such delight did I begin to feel in this communion, 
that I did not remember any more my sufferings in the past; 
but all day long I sang psalms and many other verses I had 
made in His praise. 

One thing, however, gave me great trouble, and that was the 
growth of my nails; for whenever I touched myself I made a 
wound, and I could not dress without their either turning in- 
wards or outwards, and causing me much suffering. Also my 
teeth were decaying in my mouth. I became aware of this 
when the dead teeth were shoved up by the living ones, and 
little by little the gums were pierced, and the sharp points of 
the roots came through their cases. When I saw this, I drew 
them out one after the other, like knives from their scabbards, 
writhout pain or blood. However, I got used to these fresh troubles 
and annoyances. Sometimes I sang, sometimes I prayed, and 
sometimes I wrote with the brick paste I have mentioned. It 
was then I began a Capitolo in praise of my prison, telling 
all the accidents that had hapiMjned to me. Tins Capitolo shall 
be written down in its own place. 

cxx. The good castellan sent often privately to know what 
I was doing. Now on the last day of July I was in very good 
heart, there all by myself, remembering the great feast that is 
wont to be held in Rome on the ist of August. “In past years,*' 
I said, “I kept this pleasant feast amidst the vanities of the 
world. This year I shall hold it contemplating the divinity of 
God. Oh, how much happier am I now than then! ” These words 
of nune were reported to the castellan, who was vexed beyond 
measure, and said, “0 God, he thrives and triumphs in the 
midst of all his sufferiiv^s; while I am wretched in the midst 
of plenty! I die, and his is the fault. Go at once and put him 
in the lowest dungeon of all, where the Preacher Foiano was 
starved to death. Perhaps when he sees himself in such evil 
case, he will be less merry!’* 

So there came to my prison Captain Sandrino Monaldi, with 
about twenty of the castellan’s servants. They found me on 
my knees, and I did not move at their entrance; for I was 
praying before a God-the-Fathcr with angels around, and a 
Christ rising victorious, which I had drawn on the wall with a 
piece of charcoal I had found amongst a heap of earth in my 
cell. Now I had lain four months on my back on account of my 
brokeo leg, and had dreamt so often that the angels came to 
cure me, that by this lime it had grown as strong as if it had 
never been broken. Well, now these men came towards me, all 
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armed, and as much afraid as if I had been a venomous dragon. 
Then the Captain spoke: “You know we are here, and in our 
numbers, for we came in with noise enough; and yet you do not 
turn round to greet us.’* When I heard these words, my mind 
ran at once to the greater evil which might happen to me; but 
misfortune and I being old and constant friends, I said to them, 
“To the God Who bears me up, to the Heavenly One I have 
turned my soul, my contemplation, and all my vital forces, 
lo you I turn just what belongs to you; for what is good in me 
you are not worthy to look on, nor can you touch it. But do 
to that which is yours whatever you may.” The Captain was 
in a fright; and not knowing what I might do, he cried to four 
of the stoutest, “Lay down all your weapons.” As soon as they 
had done so, he said, “Now throw yourselves on him — quick 
—quick — ^and seize him! Is he the devil that so many of us 
should tremble before him? Hold him fast that he may not 
escape!” Then I was seized with brutal violence; and looking 
for something much worse than what actually happened, I 
lifted my eyes lu v and said, “0 God of Justice, on that 
high cross of Thine, didst Thou not pay all our debts? Why 
then has my innocence to pay the debts of some unknown 
sinner? Nevertheless, Thy will be done.” 

In the meantime they were carrying me away with a huge 
lighted torch; and I felt sure they were going to throw me down 
the Sammal6 oubliette. Such is the name of a place which has 
engulfed many a living man; and they fall down, down, into 
a deep hole in the foundations of the castle. But this did not 
happen. So I thought I was exceedingly lucky when they put 
me in that horrid dungeon of which I have spoken, the one 
where Foiano died of hunger. There they left me without doing 
me any further hurt. 

When 1 was alone, I began to sing a De profundis damavi, 
a Miserere, and In U Domttie speravi. And thus it was I kept 
that ist of August feast with God, my heart rejoicing all the 
time in hope and faith. On the second day they drew me out 
of that hole, and brought me back again to the cell where I 
had drawn God’s image on the wall. When I got back there, 
I was overcome with weeping for the sweetness of my joy. 
After that the castellan would have news every day of what 
I did and said. 

Now the doctors had already given up all hope of saving his 
life; and the Pope, who had heard the whole story, said, “ Before 
my castellan dies, I am willing to let him get rid of Benvenuto 
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in whatever way he likes; for he is the cause of his death, and 
he shall not die unavenged.” These words being reported to 
him by Duke Pier Luigi, the castellan cried, “So now the Pope 
gives me Benvenuto, and would have me take my revenge on 
him? Think no more about the matter; leave it to me.” If the 
Pope in his heart harboured malice against me, revenge and 
bitterness raged in that of the castellan at that moment. Just 
then the invisible guardian, who had kept me from taking my 
own life, came to me. I could not see him, but he stood by me, 
lifted me up from the depths, and said in a clear voice, “Ah, 
me ! Benvenuto, my friend, make haste. Assail God with thy 
wonted prayers, and cry aloud to Him!” Seized with sudden 
fright, I sank on my knees, and recited prayer after prayer 
in a loud voice, adding at the end the Qui hahitai in adjutorio. 
Then I talked with God for a space. And all at once the firm, 
clear voice said, “Go now and rest, and have no fear.” 

Now tliis is what had happened. After the castellan had 
given a most brutal order for my death, all at once he withdrew 
it, saying, “Is he not Benvenuto whom I have defended so 
stoutly, and of whose innocence I am quite certain, knowing 
as 1 do all this cruelty is wrought on him unjustly? Oh, how can 
God ever ha\'e pity on me and on my sins, if I do not pardon 
those who have done me the greatest wrongs ? Oh, why should 
I hurt a good innocent man, w’ho has done me service and 
honour? Go to! instead of killing him, I will give him life and 
liberty; and I shall leave it written in my testament that^no 
one is to ask him a single farthing of the great expenses I have 
undergone for him, which otherwise he would have to pay.” 
Now this came to the ears of the Pope, and he was very angry. 

exxi. Meanwhile I continued to pray, and w’cnt on writing 
my Capitolo. And every night I dreamt the most gladsome 
and pleasant dreams imaginable. I alwa^^ seemed to be in the 
company of that spirit, who had been invisible, but whom I 
now saw, and whose voice I continued to hear. I asked but one 
sole grace of him; and that I begged with all my heart, that 
he would bring me where I could see the sun. This, I said, was 
the only desire I had, and if I could but see it, then I should 
die content. By this time all the annoyances I had to endure in 
my prison had become even as my friends and companions; 
none of them disturbed me any more. Yet there were minions 
of the castellan who were looking for him to hang me from the 
battlement from whence I had climbed down, as I have told- 
you; and when they saw how their master had resolved on just 
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the opposite, they could not bear it; and all the time they 
kept inventing new terrors for me, so that T might never cease 
trembling, and ever feel that death was at hand. But, as I say, 
I had grown so accustomed to all these things, that I feared 
none of them; and the one desire that stirred within me was 
to see the sphere of the sun in my dreams. So did I pray without 
ceasing; and my heart went out to Christ, crying continually, 
“ 0 true Son of God, I pray Thee by Thy birth, by Thy death 
upon the Cross, and Thy glorious resurrection, grant me to see 
the sun, if not otherwise, at least in dreams. But if Thou renderest 
me worthy to see it with these mortal eyes, I promise to go a 
pilgrimage to Thy Holy Sepulchre.” This vow and these my 
most earnest prayers, I made to God on the 2nd day of October 
1539. Next morning, which was the 3rd of October, I awoke 
at dawn, almost an hour before the rising of the sun; and 
getting up from my wretched lair, I put on a covering, for it 
had begun to be cold, and then prayed more devoutly than 
ever I had done before, beseeching Christ to grant me at least 
such grace as .Jiunu reveal to me the sin of mine for which 
I wiis undergoing this sore penance; and since His Divine 
Majesty had not thought me worthy to see the sun even in my 
dreams, I begged Him, in the name of His great power and 
virtue, to make known to me the reason of my punishment. 

exxii. When I had said these words, 1 was tak^n up and 
carried away by that invisible power, like a wind, and brought 
into a place where tlie unknown being manifested himself visibly 
in human form, in the shape of a youth scarce bearded, wondrous 
fair of face, but austere, and no wanton. And in that place he 
pointed some out to me, saying, “This great company of men 
you see are those who from the beginning of time have been 
born into the world, and then have died.” Whereat I asked 
him why he brought me here; and he made answer, “Come 
with me, and soon you shall know.” Now in my hand I carried 
a dagger, and I wore a coat of mail. He led me through the 
spacious place, and showed me folk in their infinite thousands, 
walking some this way and some the other. Still he led me on, 
and then stepped in front of me through a little doorway into 
what seemed a narrow street. I found myself disarmed, and 
I was in a white shirt with nothing on my head, and walking 
on my companion’s right hand. Seeing myself like this, I was 
full of wonder, for I did not know the street. Lifting my eyes, 
I saw that the light of the sun was beating on a wall, like a 
house front, above my head. Then I exclaimed, “Oh, friend, 
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what must I do to rise high enough to see the very sphere of 
the sun?” And he pointed out to me some great stairs upon 
my right hand; and said, “Go that way, and alone.” So I went 
on by myself. I mounted the stairs backwards, and little by 
little became aware of the nearness of the sun. I hastened my 
steps, and went on still in this fashion, till I perceived the 
whole sphere of the sun. Now the force of its rays made me 
instinctively close my eyes. Perceiving my error, however, I 
opened them and looked straight at the light, and said, “ 0 sun, 
my friend, whom I have so longed for! Never again would I see 
aught else, though thy rays blind me.” Thus I stood for a space 
with my eyes firmly fixed on it, till suddenly the full force of the 
great rays were cast upon the left of the orb, which then re- 
mained clear and rayless; and with infinite gladness did I behold 
it, for it seemed to me a most marvellous thing that the rays 
were thus removed. I stayed to ponder on the Grace Divine 
I had received that morning from God; and I cried aloud, 
“0 wonderful power of Thine! 0 glorious virtue! How much 
more grace Thou grantest me than e’er I looked for!” This 
rayless sun appeared to me not more nor less than a bath of 
purest liquid gold. W hile I was considering this marvel, I saw 
sometliing grow from the middle of the sphere; and gradually 
the growth took shape, and in an instant it was a Christ upon 
the Cross, made of the stuff of the sun itself. Such grace was in 
His benign iispcct, that the mind of man could not imagine a 
myriadth part of it. And wliile I was contemplating the wonder, 
I cried aloud, “A miracle! A miracle! 0 God! O clemency of 
Thine, 0 Virtue infinite ! W’hat wonders hast Thou granted me 
to see this day!” Whil'e I stood in this ec«;tasy, Christ moved 
towards that part whither had travelled the rays; and the 
centre of the sun swelled out anew; and as it grew, it took shape 
in a Madonna of marvellous beauty. She was sitting on a high 
throne with her Son in her arms, in sweetest attitude, and with 
a smile upon her face. On this side and on that was an angel of 
such marvellous beauty that imagination does not reach thereto. 
1 saw also within the sun, on the right, a figure clad like a 
priest. He kept his back to me, and turned his face towards 
the Madonna and the Christ. All these things I saw true, clear, 
and living ; and all the time I kept crying aloud my praise to the 
glory of God. This wonderful thing had been before my eyes 
but a few minutes when it vanished; and I was thrust back to 
my wretched lair. Then did I exclaim, “ By the virtue of God 
I have been deemed worthy to see His glory, which maybe no 
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mortal eye hath ever seen before. Wherefore by this I know 
that I am free and happy and protected by God’s grace; and 
you villains shall villains still remain, unhappy and under the 
ban of the Almighty. Hearken to what I say now; for I have 
assurance that at four of the night following on All Saints* 
Day, which was the day J came into the world (namely, the 
first of November of the year 1500), you will be compelled to 
take me out of this dark dungeon; nor will >ou be able to help 
yourselves. For I have seen it with mine own eyes wnit plain 
upon the throne of God. That priest with his face tow^ards God, 
and his back to me, was the Blessed Peter, who was pleading 
my cause; for he was shamed that in his house Christians should 
suffer such cruel wrongs. So tell whoever you will, that no one 
has the power to do me further hurt; and tell the lord who 
keeps me here that, if he will send me either wax or paper, 
by which I can show forth the Glory of God revealed unto 
me, then of a surety I shall make clear to him what mayhap 
he now holds in <^onbt.*’ 

cxxiii. Although the doctors had no hope of sa\ing the 
castellan’s life, yet he remained sane in mind; for those mad 
humours w'hich were wont to afflict him every year, w'ere utterly 
departed. Ilis one thought was now the saving of his soul; and 
his conscience gnawed him, for it was much on his mind that I 
had suffered, and was still suffering, a very great wTong. He let 
the Pope know the great things of which I spoke; but his 
Holiness sent back the answer of one who believes neither in 
God nor in anything else: that I was mad, and that he should 
give all his mind to the care of his own health. When the 
castellan heard the Pope’s reply, he sent me words of comfort, 
and supplied me with writing materials, with wax also, and 
some little wooden modelling tools, and sent kind messages 
besides, which were delivered by one of his servants who was 
a good friend of mine; just the opposite, in fact, of that other 
band of rascals, who would have liked to see me dead. With 
the paper and the wax I began to employ myself, and while 
I worked, I wrote this sonnet to the castellan — 

My lord, if I to you the truth could show 
Of light eternal unto me reveal’d, 

In this low life, such faith to me you’d yield 
As scarce on a high emperor you'd bestow. 

If the great Pastor of the Church could know 
Mine eyes have seen God’s glory without shield, 

Glory from cvei y other soul conceal’d 
Till it has left this i calm of bitter woe, 
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The gates of holv Justice you would see 
Roll back, and impious Fury sudden fall 
Helpless and bound, protesting to the skies. 

Had I but light — but light! Ah me! 

To carve iny vision on the heavenly wall, 

Then should I all my other griefs despise. 

exxiv. When next day the castellan^s servant, who was fond 
of me, brought me my food, I gave him this sonnet written out : 
and, without telling those other evil-minded servants who had 
an ill will to me, he handed it to his master. The castellan would 
willingly have let me go free, for he had the notion that the 
wrong done to me was the chief cause of his dying. Taking the 
sonnet, he read it more than once, and said, “These are neither 
the words nor the conceits of a madman, but of a good honest 
man*’; and at once he ordered one of his secretaries to take it 
to the Pope, to give it into his own hands, and beg him to let 
me go free. While the secretary was carrying the sonnet to the 
Pope, the castellan sent me lights both for the day and for the 
night, and every comfort which could be looked for in that 
place. So I began to recover from my weakness, which had 
become very serious. The Pope read the sonnet several times. 
Then he sent word to the castellan that ere long he would do 
what would please liim. And, indeed, his Holiness would have 
willingly let me go then; but Signor Pier Luigi, his son, almost 
in defiance of his father, kept me there by force. 

The death of the castellan w^as drawing near. While I jvae 
designing and sculpting the marvellous miracle I have related 
on the morning of All Saints* Day, he sent Piero Ugolini hii 
nephew to show me some jewels. As s(;on as I saw them, I cricc 
out: “This is the countersign of my deliverance.” Whereupon 
the young man, who was somewhat slow-witted, said, “Don’t 
be counting on that, Benvenuto.** Then I answered, “Take 
away your jewels; for I am .so ill-treated here that I have not 
light enough in this black cell ; and without light it is 
impossible to discern the quality of the stones. But as to 
getting out of prison, before this day is done you will come to 
take me out of it. And this is fated; you cannot help yourself." 
Then he went away, and the key was turned on me again. But 
after he had been gone more than two hours by the clock, he 
came back for me without an armed guard, with only two lads 
who helped me to walk. Thus I was brought into the spacious 
apartment which T had in the Ixginning (that is in 1538), and 
was given all the comforts I could wish for. 
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cxxv. A few days after, the castellan — who thought I was 
out of prison and free — pressed hard by liis mortal malady, 
passed from this present life. His place was taken by his brother 
Messer Antonio Ugolini, who had given the castellan to under- 
stand that he had let me go. This Messer Antonio, so far as 
I understood, had the authority of the Pope to let me remain 
in this spacious prison till he should tell him what was to be 
done with me. Now Messer Durante of Brescia, whom I have 
already spoken of, arranged with the soldier, who had been an 
apothecary in Prato, to give me some liquid poison in my food. 
It was not meant to work suddenly, but to take effect in four 
or five months. But in the end they made up their minds to 
mix diamond dust with my meat. In itself it is not poisonous 
at all; but being extraordinarily hard, its sharply-pointed angles 
do not become rounded when it is reduced to powder, as would 
be the case with other stones. Only the diamond keeps its sharp 
edge, so that, if it enters the stomach along with food, during 
the process of d^r^stion it sticks to the coats of the stomach 
and the bowels, ano as the new food comes ever pushing forward, 
it is not long before it pierces them, and death is the result; 
whereas no other kind of stone or glass sticks to the organs, 
but goes on its way with the food. So now this Messer Durante 
gave a diamond of small value to one of the warders; and it 
is said that a certain Lione, a goldsmith of .\rezzo, and a great 
enemy of mine, was given the pounding of it. Now Lione was 
very poor, and the diamond might have been w'orth some 
dozens of crowns. Well, he gave the w^arder to understand that 
the dust he returned to him was really this diamond pounded 
and ready to be administered to me. So that morning — it 
happened to be a Friday — they put it into all my victuals. 1 was 
given it in salad, in sauce, and in soup. T set to with a hearty 
appetite, for the night before I had fasted, and this was a feast 
day. It is quite true that I felt my teeth crunching the food, 
but the thought of such a piece of rascality never entered my 
head. When 1 had finished dinner, a little salad was left on the 
plate, and my eyes happened to fall on some very fine splinters 
among the rcmiiins. 1 took them at once to the light of the 
window; and while I w^as looking at them, I remembered that 
my food had crunched under my teeth that morning more than 
usual. After examining them well, I came to the conclusion 
that, as far as my eyes could judge, they were particles of 
diamond dust. I gave myself up at once for dead. Sorrow and 
devotion mingled in my heart as I hastened to my prayers. 
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Thus facing my certain death, for a whole hour I entreated God 
in prayer, and thanked Him for a death so mild. Since my 
stars had thus ruled my fate, I thought I was fortunate to get 
out of life by this easy road. I felt a deep contentment, and 
blessed the world and the time I had lived in it. Now I was 
returning to a better land, by ttfe grace of God, which I felt 
quite sure I had won. 

While these thoughts were running in my mind, I held in my 
hand some tiny grains of the supposed diamond; for, indeed, 
I thought it to be such. But hope never dies, and even now a 
faint vain glimmer of it led me on. So I took a small knife and 
some of the grains, and placed them on one of my prison bars. 
Then with great care I pressed the point of the knife heaWly 
on the grains, and felt them crumbling. Looking closer, I knew 
it was so. At once I wrapped myself about with new hope, and 
said, “This won’t do me much Wm, Messer Durante; it’s only 
a soft and worthless and quite harmless stone.” True, I had 
made up my mind to I^e calm and to die in peace; but I now 
changed my mind. First of all, however, I thanked God, and 
blessed poverty, which, though many times it brings about 
men’s death, was now the real cause of my escape. For, as 
I have told you, Messer Durante, my enemy, or whoever it was, 
gave a diamond worth more than a hundred crowns to be 
pounded. But Lionc, tempted by his poverty, kept it himself, 
and ground for me a citron-coloured beryl w'ortli two carlins, 
thinlung, probably, that any stone would have the same effect 
as a diamond. 

cxx\i. About this tin^e the Bishop of Pavia, brother of the 
Count of San Secondo, who was called Monsignor de’ Rossi of 
Parma, was imprisoned in the castle on account of some disputes 
that had taken place at Pavia. Now, as he was a great friend 
of mine, I put my head out of a hole in my prison, and called 
to him loud, telling him the rascals had given me a pounded 
diamond, meaning to kill me; and I sent him by one of his 
servants some of the dust which was left. But I did not tell 
him that I knew it was not diamond dust. I said that they had 
certainly poisoned me because my good friend the castellan 
was dead. So for the little time T still had to live, I begged him 
to give me one of his loaves every day; for I did not wish to 
eat anything more that came from them. He promised to send 
me food from his table. 

Messer Antonio, who was certainly not aware of the plot, 
made a great noise about it, and requested to be shown the 
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powdered stone^ thinkings like the rest, that it was really 
diamond dust. But afterwards, fearing that the Pope was the 
instigator of the plot, he let it pass as a mere trifle, when he had 
thought over the matter. After that I ate the food sent me by 
the Bishop; and continued writing my Capitolo on the prison, 
setting down each day, point by point, every new thing that 
happened to me. Now Messer Antonio sent me food as well, 
by the hand of Giovanni, the Prato apothecary I have men- 
tioned, who was here as a soldier. This man had a great ill will 
to me; indeed it was he who brought me the powdered diamond. 
So I told him I would eat nothing he brought me, unless he 
first ate some himself. He answered me that it was for Popes 
to have their food tasted. Whereupon I answered that, as 
noblemen are obliged to do this service to the Pope, he, a 
soldier, an apothecary, a mean Prato fellow, must not refuse 
to do it for a Florentine like me. He threw insolent words at 
me in reply; but 1 was a match for him in that. Messer Antonio, 
who was somewhat ashamed of the affair, especially as he 
intended making me pcty the expcmses of my keep — which the 
poor dead castellan had let me off- -employed another servant 
to bring my \’ictuals. This man, who was friendly to me, 
willingly tasted my food without arguing the point. He told me 
how the Pope was worried every day by Monsignor de Montluc, 
who was continually asking for me for his King; but that the 
Pope had little fancy to give me up; and that the Cardinal 
Farnese, formerly my patron and friend, had been heard to 
say that I need not count on getting out of prison yet a while. 
Thereupon I said I’d be out in despite of them all. Then the 
worthy fellow begged me to be quiet, and not let any one hear 
me saying such a thing, for it would be against me. He coun- 
selled me, since I had put my faith in God, to await His mercy 
in quietness. I answered him that the power of God had no 
need to tremble before the malice of the unjust. 

cxx\ii. A few days passed, and the Cardinal of Ferrara 
appeared in Rome. He went to do reverence to the Pope, 
who kept him so long that supper time came on; for liis Holi- 
ness, who was a very able man, wished to talk over French 
affairs at leisure with him. Now at table people say things 
which otherwise they would leave unsaid. So was it now. The 
great King Francis was always most liberal in his dealings; 
and the Cardinal, who knew his character well, made promises 
on his behalf far beyond the Pope’s expectations. So Ws Holi- 
ness was in high spirits about this. Besides, once a week, it was 
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his habit to indulge in a great debauch, alter which he vomited. 
So when the Cardinal saw the Pope was in a humour to confer 
favours, he asked for me in the name of his master with great 
insistence, bringing proof that King Francis liad a strong feeling 
in the matter. Then the Pope, knowing the moment for vomiting 
was at hand — ^and besides, his deep potations were also having 
their effect — said to the Cardinal with a great laugh, “You shall 
take him home with you this instant”; and having given express 
orders to this effect, he rose from the table. So the Cardinal 
sent for me at once, before Signor Pier Luigi should hear of it; 
for he certainly would have put a stop to my coming out. 'Fhe 
Pope’s messenger arrived along with two great noblemen be- 
longing to the suite of the Cardinal of Ferrara; and at past 
four of the night, they took me out of prison and brought me 
to their patron, who gave me the warmest welcome. There 
I was weU lodged, and I stayed in comfort. 

Messer Antonio, the castellan’s brother and substitute, forced 
me to pay all my expenses, and also the gratuities which the 
police officials and such like persons are used to expect in cases 
like mine; nor would he pay any heed to the directions left by 
the castellan on this head. The business cost me many scores 
of crowns; but the Cardinal said I must be prudent if I valued 
my life; and he told me that if he had not dug me out of prison 
that very evening, I should not have been released. Already he 
had heard that the Pope much lamented having let me go. 

cxxviii. I must now turn back a step to tell of certain cicr 
cumstances which will be found in my Capitolo. While I was 
staying those few days in the apartments of the Cardinal, and 
afterwards in the private garden of the Pope, among other 
dear friends who came to see me was a cjishier of Messer Bindo 
Altoviti, Bernardo Galluzzi by name. Now I had entrusted 
several hundreds of crowns to him; so he came to me in the 
Pope’s garden and wanted to return the whole sum. But I 
told him that I did not know any better friend to whom to 
entrust my property, nor any safer place. Yet he appeared to 
be unwilling to the last degree; and I had almost to use force 
to make him keep it. Now when I was out of the castle for 
good, I found that this poor young Bernardo Galluzzi was 
ruined; and so I lost my money. While I was in prison I dreamt 
a terrible dream, in which some one seemed to write words of 
the utmost meaning on my forehead with a pen; and the writer 
commanded me thrice to keep silence, and to tell the matter 
to no man. When I awoke I found my forehead marked. In my 
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Capitolo on the prison I have told a great many things of the 
kind. For instance, I heard (though I did not know the meaning 
of the message) all that afterwards happened to Signor Pier 
Luigi, and this so clearly, and so precisely, that, for myself, 
I believe it was, indeed, an angel from Heaven who told it to 
me. Nor must I leave out one thing, the greatest surely that 
ever happened to any man; for I would justify the divinity 
of God and of His secrets, Who deemed me worthy. From the 
time when I saw the great vision till now, there has remained 
a splendour (0 wondrous thing!) alx>ut my head; and this is 
plain to all to whom I have thought well to point it out — but 
these are very few. It is visible above my shadow in the morning, 
at sunrise, and for two hours after, and still clearer when there 
is dew upon the grass. In the evening, too, at sunset, it can be 
seen. I became aware of it first in France, when I was in Paris; 
for the air in those parts is much freer from haze than in Italy, 
where we have many more mists. Nevertheless, in every cir- 
cumstance I can s^^e it, and show it to others, too, though less 
clearly than when 1 was in France. 

I will now set down my Capitolo made in prison, and in 
praise of the prison; after which I will go on to relate the good 
and evil which I have experienced from time to time; and 
I hope one day to add things which have still to happen 
in my life. 

This Capitolo I inscribe to Luca Martini, 

AND IT is to him I SPEAK THEREIN 

Whoe’er would know the measure of God’s strength, 

And how far man can boriuw from that source, 

He must in prison lie, I firmly hold, 

Han ow'd by thinking of his kiiulred dear, 

Wearied and sick with his own IkhIv’s pain; 

And far must be lu.s exile from his home. 

Now if you fain wouUl prove yourself of worth, 

Be dragg’d to prison guiltless; ami there lie 
Month after month, while no man lends you aid. 

And let them rob you of your little all, 

While you face death and outrage every day, 

Hopeless of any bettering of your fate. 

Be hurl’d perforce upon a clesperate deed — 

Break prison -leap from the high castle w’all. 

Be then led back to a more hideous cell. 

Listen, iny Luca; now I tell the best; 

Your leg is broken; you’ve been trick’d; 

You shiver in the damp without a cloak. 

No kindly word; but an there be ill news. 

The warder brings it with your meat. (The boor 
Not long ago in I*rato mix’d his drugs.) 
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But fame’s not yours without a further test. 

The stool’s your only chair; there may you sit 
And waste your quick invention in this void. 

The warder has his rules. No word of yours 
He hears; will give you naught; scarce dares the door 
To ope enough to let his body through. 

*Tis fine diversion ! Paper, pens, and ink, 

And tools and fire you'll ask in vain. 

Although a whole life's thoughts seek outlet free. 

Ah, pity Hi^, my words so little tell! 

Count as an hundred every ill I've named; 

And eahh I could discourse on with good causa. 

But to return to my first plan, and sing 
What praises to the prison house are due — 

Ah, here an angel's tongue doth scarce suffice I 
No honest men are here, save those confin'd 
By tyrant rulers or their creatures vile, 

Malign'd by envy, hate, and cursed spite. 

To tell the truth as I discern it now — 

Here God is known, and every wretch doth cry 
Aloud to Him to case the pains of Hell. 

Whate'er ill fame he's gotten in the world. 

Let a man lie in prison two sad years. 

He'll come out holy, wise, belov’d by all. 

Here soul and flesh and garincnts arc refin'd; 

Here is the grossest sight ethercalised. 

Till mortal man can see the thrones of Heaven. 

Listen, a wonder now I tell to you — 

One day it came into m\' head to write; 

But 1 had to invent a strange device. 

I walk about my cell with puzzled mien ; 

Then turning towards the lioor see tliore a slit. 

I bite a splinter off — ami there's my pen. 

By luck, a piece of brickdies on the floor. 

A portion of it, ground to powder fine 
And mi.\e<l with water, makes my ink. « 

Then, then, the fire of Poesy divine 

Enters my frame — by the same way, methinks. 

Whence bread goes out What other way was there? 

But to return to iny first fantasy — 

'Tis certain truth that ere he knows the good* 

A man must learn the ill ordain’d for him. 

Prison's the home and schfwd of every art. 

Would you fain know the leech’s craft ? 

Your very life-bhx)d here you'll sweat away. 

There is about it a strong natural power 
To lend youi speech audaaous eloquence, 

Laden with thoughts sublime for goo 1 and ill. 

Happy the man who in a glr>omy cell 

Doth linger long! When he at last comes out. 

Fine can he talk of war, of truce, of peace. 

And all things then must needs go wcdl with him. 

Ripe in the prison has his talent gn)wn; 

Thenceforth no trifler, feather-biained, is he. 

It may be said. Thou hast those years the less: 

'Tis not in dungeons thou shall learn the way 
To make the#- a full man in mind and 
For me, I’ll praise it heartily, and yet 
I’rotest: chelaw that prisons innocence 
Should not allow the guilty man go free. 
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Who hath the poor and lowly in his power 
Should leam his business in the prison school. 

There are the lessons of good ruling taught. 

Reason would shape his acts for evermore. 

And in the path of justice he*d walk straight. 

Nor would he breed confusion and dispeace. 

And while I have been lodging here, I’ve seen 
A crew of friars, priests, and men-at-arms; 

But plenteous lack of those deserving jail. 

Oh, the sorts grief to see the prison door 
Open for one of them, keep shut for you! 

Then you lament that ever you were bonu 

1 s^ no more. I am become fine gold 
Tnat may not spend itself too recklessly, 

But must be sav’d and shap’d to perfect work. 

And now another thing has cross’d my mind 
That I’ve not told you, Luca mine, — ^The book 
I wrote this in, one of our kindred lent. 

There in the margins I set down the tale 

Of the long pain that has my body maim’d;— 

Too slow tnerefor, my brick-dust ink did run. 

Onl^ to make an O, three times 1 dipp’d 
The splintci. Say, can they be vcx6d more. 

The wretched spirits chain’d in Hell below'? 

Before me have tne guiltless been condemn’d ; 

Therefore 1 ''♦op mv plaint, and sing once more 
The cell gri..f gnaws at my heart and brain, 

I sing its praises louder than the rest; 

And let the untried learn from me, who’ve prov’d 
That prison is the very school of worth. 

Yet would He come, of Whom of late I’ve read. 

To say, as once He said beside the pool, 

’’Rise, Benvenuto, take thy cloak and go!” 

Salve reginas, credos I w'ould sing. 

And pafer nosters Every day the poor. 

The blind, the lame, should be iny pensioners. 

How often have the lilies blanch’d iny cheek 
To death-like hue ! They bar to me the sight 
Of Florence and of France for evermore. 

Should e’er I find upon the hospital wall 
The Annunciation limn’d, then must I fly 
Lest (Gabriel’s Idy rouse the brute iu me. 

I do not speak of her, holy and wise, 

Nor of her lilies glorious and pure. 

Shining to light our earth and Heaven above. 

But wheresoe’er I turn, there meet my eyes 
Those with the hook-like petals. Much I fear 
There are too many for the common health. 

Crowds of companions have I in iny woe. 

Spirits born free, high-hearted, and divine, 
from their birth the slaves of this device. 

I saw these doathlv arms like thunderbolt 
Fall swift from Heaven among a people vain; 

Tlirn in the wall a great new light did shine. 

Broken the castle bell must be before 
I am releas’d; and this I know from Him 
Who all things doth make plain in Heaven and earth. 

And then a dark bu*i 1 beheld bestrewn 
With shattered lilies; all the signs of woe 
Were there, and stricken folk that lay upon their beds. 
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And her I saw who wounds and frets the souls ; 

Terror she struck, now here, now there, and said, 

**See me deal death to such as work thee harm.** 

Then *twas the angel on my forehead wrote 
With Peter’s pen those words that thrice 
He bade me secret keep in mine own heart. 

And him who guides the chariot of the sun. 

Clothed in its glory, standing 'mid his court, 

I saw as mortal eyes ne’er saw before. 

Then chirped a solitary sparrow loud 

Upon the keep; and I took heart and cried, 

“ Life he foretells to me — and to you death." 

The story of niy woes I sang and wrote. 

Asking of God His pardon and His aid, 

For now in death my eyes seemed fading fast. 

Was never lion, tiger, wolf, or bear 

Had such a thirst of human blood as he; 

Nor ever viper had such venomous sting. 

Merciless captain of a robber band ! 

Where all were bad, the greatest rascal he! 

But hush! 1 may not speak his name aloud. 

Have you seen gro<idy bailiffs fall upon 

A poor man’s house, his chattels to distrain. 

And hurl the holy pictures from the walls ? 

So on the first of August did they come 
To drag me to a yet more noisome tomb. 

W'ait, for November all your spite defies! 

A trumpet sounded in my ears, and I 

Declared to them the truth that was reveal’d, 

Nought recking save my grievous pain to ease. 

Then, desperate to attain their end, they took 
A diamond from its setting, pounded it. 

And mixed it with my food that I might die. 

I forced the low-bred villain who di<l bring 
My meat, to taste it first, then said, 

“Not this my enemy Durante meant.” 

But first I rais’d my thoughts to (iod on high, -v 
Asking His pardon for my every sin, 

And, weeping, “Miserere!” cried to Him. 

Then, soAiewhat quieted my pain, my soul 
I gave into God’s keeping, willingly 
Content to seek a belter land, another state. 

I saw an angel coming down from Heaven, 

Bearing a glorious palm; with joyful face, 

“Thou’lt bear thy body’s burden yet awhile," 

He said; “for God shall scatter every foe 
Of thine, waging with them a bitter war. 

But thou, happy and free, art bless’d by Him, 

Father in Heaven above, and Earth beneath.*' 


END OF BOOK L 




BOOK II 

i. I stayed on in the palace of the Cardinal of Ferrara, re- 
garded by every one with the friendliest eye, and much more 
sought after than I l A been before; for I was a greater wonder 
than ever now that I had lived through such unspeakable trials. 
While I was getting back my strength, and stri\ing to bring 
my mind once more to my art, I took the greatest pleasure in 
writing out the Capitolo fairly. Then, that I might the sooner 
recover my health, I resolved to go for a few days’ jaunt in the 
open air. So, with the leave of my good Cardinal, who also pro- 
vided me with horses, I set off with two young Romans. One 
wtis a worker in my own craft; the other w’as n(^t in the trade, 
but only came to bear me company. We left Rome, and went 
off in the direction of Tagliacozzo, to pay a visit to my pupil 
Ascanio. There I found him, together with his father, brothers, 
sisters, and stepmother. For two days I was entertained by 
them with the utmost hospitality; and then I departed on my 
return journey, taking Ascanio along with me. On the road we 
began to talk about art, which set me longing to be back in 
Rome and at my work again. 

As soon as we arrived, f set to without delay, and managed 
to lay my hands on a silver basin which I had begun for the 
Cardinal before 1 was in prison. Along with the basin, I had been 
working on a very beautiful little pitcher; but tliis had been 
stolen along with a great number of other valuable things. I set 
Pagolo to work on the basin, while I took up the jug again. 
The ornament on it consisted of figures in the round and low 
reliefs. The baski was in like style, having figures in high, and 
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fishes in low relief; and so rich was it, and so exquisitely con- 
trived, that all who saw it were astounded both by the vigour 
and fancy of the design, and by the precision of the young 
men’s work. The Cardinal used to come at least twice a day 
to see me; and with iiim came Messer Luigi Alamanni and 
Messer Gabriel Cesano; and many a pleasant hour did we spend 
thus together. Notwithstanding that I had a deal of work in 
hand, he thrust new commissions upon me, one of these being } 
an order for the pontifical seal, which was to be as large as a 
twelve-ycar-old boy’s hand. On it I traced in intaglio two 
designs. One represented St. John preaching in the wilderness, 
the other St. Ambrogio pursuing the Arians. The saint was on 
horseback, and had a whip in his hand. So vigorously was it 
designed, and so precisely was it carried out, that everybody 
said I had surpassed the great Lautizio, who stood alone in 
this branch of art. The Cardinal took great pride in it, and was 
always comparing it with the other Cardinals’ seals in Rome, 
which were mostly from the hand of this Lautizio. 

ii. Then, besides these, the Cardinal ordered me to make the 
model of a salt-cellar; but it was not to be after the usual 
pattern of such things. Concerning the design for this, Messer 
Luigi spoke admirably; and on the same subject Messer Gabriello 
Cesano made some excellent remarks. The Cardinal, a most kind 
listener, was very much impressed with the plans which these 
two distinguished men described in words. So he turned to me 
and said, “Benvenuto, my friend, Messer Luigi’s des^n, and 
Messer Gabriello’s too, please me so much that I do not know 
which of them to choose. So I leave the decision to you, since 
you have to carry out the work.” Whereupon 1 replied, “ Reflect, 
my lord, of what great importance are the sons of kings and 
cn'iperors, and what marvellous splendour and divinity appear 
in them ! Nevertheless, if you ask a poor lowly shepherd which 
he loves and cherishes most, those kings’ sons or his own, he 
will certainly tell you he loves his own children best. So I, too, 
cherish the children born of my own art. Therefore, the first 
design which I will show you, monsignor, my most reverend 
patron, shall be my own work, and of my own imagining; for 
many things are fine in words which, were they carried out, 
would produce but a poor effect.” Then I turned to the two 
men of letters and said, “Yours the words; mine the work.” 
Messer Luigi Alamanni smiled, and with the greatest ^ood- 
humour paid me many apt compliment.s ; and it became h^ so 
to do, for he was a fine-looking man in face ancLfigure, and had 
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the pleasantest voice. Messer Gabriello Cesano was just the 
reverse, being as ugly and disagreeable as possible; and he 
spoke as he looked. Messer Luigi had proposed I should make 
a Venus and Cupid, together with diverse symbols of gallantry 
befitting the subject. Messer Gabricllo’s idea was an Amphitrite^ 
Neptune's wife, with the sea-god’s Tritons, and a great deal 
else very pretty to talk about, but useless for an actual design. 
Well, first I made an oval, a good deal more than half a cubit 
long, about two-thirds; and on this oval, with the idea of showing 
the embrace of the Sea and the Land, I made two figures, some- 
what more than a palm in height, sitting with their legs inter- 
twined, just as you can observe long arms of the sea running 
up into the land. The Sea was figured by a man with a richly 
carved ship in his hand, which was conveniently arranged to 
hold a quantity of salt. Under him I had placed the four sea- 
horses; and in his right hand I had put his trident. The Earth 
I had represented as a woman, the most beautiful and graceful 
I could fashion or even conceive of. Near her I had placed a 
richly adorned tcaipi.., on which she rested her hand. This 
I intended for holding the pepper. In her other hand was a 
cornucopia decorated with every lovely ornament imaginable. 
Beneath this goddess, in the part which was meant to represent 
land, I had grouped all the fairest animals which the earth 
brings forth; while on the sea side I had designed every sort 
of beautiful fish and shell which I could get into the small 
space. The rest of the oval I decorated elaborately. Then I 
awaited the Cardinal; ana when he came with his tw'o distin- 
guished friends, I displayed my work in wax. Messer Gabriel 
Cesano was the first to lift up his voice. “This is something 
that would never be finished in the lifetime of ten men,” he 
cried. “And as for you, most reverend monsignor, you may 
desire it, but you’ll never have it. For Benvenuto has thought 
well to show you the mere shadow of his children, not to give 
them to you in their actual shape, which was our idea. We 
spoke of practicable things; but his design suggests what could 
not possibly be carried out.” Messer Luigi Alamanni took my 
part; but the Cardinal said the undertaking was too elaborate 
for him. Then I turned to them and said, “Most reverend 
monsignor, and you gentlemen, so full of learning as you are, 
I declare to you that I have every hope of carrying out this 
work for its destined possessor; and each man of you shall one 
day see it finished a hundred times more richly than the model. 
Indeed, I hope time may l)e left me to do much greater things 
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than this.” The Cardinal answered impatiently, ‘*If it is not 
for the King, to whom I am going to take you, I don’t think 
you are likely to make it for any one else.” Then he showed me 
letters from King Francis, wherein he was bid return immedi- 
ately and bring Benvenuto with him. Lifting my hands to heaven, 
I cried, “ Oh, when will that ‘immediately’ come? ” The Cardinal 
told me to make my arrangements and hasten the settlement 
of my affairs in Rome during the next ten days. 

iii. When the time of departure was at hand, he gave me 
an excellent horse, called Tomon, after Cardinal Tornon, who 
had given it to him. Pagolo, too, and Asranio, my pupils, were 
pro\ided with mounts. The Cardinal divided his train, which 
was very numerous. One part, consisting of those of higher 
rank, went with him; and they took the road through Romagna, 
that he might make a pilgrimage to the Madonna of Loreto, 
and from there travel to his own home at Ferrara. The other 
part took the Florence road. This was the larger section, com- 
prising a great number of men and the best of his horsemen. 
He advised me that, if I would go in safety, I had best go with 
him, for otherwise I should be in danger of my life; and I told 
his lordship that I most willingly accepted. But what Heaven 
ordains must needs come to puss; and it pleased God to recall 
to my mind my poor sister in the flesh, who hatl sorrowed much 
over my misfortunes. I remembered, too, my cousins who were 
nuns in Viterbo, the one abbess and the other treasurer, so that 
between them they had all the governing of that rich^^onvent. 
They had been heavily afflicted on my account, and had offered 
up many prayers for me; so that I held the firm lielief I had 
ohtJiined of God the grace of my release through the petitions 
of those poor virgins. And so, all these things coming back to 
my mind, I set my face towards Tlorence; and though 1 should 
have gone free of expense, either with the Cardinal or in his 
second train, I determined rather to go by myself. 1: travelled 
in the company of a celebrated clockmaker called Maestro 
Cherubino, a great friend of mine. Meeting by chance, we made 
the journey \'ery pleasantly together. 

Setting out from Rome the Monday in Passion week, we — 
that is Pagolo, Ascanio, and myself — travelled by ourselves 
till we fell in with this companion at Monte Ruosi. Now as I 
had declarcfl my intention of going with the (Cardinal, I never 
thought of any of my enemies l>Ting in wait for me. Nevertheless 
it was nearly going very ill with me at Monte Ruo.si ; for a^band 
of well-armed men bad been sent on in front of us to do me a 
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hurt. As God willed^ having heard I was on the road^ and not 
in the Cardinal’s train, they planned to attack me while we 
were at dinner. Just then the Cardinal’s train came up, and 
very glad I was to go on in safety with them to Viterbo. From 
there onward I had no further thought of danger, especially 
as I travelled several miles in front, and the best men in the 
retinue kept a good look-out on me. So by God’s grace 1 reached 
Viterbo safe and sound; and there my cousins made much of 
me, as did the whole convent. 

iv. I left Viterbo with the aforenamed persons, and we went 
on our way on horseback, now in front of, and now behind the 
Cardinal’s train; so that on Maundy Thursday at twenty-two 
o’clock we found ourselves at one stage from Siena. There we 
fell in w’ith some return horses, and the post folk were waiting 
to hire them out for a trifling sum to any one who would take 
them back to the post at Siena. When I learnt this, I got dowm 
from my own Tornon, put my saddle-cushion and stirrups on one 
of these horses, and gave a giulio to the stable-boy. I left my 
own horse to my yc men to bring on, and set off in front 
of them in order to reach Siena half an hour sooner, as I had 
some friends to see and some business to attend to. Yet though 
I went at a fair pace, I did not ride the horse too hard. 
As soon as I came to the town, I hired good rooms at the inn 
for five persons, bidding the ostler take the horse to the post, 
which was outside the Ca mollis gate, but forgetting to remove 
my stivnips and saddle-cushion. 

We pa.ssed the evening of Maundy Thursday very pleasantly. 
Then next morning, wWch was Good Friday, I bethought me 
of my stirrups and cushion. When I sent for them, the post- 
master said that he would not return them, for I had over- 
heated his horse. Several times messages were sent tr. and fro; 
and always the man refused to give the tlnngs back to me, 
using, besides, very insulting and insupportable language. The 
host of my inn said to me, “You’ll come off well, if all he does 
is to keep your property”; and he added, “You must know' 
that he is the greatest brute that ever lived in this dty; and he 
has two sons, very daring soldier fellows, still more violent 
than himself. So buy what you w'ant, and go on your way 
without another word on this matter.” Well, I bought a pair 
of stirrups, thinking that by means of soft words I should have 
my good cushion again. Now I had an excellent mount, and was 
well armed with under-coat and sleeves of mail, and I carried 
a magnificent arquebuse at my saddle-bow. So I was not afraid 
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of the violence of the mad beast whom my host had described 
to me. I had also accustomed my young fellows to wear mail 
under-coats and sleeves; and I had the fullest trust in the young 
Roman, who, I believed, had never left his off while we were 
in Rome. And Ascanio, too, though he was but a boy, wore 
mail. Besides, as it was Good Friday, I thought that rn^men 
might be released from their folly on such a day. So we reached 
the Camolli^ there 1 saw the postmaster, recognising 

him by certain signs which had been given me. For one thing, 
he was Wind of the left eye. I rode forward to meet him, leaving 
my young men and my other companions some way off, and 
accosted him civilly. “Postmaster, since I swear to you that 
I have not over-ridden your horse, why will you not return me 
my cushion and my stirrups?" Whereupon he answered just 
in the mad fashion 1 had been told to expect; so I demanded, 
“How now! are you no Christian? Will you on Good Friday 
bring scandal both on yourself and me? " He said he did not care 
a hang for Good Friday or Devirs Friday; and he swore that 
if I did not get out of this, he’d knock me down with a halbert 
he had seized, yes, me and my gun too, which I had in my 
hand. At these violent words up came an old gentleman of 
Siena. He was clad as a citizen, and was on his way back from 
performing the customary devotions of the day. While he was 
still some way from us, he had heard all my arguments per- 
fectly; and so he began to reprove the master of the post with 
heat, taking my part, and crying shame on the m^’s two 
sons for failing in their duty to passing strangers. Such conduct 
as theirs was in defiance of God, he said, and to the discredit 
of the dty of Siena. The two sons shook their heads, and 
without saying anything disappeared into the house. Their 
father, in a fury of exasperation at the words of the worthy 
gentleman, uttered the most shameless blasphemies, pointed 
his halbert at me, and swore he would have my life. Seeing his 
murderous intention, in order to keep him off me a little, I made 
as if to aim my gun at him. This roused him to still greater 
fury, and he threw himself upon me. Now though I held the gun 
in my hand ready for my defence, I had not lowered it quite 
on his level; its muzzle was too high. But it went off of itself; 
the ball struck the arch of the door, and, ricochetting, struck 
him in the windpipe, so that he fell down dead. Out ran the 
two sons on the instant; and one armed himself from the stand 
of weapons, the other seized his father’s halbert; and botn threw 
themselves on my young fellows. The son with the halbert 
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first attacked Pagolo the Roman^ striking him above the left 
breast. The other ran against a Milan man who was in our com- 
pany^ a very foolish-looldng person. In vain he pleaded that 
he had no connection with me^ and defended himself from the 
point of a partisan with a little stick he had in his hand; he 
could not escape a slight wound in the mouth. Messer Cherubino 
was dressed as a priest; for though, as I have said^ he was a 
past-master in the cloclmaker*s art, he held benefices from the 
Pope, which brought him in a good income. Ascanio, who was 
well armed, made no attempt at flight, as the Milanese had done. 
But neither he nor Cherubino were hurt. I had put spurs to my 
horse; and while galloping I had made haste to load my gun 
once more. Then I turned madly back; for it seemed to me 
I had been treating the matter too lightly, and now I meant to 
go through with it in earnest. I thought that my two young 
companions had been killed, and 1 was determined to die with 
them. But my horse had not made many paces backwards, 
when I met them coming towards me. I asked them if they were 
hurt. Ascanio replies, ^liat Pagolo was mortally wounded by a 
halbert. Then I said, “ 0 Pagolo, my son, did the halbert pierce 
your coat of mail.^'’ ''No,” he said, "for I put the mail in 
my baggage this morning.” "So,” said I, "mail coats are for 
wearing in Rome, when you make yourselves fine for the ladies; 
but in dangerous places where they'd be of some use, you keep 
them in your baggage ! You have got no more than you deserve, 
and it's you who are sending me back to my death.” Even while 
speaking these words, I was dasliing forward. Ascanio and the 
others lagged me, for the love of God, to save my own life and 
theirs; for of a surety I was going to my death. Just then I met 
with Messer Cherubino and the wounded Milanese. The clock- 
maker called out to me at once that nobody was much hurt, 
that Pagolo’s was only a surface wound. But he said the old man 
of the post lay dead on the ground; his two sons and other 
persons were preparing for revenge; and we were all doomed 
to be cut to pieces. "So then, Benvenuto, since Fortune has 
saved us from this first fury, do not tempt her again; else she 
will have no mercy on us.” And I answered, " If you are con- 
tent, so am I”; and, turning to Pagolo and Ascanio, I said to 
them, " Spur on your horses, and let us gallop to Staggia without 
stopping. There we shall be safe.” Then the wounded Milan 
man burst out, "Devil take our sins! For this wound of mine 
is all on account of that trifle of meat broth I took yester- 
day, when I had nothing else to eat.” In spite of the great 
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tribulations we had come through, we could not but laugh 
somewhat at this fool and at the foolish things he said. Then, 
setting spurs to our horses, we left Messer Cherubino and the 
Milanese to come on at their leisure. 

V. Meanwhile the dead man’s sons ran to the Duke of Amalfi, 
and asked for some light cavalry, that they might overtake us 
and seize our persons. But the Duke, having learnt we were the 
Cardinal of Ferrara’s men, would give neither horses nor leave. 
And we in the meantime reached Staggia, where we were safe. 
On our arrival there we sought out a doctor, the best to be had 
in the place, and w^hen he examined Pagolo, it was found that 
his wound w'as only skin deep, and that there was no danger. 
As soon as wc had ordered dinner, in came Messer Cherubino 
with that fool of a Milan man, who kept saying, “Deuce lake 
your quarrels!” and moaning that he was excommunicated 
because he had not been able to say a single Paternoster that 
holy morning. Now he had a very ugly face ; and his mouth, 
naturally large, had been slit up three inches more by his 
wound; so that between his antic Milanese speech and his silly 
utterances, instead of lamenting our misfortunes, we couldn’t 
help laugliing at every word he said. When the doctor wanted 
to sew up his wound, and had already made three stitches, he 
cried out to liim to stop a bit, .since he didn’t want liim to 
play the trick on him of sewing his mouth up altogether. Then, 
seizing a spoon, he told him he must lea\ e a big enough opening 
for it to get in; so that he might return alive to his owja people. 
Now he said all this with such funny shakings of the head, 
that we forgot our. ill luck, and laughed without stopping. And 
in this merry humour we went on our w^ay to Florence. There 
we got dowm at the bouse of my poor sister, and were most 
affectionately received by her and by my brother-in-law. 

Messer Cherubino and the Milanese went about their own 
affairs. We stayed in Idorence four days, during which time 
Pagolo got better. It wiis a curious thinL% that every time we 
talked of that Milanese fool, we laughed just as much as we 
lamented over our ill luck; so that we kept on laughing and 
crying at tlie same time. Pagolo quickly got well, as I have 
said; and then we set our faces towards Ferrara, where we 
found our Cardinal had not yet arrived. But when he heard 
r)f all our misfortunes, and was condoling with us, he said, 
“God grant that I may bring you alive to the King, as I have 
promised!” In Ferrara the (ardinal assigned to me one of his 
palaces, a \ery fine place, called Belfiore, close to the city 
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walls; and there he gave me everything I needed for my work. 
But afterwards he prepared to depart without me; and, per- 
ceiving I was very ill content, he said to me, “Benvenuto, all 
1 do is for your good. For before I take you away from Italy, 
I wish you to be quite clear what you are meant to do in France. 
So in the meanwhile hurry on as fast as you can with my basin 
and ewer. I shall leave orders with my steward to give you all 
you may have need of.” 

Then he set off, and I remained behind very ill pleased. 
Indeed many a time I was on the point of taking French leave. 
The only thing that hindered me was the recollection that he 
had freed me from the clutches of Pope Paul. As for the rest, 
I remained much dissatisfied, and very much a loser. However, 
I clung to the thought of the gratitude due to the benefit I had 
received ; and disposed myself to be patient, and see what would 
lie the end of the business. So setting to work with my two 
young men, I got on wonderfully with the jug and basin. In 
the place where we were lodged the air was bad ; and as summer 
came on we were aii o*a of ^orts. During our indisposition we 
wandered about examining the demesne, which was \cry large 
and left wild for nearly a mile of open country; and there a 
great number of tame peacocks bred like wild birds. When 
I saw^ this, I loaded my gun with a certain noiseless powder, 
and lay in wait for the young ones. P^very other day I killed 
one, W'hich not only provided us with abundance of food, but 
was of such fine quality that all our sickness left us. And so 
we stayed on for several months, working cheerfully, and making 
progress with the jug and the basin, which were elaborate works 
that took a great deal of time. 

vi. Just tlien the Duke of Ferrara and Pope Paul of Rome 
made up some of their old differences concerning Modena and 
certain other cities. Tn these disputes the Church had so much 
right on its side that the Duke had to make peace by pa>nng 
up a mint of money, more than three hundred thousand 
ducats of the Camera, I bedieve. Now' at this time the Duke 
had an old treasurer called Messer Girolamo Giliolo, who had 
been brought up by Ids father, Duke Alfonso. The old fellow 
could not bear the thought of all this money going to the Pope; 
and used to go crying about the streets that Duke Alfonso, the 
present Duke’s father, would sooner have taken Romo with the 
money than have let the Pope get a sight of it; and that there 
was no way of making him pay it out. In the end, when the 
Duke forced him to pay, the old man fell so ill with dysentery, 
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that he was brought nigh unto death. While he was lying ill, 
the Duke called me^ and ordered me to make a likeness of himself. 
This I did on a round black stone, about the size of a small 
trenclier. He took so much pleasure in my work, as well as in 
the many pleasant conversations we had together, that often 
he would sit for his portrait for four or five hours on end; and 
sometimes he made me sup at his own table. In eight days I 
had finished the head ; and then he ordered me to do the reverse, 
on which was a figure of Peace, represented by a woman, with 
a torch in her hand, burning a trophy of arms. She stood in a 
joyful attitude, full of exquisite grace, and clad in thinnest 
raiment. Under her feet was desperate Fury bound with many 
chains. I gave much pains to this work, and it brought me the 
greatest honour. The Duke could not tell me often enough how 
pleased he was; and he provided me with the legends for both 
sides. The one for the reverse was Preliosa in conspectu Domini^ 
which was as much as to say that the peace had been bought 
with a deal of money I 

vii. Just when I had the reverse in hand, the Cardinal wrote 
to me, telling me to be in readiness, for the King had asked for 
me, and that his next letters would explain everything he had 
promised. So I liad my basin and my jug well packed up; for 
I had already shown them to the Duke. The Cardinal's business 
man was a Ferrarese gentleman, Messer Alberto Bendedio by 
name, who had been a prisoner in his house for twelve years on 
account of some infirmity. One day he sent for me in thagreatest 
hurry, and bade me take the post immediately and go to the 
King, who had asked for me most pressingly, thinking I was 
already in France. The Cardinal, to excuse himself, had said 
I was staying behind in an abbey of his at Lyons, somewhat 
indisposed; but that he would contrive that I should come 
speedily to his Majesty, That was the reason he urged me to 
come on by the post at once. This Messer Alberto was a most 
worthy man; but he was proud, and through his malady his 
arrogance had grown intolerable. And so, as I say, he ordered me 
to get ready at once and travel with the post. To this I replied 
that my art was not carried on in the post; and if I had to go, 
I would go at my leisure, taking with me Ascanio and Pagolo, 
my workmen, whom I had brought from Rome. Besides, I 
should need a serving-man on horseback to attend me, and as 
much money as would take me to my journey’s end. Thep the 
infirm old man answered me in the haughtiest accents, ' that 
just in the manner I had described, the sops of the Duke were 
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wont to travel. Thereupon I answered that the sons of my craft 
were used to go as I had said; that not being the son of a duke, 
I did not know the customs of such; also that if he used such 
language in my hearing, I would not go at all. The Cardinal 
having broken faith, and now this insolence being cast at me, 
I made up my mind not to trouble myself any more with the 
Ferrarese. So I turned my back on him; and I muttering, and 
he threatening, I took my leave. Then I went to see the Duke, 
taking him his medal, now finished; and received more compli- 
ments in return than were ever paid to any man whatsoever. 
Now he had ordered Girolamo Giliolo to find a diamond ring 
worth two hundred crowns for my trouble, and to give it to 
his chamberlain Fiaschino, who should hand it to me. And 
Messer Girolamo obeyed. Well, Fiaschino, on the evening of the 
day when I had handed over the medal, about an hour after 
sunset, brought me a ring, set with a very showy diamond, 
and also the following message from the Duke: Let the unique 
hand of the artist which wrought with such skill, be adorned 
with this diamond n ?emembrance of his Excellency.’* When 
daylight came, I looked at the ring; and found it was a poor, 
thin diamond worth maybe ten crowns. Now I did not wish 
those fine w'ords which the Duke had used to be associated with 
so poor a reward ; for I was certain he had meant to treat me well, 
and I felt sure the ring came from his rascally treasurer. So I 
gave it to one of my friends to return to Fiaschino, the chamber- 
lain, as best as he could. My friend, who was Bernardo Saliti, 
did the business perfectly. Then Fiaschino came to see me and, 
with loud protestations, said that, if the Duke knew I had 
returned like that a present which he had so kindly given me, 
he would take it very ill, and perhaps 1 should live to repent 
it, I answered him that the ring which his Excellency iiad given 
me was worth about ten crowns; and that the work I had done 
for him was worth more than two hundred. But to show the 
Duke that I appreciated liis courtesy, he had only to send me 
a ring for the cramp — of the sort that came from England, and 
are worth about a carlin — and that I should keep all my life 
in remembrance of his Excellency, along with the esteemed 
message which he had sent to me. For I held that the honour 
of serving so splendid a prince had amply paid me for all my 
trouble; but that mean jewel was an insult. These words so 
annoyed the Duke, that he called for his treasurer, and gave him 
a sounder rating than ever he had done in his life before. Then he 
ordered me, under pain of his displeasure, not to leave Ferrara 
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without telling him; and he bade his treasurer give me a 
diamond of the value of three hundred crowns. The miserly 
fellow found one worth hardly more than sixty; but gave out 
that it cost upwards of tw'o hundred. 

viii. Meanwhile Messer Alberto had recovered his temper, and 
had provided me with all 1 had asked for. That very day I was 
determined to leave Ferrara at all hazards; but the busybody 
of a chamberlain arranged with Messer Alberto that I should 
have no horses. 1 had piled up my baggage on a mule, packing 
in it the basin and jug I had made for the Cardinal. Just at 
that moment up came a Ferrarese gentleman, Messer Alfonso 
de* Trotti by name, a \ery old man, and full of affectation. 
He took the greatest delight in art; but he was one of those 
persons who are very difficult to satisfy; and if by chance they 
ever hit upon something which pleases them, it is stamped 
upwn their minds as a thing of such excellence, that they think 
they shall never see the like of it again. When Messer Alfonso 
came in, Messer Alberto said to him, “What a pity you have 
come so late, for the jug and basin we are sending to the Cardinal 
in France are already packed up.'' Whereupon ^fesser Alfonso 
replied that he did not care; and, calling one of his servants, 
he sent him back to his house for a jug made of white Faenza 
earthenware, most delicately worked. W'hile the servant was on 
his errand, he said to Messer ./Vlberto, “I will tell you why I 
have no desire to look at any more vases. Once upon a time 
I saw one made of silver - an antique it was — so beautiful and 
so wonderful, that the human mind could never dream of such 
excellence. And thus I have no wish to see other things of the 
kind, lest they should spoil my marvellous picture of that. 
There was a man of rank, an artist of ability, who went to Rome 
on some business, where this antique vase was shown to him 
secretly. Then by means of a great deal of money, he bril:)ed 
the man who had it, and carried it aw'ay with him back to tlu‘sc 
parts. But he keeps it very fast locked up, so that the Duke 
may not know; for he fears to lose it in siome way." Now while 
Messer Alfonso was telling this long story, he did not look at 
me, though T was standing near, for he did not know me. Then, 
when that blessed clay model app)eared, he showed it off so 
pompously, with such ridiculous ceremony, and such palaver, 
that as soon as I had set eyes on it, I turned to Me.sser Alberto 
and said, “What a piece of luck for me to see it again!" Messer 
Alfonso flew into a rage, and cried out insolently, “Who arc 
you? V^ou don't know what you are talking about," To which 
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I replied, “Now listen to me; and then youll see which of us 
knows b^t what he is saying.” So I turned to Messer Alberto, 
a very grave and intelligent person, and said, “This is copied 
from a silver jug of such and such a weight, which I made at 
such and such a time for that quack Jacopo, the Carpi surgeon. 
He came to Rome, and stayed there six months, daubing with 
his unguents scores and scores of lords and unlucky gentlemen, 
whom he fleeced of many thousand ducats. At that time I made 
this vase for him, and another different one; and he paid me 
wretchedly for my pains. And now all those poor wretches in 
Rome, whom he daubed, are crippled to-day, and in very bad 
case. It is the greatest honour for me that my works have such 
fame with you rich gentlemen. But I assure you that in these 
past years I have made every possible effort to learn more of 
my art; so that I think the vase I am carrying to France is a 
deal more worthy of the Cardinal and the King than the one 
belonging to your quack.” Hardly were these words of mine 
out, when it was plain that Messer Alfonso was really choking 
with the desire of .'.eemg the basin and the jug; but I persistently 
refused. When we had argued the matter for a bit, he said he 
would go to the Duke, and make him force me to show it. Then 
Messer Alberto Bendedio, who, as I have told you, was of a 
very haughty temper, said, “Before you leave here, Messer 
Alfonso, you shall see it, without the intervention of his Excel- 
lency.” At these words I set off, leaving Ascanio and Pagolo to 
show my work to them. Pagolo told me afterwards that they 
said the finest things in my praise. And Messer Alfonso wished 
to make my nearer acquaintance; but it seemed to me a 
thousand years till I should get out of Ferrara, and out of 
the sight of them all. Whatever benefits I had enjoyed there 
had come from my intercourse with the Cardinal Salviati, and 
the Cardinal of Ravenna, and some able musicians. Nobody 
else did anytliing for me ; for the Ferrarese are a very avaricious 
folk, and like to get as much out of other people as they can; 
and they are all the same. 

At two hours before sundown Fiaschino appeared, bringing 
me the sixty-crown diamond. It was with a glum face and few 
words that he begged me to wear it for his Excellency's sake. 
I answered him that I would do so. Then as he stood there, I 
put my foot in the stirrup, and set off on my journey without 
any one's leave. He took good note of my manner and my 
words, and reported them to the I.)uke, who in his wrath would 
have dearly loved to make me turn back again. 



214 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

ix. That evening I went more than ten miles, always at a 
trot; and when next day I was out of Ferrarese territory I felt 
greatly pleased; for those peacocks which I had eaten, and 
which had given me back my health, were the only good things 
I had known there. We took the Mont Cenis road, avoiding 
the city of Milan because of the misgiving I have mentioned, 
so that we reached Lyons safe and sound. With Pagolo and 
Ascanio and a servant we were a company of four, and we were 
all well mounted. At Lyons we stopped for several days, waiting 
for the muleteer who carried the silver basin and jug, as well 
as our other baggage. We had our quarters in an abbey belonging 
to the Cardinal. But as soon as our muleteer came up with us, 
we put all our things in a little wagon, and sent them off on 
the road to Paris. We, too, set our faces in the same direction. On 
the way we had a little trouble, but nothing of importance. 

We found the King’s court at Fontainebleau; and there we 
sought out the Cardinal, who at once consigned us lodgings; 
and that night we were comfortably installed. Next day the 
little wagon turned up. We took possession of our things, and 
let the Cardinal know of their arrival. He told the King, who 
sent for me at once. So 1 went to his Majesty with the basin 
and jug; and when I had come into his presence I kissed his 
knee, and he gave me the most gracious reception. I thanked 
him for having brought me out of prison, saying that it was 
binding on every good prince, and especially on the one great 
prince of the world, to wit, Ks Majesty, to liberate men who 
were good for anything, especially when they were innoceh't, 
as I was; and that such deeds were written in the books of 
God before any others whatsoever. The good King stayed to 
listen till I had finished speaking, with the utmost courtesy, 
putting in a word or two now and then, such as could have only 
come from him. When I had ended, he took the vase and the 
basin and said, “Verily I believe even the ancients never saw 
such a beautiful piece of work. For I well remember to have 
examined the masterpieces of the best artists in all Italy; but 
never did I meet with anything that so roused my admiration 
as this.” These words the King spoke in French to the Cardinal 
of Ferrara, and others too still more laudatory. Then he turned 
to me, and speaking in Italian, he said, “Benvenuto, amuse 
yourself for a day or two; comfort your heart, and make good 
cheer. In the meanwhile we shall be planning for you to do 
some fine work for us.” 

X. The Cardinal of Ferrara perceived that the King was 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 215 

highly pleased at my coming. He saw^ too^ that the few sped" 
mens I had shown him had bred in him the desire of having 
some important works, which he had in his mind, carried out 
by me. But just then we were following in the train of the 
court, to our great discomfort, be it said. For the royal train 
always plods along with twelve thousand cavalry behind it, 
never less — ^indeed, in times of peace the complete retinue 
founts to eighteen thousand. Well, we dragged along after 
it; and sometimes we would come to places *where there were 
hardly two houses. Then we pitched canvas tents like gipsies; 
and many a time we were far from comfortable. So I went on 
begging the Cardinal to remind the King to send for me and set 
me to work. The Cardinal said the best thing was to wait till 
his Majesty thought of it himself; but that I might show myself 
occasionally to the King while he sat at table. This I did, and 
one morning he called for me while he was dining. He began 
to speak to me in Italian, and said he had it on his mind to have 
several works executed on a large scale; and that very soon 
he would arranj^e > orbshops for me, and provide me with all 
I should want. And he talked very pleasantly on other matters 
be.«ides. The Cardinal of Ferrara was present; for he nearly 
always ate his morning meal at the King’s table. Thus he had 
heard all the conversation; and when the King rose, he said 
to him in my behalf — so it was reported to me — “ Sacred Majesty, 
Benvenuto here is most anxious to work. Indeed, it may be 
almost called a sin to waste the time of an artist like him.” 
Whereupon his Majesty said he had spoken well, and that he 
was to arrange with me all things I needed for my maintenance. 
That same evening his lordship sent for me after supper, and 
gave me a message from the King, namely, that his Majesty 
was quite determined to set me to work, but that first he 
wished me to be clear in my mind about my salary. Concerning 
this the Cardinal said, ‘‘It seems to me that if his Majesty 
gives you three hundred crowns a year, you will do well. Also, 
I would have you leave everything to me ; for not a day passes 
but I have an opportunity of being of some service in this great 
kingdom; and I shall always help you to the very best of my 
ability.” Then I answered, “When your most reverend lord- 
ship left me behind in Ferrara, without any request from me, 
you promised never to take me out of Italy till I should know 
exactly on what terms I was to serve his Majesty. Instead of 
sending to tell me this, you ordered me to come by the post — 
if my art could be carried on under these circumstances. If 
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you had told me of a provision of three hundred crowns, as 
you do now, I should not have stirred a foot — ^no, not for double 
that sum. But yet for all which God and your lordship have 
done for me I am grateful; for God used you as the means of 
rendering me a great service in liberating me from prison. 
Therefore, I assure your lordship, whatever ill turn you may 
do me now, is made up for a thousandfold by the great good 
I have received from you. With all my heart I thank you, and 
take my good ledve; and wherever I may be, while I live I shall 
pray God for you.** Then the Cardinal got in a rage, and said 
in his wrath, “Go where you like. One can*t do good to a man 
against his wll.’* And some of his worthless courtiers who were 
hanging round said, “He thinks a deal of himself, refusing a 
salary of three hundred ducats like that!** But among them 
were men of understanding in art, one of whom said, “The 
Kng will never find his equal; and our Cardinal wants to 
bargain as if Benvenuto were a load of wood.** It was Messer 
Luigi Alamanni who said this — so I was told. It took place 
in Dauphine, in a castle the name of which I do not recall. 
The day was the last of October. 

xi. Leaving them, I went back to my lodgings, three miles 
off; and with me was a Secretary of the Cardinal, who was 
returning to the same place. All the way he kept on asking me 
wliat I was going to do with myself, and what my own idea 
would have been regarding a salary. I answered only one word 
— I knew all. In our quarters I found Pagolo and Ascanio, 
who, seeing me troubled in my mind, forced me to tell them 
what was the matter with me. So, as the poor fellows •«were 
anxious, I said to them, “To-morrow morning I shall give you 
money which will amply provide for your journey home; and 
I am going by myself on very important business, which for 
long I have had on my mind.** Now there was only a wall 
between our room and the Secretary *s, and it is quite possible 
that he wrote to the Cardinal what I intended to do, though 
I never knew rightly whether he did so or not. 

The night was a sleepless one; it seemed an age till day broke, 
and 1 could follow up the resolution I had made. At dawn I 
ordered my two horses, hastily made my preparations, and 
gave my two young men all I had brought with me, and fifty 
gold ducats besides. I kept as much for myself, as well as the 
diamond which the Duke had given me. Only two shirts did 
I take, and a rather shabby riding-suit which 1 had on me. Bi|t 
1 could hardly get away from the two lads, who wished to com^ 
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with me at all hazards; so that in the end I was*forced to cry 
shame on them, and say, “One of you has his first beard, and 
the other^s is growing hair by hair. And you have learnt from 
me as much of my poor art as 1 could teach you, so that to-day 
you are the first young craftsmen in Italy. Aren’t you ashamed 
to lack the spirit to get out of leading-strings? Shame upon 
you! Now, if I were to let you go without any money, what 
would you say? So be off. God’s blessing on you a thousand 
times! Adieu!” 

I turned about my horse, and left them weeping. Then I took 
a very beautiful road through a wood, my purpose being to 
travel about forty miles at least that day, and get to as remote 
a place as I could find- By the time I had gone about two miles 
I resolved never to be seen again in any place where I was known, 
nor ever again to work on an 5 rthing else, after I had finished a 
Christ, three cubits high, reflecting, as far as I could make it, 
that infinite beauty which had been revealed to me by Himself. 
Then having firmly made up my mind, I turned my steps towards 
the Blessed Sepulchre. I had thought myself in so remote a 
place that no one » f ’dd find me; but just then I heard the 
tread of horses ^hind. This made me mistrustful; for in those 
parts is a band of brigands called Adventurers, who are given 
to murdering on the high road; and though every day many 
of them are hanged for it, it seems as if they are quite reckless. 
When the riders came nearer, I recognised them for a King’s 
messenger and my lad Ascanio. The messenger rode up to me 
and said, “ In the King’s name, I order you to come to him 
w'ithout delay.” “You are sent by the Cardinal,” I replied; 
“therefore I will not return.” Then he said that since I would 
not come willingly, he had authority to command the people 
of the country to bring me bound as a prisoner. Ascanio, too, 
begged me earnestly to give in, reminding me that when the 
King took a man prisoner, he kept him five years at least before 
he made up his mind to release him. The mention of prison 
recalled what I had suffered in Rome; and struck such terror 
into me, that I turned my horse without another word in the 
direction indicated by the King’s messenger, who chattered 
away all the time in French, till he had brought me back to the 
Court — ^now tlireatening me, now saying one thing, nowr another, 
till it was enough to make me forswear the world. 

xii. When we were on our way to the royal quarters, we 
passed in front of those of the Cardinal of Ferrara, who was 
standing at his door. Calling to me, he said, “ Our most Christian 
p 
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King, of his own free will, has made the same provision for you 
that he made for the painter, lionardo da Vinci ; that is, seven 
hundred crowns a year. Besides that, he will pay you for all 
the work you will do for him. Then, ^so, for your expenses in 
coming here, he gives you five hundred gold crowns, which he 
orders shall be paid now before you leave/' When he had made 
an end of speaking, I answered that such sums as he had men- 
tioned became the great King of France. Then the messenger, 
who had not known who I was, and now heard these fine offers 
made to me on the part of his royal master, asked my pardon 
many times; wliile Pagolo and Ascanio cried, “By God's help, 
we are back again in leading-strings, of which we think no 
shame." 

Then next day I went to thank the King, who ordered me to 
make models for twelve silver statues, which were to serve for 
twelve candlesticks round his table. He said they were to repre- 
sent six gods and six goddesses, of the same height as his 
Majesty, which was something less than four cubits. When he 
had given me this commission, he turned to the treasurer, and 
asked him if he had paid me the five hundred crowns. He said 
he had heard nothing of the matter; at which the King was much 
annoyed, since he had told the Cardinal to hand on the order. 
Afterw^ards, he said I was to go to Paris, and find a suitable 
place for carrying on my work; and he would contrive I should 
have it. 

I took the five hundred gold crowns and went off to Paris, 
putting up in an apartment belonging to the Cardinal of 
Ferrara. There, in God's name, I set to work, and made four 
little wax models, two-thirds of a cubit high — Jupiter, Juno, 
Apollo, and Vulcan. -While I was doing this, the King came back 
to Paris; so I went off at once to seek him, taking the models 
with me, and my two young men, Ascanio and Pagolo. As 
soon as I saw that his Majesty was satisfied with the models, 
and had received orders to make the first — that is, the Jupiter 
— of the agreed height, I presented my two lads to him, telling 
him that 1 had brought them from Italy for his service; for since 
I had taught them myself, I could get much more help from them 
at the beginning than from any craftsmen belonging to the 
city of Paris. To this the King replied that I should fix a salary 
for them, sufficient for their maintenance. I said that one 
hundred gold crowns for each would be a handsome provision 
and that I should make them earn their money well. So it was 
agreed. Then I said that I had found a place which seemed to 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 219 

me just what I wanted for my work; that it was his Majesty’s 
private property, and was called the Petit Nesle. The provost 
of Paris held it free at present, the King having lent it him. 
But since the provost was not using it, his Majesty might give 
it to me to use for his service. He answered at once, "The place 
is my own house; and I know quite well that he to whom I gave 
it does not live in it, nor use it in any way. Therefore, you can 
take it for your business.” And on the spot he ordered his 
lieutenant to put me in possession of the Nesle. The man 
demurred; indeed, he told the King he could not do it. His 
Majesty answered hotly that he would give his own things to 
whomsoever he pleased, and to a man who was of use to him, 
since from the other he got no service at all. And so there were 
to be no more words about the matter. Then the lieutenant went 
on to say that it might be necessary to use a little force; and 
the King replied, "Well, go; and if a little force be not enough, 
use a great deal.” 

Then I was conducted at once to the place. The lieutenant 
had to take strong measures to put me in possession; and he 
told me to look out Cat fully lest I should be murdered. I made 
my entrance at once; hired servants, and bought several great 
pikes and weapons of that sort. But for several days I stayed 
there in the greatest discomfort; for the former tenant was a 
great nobleman of Paris, and the other gentlemen, his friends, 
were all hostile to me, and heaped insupportable insults on 
me. I must not neglect to say that at the time I entered 
his Majesty’s service, in the year 1540, I was exactly forty 
years old. 

xiii. These bitter insults forced me to apply to the King, 
begging him to instal me elsewhere. But he cried out, "Who 
are you, and what is your name?” I was thunderstruck, not 
knowing what he meant; and stood there dumb, while the King 
once more, and angrily, repeated the same words. I replied that 
I was called Benvenuto. "Then, if you are the Benvenuto I 
have heard of, do as you are wont to do. I give you full leave.” 
I told his Majesty that all I wanted was to keep in his favour; 
for having that, I knew nothing that could hurt me. He then 
laughed somewhat grimly, and said, “Go, then; and my favour 
shall never fail you.” Thereupon he ordered his chief secretary. 
Monseigneur de Villeroy, to see I was provided with everything 
I might want. Now this Villeroy was a very great friend of him 
who was called the provost, to whom the Nesle had been given. 
The castle was in the form of a triangle, and was built up 
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against the walls of the city. It was an andent stronghold of a 
, goodly size, but there was no guard attached to it. This Mon- 
seigneur de Villeroy advised me to seek some other place, and 
to quit this without fail; for the provost was a man of the 
greatest influence, and he would have me killed for a certainty. 
I answered that I had come from Italy to France only to serve 
the great King; and as for dying, I knew quite weB I had to 
die one day, and that a little earlier or later would make no 
difference in the world to me. Villeroy, I should say, was a man 
of keen wit, of exceptional distinction, and immensely rich. 
There was nothing in the world he would not have done to 
harm me; but he made no show of this. He was a grave person, 
very handsome, and spoke with much deliberation. He gave the 
task of annoying me to another gentleman, called Monseigneur 
de Marmagne, who was treasurer of Languedoc. The first thing 
this fellow did was to seek out the best rooms in the place, and 
to have them prepared for liimself. Whereupon I said the castle 
had been given me by the King, because 1 was in his service; 
and that I would have no one live there save myself and my 
servants. He was an arrogant, audacious man, of a very hot 
temper, and he told me he would do just what he pleased; that 
I was knocking my head against a wall if I thought of fighting 
with him; and that everything he did was done by order of 
Villeroy, Then I said that my authority came from the King, 
and that neither he nor Villeroy could do anything of the kind. 
Whereupon he poured out a shower of abuse in his French 
tongue; and I gave him the lie in my own. Roused to^a pitch 
of anger, he made as if to seize his little poniard. So I*put my 
hand on the big dagger which I always carried for my defence, 
and cried, “If you dare to draw that weapon, you’re a dead 
man!” He had two servants vnth him, and I had my two 
apprentices. He stopped a moment, in two minds as to the 
better course; but the wish to do me a mischief was uppermost, 
and he muttered, “I will never endure such a thing.” I saw the 
affair was going badly; so I took a sudden resolve, and called 
to Pagolo and Ascanio, “When you see me draw my dagger, 
throw yourselves on the two menials, and kill them if you can; 
for I’ll run this fellow through at one blow. Then we’ll make off 
at once together.” Marmagne, hearing my plan, thought he 
would come off well, if he got out of the place alive. All these 
adventures -albeit a little more modestly — I wrote to the 
Cardinal of Ferrara, who informed his Majesty at once. The 
King, in a great rjige, gave me in charge to another of his guard. 
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called Monseigneur le Vicomte d’Orbec, who looked after all 
my wants with every courtesy imaginable. 

xiv. As soon as I had put my house and shop in order, and 
fitted them up with ever^^hing I needed for my work, and for 
the honourable maintenance of my personal establishment, I 
set at once to making three models of the same size as the 
finished works in silver were to be. These were the Jupiter, 
Vulcan, and Mars. I made them of clay well supported with 
iron. Then I went off to the King, who let me have^ if I remember 
rightly, three hundred pounds of silver, so that I might begin 
my work. While I was preparing these things, I finished the 
little vase and the oval basin, which had taken us several months. 
1 liad them beautifully gilt; and there was not another piece of 
plate in Prance which could be compared to them. I took them 
at once to the Cardinal of Ferrara, who thanked me heartily, 
and then went by himself to the King, and made him a present 
of them. His Majesty was enchanted, and heaped more praises 
on me than ever fell to a man of my condition. In return for the 
gift he presented the Cardinal with an abbey worth seven 
thousand crowns ^ yc u ^ end he wanted to make me a present 
too. But the Cardinal put a stop to that, saying that his Majesty 
was too hasty, since I had as yet done nothing for him. The 
King, however, who was most liberal, replied, “But I want to 
encourage him to serve me''; whereupon the Cardinal, ashamed 
of himself, rejoined, “Sire, I beg you will leave the thin^ to me. 
I will allow him a pension of at least three hundred crowns as 
soon as I have taken possession of my abbey.’' I never had a 
farthing from him; but it would be too long were I to tell all the 
ra.scality of this Cardinal, I will reserve myself for things of 
greater importance. 

XV. I went back to Paris; and the King's marked favour of 
me gained me the admiration of every one. \Mien 1 got the 
silver, 1 began the statue of Jupiter, hired a great many work- 
men, and pushed the thing forward, never resting day or night 
from my work; so that when Jupiter, Vulcan, and Mars were 
finished in clay, and the silver Jupiter was making speedy 
progress, the workshop made a goodly show. Just then the King 
came to Paris. I w^ent to see him; and as soon as he set eyes on 
me, he called me in a cheerful voice, and asked me if I had 
anything beautiful to show him; for if so, he would come to my 
house and see it. Accordingly 1 told him all I had been doing; 
and he was at once taken with the strongest desire to come. 
So after dinner he set out with Madame d’Etampes, the Cardinal 
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of Lorraine^ and some other of his lords. Among the company 
were the King of Navarre^ his cousin^ and the Queen of Navarre, 
his sister, as well as the Dauphin and Dauphiness; so that all 
the nobility of the French Court came to see me that day. In 
the meantime 1 had gone back home, and had set to work again. 
When the King appeared at the door of my castle, and heard 
the noise of our hammers, he ordered all his suite to be quiet. 
Every man in the shop was hard at work, so that his Majesty 
took me completely by surprise. When he entered my great 
hall, the first thing he saw was me with a large silver plate in 
my hand, which I was hammering for the body of Jupiter. 
Another man was making the head, and another the legs; so 
that the noise was tremendous. Now there was a little French 
boy working near me, who had been annoying me in some 
trifling way. I gave him a kick, and, as ill luck would have it, 
my foot caught him in the fork of the legs, and sent him reeling 
more than four cul^ts away; so that just as the King came in, 
the child fell up against him. His Majesty laughed heartily; but 
I was all in confusion. Then he began to ask me what I was 
doing, and would have me go on working. But he told me I 
should please him best by not wasting my strength on manual 
labour. I was to employ all the men I wanted, and make them 
do the main part of the work. He wished me to keep in good 
health, he said, so that I might remain in his service all the 
longer. 1 replied I should fall ill at once if I did not work; nor 
would the work, under these circumstances, be of that quality 
which I should desire for his Majesty. The King thought I said 
this from mere boastfulness, and not because I really £hought 
so; and he made the Cardinal of Lorraine repeat what he had 
said. Then I explained my reasons so fully and frankly that the 
Cardinal was quite convinced, and advised the King to let me 
work little or much, just as I liked. 

xvi. The King, well satisfied with what I was doing, went 
back to the palace, after taking leave of me with more compli- 
ments than I have time to write down. Next day, while he was 
at dinner, he sent for me. The Cardinal of Ferrara was dining 
with him; and when I got there, the King was at the second 
course. At once he began to speak to me, saying, that since he 
had such a beautiful b^in and jug from my hand, he wished for 
a fine salt-cellar to keep them company. So he asked me to make 
him ja design for one, and without delay. I answered, “Your 
Majesty will see such a design sooner than you expect;* for 
while I was making the basin, I thought a salt-cellar should be 
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made to go yrith it; so the thing is ready, and, if it please you, 
I can show it to you now.” Then he turned with the greatest 
animation to his lords who were present — the King of Navarre, 
the Cardinal of Lorraine, and the Cardinal of Ferrara — and said, 
“Verily, this is a man to make himself loved and desired by 
every one who knows him!” Tiien to me he said he would, 
indeed, like to see my model. Off I went, and speedily returned; 
for I had but to cross the Seine. I brought back with me a wax 
model, which I had already made at the request of the Cardinal 
of Ferrara in Rome. When I uncovered it, his Majesty exclaimed 
in his astonishment, “This is a hundred times more divine 
than I could ever have imagined. The man is a wonder ! He should 
never lay down his tools.” Then turning to me with a most 
joyful face, he said that the model pleased liim very much, 
and that he would like me to carry it out in gold. The Cardinal 
of Ferrara, who was present, gave me a look as if to say he 
recognised the design as the one I had made for him in Rome. 
So I reminded him of what I had said before — that I should 
make it for him who was destined to possess it. The Cardinal 
recalled the word.>; . annoyed at the thought that I was 
having my revenge, said, “Sire, this is a very great undertaking. 
I doubt I shall never see it completed; for these clever men who 
have such 6ne ideas, are all agog to begin things, without con- 
sidering duly when they may be finished. Therefore, if I were 
to order such elaborate works, I should like to know' when I 
was to have them,” To this the King replied that he who 
worried so anxiously about the end of a piece of work would 
never Ixjgin anything. And it was plain from his tone that he 
meant to say, such things were not for poor-spirited creatures. 
Then I spoke: “Princes who put heart into their servants, as 
your Majesty does by act and word, make the greatest enter- 
prises easy; and since God has given me so admirable a master, 
I am in hopes of bringing many great and noble works to com- 
pletion for him.” “So I think, too,” said the King as he rose 
from table. Then he called me into his own room, and asked me 
how much gold I should want for the salt-cellar. “A thousand 
crowns,” I answered; whereupon he ordered his treasurer, 
Monseigneur le Vicomte d'Orbec, to give me without delay a 
thousand old gold crowns of good weiglit. 

When I left his Majesty, I sent for the two notaries through 
whom I had got the silver for the Jupiter, as well as many other 
.things. Then I crossed the Seine and fetched a little basket, 
which one of my cousins, a nun, had given me when I passed 
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through Florence. (And it was a piece of great good luck that I 
took this basket instead of a bag.) 1 thought I could expedite 
the business by day — ^it was still early — and I did not wish to 
disturb my men at their work, nor even to take a servant with 
me. When I reached the treasurer’s house, I found he had the 
money lying before him; and he was selecting it as the King 
had told him. Nevertheless, it seemed to me that the rascal 
used every kind of artful delay about the counting of the money; 
for it was not ready till three hours after sunset. But I was not 
wanting in prudence ; and so I sent for several of my workmen to 
come and bear me company, saying the matter was of much im- 
portance. When I saw they did not come, I asked the messenger if 
he had done my errand. The villain said he had, and that they 
had told him they could not come. But he would carry the 
money for me willingly, he said. I replied that I should carry 
it myself. Meanwhile the contract was signed. When the money 
had been counted, I put it all in my little basket; then pushed 
my arm through the two handles, and as this was no easy 
matter, the basket was shut tight, and I carried the gold more 
safely than I should have done in a bag. I was well armed with 
coat and sleeves of mail; and with my sword and dagger at my 
side, I set off as hard as I could. 

xvii. Just then I .saw .some servants whispering together and 
making off from the house at a good pace in the opposite 
direction from me. I walked briskly, crossed the Pont du Change, 
and went along a little wall by the river, which led to my 
apartment in the Nesle, till I came to the Augustinians. Now 
this is a most perilous place ; and though it was only five Bhndred 
steps from my house, yet as the inhabited part of the castle was 
almost as far within, my voice would never have been heard 
if I had called out. Well, just there I was attacked. My mind 
was made up in a flash when I saw four armed men upon me. 
Quickly I covered my basket with my cloak, drew my sword, 
and seeing they were hotly closing round me, I cried, “You can 
get nothing from soldiers but their cloak and sword, and before 
I give you mine, I hope you will not be much the better for 
them.” While I was answering their attack with spirit, I opened 
my arms wide several times, so that, should they be in league 
with the servants who had seen me Uike the money, they 
might come to the conclusion that I had no such sum upon me. 
The fight w^as soon o\'er, and little by little they retired, saying 
in their own tongue, “This is a brave Italian, and certainly not 
the fellow we were in search of. Or if it be indeed the s^me. 
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he has nothing on him.” I spoke in Italian;* and aU the time I 
thrusting and digging at them^ so that they barely escaped 
with their lives. Indeed, I wielded my arms with such skill 
that they took me for a soldier rather than a civilian; and 
keeping close together, little by little they drew farther and 
farther back from me, muttering all the time in their lingo; 
while I kept saying, but without bluster, that whoever would 
like my sword and my cloak would have some trouble to get 
them. Then I began to hasten my steps, while they crept on 
slowly behind me; which roused a greater anxiety in me lest I 
should fall into another ambuscade of like rascals, and be caught 
between the two bands. So when I was about a hundred steps 
from my house I began to run as hard as I was able, crying in 
a loud voice, “ To arms ! To arms ! Come out ! Come out ! for &ey 
are killing me.” In an instant four of my young fellows ran to 
me, each armed with a pike. They would have chased the 
villains, who were still to be seen; but I stopped them, shouting 
at the top of my voice, ‘‘Those cowards were four against one, 
and yet couldn’t get hold of the thousand gold crowns, which 
have all but bre^rtn arm. Now let’s go and put them in a 
safe place; and then ill take my two-handed sword and come 
with you wherever you like.” So we went and deposited the 
gold; and my young men, while condoling with me on the 
great peril I had run, yet said reproachfully, “You trust too 
much to yourself; a day will come when you’ll give us all cause 
to weep.” We had a long talk over the matter. Meanwhile my 
enemies had fled; and we all sat down to supper happy and 
gay, and laughing over those sudden strokes of fortune, which 
work for good as well as ill, and which, when they miss their 
mark, are as if they had never been. True, one says to one’s 
self, “ You will learn better against the next time.” But it is not 
so at all; they come each time in some different form, which we 
had never imagined. 

xviii. Next morning I set to work on the fine salt-cellar, and 
threw the greatest energy into this and my other works. Already 
1 had hired a great many workmen, both sculptors and gold- 
smiths, Italians, French, and Germans, according as I found 
them useful; for I changed them from day to day, keeping only 
such as were most capable. I'hose I drove without mercy. They 
saw me work, and fain would have done as much; but I was 
robuster, and they could not stand the excessive labour. In 
hopes of rivalling me, they thought to restore their strength 
with deep drinking and much food, especially . the Germans, 
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who were more skilled and more zealous than the rest. But their 
constitution could not endure such abuse^ and it killed them. 

While I was getting on with the Jupiter, I saw that I had a 
good deal of silver to spare. So, without telling the King, I began 
to make a large two-handled vase about a cubit and a half 
high. Besides, I took it into my head to cast the large model of 
the Jupiter in bronze, and set out without delay on this new 
enterprise. As I had never done such a thing before, I consulted 
certain old masters of the art in Paris, and told them all about 
our Italian methods. They said they had never worked in that 
fashion; but if I would leave them to do it in their own way, 
they would cast the bronze as clean and as good as the clay. 
So I struck a bargain, whereby I put the burden of the work 
upon them, but promised them several crowns over and above 
what they had asked me. Accordingly they began the thing; 
but as I saw they were not doing it after a right method, I set 
to work at once on a head of Julius Caesar, with bust and armour 
more than life size, wliich I made after a small copy of a marvellous 
antique I had brought from Rome. Also I took in hand another 
head of the same size, the model for which was a very beautiful girl 
whom I kept in my house. To this I gave the name of Fontaine- 
bleau, from the place the King had chosen for his own delight. 

A convenient little furnace had been made for founding the 
bronze; and our moulds were got ready and baked, the French 
bronze-casters seeing to the Jupiter, and I to my two heads. 
Then I said to them, “I don't think your Jupiter will be a 
success; for you have not allowed enough air-holes below fof 
the air to circulate. So you are lo-^^ing your time.” They angered 
that if their work did not turn out well, they would return me 
all the money I had given them on account, and would make 
up to me for all I had spent ; but I had better have a care, they 
said, for my fine heads, which I was going to cast in the Italian 
fashion, would l)e a failure. During this dispute there were pre- 
.sent the treasurers and other courtiers who used to come and 
visit me by order of the King. And all that was said and done 
they reported to his Majesty. The two old men who were to cast 
the Jupiter wished to put the thing off, saying they would like 
to adjust the moulds of my two heads. For, they said, they 
could not possibly come out well in my method, and it was a 
great pity to spoil such fine works. When the King heard this, 
he sent a message to them that they had better think about 
learning instead of trying to leach their master. 

So with a great deal of laughing, they put the Jupiter ilito 
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the furnace, while I with an unmoved face, showing neither 
ridicule nor vexation — ^which I nevertheless felt— put in my two 
moulds, one on each side of theirs. And when our metal was 
well founded, with the greatest delight we poured it in. It filled 
up the model of the Jupiter perfectly, and at the same time my 
two heads. So they were overjoyed, and I was well-content; 
for I was glad to have been wrong about their work, and they 
pretended to be glad they had been wrong about mine. Then, 
as the French fashion is, in great spirits they called for drinks; 
and right willingly I gave orders that a rich collation should 
be served. After that they asked me for the money which was 
due to them, and the sum over I had promised; whereupon I 
said, “You have laughed about what I much fear may prove a 
weeping matter. For I have noticed that a great deal too much 
metal has gone into your mould; so I shall give you no more 
money than you have had till to-morrow at lejist.” The poor 
fellows began to think over what I had said to them; and 
without a word they went off home. When morning came, they 
began very quietly to take the things out of the furnace. But 
they could not unco cr their large mould until they had taken 
out my two heads. These turned out excellently; and they stood 
them up where they could be well seen. 'I'hen they began to 
uncover the Jupiter. But they had not gone down two cubits 
when they and their four workmen set up such a cry that [ 
heard them. Thinking they were shouting for joy, 1 made haste 
and ran; for I was in iny room more than five hundred paces 
off. When I reached them, they were like the guardians of 
Christ’s Sepulchre in the picture, all sorrowful and afraid. Having 
glanced at my two heads and seen they were idl right, I felt 
mingled pleasure and vexation. They pleaded exc uses, and 
cried, “How unlucky we are!” Whereupon 1 said, “Your luck 
has been excellent; but what has been bad is your want of 
knowledge. If I had only seen you putting the inner block into 
the mould, with one word I could have let you see how to cast 
the figure to perfection. It would have done me much credit, 
and would have been very helpful to you. I can do without the 
credit; but you’ll gain neither honour nor profit from the business. 
So next time learn how to work, and not make fun of other 
people.” Then they pleaded with mo, owning I was in the right, 
but sa)dng that if I did not help tlicm, with all that great ex- 
pense and loss to make good, they would have to go a-begging 
with their children. I replied that if the King’s treasurer forced 
them to pay what they were responsible for, I would make it 
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good out of my own pocket; for I saw quite well that they had 
done their work honestly^ as far as their knowledge went. My 
conduct in this affair increased the goodwill of the treasurer 
and the other ministers of the King to me more than I can tell. 
The whole thing was told to his Majesty, who, lavishly generous 
as was none other in the world, gave orders that whatever I 
wished should be done. 

xix. At this time the famous captain, Piero Strozzi, came to 
Paris, and recalled to the King the question of his letters of 
naturalisation. His Majesty gave orders they should be made 
out. At the same time he said, "Make out letters also for Ben- 
venuto, ^nofi ami, and take them at once to his house; and let 
him be at no expense in the matter.*’ Piero Strozzi’s cost him 
many hundred ducats. Mine were brought to me by one of the 
chief secretaries, called Monsieur Antoine le Mapon, who handed 
me the letters with the most courteous messages from his 
Majesty, saying, “The King presents you with these, so that 
you may be further encouraged to serve him. They are letters of 
naturalisation.” And he told me how, only after a long delay, 
and as a great favour, they had been given to Piero Strozzi in 
accordance with his request. But his Majesty had sent mine of 
his own free will; and such a favour had never before been 
shown to any one in the whole kingdom. Hearing this, I thanked 
the King effusively; and then I begged the secretary to be good 
enough to tell me what these letters of naturalisation were for. 
He was a most intelligent and well-bred man, and spoke excellent 
Italian. First he began to laugh heartily; then, collecting himself, 
he explained to me in my own Italian tongue what they"were, 
adding that they conferred one of the highest dignities which 
can be given to a foreigner. “In truth,” said he, “it is a greater 
thing than being made a Venetian noble.” Then he left me, 
went back to the King, and told all to his Majesty, who laughed 
for a bit, and then said, “Now I would have liim know why I 
have sent him letters of naturalisation. Go and make out for 
him a patent of lordship of the castle of the Little Nesle, where 
he lives. It is a part of my own patrimony. He will understand 
what that is much more easily than he did the other.” Then a 
messenger came to me with tliis gift, and I wished to use him 
courteously. But he would accept nothing, saying such were his 
Majesty’s orders. When I returned to Italy I brought those 
letters of naturalisation with me, together with the deeds of 
the castle; and wherever I go, and wherever I end my life, I 
shall strive to keep them by me always. 
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XX. Now I shall go on with the tale of my life. I had in hand 
the works I have mentioned, that is, the silver Jupiter, the gold 
salt-cellar, the large silver vase, the two bronze heads; and I 
was making all the haste with them I could. I was also preparing 
to cast the base for the statue, which was of bronze, and richly 
decorated. Among the ornaments were bas-reliefs, on one side 
the rape of Ganymede, and on the other Leda and the Swan. 

I cast it in bronze with great success. Then I designed another 
like it for the statue of Juno, hoping to carry that out too, if 
the King gave me silver enough. Thus by dint of hard work, 

I had got well on with the silver Jupiter and the gold salt-cellar. 
The vase was well forward ; the two bronze heads were already 
finished. I had also made several trifles for the Cardinal of 
Ferrara, and, besides, a little silver vase, richly chased, to 
present to Madame d’Etampes. Likewise, for several Italian 
noblemen, Piero Strozzi, for instance, the Count d’Anguillara, 
the Count di Pitigliano, the Count della Mirandola, and many 
others, I had done a great deal of work. 

As I have said, I had got on excellently with the pieces I was 
making for my i King. About this time he returned to 
Paris; and on the third day after he came to my house, with 
some of the best nobility of his Court. lie was greatly astonished 
at the amount of work I had accomplished, and at its excellence. 
Mow Madame d’Etampes was w’ith him, and they began to talk 
of Fontainebleau. She advised his Majesty to order me to 
viesign some beautiful ornament for his fountain in that place; 
whereupon the King exclaimed, “A very good idea! And this 
very instant I will make up my mind what it shall be.” Then, 
turning to me, he began to ask me what I thought should be 
done for the fountain. So I set before him my ideas, and his 
Majesty expressed his own. Then he told me he was going for 
fifteen or twenty days to St. Germain-en-Laye, twelve leagues 
from Paris; and during that time I was to make a model for 
his beautiful fountain, the richest and most ingenious I could 
tliink of; for the place was to his mind the pleasantest he had 
in all his kingdom. It was thus he commanded and entreated 
me to do all 1 could to produce something exquisite; and I gave 
him my promise. 

When the King saw so many works well forward, he said to 
Madame d*Etamj>es, “I have never employed a man of his 
profession who pleased me more, nor who better earned a reward. 
So we must think how best we can keep him in our service. He is 
open-handed, loves good company, and works hard, and we must 
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keep his needs in mind. And — ^will you believe it, Madame? — 
for as often as he has come to see me, and as I have gone to 
see him, he has never once asked me for anything. His heart is 
evidently all set upon his work. We must think of rewarding 
liim without delay, lest we should lose him.*' Madame d'Etampes 
replied, “T shall remind you." So they took their departure. 
Now, besides all the works I had in hand, I began the model of 
the fountain, working at it with the greatest diligence. 

xxi. At the end of a month and a half the King returned to 
Paris; and I, who had been working day and night, went to 
see him, taking with me the model, which was so well blocked 
out that its design could plainly be seen. That diabolic war 
between the Emperor and the King had by this time broken 
out again; so that I found liim in great trouble. But I spoke to 
the Cardinal of P errara, telling him I had with me certain models 
which his Majesty had ordered, and if he saw a fitting moment 
for showing them, I thought the King would be much pleased 
with them. The Cardinal did as I wished; and when he spoke 
of the models, his Majesty came at once to the place where they 
were. The first I had made for the door of the palace of Fontaine- 
bleau. I had altered — but as little as possible — ^the form of the 
door, which was short and stumpy, after their bad French 
style. The opening was nearly square; and above it was a 
flattened semicircle, like the handle of a basket, in which the 
Kjng wished me to put a figure representing the nymph of 
Fontainebleau, I improved the proportions of the doorway, 
and then placed above it a regular semicircle. The sides I 
adorned with elegant projections, under which, and aBbve, I 
placed corresponding socles and cornices. But instead of two 
columns, which this style is supposed to demand, I designed 
two satyrs, one on each side. The first, which was almost in 
high relief, was raising one hand to support the column, while 
in the other he held a great club. His countenance was haughty 
and proud, striking fear into the beholders. The other figure 
was in a like attitude; but the head and some minor parts were 
different. For example, in his hand he held a whip with three 
balls at the end of chains. Though I call them satyrs, there was 
nothing of the satyr about them save the little horns and their 
goat’s head. The rest of them was human in shape. In the middle 
of the semicircle I had designed a woman lying in a beautiful 
attitude, with her left arm on a stag’s neck, the stag being one 
of the emblems of the King. On one side were young fawns in 
half relief, and wild l^oars and other wild animals in lower 
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relief; on the other side, hunting dogs of the various breeds 
which are found in that lovely wo^ where the fountain springs. 
Then I had enclosed the whole in an oblong; and in each of the 
upper angles had placed a Victory in low relief, with torches in 
her hand, as the ancients were wont to represent her. Above 
this oblong was the salamander, the King^s own device, and 
many other pleasing ornaments befitting the Ionic style of 
the work. 

x^. Hardly had the King set eyes on the model, when his 
spirits rose, and his mind was diverted from the worrying dis- 
cussions in which he had been engaged for more than two hours. 
Seeing he was in the cheerful mood that just suited me, I un- 
covered the second model, which he was not looking for, think- 
ing that one was enough for me to have done. This other was 
more than two cubits high. It was a fountain in the form of a 
perfect square, with very fine steps round it, which intersected 
each other in a way never seen in those parts, and not at all 
common with us. In the middle of the fountain was a pedestal, 
which rose a little beyond the basin; and on this I had set a 
nude figure of hinn .:ilous size and graceful shape. With his 
right hand he held a broken lance on high, and his left rested 
on the handle of a beautiful scimitar. lie stood on his left foot, 
with liis right on a richly chased helmet. At each of the four 
corners of the fountain I had placed a seated figure, raised above 
the pedestal, with many fanciful emblems about each. 

Then his Majesty began to ask me what I meant by all those 
delightful conceits. My plan for the door he had understood 
without asking me; but lor this fountain, though it seemed to 
him very beautiful, he couldn’t make it out at all. Yet he knew 
I was not one of those fools who are capable of producing 
something rather graceful, but entirely without significance. 
Here I set my thoughts in order; for since he was pleased with 
my work, I wished him to be no less so with my exposition. 
“I would hav^e your Sacred Majesty know,” said I, ‘*that this 
whole work is so exactly calculated, to an inch, that when it is 
executed on a large scale, it will retain the same grace you see 
now. This figure in the middle would be fifty-four feet high.” 
(Here the King appeared to be greatly astonished.) “It is meant 
to represent the god Mars. These other four figures are the arts 
*and intellectual pursuits, which your Majesty so much delights 
to encourage. The one on the right hand is Science. As you will 
see, opposite it is Philosophy, with all that pertains to it. This 
other represents the complete art of design— that is, Sculpture, 
Q 
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Painting^ and Architecture. The next is Music^ fitting companion 
for all the rest. And this one^ with so gracious and benign a face^ 
is Liberality, without which none of the endowments which God 
bestows on us can ever have a chance of expression. The great 
statue in the middle is meant for your Majesty’s self, who is a 
very Mars; for you are the sole brave in all the world; and your 
bravery you manifest in justice and well-doing, in defence of 
your glory." Hardly had he the patience to hear me to the 
end, before he burst out in a loud voice, “Verily I have found a 
man after my own heart!" and he called his treasurers, with 
whom I had already had dealings, and told them to provide 
me with everything I might want, at no matter what cost. Then, 
putting his hand on my shoulder, he said to me, “Mow am*" 
— ^which means “my friend" — “I do not know whose is the 
greater pleasure, that of the prince who has found a man after 
his own heart, or that of the artist who has found a prince who 
allows him whatever he needs to carry out his best ideas." I 
answered that if it was I his Majesty referred to, mine was much 
the greater luck. He replied with a laugh, “ Let’s say our luck 
is equal." Then I took my leave; and in the highest spirits went 
back to my work. 

xxiii. As my ill fortune would have it, nobody suggested to 
me I had best play just such another comedy with Madame 
d'Etampes. When she heard that evening, from the King’s own 
mouth, all that had been going on, a venomous rage was roused 
in her bosom, and she burst out angrily, “If Benvenuto had 
taken the trouble to show me his fine works, he woul^^have 
given me reason for remembering him at the right moment." 
The King made excuses for me; but in vain. 1 heard of the 
occurrence only after they had gone on a journey through 
Normandy, stopping at Rouen imd Dieppe. However, fifteen 
days after, when they had returned to Saint Germain-en-Laye, 
I repaired to that place, taking with me the lovely little vase 
I had made at the request of Madame d’Etampes. I meant to 
give it to her, hoping thus to regain her favour. So I presented 
myself at her house, and showed her nurse what I had brought 
for her mistress. The nurse received me most kindly; and 
promised she would say a word to Madame, who was not yet 
dressed ; and that as soon as she had announced me, she would 
usher me in. The woman gave all my messages to Madame, 
who aaswered contemptuously, “Tell him to wait." Hearing 
this, I clothed myself with patience, than which nothing; is 
harder to me. However, I kept calm till after her dinner-tiifie. 
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Then, seeing it was getting late, hunger roused such a fury in 
me that, unable any longer to bear it, I consigned her devoutly 
to the devil, and took myself off to find the Cardinal of Lor- 
raine. I made him a present of the vase, only asking in return 
that he would keep me in the King’s favour. He said there was 
no need for his mediation; but tlmt should it arise, he would 
willingly say a word for me. Then he called his treasurer and 
whispered in his ear. The treasurer waited till I had left the 
presence of the Cardinal, and then he said, Benvenuto, come 
with me and I’ll give you a beaker of good wine to drink.” 
Thereupon I answered — ^not rightly understanding what he 
meant — ‘*For any sake, my lord treasurer, let me have just 
one beaker of wine and a mouthful of bread. Truly I am in want 
of it; for from an early hour this morning till now I have been 
fasting on Madame d’Etampes’s doorstep. I went merely to give 
her that fine vase of silver gilt, and told her as much. But, 
only to spite me, she sent word I was to wait. Now hunger has 
gripped me, and I am ready to faint. But as God has willed, I 
have given the labour of my hands to one who doserves it more, 
and all I ask is ooncthing to drink; for I am somewhat of a 
bilious disposition, and fasting puts me so out of sorts that I 
am in danger of falling now from sheer weakness.” While I was 
struggling to get out these words, there appeared a collation of 
exquisite wine and other dainties, so that I was perfectly re- 
stored; and having got back my vital force.s, I discovered that 
my rage had all passed away. The good treasurer handed to me 
a hundred gold crowrts; but I refused obstinately to have 
anything to do with them. When he went to report this, the 
Cardinal called him names, and ordered him to force me to take 
them, and not to come into his presence till he had done so. 
So the treasurer came back to me in great trouble, saving that 
never before had he been so abused by the Cardinal. He still 
persisted in offering me the money; and I was still obstinate, 
till he got in a rage, and said he would force me to accept. So 
at last I took the money. When I proposed to go and thank 
liis lordship, he sent a message by a secretary that whenever 
he could do me a good turn, he would do so willingly. I returned 
to Paris the same evening. The King had learned everything; 
and they teased Madame d'Etampes about the affair, which 
only embittered her the more, whereby I was placed in great 
peril of my life. But I shall speak of that in its own place. 

xxiv. Long before this I should have told of my friendship 
with one of the ablest, the most affectionate and friendliest 



234 the life of BENVENUTO CELLINI 

men I have ever known in all my life. This was Messer Guido 
Guidi, an excellent physician and doctor, and a Florentine 
noble. But in telling of the endless troubles with which my 
adverse fortune assailed me, I have neglected to speak of him 
earlier. The omission mattered little, I thought, since I kept 
him ever near my heart. But now I see that the story of my life 
is incomplete without himj and so I shall bring him forward 
here, in the midst of my greatest trials; so that as he was then 
my strength and aid, now I can recall the good he did to me. 
At the beginning of our acqumntance, when he came to Paris, 
I took him to my castle, and there gave him a suite of apart- 
ments for his own use; and we were the best of neighbours for 
several years. Now there arrived also the Bishop of Pavia, 
Monseigneur de’ Rossi, brother of the Count of San Secondo. 
I took this gentleman away from his inn, and lodged him in 
my castle, giving him also apartments of his own, where he 
installed himself very comfortably with his servants and equip- 
age for many montlis. At another time I put up Messer Luigi 
Alamanni and his sons for several months. Truly God was good 
to me in enabling me to be of service to great and distinguished 
men like these. Messer Guido and I rejoiced in our friendship all 
the years I remained in Paris; and often did we coi^ratulate 
ourselves and each other that we were gaining skill at the 
cost of the great and wonderful prince, each in his own pro- 
fession. I can truly say that, whatever I am, whatever of good 
and beauty I have produced, is all due to that admirable ^ng. 
So now I pick up the thread of my story, to speak of him and 
of the great things I executed for him. 

XXV. In my castle I had a tennis-court, which I made very 
profitable by hiring It out to players. There were also some 
small rooms in the place where lived all sorts of men, and among 
them a very clever printer of books. Nearly the whole of his 
establishment lay inside my castle; and it was he who printed 
Messer Guido’s first fine book on medicine. As I needed the 
rooms myself, I turned him out; but it was no easy matter. 
There was also a maker of saltpetre, whose rooms I wanted for 
some of my German workmen; but he would not budge. Several 
times I had asked him courteously to oblige me by quitting my 
rooms, since I wished to lodge in them my workmen in the 
King’s service. The more politely I spoke, the more insolently 
did the beast reply; and at last I gave him three days’ notice, 
at which he laughed, and said that in three years’ time he might 
begin to think about it. I did not know that he was of the 
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household of Madame d’Etampes. And had it not been that the 
affair with Madame d’Etampes made me rather more prudent 
than I was wont to be, I should have turned him out on the 
spot. As it was, I made up my mind to have patience for three 
days. When the time was up, without another word to him, I 
called in the aid of my Germans, Italians, and Frenchmen, all 
armed, as well as many of the rougher workmen I employed; 
and in a short time I dismantled his whole house, and turned all 
his property outside my castle. The treatment was somewhat 
severe ; but I had recourse to it because he had said to me that 
he knew not a single Italian strong enough or daring enough to 
move even a nail from his walls. So now, when the thing was 
done, he made his appearance, and I said to him, “I am the 
least Italian in all Italy; and I have done nothing to you com- 
pared to what I had it in my mind to do, and what I shall do, 
if you venture to speak one word.’^ And these were not the only 
insults I threw at him. The man, astounded and terrified, 
collected his things as well as he could; and then ran to Madame 
d'Etampes, and described me as the very devil. And she, my 
great enemy, piair.ed me in still worse colours to the King, 
being more eloquent and more powerful. I'wice, as was told me, 
his Majesty was on the point of being angered, and of giving an 
order against me. But his son Henry, the Dauphin, to-day the 
King of P'rance, who had been uncourteously treated by the 
proud lady, and the Queen of Navarre, too. King Francis’s 
sister, spoke in my favour so tactfully that his Majesty turned 
the whole thing into a jest. So, by the help of God, I escaped a 
greater misfortune. 

XX vi. I had to do very much the same thing with another 
man of the kind; but T did not ruin liis house: 1 only threw all 
his things out. And on this occasion Madame d'Etampes had the 
face to say to the King, “I believe this devil will sack Paris 
one day!” The King replied with heat that I did most rightly 
to defend myself from the low scoundrels who wished to hinder 
me in my service of him. Every hour the rage of this cruel lady 
increased. She sent for a painter who had his residence at 
Fontainebleau, where the King nearly always was. He was a 
Bolognese, and was known as II Bologna, though his right name 
was Francesco Primaticcio. Madame d’Etampes bade him ask 
the King to give him the commission for the fountain which his 
Majesty had a.ssigned to me; and she promised to second him by 
every means in her power. So it w'as agreed betw^een them. 
Bologna was happier than ever he had been in his life; and felt 
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quite sure of the thing, though it was not the kind of work he was 
used to. But he was a very good designer, and he had in his 
employment several workmen trained under Rosso, our Floren- 
tine painter, who was, of n truth, a very able man. In fact, 
whatever good work Bologna did was due to his imitation of 
the style of Rosso, who was now dead. ^ 

Their clever arguments, along with the powerful influence of 
Madame d’Etampes, did the work; for night and day they kept 
on hammering at the King. When Madame stopped, Bologna 
began. But what affected him most strongly was their both 
saying, “How is it possible. Sacred Majesty, that Benvenuto 
can make you the twelve silver statues you are so eager for? 
See, he has not yet finished one. If you encourage him in this 
new and important undertaking, it is certain you will never 
get the other things you are so set on; for not even a hundred of 
the ablest men could finish such great works as this one man 
has already in hand. It is plain he is eager for work; but for that 
very reason it seems likely your Majesty will lose both him and 
his work at one stroke.*’ These and other reasons were set forth 
just when the King was in the right temper for entertaining 
them; and so he £^reed to all they asked him. Yet he had never 
been shown any designs or models for the work in question from 
the hand of Bologna. 

xxvii. About this time the second tenant I had evicted from 
my castle took action against me, protesting that I had stolen 
a great quantity of his goods when I had turned him out. This 
law-suit gave me endless worry, and took up so much time 
that often I was in despair, and wished to leave the place for 
good. In France they are wont to make no end of capital out 
of a suit against a foreigner, or any one whom they see little 
disposed for litigation. As soon as they find there is something 
to be got out of the suit, they try to sell it; for men have been 
known to give suits as dowries with their daughters to such 
as make their living out of these contracts. Another wicked 
custom, which nearly all the Normans have, is their skilful 
concoction of false evidence. So it happens that those who buy 
the suits, at once instruct five or six perjurers, according to the 
need ; and thus a man who does not know the custom, and has 
had no hint given him to provide just as many to swear against 
them, has no chance of winning his case. 

These things happened to me; and the w'hole affair seeming 
most dishonest, I appeared in the great hall of Paris to defend 
my rights. There I saw a judge, the King’s deputy in civil cases, 
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sitting on a great raised tribunal — a tall, heavy, fat man he was, 
of the severest aspect. To the right and left of him were a number 
of procurators and advocates. Others came, one at a time, and 
each presented his case to the judge, I heard the pleaders at his 
side all speaking at once; and I stood there marvelling at that 
astonishing man, with the Pluto-like face, in his watchful atti- 
tude, now lending ear to one, now to the other, and answering 
each with ability. Now it has always delighted me to see and 
savour every kind of skill; and this struck me as so wonderful 
that I would not have missed it for anything. As the great hall 
was already full of people, they took care to let no one enter 
who had no business there. The door was kept locked, and a 
guardian stood to bar the way. Occasionally this guard, in pre- 
venting the entrance of some one who had no right there, 
interrupted the judge with the great noise he made, and the 
judge then got in a fury and rated the guardian soundly. This 
happened several times; and I noticed the thing, and likewise 
caught the precise words which fell from the judge’s lips. It 
happened that two gentlemen were determined to get in to 
watch the procceduigs, and the porter was resisting stoutly. 
Thereupon the judge cried in a loud voice, “Silence! Silence! 
Satan, hence with you! Silence!** Now in the French tongue 
these words sound like, Pke phe, Satan, phe phe ali, 

\Paix, paix, Satan ; allez, paix /] I had become proficient 
in the French language, and, hearing these words, I recalled 
what Dante said when he and his master Virgil entered the 
doors of Hell. Now Dante and the painter Giotto w'ere together 
in France, and particularly in Paris, where, for the reasons I 
have here set forth, the place of justice is indeed an Inferno. 
Thus Dante, who knew the French tongue well, made use of 
this saying. And it has seemed to me curious that th<‘ line has 
never been understood in this sense; and so 1 declare and believe 
that the commentators make him say things he never thought of. 

xxviii. Now to return to my own business. When I learned 
what was the kind of judgment I had to expect from these men 
of law, and saw no other way of helping myself, I had recourse 
for my defence to a ^eat dagger which I possessed — for I have 
ever delighted in haring fine weapons. The first I assaulted was 
the man who had brought the unjust law-suit against me; and 
one evening I wounded him so seriously as to deprive him of 
the use of his legs, as well as injuring his arms. But I took care 
. not to kill him. Then I found the other man who had brought 
the suit, and gave him what made him glad enough to stop his 
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litigation. Thanking God for this and all His other merdes, and 
hoping I might now be left unmolested for a time, I entreated 
the young men of my house, especially the Italians, to attend 
each to his own business, for the love of God, and give me good 
help for a while, so that I might complete the works I had begun. 
As soon as I had finished them, I wished to return to Italy; for 
I could not endure any more the rascalities of these Frenchmen ; 
and if the good King once lost patience, it would go badly 
with me that I had frequently defended m 5 rself in the way I 
have described. Of the Italians the first and the dearest was 
Ascanio from Tagliacozzo, in the kingdom of Naples; the next 
was Pagolo, the Roman, a man of very humble birth, who did 
not know his own father. These were the two I had brought from 
Rome, and who had lived there with me. Another Roman had 
come to seek me out, whose name was also Pagolo, the son 
of a poor gentleman of the Macaroni house. This young fellow 
did not know much about art; but he knew very well how to 
handle his sword. Another of them was from Ferrara, Bartolom- 
meo Chioccia by name. And one was a Florentine called Pagolo 
Micceri. His brother, nicknamed ‘^11 Gatta,*^ was noted for his 
skill in book-keeping, but had ruined himself in looking after 
the estate of Tommaso Guadagni, a rich merchant. This Gatta 
put my books straight, in which I kept the accounts of the 
most Christian King and of my other customers. Pagolo Micceri, 
having learnt the method from. his brother, carried on the 
work for me, and I paid him excellently for it. He seemed to be 
a very good young man. I thought him devout, hearing Wm 
humming psalms all the time, and seeing him finger his rosary, 
and I counted much on this feigned piety. One day I said to 
him, “ Pagolo, dearest \)rother, you see how comfortable you 
are with me, and you know you had nothing of your own to 
begin with. Besides, you art a Florentine. Likewise, I trust you 
the more that I see you very devout in the practices of religion 
which pleases me very much. I entreat you, therefore, to help 
me, for I have not too much confidence in any of the others. 
Therefore I beg you to look carefully after two things of great 
importance, out of which might arise endless worry for me. 
One is to w'atch over my property that it be not stolen; and mind 
not to touch it yourself. The next thing is this; you know that 
poor child Caterina. I keep her in my house chiefly on account 
of my art — for I must have a model. But since I am a man, 
I have also kept her for my pleasure; and it may be she will 
bear me a child. Now T don't w^ant to spend my money on other 
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people’s children; still less could I support such an insult to 
my honour. If any one in the house were audacious enough to 
do such a thing, and I were aware of it, I verily belie\’e I should 
kill them both. Therefore I beg you, dear brother, to help me; 
and if you see anything amiss, tell me at once, and I’ll send her, 
and her mother, and her seducer to the gallows. But keep a 
watch first of all on yourself.” The rascal made tlic sign of the 
cross from his head to his feet, and said, “Blessed Jesus! God 
forbid that I should ever think of such a thing I To begin with, 
I am not given to these villainies. Besides, don’t you believe I 
am aware of all I owe to you?” When I heard him say these 
things so simply, and with such a look of affection, I believed 
that things were just as he said. 

xxix. Two days after was a feast day; and Messer Mattio del 
Nazaro, another Italian sculptor in the service of the King, 
had in\ated me and my young men to a party of pleasure in a 
garden. So I prepared to go, and I told Pagolo that he too 
might come out and enjoy himself; for it seemed to me that 
things had now quieted down after that troublesome law-suit. 
But the young iuar. anawered, “It would indeed be a great 
mistake to leave the house unguarded. Think of all the gold 
and silver and jewels you have here. Being as we are in a dty 
of robbers, we should watch day as well as night. So I will wait 
at home and say my prayers, guarding the house the wliile. 
Go with an easy mind and enjoy yourself. Another lime one of 
the rest will take my place.” 

It seemed to me I might go of! without any anxiety; and so 
I took Pagolo, Ascanio, and Chioccia to the garden, and there 
we spent a good part of the day very pleasantly. When it was 
drawing towards evening, another humour took me, and I began 
to brood over the words the villain had said to me with such an 
air of simplicity. So I mounted my horse and returned to the 
castle with two of my servants. There I nearly caught Pagolo 
and that hussy Caterina. As soon as I arrived, that French bawd 
of a mother called out loud, “Pagolo! ('aterina! here’s the 
master.” When I saw them both terror-struck, coming towards 
me all in disorder, not knowing what they were saying, nor in 
their daze where they were going, their guilt was too plainly 
to be seen. Reason in me was choked with anger; and, seizing 
my sword, I resolved to kill the two of them. But Pi^olo ran 
away; and the woman threw herself on lier knees and cried aloud 
to Heaven for pity. My first idea was to attack the man; Ixit I 
could not catch him at once; and by the time I did so I had 
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made up my mind that the best course was to chose them both 
away. For I had so many violent deeds to my account, that were 
I to add another, I could hardly escape with my life. So I said 
to Pagolo, “ Rascal, had I seen with my eyes what your appear- 
ance compels me to believe, then this sword would have run 
you ten times through. Now be off with you ! And if you ever 
say another Paternoster, may it be San Giuliano’sl*' Then I 
hustled out the mother and the daughter, with blow and shove 
and cuff and kick. They were determined to revenge themselves 
for this treatment; and took counsel of a Norman advocate, 
who told them to say I had used Caterina in the Italian fashion. 
“At least,” said he, “when the Italian hears of this, he will 
bribe you with several hundreds of ducats that you may hold 
your tongues; for he will know the grave penalty attaching in 
France to such a crime.” So it was agreed. They brought the 
accusation against me, and I was summoned. 

XXX. The more I longed for rest, the more did troubles spring 
up. Every day assailed by Fortune in divers ways, I brooded 
over the ^st course for me to pursue, whether to make off with- 
out a word to anyone, and let France go to the devil, or to fight 
this thing out, and see for what end God had created me. For 
some time I worried over this matter. At last I made up my 
mind to be off, and not provoke my e\il fortune over-much, lest 
I should run my neck into a noose. I had made all my arrange- 
ments, and taken steps to dispose of the property I could not 
carry with me. The lighter things my servants and I were to 
carry on our persons as best we could. 

Still, I was taking my departure with a very heavy heart. 
And so one day I was sitting by myself in a little study. My young 
men had been counsellihg me to be off; but I told them that I 
must think over the matter a little alone, though I knew that in 
great part they spoke the truth. For if I could only keep out 
of prison, and let this fury spend itself somewhat, I could much 
better excuse myself to the King by letters, which should prove 
to him how- this cruel slander was the work of men who envied 
me. Well, as I have said, I had made up my mind to this 
course, when just as I rose to prepare for my departure, some 
invisible one took me by the shoulder and turned me about. 
Then a rousing voice said in my ear, “Benvenuto, do as you arc 
wont, and fear not!” On the spot I changed my mind entirely, 
and said to my Italian friends, “ Arm yourselves well, and come 
out with me, and do just as I bid you. Not another word oii 
the matter, for I am going to answer my summons. If I were 
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to leave next day, you would all vanish in smoke. So do my 
bidding, and on with me.” Then all together the lads cried, 
“Since we are here, and live on Benvenuto, we should go with 
him and help him to do what he intends so long as there is life 
in us. There is more truth in what he says than in what we 
proposed; for as soon as he is out of this, his enemies would 
send us packing. Let us think of all the great works which are 
begun, and how important they are. We could not finish them 
without him ; and his enemies would declare he had gone because 
their completion was beyond him.” They said many sensible 
things besides. Macaroni, the young Roman, was the first to 
put spirit into them, and he enlisted also several Germans and 
Frenchmen who were friends of mine. 

We were ten in all. I took the road with my mind fixed fast 
not to be taken alive. When I came into the presence of the 
criminal judges, I found Caterina and her mother laughing 
together with their advocate. On my entrance I demanded the 
judge in a bold voice. He was sitting raised above the others on 
a tribunal, swelled and big and fat. When he saw me, he shook 
his head threateiing and said in a low voice, “Though you 
are called Benvenuto, this time you are rather Malvenuto (ill 
come).” I caught his meaning, and, speaking again, I said, 
“ Dispatcli this affair of mine. Let me know what I am here for.” 
Then the judge turned to Caterina and said, “Caterina, tell all 
that has taken place between you and Benvenuto.” She replied 
I had used her in the Italian manner. Then, turning to me, 
the judge said, “You hear what she says.” And I answered, 
“ If I have done so, it was only because I wished to have a son 
like the rest of you.” Whereupon the judge replied that the 
accusation was quite other ; and I answered he must l^e referring 
to some French rather than an Italian custom, since she knew 
more about it than I; and I ordered lur to tell just what our 
relations had been. Then the wicked hussy said right out the 
beastliness which she scandalously accused me of. I made her 
repeat it three times one after the other; and when she had 
finished I cried aloud, “My lord judge, deputy of the most 
Christian King, I claim justice! I know the laws condemn both 
parties in such a crime to be burned at the stake. Now she 
confesses her sin. I have had nothing to do with it. Her bawd 
of a mother is here, and she has done more than enough to 
deserve the stake. I call on you for justice!” This I cried again 
and again in a loud voice, demanding the stake for her mother, 
and declaring to the judge that if he did not commit her to 
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prison there and then, I should run to the King and tell him the 
wrong done to me by his deputy in the criminal courts. Those 
on the other side began to speak in lower tones when they heard 
me storming; and then I stormed yet louder. The hussy and 
her mother set to weeping, and I called to the judge, “To the 
fire with them! To the fire!*’ The great coward of a judge, 
seeing the thing was not going as he had planned, began with 
insinuating words to excuse the frailty of the female sex. At that 
I felt 1 had got the best in a big fight; and, grumbling and 
threatening, I gladly took myself off the scene. In fact I would 
have paid five hundred crowns never to have appeared there. 
Saved from that abyss, I gave thanks to God with all my heart, 
and returned in good spirits with my young men to my castle. 

xxxi. When perverse fortune— or if we like to call it so, our 
unlucky star — aims at persecuting us, it never lacks new means 
of attack. It seemed to me that as I had just escaped a terrible 
abyss, my evil star would leave me alone for a time. But before 
I had recovered my breath after that awful peril, it suddenly 
sprang fresh trials upon me. At the end of three days two things 
happened, each of which put my life in the balance. This was the 
first. I went to Fontainebleau to talk with the King, who had 
written me a letter, saying he wished me to make the dies for 
the coins of the whole kingdom. In the letter he sent me a few 
little designs, to indicate m some way what he wanted. But, 
nevertheless, he gave me leave to do them exactly as I pleased; 
and so I made new designs after my own ideas, and in accord- 
ance with the rules of aft. Well, when I got to Fontainebleau, 
one of the treasurers who had been ordered by the Kirl^ to 
supply my needs — Monsieur de la Fa was he called — made 
haste to say, “ Benvenuto, the painter Bologna has got a com- 
mission from the King to make your great Colossus; and all the 
orders given us by his Majesty on your account are diverted 
from you in favour of him. W'e are all very angry, for we think 
that Italian fellow has behaved very insolently towards you. 
The work was given to you on the strength of your models 
and your labours. He takes it from you oriy because he is in 
favour with Madame d*P2tampes. It is many months ago since 
he got the order; yet up till now there is no sign of his having 
set to work.** I was astonished, and said, “How is it possible 
that I have never heard a word of this?” Then he told me that 
Bologna had kept it very secret; that he had got the work, 
indeed, with the greatest difficulty, for the King had been 
unwilling; and only the persistence of Madame d’Etampes had 
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won it for him. I felt that a great wrong had been done me; 
and when I thought how a work which I had gained with great 
labour had been wrenched from me, I made up my mind to do 
something decisive. So, ^rding on my sword, I went in search 
of Bologna. I found him in his room, engaged in study. He called 
to me to come in; and with some Lombard palaver asked me 
what business had given him the pleasure of a visit; and I 
answered, *‘An excellent business, and an important one.” 
Then he ordered his servants to bring wine, saying, “Before 
we discuss anything, let us drink together; for such is the custom 
here in France.” But I replied, “Messer Francesco, I would 
have you know that the matters we are about to discuss together 
do not call for drinking in the first instance. Perhaps afterwards 
we may do so.” And so I began the discussion. “All who have 
any pretensions to be men of worth act so that they may be 
known for such; otherwise they no longer get the name of 
honest men. I know that you were aware the King had given me 
a commission to make a great Colossus. There was talk about it 
for eighteen months; and neither you nor any one else came 
forward to say a iVord on tlie matter. It was by my own great 
labours [ proved my capacity to the King, who was pleased 
with my models, and for that reason entrusted the thing to 
me. All these months I have not heard of any other intention 
he had formed, till this morning when I learnt that you had got 
the commission, having wrested it away from me. This work I 
had won by my proven deeds ; and you steal it from me by mere 
empty words.” 

xxxii. To this Bologna replied, “0 Benvenuto, every one 
tries to forv/ard his own intere.sts in every way possible. If the 
King wills tliis, what have you to reply? You would but waste 
your time; for I have it all arranged, and the thing is mine. Now' 
say what you’ve got to say. I shall listen.” Then 1 replied, 
“I would have you know, Messer Francesco, that I have a 
great deal to say, which would prove to you indisputably, and 
make you confess that such things as you have said and done 
are not customary among rational beings. But I will briefly 
come to the point I am aiming at. So now lend me your ears, 
and hear me well, for the matter is of consequence.” Seeing me 
flushed, and my face greatly changed, he was about to move 
from his seat; but I told him it was not yet time to move, that 
he was to sit still and listen to me. Then I began again, “ Messer 
Francesco, you know that the work was mine first, and that the 
time is past when any one had a right to discuss the matter. 
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Yet I declare that I shall be content^ if you make a models and 
I make one too^ different from my first. Then we shall take them 
peaceably to our great King; and whoever can boast of having 
produced the best work in this way will deserve the Colossus. 
And if you succeed, I shall banish from my mind all the thought 
of the great injury you have done me, and will bless your hands 
as more worthy than mine of such glory. Let's agree to this, 
and we shall be friends. Otherwise, it's war between us. And 
God, who always helps the right, and I who know how to help 
m 3 rself, will prove to you your great mistake.” Then answered 
Messer Francesco, “The work is mine, and since it has been given 
to me, I will not hazard my chances.” To which I replied, “ Messer 
Francesco, since you will not take the right way, the just and 
reasonable one, I will show you another quite as disagreeable 
as your own. So now listen to me; if ever I hear that you have 
spoken one word about this work of mine, I’ll kill you like a 
dog. We are neither in Rome, nor Bologna, nor in Florence; 
and things are managed differently here. If ever I hear you 
have mentioned the subject to the King or any one else, I will 
most certainly have your life. So choose your course, the first 
I suggested, which is good, or the other I now point out to you, 
which is bad.” The man knew not what to say or do; and I was 
more of a mind to do the thing at once than put it off. But he 
said nothing save, “ If I behave like an honest man, I need fear 
nothing in the world”; to which I answered, “That’s all right; 
but if you do the contrary, then you’ll have good reason to 
fear, for this is no jesting matter.” 

Then I left him and went to the King. His Majesty and I 
argued for a long time about the making of the coins, concerning 
which we were not of one mind. His council were present, and 
persuaded him that the coins should be made in the French 
style, as they had been up till now. But I replied that his Majesty 
had sent for me from Italy to do good work. If now he ordered 
the contrary, it did not suit me to obey. So at this point the 
question was put off, to l)e discussed at another time, and I 
returned at once to Paris. 

xxxiii. No sooner had I dismounted than one of those good 
folks who take pleasure in seeing one’s misfortunes, came to 
tell me that Pagolo Micceri had taken a house for that little 
baggage Caterina and her mother, and that he was always paying 
her visits; also that when he spoke of me, it was with contempt, 
as: “Benvenuto set the cat to watch the cream, and thought 
it would not lap it. Now all he can do is to swagger, thinkings I 
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am afraid of him. But I have girt myself with this sword and 
this dagger^ to let him see that mine can cut as well as his; that 
I am a Florentine as much as he, and of the Micceri, a much 
better house than the Cellini.” The rascaFs story had such an 
effect on me that I was seized with a sudden fever — fever it 
was: I do not speak in figures. And this mad passion might have 
brought me to my death, had not I given vent to it as the 
opportunity occurred, and according to my instinct of the 
moment. So I told my Ferrarese workman Chioccia to come with 
me, and ordered a servant to follow with my horse. Having 
reached the villain’s house, we found the door ajar. I went in 
and saw liim with his sword and dagger by his side, seated on 
a chest, with his arm round Caterina’s necL Just as I came in, 
I heard him and her mother joking about my affairs. Pushing 
the door open, I seized my sw'ord and pointed it at his throat, 
giving him no time to bethink himself that he too was armed. 
''Base coward!” 1 shouted. "Recommend yourself to God, for 
you are a dead man!” Too terrified to move, he called out 
thrice, “0 mother mine, help me!” 1 had meant to kill him on 
the spot; but hearfei^ him utter these foolish words, half my 
anger passed away. Meanwhile I had ordered my apprentice, 
Chioccia, not to let either the mother or daughter out of the 
house; for when I had punished the man, I meant to do as 
much to the two worthless jades. So I kept the point of my 
sword at his throat, now and then giving him a little prick, 
and raining threats on him the while. But when I saw that he 
did nothing to defend himself, I did not know what more to do; 
and it looked as if I might go on threatening him for ever. So 
another idea came into my head. What better could I do than 
force them to marry? I could wait for my revenge. Having made 
up my mind, I said, "Take that ring you have on your finger, 
coward, and marry her, that I may pay you out as you deserve.” 
He answered at once, "If only you do not kill me, I will do 
anything you please.” Then I said, " Put that ring on her finger.” 
I withdrew the sword a little from his throat, and he did as I 
told him. "This is not enough,” I added. "I wish two notaries 
to be fetched, that it may be a real contract.” 1 told Chioccia 
to go for the notaries; and then, turning to Caterina and her 
mother, and speaking in French, I said, "Notaries and witnesses 
have been sent for. The first of you who lets out tliis business 
I will kill; indeed, I will kill the three of you. Keep that in 
mind.” To Pagolo I said in Italian, "If you hinder my purpose, 
at the least word I shall tear your guts out with my dagger.” 
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He answered^ “ If you only do not kill me, I will do whatever 
you like.” The notaries and witnesses came and drew up the 
contract in proper form. Then the heat of the fever passed out 
of me; and after I had paid the notaries’ fees I took myself off. 

Next day Bologna came to Paris, and sent Mattio del Nasaro 
for me. I went to see him; and he received me with a smile on 
his face, begging me to hold him as a brother. He promised he 
would never speak about the commission again; for he knew 
quite well that I was in the right. 

xxxiv. If I did not own that in some of these incidents I did 
wrong, my account of the others, in which I know I did well, 
would be suspect. So I own I made a mistake in revenging 
myself so \iolently on Pagolo Micceri. Had I known him to be 
such a weak creature, it would never have come into my head 
to shame him by such a vengeance. For it was not enough 
for me that I had made him take to wife this wicked hussy. 
Over and above that, to complete my scheme of vengeance, I 
made her pose to me as a model, naked, for thirty soldi a day. 
I paid her in advance and fed her well; but I used her for my 
pleasure out of revenge, and then cast this insult in her hus- 
band’s teeth and her own. Moreover, I forced her to pose in an 
uncomfortable position hour after hour, which annoyed her as 
much as it delighted me; for her form was very lovely, and did 
me much credit. When she saw that I did not treat her so dis- 
creetly as before her marriage, she grew very angry, began to 
grumble, and then, in her French way, to brag about her husband, 
who had gone to be with the Prior of Capua, Piero Strozzi’s 
brother. When she said all this about her husband, I was 'Seized 
with fury; only to hear her speak of him was too much. But I 
bore it, though against my will, as best I could, thinking that 
I should never find any more fitting model for my art than she, 
and saying to myself, “I am wreaking a double vengeance. 
For she is now a wife; and therefore I do him a more serious 
injury than he did me when she was a mere hussy in my house. 
If then I can revenge myself in so marked a manner on him, 
and treat her severely too, making her pose in these painful 
attitudes, not only have I the sweets of revenge, but I get both 
credit and profit out of her beauty as a model. And what more 
can I desire?” While I was summing the thing up in this way, 
the creature repeated her insults, pestering me about her hus- 
band till she tired out my patience completely. So, yielding to 
my wrath, I took her by tlie hair and dragged her about the 
room, kiclang and mauling her till I was worn out. And nobody 
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could come to her help. When I had beaten her well, she swore 
she would never come back to me again. So I thought I had 
made a mistake, and had lost an excellent opportunity of gaining 
honour in my profession. Besides, all bruised and livid and 
swollen as she was, I saw that, even if she were to come back, 
it would be necessary to have her wounds treated for a fortnight, 
before she could be of any use to me. 

XXXV. But to return to her. I sent a servant to help her to 
dress, an old woman called Ruberta, a roost kindly person. 
She brought food and drink for the hussy; then she anointed 
the worst wounds I had dealt her with some bacon fat; and whai 
was over they ate together. When she was dressed, she went 
away blustering and cursing all the Italians, together with the 
King who maintained them, and weeping and muttering all 
the way home. I confess that on this first occasion I thought 
I had done very wrong; and my Ruberta scolded me, sa 3 nng, 
“You are a brute to behave so cruelly to such a pretty girl.^’ 
I excused myself to the old woman, and told her all the villainies 
Caterina and her mother had done to me when she was living 
in my house. But /.uherta still scolded me, telling me that was 
nothing, but only the French way; and that she was certain 
that there wfis not a husband in France who had not his horns. 
At tliis I burst out laughing, and then told Ruberta to go and 
see how Caterina was; for T wished v^ery much to have her again 
as a model till I had finished my work. Ruberta cut . le short, 
saying I did not know the world. “For as soon as day breaks,” 
said she, “she will come of her own accord. But if you send to 
ask after her, or go to see her, she'll give herself airs, and won't 
come at all." 

Next day Caterina came to my house and knocked so furiously 
at the door, that I, who was below, ran to see if it was a madman 
or any of my own household. When I opened the door, the little 
wretch laughed and threw herself on my neck, embracing and 
kissing me, and asking me if I was still angry with her. I said 
no, and she said, “Give me something to break my fast on." 
Tins I did, and 1 ate with her in token of peace. Afterwards she 
posed for me again, and 1 amused myself with her; and then 
just at the same hour as before, she exasperated me so that I 
liad to repeat the punishment. Thus it went on for several days. 
Every day the same things happened, with hardly a single 
variation. 

When I had finished my figure most creditably, I prepared 
to cast it in bronze. In this 1 experienced some difficulties, to 
R 



248 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

tdl of which would be most interesting^ so far as my art is 
concerned; but as it would take too long, I will pass it over. 
Enough to say that my figure came out excellently, and the 
casting could not have been surpassed. 

xxxvi. While I was getting on with this work, I set apart 
certain hours of the day for the salt-cellar, and others for the 
Jupiter, As there were more persons working on the former 
than I could employ on the statue, the salt-cellar was the first 
to be finished. The King had returned to Paris, and 1 went to 
see him, taking the completed work with me. As I have said 
before, it wius of oval form, about two-thirds of a cubit high, 
and was all of gold, worked with the chisel. And as I also said, 
when I spoke of the model, it represented the Sea and the 
Land. Both figures were seated, with their legs interlaced, 
just as arms of the sea run into the land, or as the land juts 
out into the water; so that their attitude was significant. In 
the Sea’s right hand I had placed a trident, and in his left a 
ship, very finely worked, to hold the salt. Under the figure 
were his four sea-horses, which from head to chest, and then 
again from the legs to the fore hoofs, were like ordinary horses; 
the middle and all the back parts were like fishes, the tails of 
which were intertwned in the prettiest way. The Sea was 
sitting above the group in proud and noble attitude; and all 
round him were different kinds of fishes and other marine 
creatures. The water was represented by waves exquisitely 
enamelled in its own colour. For the Land, I had made 
a lovely lady with a cornucopia in her hand, naked like the 
male figure. In her left hand I had placed a little Ionic teThple, 
very finely wrought, and this was meant for the pepper. Under 
her I had fashioned • the most beautiful animals which the 
earth produces; and the land-rocks I had partly enamelled, and 
partly left in gold. The whole stood on a base of black ebony 
of the proper size, which was surrounded by a shallow gorge 
decorated with four gold figures in something more than half- 
relief, representing Night, Day, Twilight, and Dawn. Four other 
figures of the same size were meant for the four chief winds. 
They were carried out partly in enamel, and with all the exquisite- 
ness you can imagine. 

When I set the piece before him, the King cried aloud in 
astonishment, and could not look at it long enough. But he told 
me to take it home with me again, and he would tell me in due 
time what I should do with it. 1 did so, and at once inrited 
some of my good friends, and we dined together very meirily, 
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the salt-cellar being in the centre of the table. And so we were 
the first to use it. Then I went on with the silver Jupiter, and 
worked also on the great vase I have already mentioned, which 
was covered with many delightful ornaments and figures. 

xxxvii. About this time Bologna the painter gave the King 
to understand that it would be a good thing if his Majesty 
sent him to Rome with letters of recommendation, so that he 
might take casts of the principal masterpieces of antique 
sculpture, the Laocoon, the Qeopatra, the Venus, the Corn- 
modus, the Zingara, and the Apollo. These are, in truth, the 
finest things in Rome. When his Majesty had seen these marvel- 
lous works, he said, he would then be able to form an opinion 
on the art of design; for all he had seen from the hands of our 
modern artists was far below the perfection of those antiques. 
The King was quite willing to give him all the recommendations 
he asked for. So off went the beast in the deviFs name. He had 
not had the pluck to try and rival me with the work of his own 
hands; but played me the very Lombard trick of depreciating 
my work by copying antiques. Now although he had these 
casts excellently niade, the effect he produced was just the 
opposite to what he had intended. But that is a thing I shall 
tell later on in its own place. 

I had now cut myself off entirely from that wretch Caterina, 
and the poor unlucky young husb^d of hers had disappeared 
from Paris. Wishing now to complete my Fontainebleau, which 
was already carried out in bronze, also to finish the two Victories, 
which were meant to fit into the angles of the semicircle above 
the door, I took as model a poor young girl of about fifteen. 
She was lovely in shape, and something of a brunette; and as 
she was a wild little thing, with hardly a word to say for her- 
self, swift in her movements and sullen-eyed, I called her 
Scorzone; but her own name was Jeanne. With this girl as 
model I finished the bronze Fontainebleau very satisfactorily, 
as also the two Victories for the door. The young thing was pure 
and virginal, and I got her with child. She bore me a daughter 
at the thirteenth hour of the 7th of June 1544, when I was just 
forty-four years old. This daughter, to whom I gave the name of 
Costanza, was held at the font by Messer Guido Guidi, the King’s 
physician, a great friend of mine, as I have said before. He was 
the only godfather; for it is the custom in France to have one 
godfather and two godmothers. One of these was the Signora 
Maddalena, wife of Luigi Alamanni, a Florentine gentleman, 
and an admirable poet. The other was the wife of Messer 
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Ricciardo del Bene, one of our Florentine citizens, and a rich 
merchant in Paris. She was a great French lady. This was 
the first child I ever had, so far as I remember. I assigned to her 
a dowry of the amount suggested by her aunt, into whose care I 
gave her. After that I never had an)rthing more to do with her. 

xxxviii. I hurried on with my work, and made great progress 
with it. The Jupiter was almost finished; so was the vase; and 
the door began to show its beauties. About this time the King 
came to Paris; for though I have spoken of the birth of my 
daughter in 1544, we were still in 1543. But it seemed the most 
convenient place to mention this daughter of mine; and I did 
so, that later I might not break into the tale of other things of 
more importance; and I shall say no more of her till the proper 
time. Well, as I have said, the King returned to Paris, and 
before long he came to my house, and found all those works 
so well in hand, that any one might have been pleased at the 
sight; and, in truth, the pleasure that glorious King took in 
them was great enough even to satisfy me, on whom all the 
burden of them had fallen. All at once he remembered, without 
suggestion from me, that the Cardinal of Ferrara had done 
nothing for me, neither given me a pension nor anything else 
he had promis^. Then in a whispered conversation with his 
Admiral, he said the Cardinal liad behaved very ill to give me 
nothing; but he would remedy that, for he saw I was a man who 
would make little complaint, but might all of a sudden take 
myself off without a word. 

When he returned home, he said to the Cardinal, after diaper, 
that he was to order the treasurer of the Exchequer to pay me, 
as soon as possible, seven thousand gold crowns, in three or four 
instalments, according to his convenience, and that he was not 
to neglect it. He said, moreover, '‘I gave Benvenuto in charge 
to you, and you have done nothing for him/* The Cardinal 
repUed he would willingly obey his Majesty in everything; but 
his evil nature induced him to put off seeing to the matter till 
it had gone out of the King’s head. 

Meanwhile war and strife were on the increase; for it was the 
time when the Emperor with his huge army was advancing on 
Paris. Then the Cardinal, who saw that Francis was in great 
want of money, began one day to speak about me to the King. 
‘‘Sacred Majesty,” he said, “I have thought it best not to give 
any money to Benvenuto — ^in the first place, because at present 
we need it too much ourselves; and, secondly, because had I 
given him a great sum of money, it would rather have lost ymi 
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Benvenuto. For, feeling himself a rich man, he would have 
bought property in Italy, and any day the idea entered his head, 
he would have left you with the utmost iiiciiflerence. So I think 
it best for your Majesty to give him something in your own 
kingdom, if you would keep him long in your service.” The King 
thought well of these reasons, being, indeed, in want of money. 
Nevertheless, like the generous soul he was, ever worthy of 
his great place* he was of opinion that the Cardinal had taken 
this course rather with a view to gaining lavour for himself, 
than because he had gauged beforehand the needs of the 
great kingdom. 

xxxix. Although, as I have said, the King pretended to find 
the Cardinal’s reasons of weight, in his secret heart he thought 
nothing of the kind. So the very next day after he came back 
to Paris, without any hint or invitation from me, he came of 
his own accord to my house. There I met him, and led him 
through different rooms, where were divers sorts of work dis- 
played. Beginning at the least noteworthy, I showed him a 
great quantity of bronze pieces; for long he liad not seen so 
many. Then I lea hun up to the silver Jupiter, now almost 
finished, with all its various exejui^ite ornaments. It seemed to 
him a much more wonderful thing than it might have appeared 
to another; and tliis was on account of an unfortunate occurrence 
which had happened some few years before. After the taking 
of Tunis, the Emperor passed through Paris, by agreement 
with his brother-in-law', King Francis, who on the occasion 
wished to make liim a present worthy of so great a monarch. 
So he ordered a silver Hercules, of the same size as my Jupiter. 
Now this Hercules, the King sw^ore, was the most hideous 
thing he had ever seen; and he had said so to the Paris artists. 
They have the pretension to be the most skilled in their pro- 
fession, and they protested to him that tliis was the perfection 
of what could be done in silver, and demanded two thousand 
ducats for their rubbish. So now when the King saw my work, 
it seemed to him a thing of such exquisite skill that he could 
hardly believe his eyes. Therefore he made a careful estimate, 
valuing mine also at two thousand ducats, sa>ing, “To those 
others I gave no salary. But a man who gets from me about a 
thousand crowns a year, may well let me have it for two thou- 
sand gold crowns, seeing he has his salary besides.” Afterwards 
I led him up to other works in silver and gold* and a good many 
models for new things I had in mind to do. Then just before he 
left, in my castle meadows 1 show^ed him the great giant, which 
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struck him as more wonderful than anything else. Turning to 
his Admiral, who was ciilled Monseigneur d^Annebault, he said, 
“Since the Cardinal has given him nothing, we must needs 
provide for him, as he himself is slow at asking. So, in a word, 
I wish provision to be made for him; for men who are wont 
to ask for nothing tliink that their works speak out their de- 
mands. Therefore give him the first vacant abbey worth two 
thousand crowns a year; and if one does not amount to that, 
then let him have two, or three, for it will not matter to him.” 
I was present and heard everything; and I thanked him on the 
spot, as if the property were already mine. Then I told him that, 
when this provision should be made for me, my only desire was 
to labour for his Majesty, without other reward, or salary, or 
payment, till by force of old age I could no longer work. Then I 
should rest my tired body, and live in peace and honour on that 
provision, never forgetting I had served so great a King as his 
Majesty, At these words the King turned towards me, and with 
a smile upon his face, said in a hearty voice, “So be it.” Then 
he went off in great good humour. 

xl. When Madame d’Etampes heard how well I was getting 
on, she grew still more bitter against me, saying to herself, 
“To-day I rule the world; yet a little man like that does not 
care a rap for me!” And she used every means she could think 
of to hurt me. Now she happened upon a certain man, a great 
distiller, who prepared scented waters for her, which were of 
marvellous power against wrinkles, and never before used in 
France- She sent him to show some of his distillations tflt the 
King, who was much delighted with them. Seeing he had given 
his Majesty pleasure, the fellow asked him to give him a tennis- 
court ^longing to my palace, as well as a small suite of apart- 
ments, w'liich he said I did not use. The good King, who could 
see to the bottom of the affair, returned no answer at all ; but 
Madame d’Etampes used every kind of cajolery which ladies 
employ to conquer men, and she had no great difficulty in 
getting her own way. It needed only tiiat she should find liim 
once in an amorous temper—to wliich he was much inclined— 
and he gave in to Madame in everything. Well, the man came 
to my castle in the company of the treasurer Grolier, a great 
French noble, (irolicr talked Italian excellently; so on this occa- 
sion he spoke to me in my own tongue in a jesting fashion. 
But after these preliminaries, just at the right moment, he said, 
“ In the King’.s name 1 put this man in possession of the tennis- 
court, together with the apartments which go with it.” To this 
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I answered, “Everything Ixlongs to the Sacred King, and there- 
fore you might have entered here more freely. Your coming with 
notaries and people of the Court has an air of trickery, and not 
at all of a straightforward commission from so great a King. 
Now I swe^r to you that, before I carry my complaints to his 
Majesty, I /shall defend myself after the manner he advised me 
the other day; and for this man whom you have thrust upon 
me, I shall throw him out of the window, unless I see an express 
order in the King’s own hand.” At these words of mine the 
treasurer went off, threatening and muttering, and I stayed 
where I was doing the like. But I took no active measures then. 
Afterwards I went off to seek the notaries who had put the man 
in possession. They were well known to me ; and told me that 
the due formalities had certainly been gone through with the 
King’s authority, but that these were of no great importance ; 
and that if I had made some little resistance, he would not have 
entered into possession as he had done, for these legal forms were 
acts and customs of the Court, which had nothing to do with 
obedience to the Kfne; so that if I could manage to get rid of 
him as speedily as he had come in, I should be doing well, and 
not a word would be said against it. 

All I needed was a hint like this ; and next day I began to 
take violent measures, and though it was no easy matter, it 
gave me keen pleasure. Every day I attacked the invader with 
stones and pikes and arquebuses ; and though I fired without 
balls, I struck such terror into the onlookers that not a man 
would go to his help, ^'hen one day, finding his answer to my 
attack grown rather feeble, I entered the place by force and 
turned him out, throwing after him every stick of furniture 
he had brought with him. After that I set off to the King, and 
told him I had done exactly what he had ordered me to do: 
that is, I had defended myself against those who would hinder 
me in his service. His Majesty laughed heartily over the affair, 
and sent me new letters to guarantee me against molestation 
in the future. 

xli. Meanwhile I was making haste to finish the fine silver 
Jupiter, as also the gilded base for it. This latter I had placed 
on a wooden plinth, wliich was hardly seen, fixing in the plinth 
four casters of hard wood, half liidden in their sockets, like the 
nut of a cross-bow. They were so delicately contrived that a 
little child could turn the statue round, or move it to and fro, 
without the least fatigue. Having arranged everything as I 
wished, I set off with it for Fontainebleau, where the King then 
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was. Now about this time Bologna had brought back from 
Rome the statues I have spoken of, and had them cast in bronze 
with the greatest care. I knew nothing about it; first, because 
he had hii the business done very secretly, and also because 
Fontainebleau is forty miles from Paris. When I asked the King 
where he wished me to place the Jupiter, Madame d^Etampes, 
who was present, said to him that there was no more suitable 
place for it than his fine gallery. This was what we should call 
a loggia in Tuscany — nay, more correctly, a corridor, for loggias 
should be open at one side. The place was more than a hundred 
paces long, and about twelve wide, and richly adorned with 
paintings by the hand of the admirable Rosso, our Florentine. 
.Vmong the pictures were arranged a great many pieces of 
sculpture, some in the round, others in low relief. Now it was in 
this gallery also that Bologna had placed all his antique master- 
pieces, excellently cast in bronze; and he had arranged them 
beautifully, each one mounted on its pedestal; and, as I have 
already said, they were copied from the finest antiques in Rome. 
So when I brought my Jupiter into this same gallery, and saw 
the grand display, all arranged with such art, I said to myself, 
“This is being under a very hot fire. Now God be my aid!’’ 
So I set up my statue, placing it to the very best advantage 
possible; and then I waited till the great King came in. In his 
right hand my Jupiter grasped his thunderbolt, as if about to 
hurl it; in his left he held the world. Among the flames of the 
bolt I had skilfully inserted a white waxen torch. Now Madame 
d’Etampes kept the King away till night came on, seeking to 
harm me, either by preventing him from coming at all, or at 
least till darkness shoujd hinder my work being seen to advant- 
age. But God protects those who have faith in PTim; and so 
just the contrary happened. For as soon as I saw night falling, 
I lit the torch in the hand of the Jupiter, and as it was somewhat 
raised above the head of the statue, the light fell from above 
and made it seem much more beautiful than it had appeared 
by daylight. 

Well, the King appeared at last, with Madame d’Etampes, 
the Dauphin, his son (now the King), the Dauphiness, his 
brother-in-law, the King of Navarre, and Madame Marguerite, 
his daughter, besides several lords of the Court, who had been 
schooled by Madame d’Etampes to speak against me. When 1 
saw his Majesty come in, I made my lad Ascanio push the 
statue gently forw'ard; and as my contrivance was arranged 
wath some skill, this movement gave to the striking figure an 
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additional appearance of life. The antiques were now left stand- 
ing somewhat behind; and mine was the first to catch the eyes 
of the spectators. The King exclaimed on the instant, “This is 
by far the finest thing which has ever been seen; and much as 
I delight in works of art and understand them, I could never 
have imagined the hundredth part of the wonder of this one.” 
Even the lords, whose part it was to speak against me, seemed 
as if they could not praise my work enough. But Madame 
d^Etampes said boldly, “Surely you have no eyes! Do you not 
see the fine bronze antiques over there? In them is displayed 
the real power of the sculptor's art; not in this modern rubbish.” 
Then the King came forward — the others following him — and 
glanced at the casts; but as the light was below them, they did 
not show up well, and he cried, “ Whoever w'ished to harm this 
man has done him a great benefit; for this statue of his is now 
proved to surpass these wonderful figures with which it is 
compared. So Benvenuto cannot be made too much of; for not 
only do his works hold their own with the antiques, but they 
surpass them.” Thereupon Madame d’Etampes said, if they 
were to see the work by day, it would not seem a thousandth 
part as fine as now it did by night; besides, they had to consider 
that I had put a veil over the figure to cover up its faults. Now^ 
this was a very thin veil, which I had gracefully hung over 
the Jupiter, to enhance its majesty. At her words I removed it, 
lifting it from below, and disclosing the fine genital members. 
Then, giving vent to my anger, I tore it to pieces. She thought 
I had uncovered these parts to shame her; but the wise King, 
seeing her anger, and perceiving, too, that I was overcome 
by passion, and was about to speak my mind, said, uttering the 
words deliberately in his own tongue, “ Benvenuto, not a word. 
Keep silence, and you shall have a thousandfold more money 
than you can wish for.” W'hen 1 might not speak, I writhed in 
my rage, which made her mutter even more angrily; and the 
King went off much sooner than he would have done, saying 
aloud, to put heart into me, that he had brought out of Italy the 
greatest man that ever was born — one full of talents. 

xlii. I left the Jupiter where it was, meaning to set off in 
the morning. Before my departure I was paid a thousand gold 
crowns, part being my salary, and the rest to make up for what 
I had spent out of my own purse. With this money in my 
pocket, I returned to Paris in good spirits; and as soon as I 
reached home I made merry in my own house. After dinner I 
had all my clothes brought me. Among them were garments of 
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silk« the costliest furs^ and the finest cloth. I made presents from 
among these to all my workmen^ giving to each according to 
his merit, down to the maids and stable-boys, thus putting 
heart into them to help me with a good will. 

Then being refreshed, with eagerness I set about finishing 
the great statue of Mars. First, I had a wooden frame made; 
on the top of that was spread a crust of gesso an eighth of a 
cubit thick, carefully modelled to represent the flesh. Then I 
worked on the several portions of the figure, which were to be 
dovetailed in afterwards, as the rules of the art demand. All 
this I did with the greatest ease. 

I must not forget to give some indication of how laige the 
figure was, which I can best do by telling you a very laughable 
occurrence. Now I had forbidden all my workmen to bring 
into my house, or into the precincts of the castle, any loose 
women; and I took good care that nothing of the kind was 
done. But my young Ascanio was in love wth a very beautiful 
girl, and she was in love with him. So one night she ran away 
from her mother and came to see Ascanio. But she did not want 
to go away again; and he did not know where to hide her, till 
he bethought himself —being a person of resource — of putting 
her inside the figure of Mars. So in the head he arranged a corner 
for her to sleep; and there, indeed, she remained a long time; 
and sometimes by night he would bring her out noiselessly. Now 
the head was very nearly finished; and, out of sheer vanity, 
I used to leave it uncovered, so that it could be seen over the 
greater part of the city of Paris. The neighbours therefore began 
to climb on the roofs; and many persons came on purpose to see 
it. Now a story ran about that a ghost had for long haunted my 
castle, though I never saw anything to make me believe there 
was any truth in it. This ghost was called by all the people of 
Paris Lei Maine Bourreau, Now while the girl was living in the 
head, sometimes she could not prevent her movements being 
seen through the eyes. So some of the foolish people used to 
say that the ghost had entered into the body of the huge statue, 
causing the eyes and mouth and head to move, as if it were 
going to speak; and many of them flew away in terror; while 
even some shrewder folk who had come to investigate, could not 
deny the flashing of the eyes ; and they, too, declared there was 
a spirit in it — never dreaming that there was not only a spirit, 
but good flesh and blood as well. 

xliii. In the meanwhile I was hard at work putting together 
my fine door, with all the ornaments belonging to it. Now as 
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I have no mind to write down in this story of my life things that 
rather concern writers of chronicles, I have left untold the com- 
ing of the Emperor with his great army, and the King’s mar- 
shalling all his forces. While this was going on, his Majesty sought 
my advice about the speediest way of fortifying Paris. He came 
to my house on purpose, and took me all round the city; and 
when he understood that I had a good plan in my head for the 
immediate execution of the work, he ordered me to carry it out 
at once; and told his Admiral to give orders to the people 
to obey me under pain of his displeasure. But the Admiral, 
who had got his appointment through the favour of Madame 
d’Etampes, and not for any service he had rendered, was a man 
of little ability. His name was Monsieur d’Annebault, which in 
our tongue means Monsignor Anniballe; but in theirs it sounds 
like Asino Bue, and so do they mostly call him. Well, this fool 
talked the matter over with Madame d’Etampes, who ordered 
him to send at once for Girolamo Bellarmato, a Sienese engineer, 
then at Dieppe, little more than a day’s journey from Paris. 
He came at once, and began on the work of fortification by the 
very slowest m^Lhca, I retired from the business. And if the 
Emperor had pushed on, he could have taken Paris with the 
greatest ease. Indeed, it was said that in the treaty, which was 
signed later, Madame d’Etampes, who had more hand in it than 
any one else, betrayed the King. I. need say no more on this 
matter, which does not fall within my purpose. 

Well, I set to work with all my might to put my bronze door 
together, and to finish the laige vase, as well as two others of 
medium size made out of my own silver. After his troubles the 
good King came to seek some repose in Paris. As that cursed 
woman was born to be the ruin of the world, I must have been 
of some consequence for her to have held me as her chief enemy. 
Now one day, talking with his Majesty about my afiairs, she said 
such harm of me that the good man, to please her, swore hence- 
forward to pay me no more attention than if he had never seen 
me. These words were reported to me at once by a page of the 
Cardinal of Ferrara, call^ il Villa, who told me he had heard 
them from the King’s own mouth. This put me in such a rage 
that I threw all my tools about and everything I was working 
at, and made up my mind to be off for good. I went at once 
to see the King. After dinner I was shown into a room where 
his Majesty w^as seated with two or three others. On my entrance 
T made him*duc reverence; and he responded with a smile upon 
his face. So I took hope and slowly approached — for some 
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things belonging to our art were being examined. When they 
had talked for a little while about them, the King asked me if 
I had anything fine to show him at my house, and when I should 
like him to come and see; whereupon I said that I was prepared 
to show him something on the instant, if he wished. He then 
bade me go home, and he would follow me. 

xliv. So I went off to wait for the good King, who had gone 
to take leave of Madame d'Etampes. She wanted to know where 
he was going, and said she would bear him company; but when 
he told her, she declared she would not go, and bagged him 
as a favour not to go either that day. But it was not till she had 
pleaded over and over again that she managed to turn the King 
from his purpose. So that day he did not come to me. Next day 
I went to him again at the same hour; and as soon as he set 
eyes on me he swore he would come to me without delay. But 
as usual he went to get leave of Madame d’Etampes, who saw 
that all her persuasion had not been enough to draw him from 
his intention. So she let loose her biting tongue to speak as much 
harm of me as if I had been a mortal enemy of the Crown. The 
good King replied that he wanted to pay me a visit, only that 
he might reprove me and make me tremble before him; and he 
gave his word to Madame d'Etampes that so he meant to do. 

When he came to my house, I led him to certain large apart- 
ments on the ground floor, in wliich I had put together the whole 
of my large door. When lie came upon it, the King was wonder- 
struck, so that he could- not find utterance for the abuse he had 
promised Madame d’Etampes he would hurl at me. Still he 
did not want to fail altogether to find an opportunity of reproving 
me according to his promise. So he began thus: “There is a 
most important thing, Benvenuto, that men like you, full of 
talent though you are, should ever keep in mind. It is this: 
that with all your great abilities you can do nothing by your- 
selves. You can only show your greatness through the oppor- 
tunities we put in your w'ay. I counsel you, therefore, to appear 
more docile — ^less proud, less headstrong. I remember that I 
expressly ordered you to make me twelve silver statues; and I 
did not ask for anything else. You have undertaken to make a 
salt-cellar, and vases, and heads, and doors, and ever so many 
other things; so that I am quite overwhelmed, seeing all my 
particular wishes set aside, while you are bent on carrying out 
your own. So if you think you can go on like this, I’ll soon let 
you see what I am wont to do, when I wish things done in iny 
own way. Therefore I say to you: take care to obey the orders 
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given you; for if you are obstinate in pursuing your own fancies, 
you’ll be running your head against a wall.” While he was saying 
these words, all his lords stc^ looking on intently; and when 
they saw him shake his head, and knit li^ brows, and gesticulate 
with both hands, they trembled for me. But I was resolved to 
be in no wise afraid. 

xlv. This scolding he administered to me in accordance with 
his promise to his dear Madame d’Etampes; and when he brought 
it to an end, I knelt down and kissed his tunic above the knee, 
saying, “Sacred Majesty, I own all you say to be true; and can 
only say in reply that day and night my heart and all the forces 
of my soul have been ever intent on obeying and serving you; 
and if anything in my condcut seems to give the lie to what I 
say, I pray you believe that the blame lies not in Benvenuto, 
but that my unlucky star — or my evil fortune — has made me 
unworthy to serve the most magnificent prince the earth has 
ever seen. Therefore, I pray you, pardon me. One thing only I 
would urge. I thought your Majesty gave me silver for one 
statue only. Having no more by me, I could make no other. 
So with the little ’”hich was over I made that vase, to give your 
Majesty some idea of the fine antique style, of which perhaps 
you have never seen a specimen before. As for the salt-cellar, 
if I remember rightly, your Majesty, of your own accord, 
ordered it one day. You were discussing the merits of one 
which had been brought for your inspection. So I showed you a 
model which I had made in Italy; and then it was your own idea 
to give me at once a thousand gold ducats that I might carry 
out the work. You said, too, that you were grateful to me for 
the suggestion; but more particularly I recollect that you 
thanked me heartily when it was finished. As for the door, I 
am under the impression that once, when we chanced to be 
talking together, your Majesty gave an order to de Villcroy, 
your chief secretary, who passed it on to de Marmagne and 
Monsieur de la Fa. They were to see I did the work, and to 
make provision for it. Without such an order I should never on 
my own account have been able to take so great an enterprise 
in hand. Now for the bronze heads, the pedestal for the Jupiter, 
and the other things. Well, the heads I did on my own account, 
in order to test the French cla 5 rs, which, as a foreigner, I did not 
know at all. Without experimenting with them I could not have 
taken in hand to cast those large works. The pedestals I made, 
because I thought thatlhey were admirably suitable for the 
figures. So all 1 have done, I have done for the best, never 
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dreaming I was deviating from your Majesty’s command. True, 
I have made this great Colossus — ^so far as it has gone — on my 
own account, paying for it out of my own purse. But I thought 
that you being so great a king, and I but a poor artist, it became 
me to execute, for your glory and mine, a statue such as the 
ancients never possessed. Now knowing that it is not God’s 
will to make me worthy of so honourable a service, I beg you, 
in lieu of the great reward which your Majesty had destined 
for my works, to grant me but a little goodwill, likewise, leave 
to take my departure. If this grace be given me, I will depart 
on the instant and return to Italy, ever grateful to God and your 
Majesty for those delightful hours spent in your service.” 

xlvi. He took me by the two hands, and raised me from 
my knees in the kindest manner possible. Then he told me that 
I should make up my mind to remain in his service; and all 
that I had done was good and altogether pleasing to him. And, 
turning to his lords, he said with great deliberation, “Verily 
I believe that Paradise could have no lovelier gate than this!” 
His bold words were all in compliment to me; but when he ceased 
speaking, I thanked him again with the utmost reverence, yet 
repeated my demand that he should let me go; for my anger had 
not all passed out of me. When the great King saw 1 hardly 
estimated at its full value his unwonted and remarkable courtesy, 
he commanded me in a loud and terrible voice to say not a word 
more; else I should repent it. Then he added that he would 
smother me in gold; that he gave me the leave I desired; and 
that after I had completed the works he had ordered from me, 
he would be perfectly satisfied to let me undertake anything on 
my own account. Never again should I have any difference 
with him, he declared, for now he knew me. On my part, I 
must strive to understand him; for such was my duty. I replied 
that I gave thanks to God and his Majesty for all; and then I 
begged him to come and see how I had got on with the great 
Colossus. So he came to my house. When I uncovered it, he was 
more wonderstruck than I can tell, and on the spot he ordered 
his secretary to pay me back all the money I had spent on it; 
whatever the sum might be, it was enough if I wrote it down in 
my own hand. 'Fhen he went away, saying, Adieu, mon ami, a 
great and unwonted honour from the lips of a king. 

xlvii. After his return to his palace, he began thinking over 
the words I had used in speaking to him, which had been now 
extremely meek, and now so haughty proud that they had 
greatly angered him. Some details of tne conversation he related 
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in the presence of Madame d’Etampcs and Monseigneur de 
Saint Paul, a great French baron, who till now had always 
pretended to be a good friend of mine. Of a truth, this day he 
showed liis friendship very cleverly, in the French fashion. For, 
after a deal of talk, the King complained that the Cardinal of 
Ferrara, to whose protection he had recommended me, had never 
given another thought to my affairs, and it was not his fault 
that I had not quitted France altogether. He must really think 
of giving me in charge to some one who took more interest 
in me; for he did not wish to run further risk of losing my ser- 
vices. At these words Monsieur de Saint Paul offered himself 
as my protector, promising he would take such steps as should 
prevent me ever leaving the kingdom. The King replied that he 
would be very pleased, if Saint Paul would tell him the means 
he meant to take against my escape. Madame, who was present, 
sat there frowning; and Saint Paul stiffly refused to tell the 
King what he meant. His Majesty repeated the question; 
whereupon Saint Paul, just to please Madame d*Etampes, said, 
would hang that Benvenuto of yours by the neck; and so 
you should always V'»eo him in your kingdom.'’ At this Madame 
d’Etampes burst out laughing, and declared I well deserved it. 
So the King laughed, too, for company's sake, and said he'd 
be quite satisfied for Saint Paul to hang me, if first he found him 
my equal ; and that, though I never deserved hanging, he gave 
him full leave to try. Thus did the day end; and I remained safe 
and sound, for which all praise and thanks be to God: 

xlviii. By this time the King had made peace with the 
Emperor; but he was s^ill fighting with the P'nglish; and those 
devils were giving us a great deal of worry. So his Majesty had 
other things than pleasures in his head. lie had ordered Piero 
Strozzi to lead certain galleys into the English seas. Now this 
as was a very great and difficult undertaking, e\’en for that 
marvellous soldier, unique in his time and his profession, and 
unfortunate as he was distinguished. Thus several months 
went by without my receiving any money or any order for work, 
so that I sent away all my workmen save the two Italians, 
whom I employed upon the great vases made out of my own 
silver — ^for they did not know how to work in bronze. As soon 
as they were finished, I went off with them to a town belonging 
to the Queen of Navarre, called Argcntan, a few days' journey 
from Paris. When I reached there, I found that the King was 
ill. The Cardinal of Ferrara told him I had come; but he said 
nothing in reply; so that I had to remain there for days, nut 
s 
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knowing what to do with myselt To tell the truth, I never was 
more disgusted. But after some little time 1 presented myself 
one evening to the King, and placed before him the two fine 
vases, which pleased him vastly. When I saw him thus amiably 
disposed to me, I begged his Majesty to be good enough to give 
me permission to make a journey into Italy, saying that 1 
would leave the seven months* salary due to me, and his Majesty 
might deign to pay this up, should 1 need it for my return. I 
begged him earnestly to grant me this favour, saying it was 
a time for fighting, not for making statues. Besides, he had been 
pleased to give such permission to his painter Bologna; and so 
I entreated him to grant a like favour to me. While I was 
speaking, the King looked intently at the two vases, but every 
now and then he stabbed me with his terrible eye. Nevertheless, 
as persuasively as I could, I kept on begging this grace, till all 
at once I saw him get angry. Then he rose from his chair, and, 
speaking to me in Italian, he said, “ Benvenuto, you are a big 
fool. Take your vases back to Paris, for I wish them gilded.” 
And with never another word he left me. 

Going up to the Cardinal of Ferrara, who was present, I 
begged him, since he had done me so great a service in freeing 
me from the Roman prison, and liad helped me in many ways 
besides, to do one more thing for me — ^get me leave to go back 
to Italy. The Cardinal replied that he would willingly do all he 
could to oblige me, and that I might leave the matter in his 
hands. Indeed, if I wished, I might set off now, and he would 
explain matters satisfactorily to the King. I answered that I 
knew his Majesty had given me in charge to him; and if his 
reverend lordship gave me leave, I should depart with an easy 
mind, and come back at the slightest sign from him. Then he 
told me to return to Paris, and stay there for eight days; by 
that time he should have obtained leave from the King for me 
to be off. Should his Majesty be unwilling, he would not fail 
to warn me. It was agreed that if he did not write me to the 
contrary, it would be a sign that I was free to depart. 

xlix. So to Paris I went, as the Cardinal had told me. There 
I made some serviceable cases for the three silver vases. When 
twenty days had passed, I made my preparations, packing my 
vases on a mule lent me as far as Lyons by the Bishop of Pavia, 
whom I was again lodging in my castle. 

So in an unlucky hour I set off, together with Signor Ippolito 
Gonzaga, who was in the King’s pay and in the service of 
Count Galeotto della Mirandola. Several other gentleman be- 
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longing to the Court were also with us^ as well as lionardo 
Tedaldi^ our own countryman. I left Ascanio and Pagolo behind 
in charge of my castle and all my property, among which were 
several little vases already begun. These I left so that the two 
young men might have something to work at. There was a 
great deal of valuable furniture besides; for I had lived there 
in great state. In all, my property was worth more than fifteen 
hundred crowns. I bade Ascanio remember all the benefits he 
had received from me. Up till now he had been a heedless boy; 
but the time had come for him to think like a man. Therefore 
I was to leave all my property in his charge, and my honour 
too; and if those beasts of Frenchmen proved themselves 
vexatious in any way whatsoever, he was to let me know at 
once, and I should come post-haste from wherever I might be, 
both to fulfil the great obligation I was under to the good King, 
and also to preserve my own honour. TJien Ascanio feigned to 
weep — ^rascal that he was! — and said, “You have been the 
best of fathers to me; and everything which becomes a good 
son to do for his dear father I will always do for you.’^ So it 
was agreed; and I off, attended by a servant and a little 
French boy. 

Just after midday there came to my castle certain of the royal 
treasurers, who were not exactly friends of mine. Those mean 
scoundrels declared I had gone off with his Majesty’s silver; 
and ordered Messer Guido and the Bishop of Pavia to send after 
me at once and seize the King’s vases. If not, they would send 
a messenger themselves; and it would be the worse for me. The 
Bishop and Messer Guido were much more frightened than they 
need have been, and they sent that traitor Ascanio post-haste 
after me. He turned up about midnight. Now I was not sleeping 
but was l 3 dng lamenting my fate. “To whom am I lea\ing my 
property and my castle?” I was sa>ing. “Oh, wh.it a cruel 
destiny is mine, which forces me to take tlus journey! Pray God 
that the Cardinal be not leagued with Madame d’Etampes, who 
desires nothing so much in the wwld as that I should lose the 
favour of the good King.” 

1. While this strife was going on within me, I heard Ascanio 
call me, and in a moment I was out of bed and asking him if he 
brought me good or bad news. “Good news,” answered the 
rascal. “Only, you must send back the three vases; for those 
rascally treasurers are shouting ‘ Stop thief 1 ’ and the Bishop and 
Messer Guido say you must certainly restore them. Otherwise 
do not worry yourself, but set off cheerfully on your journey.” 
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I gave up the vases at once^ though two of them were my 
own, even to the silver of which they were made and everything 
about them. I was taking them to the Abbey of the Cardinal of 
Ferrara at Lyons. For though they declared I was carrying 
them of! into Italy, everybody knows perfectly that one can’t 
take money, or gold, or silver out of the country without special 
leave. I would have you think, then, if T could get out of France 
with those three great vases, which, in their cases, made up the 
whole load of a mule. It is quite true that, as these things were 
very beautiful and of great value, I feared for the death of the 
King — for I had certainly left him very much indisposed — 
and had said to myself, “Should such a thing take place, if I 
put them into the hands of the Cardinal, I shall not then lose 
them!” So now to be brief; I sent back the mule with the vases 
and other things of importance, and next morning I set forward 
with my companions; but the whole way I could not keep from 
sighing and weeping. Yet at times I found comfort in God, saying, 
“Lord God, Thou to whom all truth is known, knowest that 
this journey of mine is only undertaken to bring succour to six 
poor wretched maidens and their mother, who is my sister after 
the flesh. Though they still have their father, he is very old, 
and makes nothing at his trade, so that they might easily go to 
ruin. Therefore in this pious work I hope for aid and counsel 
from Thy Majesty.” No other comfort had 1 save this as I 
went upon my road. 

When we were a day’s journey from Lyons, about twenty- 
two o’clock, the thunder began to rattle in the sky, though the 
air was clear as possible. I was a bow-shot in front of'my com- 
panions. After the thunder, so great and terrible a noise was 
heard in the heavens, that, for me, I thought the Day of Judg- 
ment was at hand. I stopped for a time, and hail began to fall 
without a drop of rain, larger than chalk-balls from an air-gun. 
When they fell on me they hurt me greatly. Gradually they 
became bigger, till they were like balls from a cross-bow. My horse 
was terrified; so I turned him about and galloped as furiously 
as I could till I found my companions, who had withdrawn into 
a pine wood in their fright. The hailstones were now as big as 
lemons. 1 began to sing a Miserere; and while I was thus speak- 
ing devoutly to God, there fell one of such a size that it snapped 
a huge branch of the pine-tree under which I had tliought 
myself safe. Another fell on my horse’s head and almost 
knocked it down. Then one hit me, but not directly, else I should 
have been a dead man. At the same time poor old IJonardo 
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Tedaldi^ who was kneeling like me^ was struck so hard that he 
fell on all-fours. Then I saw that the branch was no longer a 
shelter, and that one must do something besides singing Misereres. 
So I began to wrap my garments around my head, and I told 
Lionardi, who was crying “Jesus! Jesus!” at the top of his 
voice, that Jesus would help liim if he helped himself. It was 
more trouble to save him than to save myself. The fury of the 
storm lasted for a considerable while; but it stopped at last; 
and, all bruised as we were, we got upon our horses as best 
we could. While we were riding towards a lodging, we showed 
each other our scars and our bruises. But when we had gone a 
mile, we found the marks of much greater damage than we had 
suffered; indeed, our eyes were met by a scene of ruin which is 
impossible to describe. All the trees were stripped and broken; 
the beasts that had been out in the storm were killed, and many 
shepherds too. And wc saw hailstones so big that you could 
not have spanned one with your two hands. We thought we had 
come off well; and owned then that calling on God and repeating 
the Misereres had served us better than if we had only tried to 
save ourselves ’^y v .:r own strength. So, with thanks to God, 
we set off for Lyons, reaching it next day; and there we put up 
for a time. At the end of eight days, when we were well rested, 
we set off once more on our journey, and with great ease we 
crossed the mountains. On the other side 1 bought a little pony; 
for the luggage I carried had rather overstrained my horse. 

li. We had been one day in Italy when we were joined by the 
Count Galeotto della Mirandola, who was going on by post, and 
who put up at our inn. He told me that I had made a mistake 
in leaving, and that I should go no farther ; for, were I to return, 
my affairs would go better than ever; but if I continued my 
journey, I was leaving the field to my enemies, and giving them 
full chance to work me harm. Whereas, he said, going back at 
once, I should put a spoke in their wheel, and hinder their 
further plots against me. Those, he w^ent on, whom I trusted 
most were those who were playing me false. He would say no 
more, save that this he knew for a certainty, and that the 
Cardinal was in league with those two rascals of mine whom I 
had left in charge of all my property. And so he went on and on, 
repeating that I should certainly return. Then, mounting on 
the post, he set out on his way; and I, acting on the advice of 
my companions, made up my mind to go forward also. But 
strife was raging in my heart. Now I was fain to make for 
Florence with all speed, and now to go back to France. This 
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irresolution fevered me so that I forced myself to a decision, 
which was to mount on the post and arrive as quickly as possible 
at Florence. My plan of travelling by the first post fell through; 
nevertheless I was still determined to press on and meet my 
troubles in Florence. So I parted from Signor Ippolito Gonzaga, 
who took the road for Mirandola^ while I turned ofE towards 
Parma and Piacenza. 

When I reached Piacenza, I met Duke Pier Luigi in the street, 
who stared me up and down, and recognised me. He had been 
the sole cause of all the wrong I had suffered in the castle of 
St. Angelo; and now I fumed at the sight of him. But not know- 
ing any way of avoiding him, I made up my mind to go and pay 
him a visit. I arrived at the palace just as the table was being 
cleared. With him were some men of the house of Landi, those 
who were afterwards his murderers. When I came in, he received 
me with the utmost effusiveness; and among other pleasant 
things which fell from his lips was his declaration to those who 
were present that I was the greatest man in all the world in 
my profession, and that I had been a long time in prison in 
Rome. Then, turning to me, he said, “ Benvenuto, my friend, 
I was much distressed at what you suSered, and I knew that you 
were innocent, but I could do nothing to help you in any way. 
For my father did it to satisfy certain enemies of yours, who, 
besides, gave him to understand that you had spoken ill of him 
— though I know for a certainty that there was not a word of 
truth in it. I was, indeed, very sorry for you.^’ And so he went on, 
repeating things like these, till it looked as if he were begging 
my pardon. Afterwards he asked me about all the work I had 
done for the most Christian King; and while I was telling him, 
he listened attentively, giving me the most gracious audience 
possible. Then he asked me if I would like to serve him, to which 
I answered that I could not honourably undertake to do so; 
but that if I had completed the important works I had begun 
for the great King, I would leave any other prince, whosoever 
he might be, to serve his Excellency. Now here may be seen 
how the great God of Power never leaves unpunished those who 
work injustice on the innocent. For this man in some sense 
begged my pardon, in the presence of those who afterwards 
wreaked their vengeance on him, on my account, and on account 
of many another maltreated by him. And thus no one, be he ever 
so great a lord, should mock at God’s justice — as do some whom 
I know, who have done me brutal wrong too, as 1 shall tell all 
in good time. And I write these things not out of vain conceit. 
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but solely in gratitude to God^ who has saved me from so many 
dangers. Likewise^ in those perils which menace me every day, 
I tell all my grief to Him, and call on Him, and entreat Him 
to be my defender. And it ever happens — after I have helped 
myself as best I can, and yet my spirit is weak, and my feeble 
forces do not come up to my aid — that suddenly the great 
power of God is made visible, and, all unforeseen, descends on 
the wrongdoers, and on such as give little heed to the great and 
honourable duties which God has laid upon them. 

lii. When I returned to my inn, I found the Duke had sent 
me an abundant provision of food and drink of exquisite quality, 
and I ate with a good appetite. Then, mounting my horse, I 
turned my face towards Florence. When I reached there, I 
found my sister with her six young daughters. One of them was 
of marriageable age, and one was still at nurse. My brother-in- 
law, in consequence of various unfortunate happenings in the 
city, worked no longer at his trade. More than a year before I 
had sent stones and French jewellery to the value of more than 
two thousand ducats; and what I brought with me was worth 
about a thousa^'d ''^wns. I found that, though I had given 
them regularly four gold crowns a month, yet they always drew 
on the money which came from the sale of the jewellery. My 
brother-in-law was such an honest man that when the allowance 
I sent was not enough, for fear of vexing me, he chose to pawn 
nearly all he had in the world, and to let himself be eaten up 
by usurers, in his endeavour to leave untouched the money 
which was not meant for him. By this I knew he was a very 
honest man; so I was desirous to make him a better allowance, 
and, before leaving Florence, to provide for all his daughters. 

liii. It was now the month of August 1545 ; and our Duke was 
living at Poggio a Cajano, about ten miles from Florence. So 
there I went to see him, merely in the course of my duty — since 
I, too, was a Florentine citizen; since my ancestors were very 
friendly with the house of Medici, and I as much as any man 
loved Duke Cosimo. So, as I say, I went to Poggio only to pay 
my respects, and with not the least intention of stopping with 
him — as it pleased God, who docth all things well, that I should 
do. When I came into the Duke’s presence, he received me with 
great kindness ; and then he and the Duchess asked me all about 
the work I had been doing for the King. With the greatest good- 
will I explained everything bit by bit. He listened, and then 
replied he had heard it was indeed so, adding, with a gesture 
of compassion, “A poor reward for all your great labours! 
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Benvenuto, my friend, if you were to undertake work for me I 
should pay you very differently to that King of yours, of whom, 
out of your good-nature, you speak so well.” To this I replied 
by explaining the great obligations I was under to his Majesty, 
who had first freed me from an unjust prison, and then given 
me such a chance of making wonderful masterpieces as had never 
fallen to the lot of any of my artist peers. While I was speaking 
thus, the Duke writhed with impatience, and looked as if he 
could hardly stay to hear me out. When I had finished, he said, 
“If you will work for me, I will give you such rewards as may 
perhaps astonish you — ^provided the result pleases me, and of 
that I have no doubt at all.” And so, poor unlucky wight! 
wishing to prove to the masters of our wonderful school, that 
since I left Florence I had been striving for success in other 
departments of art besides those which they deemed mine, I 
answered that I would willingly make a great statue in marble 
or in bronze for his fine piazza. To this he replied that, to begin 
with, he would like from me a Perseus. This had been long in 
his mind ; and he begged me to make a model of it for him. So 
I set to the task with great goodwill, and in a few weeks I had 
finished it. It was made of yellow wax, about a cubit in height, 
and very delicately wrought; for I had given all my best skill 
and knowledge to the making of it. Tlie Duke returned to 
Florence; but several days went by l)efore I could show him 
the model. Indeed, from his indifference you might have judged 
he had never seen or heard of me; and this lx)ded ill, I thought, 
for my dealings with his Excellency. However, one day after 
dinner I took my model to the Wardrobe; and he carfie to see 
it along with the Duchess and some lords of his court. As soon 
as he set eyes on it, he was so pleased, and praised it so extrava- 
gantly that I had good hope of having found in him a patron of 
some discrimination. He examined it for a long time with ever- 
growing delight, and then he said, “ Benvenuto, my friend, if 
you were to carry out this little model on a large scale, it would 
be the finest thing in the Piazza.” Thereupon I replied, “ My most 
excellent lord, in the Piazza are works by the great Donatello 
and the marvellous Michael Angelo, the two grefitest men 
since the ancients. Nevertheless, as your most illustrious Ex- 
cellency is so encouraging to my model, 1 feel within me the 
power to do the complete work three times as well.” These 
words of mine stirred up a deal of argument; for the Duke kept 
saying that he? understood such things perfectly, and knew just 
what could l>e done. I replied that my work would decide this 
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dispute and his doubt^ though most certainly I should achieve 
more for his excellency than I had promised him. Then I asked 
him to give me the means of carrying out the undertakings as 
otherwise 1 could do nothing. The Duke replied that I should 
draw up a formal demand, stating precisely my wants, and he 
would order these to be amply provided for. Now of a truth, 
if I had been shrewd enough to obtain by contract all I needed 
for my work, I should have escaped the great annoyances which, 
by my own fault, I afterwards experienced. For he seemed most 
determined to have the work done, and to make the necessary 
preparations for it. But I, who did not know that his lordship 
was more of a merchant than a duke, treated with him most 
liberally, as duke rather than merchant. I drew up the petition, 
and it seemed to me that his Excellency most generously 
responded. In it I said, ‘'Rarest of patrons, the real petition 
1 make and the true contract between us do not consist in these 
words and writings. The essential is, that I succeed according 
to the word I have given. And when I have succeeded, I am as 
sure that your most illustrious Excellency will keep in good 
mind all he has p-omised me.’’ The Duke was delighted with 
my words and my demeanour; and he and the Duchess heaped 
more favours on me than I can describe. 

liv. As I had the greatest desire to begin my operations, I 
told his Excellency that I needed a house where I could set up 
my furnaces for work in clay and bronze, also in gold and silver, 
which required other arrangements. “For,’’ said I, “I know 
you are well aware how ready I am to serve you in all these 
various departments, ind that I need suitable rooms for the 
purpose.” To prove to his Excellency how eager I was for his 
service, I had already found the house that suited me, in a very 
convenient part of the town. And because I did not want to 
annoy the Duke with demands for money or an3^hing else 
till he had seen my work, I offered him two jewels which I had 
brought from France, and begged him to buy the house with 
them, and to keep them till I had earned the amount by my 
labours. The jewels had been exquisitely set by my workmen 
under my direction. He looked at them for some time, and then 
said with an air of utmost frankness, wliich roused false hopes 
in me, “Take away your jewels, Benvenuto. It is you T want, 
not them; and you shall have your house free.” After that he 
wrote a rescript under my petition — I have kept it to this hour 
—to this effect: this house be seen. Find who is the owner ^ 

and 7 vhat price he asks; for we wish to oblige Benvenuto^ 1 
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thought this written order made me sure of the house; for I 
felt certain that my works would give far more satisfaction 
than what I had promised. His Excellency then gave the matter 
into the hands of Pier Francesco Riccio. He was a Prato man, 
and had been the Duke’s tutor. I spoke to the brute, and told 
him all the things I wanted — ^for instance, I mentioned that in 
the garden I wished to build a workshop. But he gave the 
business over to a paymaster, a dried-up scarecrow of a man, 
called Lattanzio Gorini. A curious little object he was, with 
spidery hands, and a tiny voice that hummed like a gnat, and 
he crept about like a snail. As my ill-luck would have it, he sent 
to my house as much sand and lime and stones as would barely 
have built a dove-cot. Things seemed to be going at a rather 
chilly pace, and I began to feel alarmed. But then I said to 
myself, “ Little beginnings sometimes lead to great ends.” And, 
besides, I could not but be hopeful when I thought of all the 
thousands of ducats the Duke had thrown away on hideous 
works of sculpture done by that beast Buaccio Bandinelli. So 
I took heart and goaded Lattanzio Gorini to make him bestir 
himself; but I might as well have shouted to a blind boy driving 
a pack of lame donkeys. In spite of all the difficulties, by dint 
of using my own money, I had marked out the plan of the 
shop, and cut down trees and vines; according to my wont, 
hurrying on with the work eagerly — ^nay, furiously would be 
the better word. 

On the other hand, I was dependent on Tasso the carpenter, 
a great friend of mine, whom I had commissioned tq^ake a 
w^en frame on which to set up the great Perseus. This Tasso 
was a very clever man, the best, I think, in his craft. He was 
good-humoured an3 cheerful, too; and every time I went to 
him he met me with a laugh, and trolled out a ballad in falsetto. 
At this time my affairs in France seemed to be going very ill; 
and from those at home I could look for little profit, owing to 
the coldness of the Duke; so that I was nearly desperate. Yet he 
always forced me to listen to at least half his song, and after a 
little I even made merry in his company; and thrust my dismal 
thoughts as far from me as I could. 

Iv. I had arranged all the things I have spoken of; and my 
preparations for the great undertaking were well advanced — 
indeed I had already used some of the lime — ^when one day I 
was sent for in haste by the major-domo. I found him, after his 
Excellency’s dinner, in the Clock hall. When I came in, I greeted 
him with the greatest respect; but his reception of me was most 
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frigid. He asked me who had installed me in that house^ and 
with whose authority I had begun to build on the premises; and 
said he was much astonished that I was so daring and pre- 
sumptuous. I replied that his Excellency had put me in pos- 
session of the house; and that his lordship, in the Duke's name, 
had given the orders concerning the business to Lattanzio 
Gorini. Lattanzio had sent stone and sand and lime, and supplied 
everything I had asked for, and had said he was doing so by his 
lordship's orders. At this the brute turned on me with greater 
sharpness than before, and told me that neither I nor any of 
those I had named spoke the truth. Then I flew into a rage, and 
said to him, “Major-domo, so long as your Excellency speaks 
in accordance with the rank to which you have risen, I shall 
treat you with respect, and address you as submissively as I 
do the Duke. Otherwise I shall speak to you as to one Ser Pier 
Francesco Riccio." The man got in such a passion that I thought 
he was going mad there and then — even before the time 
appointed by Heaven — and he told me in the most insulting 
terms that he wondered greatly at himself for letting me speak 
at all to a man likf him. At this I was roused to say, “ Now listen 
to me, Ser Pier Riccio, and I'll let you know who are my equals. 
As for yours, they are pedagogues, just fit for teaching babes 
their ABC." At this the man's face grew distorted; he lifted 
up his voice and repeated his words still more insolently; where- 
upon I, too, put on a threatening air, and assuming something 
of his own arrogant tone, declared that my peers ^\ere worthy 
to speak with Popes, and Emperors, and great Kings; and that 
there were perhaps not two of us in the world, while a dozen 
of his sort could be met going out or in at any door. At this he 
jumped on a window seat in the hall, and ordered me to repeat 
once more the words I had said, which 1 did more hardily than 
before, adding that I did not care to serve the Duke any longer, 
and that I should return to France, which I was free to do. 
The brute stood dazed and ashen-coloured; and I took myself 
off in a towering rage, intending to shake the dust of Florence 
from my feet. And wodd to God I l^d carried out my intention ! 

His Excellency the Duke can have known nothing of this 
devilry at first; for not a sign did he make for several days, 
while I thrust all thoughts of Florence out of my head, save what 
concerned my sister and my nieces. I was making arrangements 
to leave them as well provided for as I could with the little 1 
had brought wkh me. That done, I meant to return to F'rance, 
and never think of seeing Italy any more. I had made up my 
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mind to set off as speedily as possible^ without leave from the 
Duke or any one else. But one morning the major-domo sent 
very humbly for me; and began one of his pedantic rigmaroles, 
in which I couldn't see any method, or art, or sense, or beginning 
or end. All I could make out was, he professed to be a good 
Christian, and he did not wish to cherish hatred towards any one; 
so he asked me, on the part of the Duke, what salary I desired 
for my maintenance. I stood there cool and collected, making 
no answer, for 1 had made up my mind not to remain. Getting 
no reply, he was shrewd enough to say, “Oh, Benvenuto, an 
answer is due to Dukes; and my message comes from his 
Excellency.” As it came from his Excellency, I said I was quite 
willing to reply; and so he was to tell the Duke that I did not 
wish to play second fiddle to any of those in my profession whom 
he employed. Then the major-domo answered, “Bandinelli 
gets two hundred crowns as a retaining fee; so if you are content 
with the same, your salary is arranged.” I said I was satisfied ; 
and that what I earned over and above this should be given 
me when my work had been proved ; and that I left it all to the 
good sense of his most illustrious Excellency. So against my 
will, I picked up the thread again, and set to work, the Duke 
heaping every imaginable favour upon me. 

Ivi. I very often received letters from France from my 
most devoted friend Messer Guido Guidi. These letters as yet 
had told me nothing that was not pleasant. My Ascanio also 
wrote, bidding me be of good cheer, for if anything of importance 
happened, he would let me know. But it was reported to the 
King how I was employed by the Duke of Florence. He was 
the most good-natured man in the world, and many a time 
used to say, “Why does not Benvenuto come back?” Then he 
made' particular inquiries of my young men, both of whom 
said that, according to my letters, things were going well with 
me, and that I was not thinking of coming back again to serve 
his Majesty. The King got angry at these bold words, which 
never came from me, and said, “Since he has left us without 
any reason, we shall not ask him again. Let him stop where he 
is.” And so those dishonest rascals got their own way in the 
matter; for once I was back in France, they would have been 
labourers under me again, as they were before, whereas, if I 
did not return, they remained free and in my place. So they did 
their best that I should not come back. 

Ivii. While I was having the workshop builtjor making the 
Perseus, I worked in a basement chamber. There I made the 
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Perseus of gesso^ the same size as the finished statue was to be, 
intending to cast it from this mould. But when I saw that this 
method was a rather lengthy one, I resorted to another plan. 
By this time, I must tell you, there had been built, brick by brick, 
a miserable kind of a workshop, so wretchedly constructed that 
I can’t bear to think of it. There I began the figure of the Medusa. 
First I made a framework of iron, then covered it with clay; 
and when that was done, I baked it. I had only some little 
apprentices to help me. One of these, a very handsome lad, the 
son of La Gambetta the prostitute, I used as a model, since no 
books teach art as does the human figure. I tried to secure 
workmen, that I might make speed with the business; but I 
could find none, and I could not do everything by myself. There 
were some in Florence who would have willingly come; but 
Bandinelli put a stop to that; and then after making me waste 
a deal of time, he told the Duke I was trying to steal away his 
workmen, because I found I should never be able to put together 
so large a figure by myself. I complained to the Duke how the 
brute annoyed me, and begged him to let me have some of the 
workmen belonglro^ to the Opera del Duomo. But my words 
only convinced him of what Bandinelli had said; and seeing this 
I began to do my best unaided. While I was working thus day 
and night, my sister’s husband took ill, and died after a few da 5 rs, 
leaving my sister, who was still young, with six daughters, big 
and little, to my care. This was the first great trouble I had in 
Florence, being left father and guide of such an unhr.ppy family. 

Iviii. Anxious that nothing should go wrong, I sent for two 
labourers to clear the rubbish out of my garden. They came 
from the Ponte Vecchio, one of them an old man of sixty, the 
other a lad of eighteen. When they had been with me about 
three days, the lad told me that the old man refused to work, 
and that I should do better to send him away; for not only did 
he do nothing himself, but he kept him from working also. He 
said that the little there was to do, he could do by himself, 
without throwing money away on any one else. This young 
man was called Bernardino Mannellini of Mugello. Seeing him 
so ready for hard work, I asked him if he would agree to be my 
servant; and the matter was settled on the spot. He took care 
of my house, worked in the garden, and afterwards learned to 
help me in the workshop; so that, bit by bit, he began to learn 
my art with great cleverness, and I never had a better helper. 
Thus, having jesolved to do the whole business with only this 
young man’s 5d, I began to prove to the Duke that Bandinelli 
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had been telling lies^ and that I could get on excellently without 
any of his men. 

About this time I suffered somewhat from an affection of 
the loins; and as I could not work^ I was not ill pleased to hang 
about the Wardrobe of the Duke with certain young goldsmiths 
called Gianpagolo and Domenico Poggini. Under my orders 
they made a little gold vase, worked in low relief with figures 
and other lovely ornaments. It was for the Duchess. His Excel- 
lency had ordered it for her to drink water out of. He also asked 
me to make her a golden belt, which was to be very richly worked 
with jewels, and a great many charming masks and other things. 
This I also did. Every now and then the Duke would come into 
the Wardrobe; and he took the greatest pleasure in seeing me 
work and talking with me. When I got a little better, I sent for 
day, and while the Duke was amusing himself there, I did his 
portrait larger than life. He was so satisfied with this work, 
and grew so fond of me, that he said nothing would please him 
better than that arrangements should be mile for me to work 
in the palace. So he looked out large rooms where I could set up 
my furnaces and all my necessary apparatus; for he took the 
greatest interest in everythii^ pertaining to my art. But I 
told his Excellency that it was not possible; for if I did so, I 
should not have finished the work I had undertaken in a 
thousand years. 

lix. From the Duchess I received extraordinary kindness; 
indeed, she would have liked me to have given m)^elf up 
entirely to her service, throwing Perseus and everytjjing else 
aside. In the midst of these vain favours I knew full well that 
my perverse and cruel fortune would surely deal me a blow 
from some new quarter ere long; for I never lost sight of the 
blunder I had made while striving to do the thing that was best. 
I am speaking now of the French business. The King found it 
impossible to swallow his great vexation at my departure; yet 
would he gladly have had me back, if it could have been con- 
triyed with due regard to his dignity. But, feeling myself alto- 
gether in the right, I would not bend the knee, being convinced 
that were I to demean myself by writing humbly, those French 
ill-wishers of mine would, after their fashion, say I had owned 
myself in the wrong, and that certain misdeeds of which I had 
b^n unjustly accused, were now proved up to the hilt. There- 
fore I stood upon my dignity, and wrote in haughty terms, like 
a man with right upon his side. Nothing could have better 
pleased those tw'o faithless apprentices of mine. In wanting to 
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them, I had vaunted the favours heaped on me by the lord and 
lady who held absolute sway in Florence, the city of my birth; 
and when they received these letters, off they would go to the 
King and beseech him to give them my castle, just as he had 
given it to me. His Majesty, who was an excellent man and very 
good-natured, would never agree to the audacious demtmds 
of those bandits; for he began to be aware of their villainous 
designs. But to keep them on tenterhooks, and give me a chance 
of coming back, he ordered his treasurer, Messer Giuliano 
Buonaccorsi, a Florentine citizen, to write me an angry letter 
to this effect: if I would still keep the name of honest man which 
I had borne, I was bound, seeing I had taken my departure 
without any cause, to render account of all my expenditure 
and work for his Majesty. 

When I got this letter I was greatly pleased; nothing else 
could so have tickled my palate. Sitting down to answer it, I 
filled nine sheets of ordinary paper, narrating minutely all the 
works I had done, the adventures I had had with them, and the 
sums of money expended on them, which had always been paid 
to me by two *^ 01 ; i':s and one of the royal treasurers, and 
formally acknowledged in detail by all the men who had had 
money from me, either for material they had supplied, or for 
work they had done. I had not put a farthing of this money in 
my own pocket; nor had I had a penny for my finished work. 
All I had brought back with me to Italy were some tokens of 
fa\ our and some altogether royal promises, in very truth worthy 
of his Majesty. cannot boast of having made anything out 
of my labours,” I continued, “save some maintenance money 
iigreed to by your Majesty; and even of that more than seven 
hundred gold crowns are still due, which 1 had purposely re- 
frained from touching, that they might be held in reserve for 
my journey back. Yet, though eviUy-disposed persons, from 
sheer envy, do me an ill turn, as I am well aware they have 
done, truth ever wins in the end. 1 glory in your most Christian 
Majesty, and am not moved by avarice. Moreover, though I 
know I have done much more for you than I promised, and the 
recompense agreed on has not followed, yet I have but one care 
in the world — to remain, in the opinion of your Majesty, the 
honest, upright man I have ever been. If your Majesty has 
the smallest, doubt about this, you have but to lift a finger and 
I shall come flying to render an account of myself, even at the 
risk of my life. But seeing in what little respect you hold me, I 
have been unwilling to return and offer my services, aware 
T 
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that I shall never lack bread wherever I go. Yet were I to be 
called; I should always respond.” In tins letter there were, 
besides, other particulars worthy of the great King’s notice, 
and necessary to be stated for the maintenance of my honour. 
Before I sent it off I took it to my Duke, who was pleased to 
read it. Then 1 addressed it to the Cardinal of Ferrara, and 
sent it to France. 

lx. Now about this time Bernardone Baldini, his Excel- 
lency’s jewel-agent, brought from Venice a large diamond 
weighing more than thirty-five carats. And Antonio, son of 
Vittorio Landi, was also interested in the Duke’s buying it. 
The stone had once been cut in a point; but as it did not radiate 
the limpid splendour which was to be expected from it, its 
owners had blunted it; and in truth it was not suita]:)lc for 
table-cutting or for point. Now our Duke, who took the greatest 
delight in jewels, though he knew nothing about them, led that 
villain Bernardaccio to expect he would buy the diamond; 
and as the scoundrel was keen to have all the honour to himself 
of cheating the Duke of Florence, he never said a word about it 
to his comrade, Antonio Landi. This Antonio had been a great 
friend of mine from boyhood; and now when he saw I was very 
intimate with the Duke, he called me aside one day (it was near 
noon, and at the corner of the New Market), and spoke to me 
thus: “Benvenuto, the Duke will doubtless show you a diamond 
which he seems to wish to buy. You will see that it is a large one. 
Help on the sale of it. I tell you I can give it for seventeen thou- 
sand crowns. I am sure he will want your advice; and if you see 
he is inclined for it, I can manage to let him have it."^^ Antonio 
seemed to be quite certain of his ability to negotiate the jewel. 
I made reply tha't should it be shown to me, and my opinion 
of -it asked, I should say exactly what I thought, without 
prejudice to the stone. 

Well, as I have said before, the Duke came every day to our 
shop and stayed several hours; and more than a week after 
Antom*o Landi had spoken to me, he showed me the very 
diamond, one day after dinner. I knew it from certain particu- 
lars which I^ndi had mentioned respecting its shape and 
weight. Now, as I have said above, this diamond gave out a 
somewhat filmy radiance — for which reason its point had been 
blunted; and seeing its quality, I was in a mind to disadvise 
so much money being spent on it. However, when it was shown 
me, I asked his Excellency what he wished me to say; because 
for jewellers to value a gem after a nobleman has bought it, 
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and to value it when its purchase is in question^ are two very 
different things. Then his Excellency said the purchase was 
concluded^ and I was only to say what I thought of it. I could 
not but point out modestly the little I knew about the stone; 
but he told me to take note of the beauty of its great facets; 
whereupon I replied that this was no such beauty as his Excel- 
lency fancied, but was only the result of the point being blunted. 
At this, my lord, who was well aware I was speaking the truth, 
frowned in displeasure, and ordered me to give my mind to 
valuing the jewel and tell him what I thought it was worth. 
Now I counted that, since Antonio Landi had offered it to me 
for seventeen thousand crowns, the Duke might have had it 
for fifteen thousand at the most; and perceiving he would take 
it ill were I to tell him the truth, I resolved to back him up in 
his mistake. So handing him the diamond, I said, “Eighteen 
thousand crowns you’ll perhaps have given for it.” At this he 
bawled out, “Oh!” with a mouth as big as a well. “Now I am 
sure,” said he, “that you know nothing about it.” And I replied, 
“ Of a truth, my lord, you are mistaken. It is for you to vaunt 
the qualities of youi Jiamond; a knowledge of its value is my 
business. Tell me at least what you gave for it, that I may 
learn to understand, after your Excellency’s fashion.” Then 
the Duke got up and said angrily, “Five and twenty thousand 
crowns and more, Benvenuto, did it cost me.” Then he 
went away. 

While we had been speaking, Gianpagolo and Domenico 
Poggini, the goldsmiths, were standing by; and the embroiderer, 
Bachiacca, who was wot king in an adjoining room, ran in to 
us on hearing the noise. So I said, “ I should never have advised 
him to buy it; but yet if he was bent on having it, Antonio 
Landi offered it to me a week ago for seventeen thousand crowns 
and I believe I might have had it for fifteen, or less. But the Duke 
insists on putting a high value on his diamond. When Antonio 
Landi offered it to me for the price I have named, how the devil 
could Bernardone have over-reached his Excellency in that 
shameful way?” And so, utterly disbelieving that the Duke 
had told the truth, we laughed at his simplicity and let the 
matter slide. 

Ixi. I was getting on with my great statue of Medusa. As I 
have said, I had made a framework of iron. Then I laid on the 
clay, according to the anatomy of the figure, about half an inch 
thinner than the finished figure was meant to be. Afterwards I 
baked it well, and spread wax on the top, modelling this with 
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the utmost care. The Duke^ who often came to see it, was so 
afraid I might fail with the bronze, that he would have liked me 
to call in some master to cast it for me. But he was ever speaking 
with enthusiasm of my skill, which made his major-domo be 
alwa)rs on the look-out how he could lay a trap to make me break 
my neck. He had authority over the high constables and all 
the offices in our poor, unhappy city of Florence. He, a Prato 
man, our enemy, a cooper’s son, an ignoramus, just because 
he had been the mouldy old pedagogue of Cosimo de’ Medici 
before he was Duke — he to be given such power, forsooth! 
Now, as I have said, always on the outlook to do me an injury, 
but seeing nowhere a pretext, he invented one. He went to see 
the mother of my apprentice boy Cencio; and between them — 
that rascally pedant and that cheat of a whore, Gambetta — ^they 
plotted to give me such a scare as would force me to flee from 
Florence. The Bargello, too, a Bolognese — afterwards dismissed 
by the Duke for plots of this kind — was leagued with them. 
Gambetta, instigated by that rascally fool of a pedagogue, the 
major-domo, came one Saturday evening, three hours after 
nightfall, to see me, bringing her son; and told me she had kept 
him shut up at home for several days for my good. I replied 
that, so far as I was concerned, she need not keep him shut up; 
and laughing at her bawdish tricks, I turned to the boy and said 
to him before her, ‘‘You know, Cencio, if I have done you any 
harm.” He began to cry, and said, “No.” Then his mother, 
shaking her head at him, said, “Ah, you little rascal, perhaps 
I don’t know anything about it, eh?” Then turning to me, she 
bade me hide him in my house; for the Bargello was looking for 
him, and would, lake him anywhere outside my place; but 
there they would not dare to lay hands on him. To this I answered 
that in my house my widowed sister lived, and her six virgin 
daughters, and I wanted nobody else. Whereupon she said 
that the major-domo had given orders to the Bargello, and I 
should surely be arrested. But .since I did not want to take the 
boy into my house, if I were to give her a hundred crowns, I 
might set my mind at rest; for the major-domo was a very great 
friend of hers, and I might be sure she would make him do 
whatever she pleased —always provided I gave her the money. 
By this time I was in a fury of rage. “ Out of my sight,” I cried, 
“you shameful whore! Were it not for respect to the world, 
and for the innocence of this unhappy boy you have here, I’d 
have cut your throat by now with this dagger of mine. More 
than once I’ve had my fingers on it.” With these woitis, and 
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many a hard knock besides^ I drove her and her son out of 
my house. 

Ixii. When I thought over the villainy and also the power 
of that wicked pedagogue, I judged it best to let this scandal 
spend itself. So next morning early, having given my jewels and 
other things, amounting to nearly two thousand crowns, into my 
sister’s keeping, I got upon my horse and set off towards Venice, 
taking with me Bernardino di Mugello. As soon as I reached 
Ferrara, I wrote to his Excellency the Duke that, though I 
had gone away without being sent, I should return without 
being called. 

On my arrival at Venice, I reflected on all the various ways 
my cruel fortune chose to torture me. Nevertheless, feeling lusty 
and gay, I resolved to face her, fighting as usual. And though 
my own private affairs gave me much food for thought, yet I 
took my diversion about that beautiful and magnificent city, 
and went to pay my respects to the marvellous painter Titian, 
also to Jacopo del Sansovino, the admirable sculptor and 
architect, and one of our Florentines, who was handsomely 
maintained by the 9 ^^ of Venice. We had known each other 
when young, in Rome, and, of course, in Florence too, of which 
lie was a citizen. Both of those great artists gave me the kindest 
reception. Next day I fell in with Messer Lorenzo de’ Medici, 
who thereupon took me by the hand in the heartiest fashion 
possible; for we had known each other in Florence when I was 
making Duke Alessandro’s money, and later in Paris, when I 
was in the service of the King. ITe had been living then in the 
house of Messer Giuliano Buonaccorsi ; and since he had nowhere 
else to go for amusement, save at the greatest danger of his 
life, he took to spending the most of his time with me, watcliing 
me at work on some large plate T had in hand. So, as I say, on 
account of our acquaintance in the past, he took me new by the 
hand, and brought me to his house, where I saw the Lord Prior 
degli Strozzi, brother of my lord Piero. We had a merry meeting, 
and they asked me how long 1 meant to stay in Venice, believing 
me to be on my way back to France. 1 made answer to these 
gentlemen that I had left Florence for a particular reason— 
which I have already explained— and that in two or three days 
I meant to go back to the Duke’s service. When I told them 
this, my lord Prior and Messer Lorenzo turned on me with such 
severity that I felt greatly alarmed. “You would do better,” 
they said, “to return to France, w'here you are rich and famous; 
for to go back to Florence is to lose all you have gained in 
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France; and you will draw nothing from your stay there save 
vexations/’ 1 made no answer; but set off the next day^ as 
secretly as possible, on my way back to Florence. In the mean- 
time that devilish scandal had blown over; for I had written to 
my great Duke an explanation of the circumstances that had 
driven me to Venice. It was with his usual distant and severe 
manner he received me when I went to pay him an informal 
visit. This humour lasted some time, and then he turned towards 
me pleasantly, and asked me where I had been. I replied that 
my heart h^ never travelled an inch away from his most 
illustrious Excellency; only some good reasons had forced my 
body to go a-wandering. Then, relaxing more and more, he 
began to ask me about Venice; and thus we talked for a while. 
At last he bade me stick to my work, and finish his Perseus for 
him. So I went back home glad and light of heart, rejoiced my 
family, that is, my sister and her six daughters, took up my work 
again, and brought it forward with all the energy I possessed. 

Ixiii. The first thing I ever cast in bronze was the large por- 
trait bust of his Excellency, which I had modelled in clay in 
the Pogginis’ workshop, while I had the pain in my back. It 
was a work that gave much pleasure, yet I only did it to gain 
experience in days suitable for casting in bronze. I knew that 
the wonderful Donatello had used Florence clay for casting his 
bronzes; but it seemed to me that he had worked under tremen- 
dous difficulties. This I believed to be due to some defect in the 
day; so before beginning to cast my Perseus, 1 wished first to 
make some experiments. These taught me that the^day was 
good; only the admirable Donatello liad not quite understood 
it: for I saw that his works had been cast with endless difficulty. 
So, as I have mentioned, I compounded the clay by a special 
process, and found it most serviceable. Then, as I have said, 
I cast the head with it. As I had as yet made no furnace, I used 
that of Maestro Zanobi di Pagno, the bell-founder. When I 
saw that the bust came out with great precision, I began without 
delay to set up a small furnace in the shop which the Duke had 
had arranged for me, according to my own plan and design, 
in the house which he had given me. As soon as the furnace was 
ready, with all haste possible I made my preparations for cast- 
ing the statue of Medusa, that woman writhing under the feet 
of Perseus. The casting w'as a matter of the utmost difficulty; 
and to avoid any mistake, I determined to use all the knowledge 
I had been at such pains to acquire. Thus the first cast I made 
in my little furnace was perfectly successful; and so clean was it 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 281 

that my friends thought there was no need for me to touch it 
up again. Of course, certain Germans and Frenchmen, who 
plume themselves on knowing wonderful secrets, declare they 
can cast bronze so that it needs no retouching; but this is foolish 
talk ; for after bronze has been cast, it must be worked on with 
hammers and chisels in the fashion of the marvellous antique 
masters, and of the moderns too; at least, such modems as have 
learnt anything at all about the matter. His Excellency was so 
much pleased that several times he came to my house to see it, 
thus putting heart into me to do my best. But the rabid envy 
of Bandinello, who was always whispering harm of me in the 
Duke's ears, had such influence on him, that he was persuaded 
to think my having cast a single statue was no proof I could put 
the whole together. It was a new art to me; and his Excellency 
should take heed lest he was throwing his money away, he said. 
Words like these breathed in the ears of my glorious Duke, so 
swayed him that certain moneys for service were disallowed 
me after this, so that I was forced to expostulate somewhat 
warmly with his Excellency. One morning, therefore, when I 
had waited for him ir the Via de’ Servi, I said to him, “ My lord, 
as I no longer receive my necessary supplies, I fear your Excel- 
lency has lost trust in me. But I assure you once more that I 
have it in me to carry out this w^ork three times as well as the 
model. This, indeed, I have already promised you." 

Ixiv. I perceived that my words had no effect on his Excellency, 
for he made me no answer. Then all at once rage took hold on 
me; and I was filled with an intolerable heat of passion, which 
broke forth in these wends: “My lord, this city has in truth 
ever been the school of noble genius. But when a man has 
become conscious of his power, and has won some little skill 
in his art, if he would fain enhance the honour of his city and of 
his glorious prince, he had best go and work elsewhere. And 
that this is so, my lord, I need not insist; for your Excellency 
knows what manner of men were Donatello and the great 
Leonardo da Vind, and what are the powers of the marvellous 
Michel Agnolo Buonarroti in our own day. Their great talents 
have given increase to the glory of your Excellency. And so I, 
too, hope to do my part. Therefore, my lord, give me leave to 
go. But let your lordship be warned ; and give no such leave to 
Bandinello. Let liim have even greater rewards than he asks of 
you; for were he to go abroad, such is his presumptuous ignor- 
ance, that he would of a surety bring shame on our most noble 
school. Now give me leave to go, my lord ; nor do I ask other 
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recompense for my labours to this hour than the good-will of 
your most illustrious Excellency.” When he saw I was in 
earnest, he turned to me with something like vexation, and said, 
“Benvenuto, if you have a mind to finish the work, you shall 
want for nothing.” Then I thanked him, and said my one desire 
was to prove to those envious persons that I was man enough 
to carry through the work as I had promised. So I parted from 
his Excellency; and after this some trifling help was given me; 
but I was forced to dip into my own pocket, that the work 
might advance at even a moderate pace. 

I was in the habit of spending the evening in his lordship’s 
Wardrobe, where the brothers Domenico and Gianpagolo Pog- 
gini were working at a golden drinking-cup and at a golden 
girdle for the Duchess, which I have spoken of before. Besides, 
his Excellency had ordered from me a little model of a pendant 
in which was to be set the big diamond Bemardone and Antonio 
Landi had forced him to buy. In vain I shirked the thing; the 
Duke used such amiable persuasions that he made me work 
at it every evening till four hours after sundown. Indeed, with 
his insinuating speeches he would fain have forced me to work 
at it by day as well ; but to this I refused to consent, though I 
felt certain I was thus bringing down his wrath upon my head. 
And so one evening, when I had come rather later than my 
wont, he gave me for greeting, “Unwelcome! [Malvmutoy To 
which I replied, “My lord, such is not my name, but Benvenuto 
am I called. However, I think your Excellency must be jesting 
with me; and so I shall leave the matter.” Whereupon he 
answered that he meant what he said; he was not jesting, and 
that I had better see to my behaviour; for it had come to his 
ears that, trusting to his favour, I cheated now one man, now 
another. Then I entreated his most illustrious P'xcellency to 
do me the justice of naming one single man whom I had ever 
cheated. Thereat he turned on me in anger with, “ Go and give 
back what you have of Bernardone’s. There’s one man for you.” 
To this I answered, “ My lord, I thank you, and I beg you to 
do me the honour of listening to just three or four words I 
have to say. The truth is this; he lent me a pair of old scales, 
two anvils, and three little hammers. But a fortnight ago I told 
his man, Giorgio da Cortona, to send for these tools; and Giorgio 
came for them himself. And if your most illustrious Excellency 
finds, on the proven evidence of such as have reported these 
slanders, or of any one else, that from the day I was bom till 
now, I have ever had anything from any man in the way you 
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indicate, either in Rome or in France, then punish me un- 
sparingly.** When the Duke saw me Jhus moved by wrath, he 
turned to me like the discreetest and most affectionate master, 
^d said, “ My reproof was not meant for the blameless. And so, 
if it be as you say, you shall always be welcome to me as in the 
past.** And I replied, “Be it known to your Excellency, that 
Bernardone’s villainy forces me to ask, nay, to entreat you to 
tell me the price of the great diamond with the blunted point. 
Then I hope to show you why the miserable scoundrel seeks to 
bring disgrace on me.’* His Excellency answered, “The diamond 
cost me twenty-five thousand ducats. Why do you ask?” 
“Because, my lord, on such a day, at such an hour, at the 
comer of the Mercato Nuovo, Antonio, the son of Vittorio 
Landi, bade me try to do a deal with your most illustrious 
Excellency for it; and to begin with, he asked sixteen thousand 
ducats for it. Now your lordship knows what you bought it for. 
And for the truth of this, ask Domenico Poggini and his brother 
Gianpagolo, who are here; I told them at the time, and since 
then have never spoken of it; for, as your Excellency told me 
I knew nothing ihe matter, I thought you wanted it to 

be considered of great value. I would have you know, my lord, 
that I do understand such things; and as to the other affair, 
I hold myself to be as honest as any man ever born into this 
world, be the other who he may. I will not seek to rob you of 
eight or ten thousand ducats at a stroke, but endeavour rather 
to gain them by my labours. I engaged to serve your Excellency 
as sculptor, goldsmith, and die-maker; a spy on the affairs of 
others — never! And whit I now say, I say in my own defence, 
and want no informer’s pay therefor. I speak out now in the 
presence of all these honest men here, that your Excellency ma\- 
put no faith in what Bernardone tells you.” The Duke rose up 
in sudden wrath, and sent for Bernardone, who had to flee as 
far as Venice, along with Antonio Landi. Antonio, by the way, 
explained to me that he had been speaking of quite another 
diamond. 

After their flight to Venice and their return from thence, I 
went to see the Duke, and said to him, “ My lord, what I told you 
was the truth; and what Bernardone told you about the tools 
was a lie. You would do well to bring this to the test, and I will 
betake me to the Bargello.” The Duke replied, “Benvenuto, 
think only of being an honest man as in the past, and fear 
nothing.” So the thing passed away in smoke, and I never heard 
it spoken of again. Meanwhile I set to finishing the jewel; and 
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when one day I took it to the Duchess quite complete^ she told 
me that she valued my workmanship as much as the diamond 
which Bemardacdo had lorced them to buy. Then she desired 
me to attach it to her bosom with my own hand, and gave me 
a large pin for the purpose, with which I fastened it; and I took 
my leave high in her favour. Afterwards I heard that they had 
it set over again by a German or some other foreigner— though, 
if it be true, I know not— because Bernardonc said the diamond 
would show better if set with more simplicity. 

Ixv. The brothers Domenico and Gianpagolo Poggini, the 
goldsmiths, were working, as I believe I have already said, in 
his Excellency’s Wardrobe on some little gold vases after my 
design, with little figures chiselled in low relief, as well as other 
ingenious devices. Now many a time I said to the Duke, “ My 
lord, if your Excellency would only pay some workmen, I should 
make the coins for your mint and medals with your head on 
them, too. I would compete with the ancients, with hope to 
surpass them; for since the time when I made the medals for 
Pope Clement, I have learnt so much that I tan do far better. 
1 can even outdo the coins I made for Duke Alessandro, which 
are still considered very beautiful. Besides, I could make for 
you great vases of gold and silver, like the many I did for the 
great King Francis of France; who made the work easy for me 
in every way, so that I wasted no time needed for great colossal 
statues or other works of sculpture.” The Duke’s answer was, 
“Go on then, and I shall see.” But he never gave me either men 
or appliances or help of any kind. ^ 

One day his most illustrious Excellency supplied me with 
several pounds of silver, and said, “This is from my mines. 
Make me a fine vase.” Now as I did not wish to stop working 
on my Perseus, and yet desired greatly to serve him, I gave it, 
with my designs and little models in wax, to a rascal called Piero 
di Martino, a goldsmith. He began it badly, and, besides, stopped 
working after a while; so that 1 lost more time than if I had done 
it with my own hand. When several months had been wasted 
like this, and I saw that Piero would neither work on it, nor let 
any one else do so, I made him return it to me; but it was only 
after the utmost efforts that I got back the body of the vase, 
so ill begun as I have said, and the rest of the silver I had given 
him. The Duke, who heard something of our bickerings, sent 
for the vase and for the models, and never told me why or 
wherefore. Enough that he gave some designs of mine to be 
carried out by various persons in Venice and other places^ and 
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was very badly served by them. The Duchess would often ask 
me to do goldsmith’s work for her, to wJiich I was wont to answer, 
that I was well known to everybody throughout all Italy for a 
skilful goldsmith; but that Italy had never yet seen sculpture 
from my hand. True, in the profession there were certain sculp- 
tors, mad with envy of me, who laughed at me, and called me 
the new sculptor. “ I hope to show these,” said I, ‘‘that I am an 
old sculptor, if God but give me grace to complete my Perseus, 
and set it up in his Excellency’s magnificent Piazza,” Then I 
retired to my house, and gave my mind to work day and night, 
never showing myself in the palace. But nevertheless I was fain 
to keep in the good graces of the Duchess; and therefore I had 
some silver vases made for her, about the size of those little pots 
you buy for a farthing, chased with lovely masks after the rarest 
antique fashion. When I took them to her, she received me with 
the greatest kindness imaginable; and paid for the silver and 
gold I had used for them. Then I recommended myself to her* 
and begged her to say to his Excellency that I had had little 
help in my great work, also to counsel him to trust less in that 
evil-tongued P'\ii*V:iL‘llo, who was keeping me from completing 
my Perseus. The tears stood in my eyes as I uttered these words. 
The Duchess shrugged her shoulders, and said, “Surely the 
Duke must know this Bandinello to be a worthless creature.” 

Ixvi. About this time I was staying much at home, rarely 
appearing at the palace, and working with the utmost energy 
to finish my statue. I was forced to pay the workmen out of 
my own purse; for the Duke, who had ordered Lattanzio Gorini 
to pay them for about eighteen months, got weary of the busi- 
ness, and withdrew the order. When I asked Lattanzio why he 
no longer paid me, he answered, shaking his spidery hands, and 
in his tiny buzzing voice like a gnat’s, “Why do you not finish 
your work? It is believed you’ll never carry it through.” I 
answered him hotly and said, “The devil take you and dl who 
believe I shall never finish the thing!” 

In despair, I went home to my unfortunate Perseus, and not 
without tears; for I called to mind the favourable conditions 
of my life in Paris when I was in the service of the great King 
Francis. There I had everytliing and to spare; and here all was 
lacking. More than once I was inclined to give up in desperation. 
One of these bad days I mounted my pretty little horse, and 
with a hundred crowns in my pocket, 1 went off to Fiesole to 
see my natural son, whom I had put out to nurse with a gossip 
of mine, the wife of one of my workmen. When I reached the 
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place^ I found the little boy in good healthy and with my heart 
full of grief, I kissed him.^When I was for going away, he would 
not let me, holding me f&t with his little hands, and bursting 
into a passion of tears and cries — a wonderful thing indeed, 
seeing he was only about two years old. Now in my desperate 
condition I had made up my mind, if I came upon Bandinello — 
who was in the habit of going every evening to a farfn he had 
above San Domenico — ^that I would be the death of him. So I 
tore myself from my baby, leaving liim crying there bitterly, 
and set my face towards Florence. I had just reached the Piazza 
of San Domenico, when Bandinello came up from the other side. 
Now was the moment for my deed of blood; but when I ap- 
proached him and raised my eyes, I saw he was unarmed, riding 
on a miserable mule, no better than an ass ; and with him was a 
boy of ten years old. As soon as he set eyes on me, he became pale 
as death, and shook from head to foot. Aware how vile such a 
deed would be, I called out, ** Don’t be afraid, you low coward; 
for I don’t think you worth my blows ! ” He looked at me meekly 
and said never a word. Then I commanded my rage; and thanked 
God, who by His own strength had kept me from such a deed of 
violence. Thus having shaken off that devilish fury, I became 
myself again, and spoke thus: “If God lends me His grace so 
that I finish my work, I hope through its excellence to kill off 
all my rascally enemies; and thus shall my vengeance be far 
greater and more glorious than had I vented it all on one single 
man.” And with this good resolution in my he«art, I went home. 
At the end of three days I heard that my gossip had smothered 
my only son; and the news gave me as great grief as everT have 
felt in all my life. However, I knelt down and, weeping, thanked 
God, according to iny wont, saying, “Lord, Thou gavest him 
to me, and now Thou hast taken him ; and for all I thank Thee 
from my heart.” Though this great grief had almost overpowered 
me, yet I made a virtue of necessity, as is my habit, and as best 
I could resigned myself to facts. 

Ixvii. At the time I am speaking of a young fellow in 
Bandinello’s service, one Francesco, the son of Matteo the 
smith, left him, and asked me if I had any work for him to do. 
I was agreeable; and sent him to touch up the figure of Medusa, 
which had been cast. About a fortnight later he told me he had 
been speaking with his master — I mean Bandinello, — who had 
sent me a message, that if I wished to do a figure in marble, he 
could give me a fine block. I answered at once, “Tell him I 
accept; and may it be a stumbling-block in his path; for be is 
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alwa 3 rs irritating me, forgetting how he was perilously in tny 
power in the Piazza of San Domenico. So now tell him I certainly 
want the marble. I never speak of him, hut the brute is always 
vexing me; and I verily believe that you came to work for me 
at his suggestion, just to spy on my doings. Well, go and tell 
him that I will have the marble willy-nilly; and mind you come 
back with it.** 

Ixviii. It was long since 1 had put in an appearance at the 
palace; so I took it into my head to go one morning. The Duke 
had just almost finished dinner; and from what I heard, he had 
been talking of me that very morning, and most favourably. 
Among other things he had praised my talents for setting jewels 
very highly. Therefore when the Duchess caught sight of me, 
she sent Messer Sforza to call me. When I approached her 
Excellency, she begged me to set a diamond in point for a ring 
which she said she meant to wear always on her finger. She 
gave me the measurements, and also the diamond, which 
was worth about a hundred crowns, and asked me to do the 
thing speedily. Thereupon the Duke raised some objections, 
saying, Quite i. uc, T^envenuto had once no rivals in this art; 
but now he has given it up, and 1 fear, to make a little ring such 
as you desire, will be too burdensome to him. I pray you, there- 
fore, do not trouble him about this little thing; for it will seem 
a considerable one to him now that he is out of the way of such 
work.** I thanked the Duke for what he said, and then entreated 
him to let me do this trifling service for the Duchess. I set to 
work on it at once, and finished it in a day or two. It was for the 
little finger; so I made for it tiny cherubs in the round and four 
little masks, which together made the ring. I also managed to 
insert s6me fruits and connecting scrolls in enamel, so that the 
jewel in this setting made a delightful whole. Then I took it 
without delay to the Duchess, who told me. in the most courteous 
w'ords, I had done an exquisite piece of work, and that she 
would keep me in mind. This ring she presented to King Philip; 
and after that was always giving me orders; but so courteously 
did she make her demands that I went out of my way to serve 
her, though I hardly knew the colour of her money. Yet God 
knows I was in want of it; for I was set on finishing my Perseus, 
and had looked up some young fellows to help me with the job, 
whom I paid out of my own pocket. Now I began to let myself 
be more seen about than I had lately been doing. 

Ixix. One feast day I went to the palace after dinner; and 
when I had conic to the Hall of the Clock I saw the door oi the 
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Wardrobe open. As I was approaching it^ the Duke called to 
me^ greeted me pleasantly, and said, Welcome! look at that 
box which Lord Stefano of Palestrina has sent to me. Open it, 
and see what is inside.” This I did, and then called out, “My 
• lord, it is a figure in Greek marble— a marvellous thing 1 1 swear, 
among all the antiques I have seen I never remember the figure 
of a young boy so beautifully worked, nor in so fine a style. I 
would like to have the restoring of it for your Excellency— the 
head, arms, and feet. I will make an eagle too, so that you may 
name it Ganymede. And though it hardly befits me to cobble 
statues, which is the business of a set of bungling fools — and ill 
enough they do it — yet the excellence of this great master calls 
aloud for my aid.” The Duke was in great feather on hearing 
the statue was so fine; and he asked me endless questions about 
it, saying, “Tell me precisely, Benvenuto, my friend, in what 
consists the great art of this master who stirs such wonder in 
you.” Thereupon I did my best to make his Excellency under- 
stand the great beauty, the high artistic knowledge, and the 
rare style of the thing. On these points I discoursed at length, 
and the more willingly that I could see his Excellency was 
delighted. 

Ixx, Now while I was thus agreeably holding converse with 
the Duke, a page went out of the Wardrobe ; and the door being 
left open, Bandinello came in. When the Duke caught sight of 
him a shade passed over his face, and with a cold look in his 
direction, he said, “What are you doing here?” Bandinello 
made no answer to this; but suddenly spying the boxjrith the 
uncovered statue, he shook his head and said, with one of his 
jeering laughs, “My lord, this is the sort of thing I have so often 
warned your Excellency against. Let me tell you, those ancient 
fellows Imew nothing at all about anatomy, and so their works 
are full of blunders.” I held my tongue meanwhile, paying not 
the slightest attention to what he was saying; indeed, I had 
turned my back on him. But as soon as the beast had stopped 
his wearisome chattering, the Duke cried, “0 Benvenuto, this 
is exactly the contrary of what you were only now explaining 
to me with such fine-soimding reasons. So let's hear what you 
have to say in its defence.” In answer to the Duke's words, 
which were uttered very graciously, I said, “My lord, your 
most illustrious Excellency should know that Baccio Bandinello 
is evil through and through, and always has been so; thus 
whatever he looks at, were it a thing of supreme excellence, 
is at once converted by his ugly eyes into all that is smper- 
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latively bad. Now I, who am drawn only to the good, see the 
truth with clearer sight. Therefore what I told your Excellency 
regarding this beautiful statue is the bare truth; and what 
Bandinello said was spoken out of that evil of which he is made 
up.” The Duke listened to me with the utmost delight; but all 
the time I was speaking Bandinello was writhing and making 
the ugliest faces you ever saw — as if he weren’t ugly enough 
already. Then the Duke went off, walking through some of the 
lower rooms, and Bandinello after him. The chamberlains tugged 
at my cloak to send me at their heels; and so we all followed in 
the Duke’s train till he came to a certain room, where he sat 
down. Bandinello and I stood, one on his right hand and one on 
his left. I held my tongue; and his Excellency’s attendants who 
were standing about, looked hard at Bandinello, sniggering to 
each other over what I had said when we were upstairs. Then 
Bandinello began a palaver, sa5ring, “My lord, when I un- 
covered my Hercules and Cacus I believe of a truth that morp 
than a hundred wretched sonnets were made about me, and 
they contained all the evil which the mob could find to say 
against me.” Hen. i cut in with, “My lord, when our Michel 
Agnolo Buonarroti opened his Sacristy, with all its fine statues, 
to the public, the admirable school of artists in our city, friends 
to truth and right, made more than a hundred sonnets on him, 
each man vying with the other as to who should praise him best. 
Thus, as BanSnello’s statue merited all the abuse which he 
himself owns was launched at it, so to Buonarroti’s wa^ due all 
the praise it received.” Bandinello got into such a rage at my 
words that he nearly burst. Turning on me, he roared, “And 
you — ^what do you know against it?” “I’ll soon tell you that,” 
I rejoined, “if you have patience enough to listen to me.” 
“ Hurry up then,” said he. The Duke and the others who were 
standing about, were all attention. Then I began thus : “ I would 
have you know that it is a grief to me to expose the defects 
of your work; I shall not, however, speak from my own book, 
but shall utter the judgment of our noble band of Florentine 
masters.” Meanwhile the wretch was breaking in rudely, and 
agitating his hands and feet in so intolerable a fashion, that 
he roused my wrath to such a pitch, that I took up the word 
again far more harshly than I should have done if he had be- 
haved himself. “This great school of artists,” I continued, “say 
that if you were to shave off Hercules’s hair, there wouldn’t 
be any noddle left to hold his brains; and as for his face, one 
can’t tell whether it’s a man’s, or that of some cross between 
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a lion and an ox; tliat it in no way corresponds to the attitude 
of the figure; that it is ill set on the neck^ with so little art^ and 
such plentiful lack of grace^ that a worse thing was never seen. 
Moreover^ its great hideous shoulders are like nothing so much 
as two pommels of an,ass’s pack-saddle; and the breasts and all 
the muscles are not modelled from a man, but from a great sack 
of melons set up against a wall. Then the loins look as if they 
were meant to represent a bagful of calabashes; and as for the 
two legs, it would be hard to tell how they are fastened on to 
that lumbering body; nor can you see on which leg he is standing, 
nor which he is straining; yet he is certainly not standing on both, 
as may be now and then seen in the statues of masters who know 
their business. Again, it is evident that the Hercules is bending 
forward more than a third of a cubit; and that by itself is the 
worst, the most intolerable fault to be found in the work of the 
veriest low-bred impostors. As for the arms, they say that they 
stick out in the most graceless fashion, and show no more 
evidence of knowledge than if you had never seen a nude model 
in your life; that the right leg of Hercules and that of Cacus run 
into each other; and if you were to separate them, there would 
not be enough stuff for one calf, let alone two. They say, more- 
over, that one of Hercules's feet is underground, and the other 
looks as if it were being grizzled by fire." 

Ixxi, The man could not rein himself in to hear with patience 
what I still had to say about the grave faults of the Cacus; first, 
because it was the- truth 1 was telling; and, secondly, because 
I was revealing clearly to the Duke and the rest who wore present, 
the kind of man he was ; and they were showing by every look 
and movement their great consternation, and their recognition 
that I was in the right. Suddenly the wretch burst out, “Ah, 
you foul-tongued rascal ! You say nothing, then, of my design? " 
I answered that he who designed well could never work badly; 
“and so I must believe that your design is on a level with your 
execution." Now when he saw from his Excellency’s face that 
he was on my side, and felt the others lacerating him with their 
eyes and gestures, he gave free rein to his insolence, and turning 
on me his most abominable face, he shot out, “ Hold your tongue, 
you beastly evil-liver!" The Duke scowled at him, and the rest 
looked towards him with clenched teeth and lowering brows; 
and I was maddened with rage at this villainous insult. Yet in 
a flash I mastered myself, and cried, “You fool! you go too 
far! But would to God I knew how to practise the noble art to 
which you make allusion; for one reads that Jove did so with 
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Ganymede in paradise; and here, on earth, the highest emperors 
and the greatest kings are adepts. As for me, I am only a poor 
imd humble man, who could not, who knows not, how to take 
in hand a thing so much beyond him.*' At this none of them 
could contain themselves, and the Duke and all the rest broke 
into a tumult of laughter, such as you never heard in your life. 
Now, though I spoke thus jestingly, you must know, kind 
reader, my heart was bursting within me at the thought that 
the vilest scoundrel who ever breathed should have dared — 
and that, too, in the presence of such a prince — ^to hurl at me 
so foul an insult. But I would have you know that it was the 
Duke he insulted, and not me. For if I had been elsewhere save 
in that noble presence, I should have killed him on the spot. 
When the foul scoundrel, who was a blockhead to boot, saw 
that the gentlemen still went on laughing, he thought to turn 
their minds from the jests that had been made at his expense 
and began on a new tack. ‘^This Benvenuto,” said he, “goes 
about bragging that I have promised him a block of marble.” 
Whereupon I broke in with, “How now! Didn’t you send 
Francesco, the s ju cf Matteo the smith, your apprentice, to 
tell me, that if I had a mind to work in marble, you would give 
me a block? And I said. Yes; and Til have it too.” “That you 
shan’t,” said he; “ make up your mind to that.” Now brimful of 
rage as I was at the slanderous insults that had been flung at 
me, my senses grew dazed and blind to the presence of the Duke. 
I broke out in a wild fury, “ I tell you plainly that if you don't 
send the marble to my house, you can seek another world ; for 
if I meet you in this one, I’ll rip open your bag of wind; and 
that’s sure I ” All at once I became aware I was in the presence 
of the great Duke; and turning humbly towards his Excellency, 
I said, “ My lord, one fool makes a hundred. The follies of this 
man blurred the glory of your Excellency, and made me forget 
myself.” Then the Duke said to Bandinello, “Is it true you 
promised him the marble?” And Bandinello owned it was. 
Whereupon the Duke said to me, “Go to the Opera, and take 
a block such as you want.” But I insisted that he had promised 
to send it to my house. The words between us were terrible to 
hear; for I did not want the stone save in the way I had said. 
Next morning a block was brought to my house; and when I 
asked who was the sender, they said it w^as Bandinello, and that 
it was the piece of marble he had promised me. 

Ixxii. I had it at once carried into my workshop, and began to 
chisel it. While I was working at this, I made the model; but so 
V 
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great was my desire to be at work on marble^ that I could not 
wait to make a model with all the care this art exacts. Now 
I heard it give out a cracked sound under my chisel^ so 
that over and over again I repented having ever begun to 
work on it. Nevertheless, I made what I could out of it — 
that is, the Apollo and Hyacinth, which can be seen un- 
finished in my shop. While I was working on this, the 
Duke came often to my house, and many a time did he say 
to me, “Leave your bronze alone for a bit, and let me see 
you working on the marble. “ So then I would take up my tools 
and chisel away briskly. The Duke made inquiries about the 
model I had made for the marble, to which I answered, “My 
lord, this block is much cracked; yet for all that I shall mal^ 
something out of it. So I have not been able to decide about the 
model; but I shall go forward with the thing as best 1 can.” 
Then with the greatest despatch he sent to Rome for a piece 
of Greek marble, that I might restore his antique Ganymede, 
which had given rise to the quarrel with Bandinello. When it 
had come, I thought it would be a pity to break off pieces of it 
for the head and arms and the other parts which were wanting 
in the Ganymede; so I procured some more, and kept this Greek 
block for a Narcissus, making a little model of it first in wax. 
Now this stone had two holes in it, more than a quarter of a 
cubit in depth, and fully two inches wide; and that accounts 
for the attitude, which I chose in order to avoid the defects. 
But for scores and scores of years the block had been rained on ; 
and the rain standing continually in these holes, h^ trickled 
through till the stone was all decayed; and how rotten it was 
round the upper ^ hole was shown afterwards during the Arno 
floods, when the water rose in my shop more than a cubit and 
a half high. At that time the Narcissus was on a wooden stand ; 
and the force of the water upset it, so that it was broken above 
the breasts. I mended it, and that the joining might not be 
noticed I made the garland of flowers which you can see on 
its bosom. I used to work at it for hours before daybreak, or 
even, indeed, on holidays, that I might not lose time I wanted 
for the Perseus. 

Now one morning 1 was sharpening some chisels before be- 
ginning my work, when the finest splinter of steel flew into 
my right eye, entering the pupil so far that it could not be taken 
out by any means. I thought for certain I should lose the sight 
of that eye. At the end of several days I called in Maestro 
Raffaello de* Pilli, the surgeon. He brought with him two live 
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pigeons. Then la3ang me down on my back on a table^ with a 
knife he cut open a great vein in the birds’ wings^ so that the 
blood spurted out into my eye. This eased me at once; by two 
days the splinter was out, and I was at rest, with my eyesight 
better than before. The feast of St. Lucy coining on in three 
days, I made a golden eye out of a French crown; and had it 
offered at the saint’s shrine by one of my six nieces, the daughters 
of my sister Liperata. She was about ten years old ; and I went 
with her to church to thank God and St. Lucy. For some time 
I gave up working on the Narcissus, but I got on with my 
Perseus, though under the difficulties I have already spoken of; 
for I had a mind to finish it, and then to be off. 

Ixxiii. I had cast the Medusa, and it had come out perfectly; 
so I had great hopes of doing as well with my Perseus. The wax 
had been worked over it ; and I assured m5rself that in bronze it 
would be just as successful as the Medusa. In wax the thing 
looked so fine that the Duke was much pleased with its beauty. 
But either some one had made him believe that it would fail in 
bronze, or he imagined this of himself; at all events one day, 
when he had coi a. to see me, wliich he did with uncommon 
frequency at that time, he said to me, “Benvenuto, this statue 
cannot be a success in bronze — ^for the rules of the art do not 
permit of it.” I felt the words of lus Excellency very keenly, and 
I replied, “My lord, I know you have little faith in me; and 
this I believe is due to your having too much faith in those who 
speak ill of me, or because you know nothing of the matter.” He 
hardly let me finish my words ere he cut in, “ I profess to know 
a great deal; and what is more, I do know what I am talking 
about.” Whereupon T replied, “Yes, like a prince; not as an 
artist. For did your Excellency understand the matter as you 
think you do, you would believe me on the strength of the great 
bronze bust I made of you, which was sent to Elba; also of my 
restoration of the beautiful marble Ganymede, a task of extreme 
difficulty, in the completion of which I had more trouble than 
if I had done it all over again; likewise the casting of the Medusa, 
which your Excellency sees now before you — and a difficult 
casting it was, such as no other man had ever done before me in 
this devilish art. Look, my lord! I made that furnace over again 
on a different system from any other; for besides the new im- 
provements and clever inventions to be seen in it, I made two 
issues for the bronze; otherwise this difficult, contorted figure 
could never have come out successfully. It is all due to my 
intelligence that it did not fail, and that I carried through what 
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none of the masters of the art believed possible. Know also^ my 
lord, that of a truth, with all the great and complicated works 
I did in France under that marvellous King Francis, I succeeded 
admirably; and this only because of the encouragement which 
the good Eng gave me by his handsome provision for my needs, 
and his grant of as many workmen as I asked for. Indeed; there 
were times when I employed more than forty, all chosen by 
myself. That was the reason I did so many fine things in so short 
a time. Now, my lord, have faith in me, and grant me the help 
I need; for I have good hopes of carrying through a work 
which will please you. On the other hand, if your Excellency 
breaks my spirit, and gives me none of the help I need, it is 
impossible for me, or any other man in the world, to do any- 
thing of worth.” 

Ixxiv. It was all he could do to stay and listen to my argu- 
ments. Now he turned this way, and now the other; and as for 
me, poor miserable wight, I was in despair, recalling the great 
state that had been mine in France, and grieving sorely after 
it. Then he said, “Now tell me, Benvenuto, how is it possible 
that that fine head of Medusa, up there in the clutch of Perseus, 
should ever come out well?” Whereupon I answered, “Now, 
see, my lord! If you had the acquaintance with the art you 
profess to have, you would have no fear for the success of that 
fine head ; but you might be anxious about this right foot, seeing 
it is down here, and somewhat far apart from the rest.” At these 
words he turned, half in anger, to some gentlemen who were 
present, and said, “I believe Benvenuto contradicts qjy every 
word out of mere conceit.” Then with a half-contemptuous smile, 
reflected on the faces of his courtiers, he addressed me, “ I am 
willing to listen with patience to any convincing arguments you 
can possibly give me in support of your statement.” To this I 
replied, “I will present so good an argument that your Ex- 
cellency shall see with the utmost clearness how the thing is.” 
And I began, “ You must know, my lord, that it is in the nature 
of Are to ascend, and, therefore, I can be sure that this Medusa’s 
head will succeed perfectly; on the other hand, as it is not in its 
nature to descend, and 1 have to force it down six cubits by an 
ingenious device, it must be evident to your Excellency that it 
is impossible for the foot to come out. But 1 can remodel it 
easily.” “And why,” returned the Duke, “did you not think 
of some contrivance by which the foot would come out as you 
say the head will ? ” “I should have had to make a much larger 
furnace,” I answered, “with a conduit-pipe as thick as my leg; 
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and all that weight of molten metal might then have run down 
far enough. My pipe, which is six cubits long to the foot, as I 
have said, is no thicker than two fingers. But it was not worth 
while making a bigger one, for I shall touch up the defective 
parts later. But when the mould is more than half full, as I hope, 
from the middle upwards, the fire will mount according to its 
nature, and this head of Perseus and that of the Medusa will 
come out to perfection; and of this you may be assured.” When 
I had stated all these sound arguments, and endless others 
besides, which it would take too long for me to write down, 
the Duke shook his head, and left me without a word. 

Ixxv. By my own efforts I regained tranquillity of mind, and 
chased away those thoughts which every now and then would 
rise up before me, bringing bitter tears of regret to my eyes 
that ever I had left France. True, I had come to Florence, my 
dear fatherland, with the sole purpose of aiding my six nieces ; 
but I saw this good deed had been the beginning of great ill for 
me. Yet all the same I looked forward to the time when, my 
Perseus finished, all my troubles should be turned to high delight 
and to gloriou** 

And so I took heart again, and with all the resources of my 
I^ody and my purse— -though I had little enough money left — 
I set about procuring several loads of pine from the pine woods 
of Serristori, near Monte Lupo. While I was waiting for these, I 
covered my Perseus with the clay I had got ready several months 
before, in order that it might be well seasoned. When I had made 
its tunic” of clay — for so is it called in our art— and had most 
carefully armed and girt it with iron, I began to draw off the wax 
by a slow fire through the various vent-holes I had made. (The 
more of these you have, the better will your moulds fill.) When 
this was done, I built up round the mould of my Perseus a funnel- 
shaped furnace of bricks, arranged one above the other, so as to 
leave numerous openings for the fire to breathe through. Then 
very gradually I laid the wood on, and kept up the fire for two 
days and two nights on end. After I had drawn off all the wax, 
and the mould had been properly baked, I set to work at once 
to dig a hole to sink the thing in, attending to all the strictest 
rules of the great art. This done, 1 raised the mould with the 
utmost care by means of windlasses and strong ropes to an 
upright position; and suspended it a cubit above the level of 
the furnace, paying attention that it hung exactly over the 
middle of the pit. Then gently, gently I let it down to the bottom 
of the furnace, sparing no pains to settle it securely there. This 
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difficult job over^ I set about propping it up with the earth I 
had dug out of the hole ; and as I built up the earth, I made vent- 
holes, that is, little pipes of terra-cotta such as are used for drains 
and things of that kind. Then I saw that it was quite firm, and 
that this way of banking it up and putting conduits in their 
proper places was likely to be successful. It was evident also 
that my workmen understood my mode of worUng, which was 
very different from that of any of the other masters in my 
profession. Sure, therefore, that I could trust them, I gave my 
attention to the furnace, which I had filled up with pigs of copper 
and pieces of bronze, laid one on top of the other, according to 
the rules of the craft — ^that is, not pressing closely one on the 
other, but arranged so that the flames could make their way 
freely about them; for in this manner the metal is more quickly 
affected by the heat and liquefied. Then in great excitement I 
ordered them to light the furnace. They piled on the pine logs; 
and between the unctuous pine resin and the well-contrived 
draught of the furnace, the fire burned so splendidly that I had 
to feed it now on one side and now on the other. The effort was 
almost intolerable, yet I forced myself to keep it up. 

On top of all this the shop took fire, and we feared lest the 
roof should fall upon us. Then, too, from the garden the rain 
and the wind blew in with such chill gusts as to cool the furnace. 
All this fighting for so many hours with adverse circumstances, 
forcing myself to a labour such as even my robust health could 
not stand, ended in a one-day fever of an indescribable severity. 
There was nothing for it but to fling myself on my bed, and I 
did so very ill-content. But first I appealed to my mctt—therc 
were about ten or more helping me — master-founders, hand- 
labourers, peasant.*?-, and the workmen of my own shop. Among 
the last was Bernardino Mannellini of Mugello, who had been 
my pupil for several years. To him T said, after begging the 
goodwill of all the rest, “My dear Bernardino, see that you 
attend to everything I have taught you; and make all the haste 
you can, for the metal will soon he ready. You cannot make a 
mistake; the good fellows here will hurry up with the channels, 
and with these two crooks you can surely draw back the plugs. 
Then I know for certain my mould will fill beautifully. I feel 
worse than I ever did since I came into the world ; and I am sure 
I shall be dead in a few hours.” So, most ill-content, I left them 
and went to bed. 

Ixxvi. As soon as I was in bed I ordered my servant girls to 
take food and drink to all the men in the shop; and then J said 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 297 

to them, “By to-morrow morning I shall be dead.” They did 
their best to put heart into me, saying that my sickness would 
pass over, and that it only arose from over-fatigue. Thus for 
two hours I fought the fever; but it went on rising all the time, 
so that I never stopped wailing that I was about to die. Now the 
woman who looked after all my household was Mona Fiore da 
Castel del Rio; and a cleverer woman was never born, nor a more 
devoted. Though now she went on scolding me for losing heart, 
yet all the same she tended me as affectionately as possible. 
Nevertheless, for all her brave heart, she could not keep her 
tears from flowing as she saw me overcome by such terrible pain 
and depression. Yet she hid her weeping from me so far as she 
could. While I lay there in this terriljle distress, I saw a man 
come into my room, whose body was twisted like a capital S; 
and he spoke in the sad and grievous tones of those who proclaim 
to doomed men that their last hour has tolled. “ 0 Benvenuto!” 
he said, “ your work is spoiled ; and no powder on earth can savt 
it now.” Hardly had I heard the miserable creature’s words, 
than I set up such a terrible cry as might have been heard in 
the heaven of fu"'* jmd rising from my l)ed, I took my clothes 
and began to dress ; and I dealt kicks and blows to the servant 
girls, the boy, and every one who came to help me, wailing the 
while, “Ah, traitors! jealous monsters! this is a malicious plot. 
But I swear by God that I shall come at the truth of it; and 
before I die T shall give such proof to the world of my strong hand 
as shall make more than one man stand in wondi-r!” When I 
had dressed, 1 hurried to the shop fuming with rage; and there 
f saw all the men I had left in the best of spirits standing dazed 
and at their wits’ end. I broke into their stupor with, “Wake 
up ! Listen to me ! Since you’ve been either too great fools or too 
great knaves to do as I told you, attend to me now. I am here 
in front of my work. And not a word from any of you; for it's 
help, not advice, that will serve me now.” On this up spoke 
Maestro Alessandro Lastricati, “Listen, Benvenuto! You are 
taking in hand a thing which defies the law^s of art, and cannot 
be done, whatever means you try.” At that I turned on him in 
such a fury, and with murder in my eye, that he and all the 
others too cried out, “Come on! Give your orders! We are ready 
for all you may command, while there is any breath left in our 
bodies.” But I believe they uttered these soothing words only 
because they thought I was on the point of falling down dead. 
Then I hurried to the furnace, and found the metal had all 
coagulated, or, as we say, “caked.” 1 ordered two labourers 
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to go to Capretta the butcher’s opposite, for a load of young 
oak logs, which had been dry for more than a year, and which 
Madonna Ginevra, Capretta’s wife, had already offered me. As 
soon as I got the first armfuls, I set about filling the ash-pot 
below the furnace. Now oak of this kind makes a fiercer fire than 
any other sort of wood, and that is why alder or pine is used in 
the founding of gun-metal, for which the fire should be slow. 
Ah, then, you should have seen how the cake of metal began to 
run, and how it glowed ! Meanwhile, too, I forced it to flow along 
the channels, while I seiit the rest of the men on the roof to look 
after the fire, which had broken out again more fiercely now the 
furnace was burning with such fury; and towards the garden 
side I made them pile up planks and rugs and old hangings to 
prevent the rain from pouring in. 

Ixxvii. When I had mastered all this confusion and trouble, 
I shouted now to this man, now to that, bidding them fetch and 
carry for me; and the solidified metal beginning to melt just 
then, the whole band were so excited to obedience, that each 
man did the work of three. Then I had them fetch half a pig of 
pewter, weighing about sixty pounds, and this I threw right in 
the middle of the solid metal in the furnace. And what with the 
wood I had put in beneath, and all the stirring with iron rods 
and bars, in a little while the mass grew liquicl. When I saw I 
had raised the dead, in despite of ^1 those ignorant sceptics, 
such vigour came back to me, that the remembrance of my 
fever and the fear of death passed away from me utterly. Then 
suddenly we heard a great noise, and saw a brilliant flash of fire, 
just as if a thunderbolt had rushed into being in our very midst. 
Every man of us was dazed by this prodigious and terrifying 
event, and I still niore than the rest. Only when the great rumble 
and the flashing flame had passed, did we dare look each other 
in the face. Then I saw that the lid of the furnace had blown 
open, so that the bronze was running over. In the same 
instant I had every mouth of the mould open and the 
plugs closed. But perceiving that the metal did not run as 
freely as it should, I came to the conclusion that the intense 
heat had consumed the alloy. So I bade them fetch every pewter 
dish and porringer and plate 1 had in the house, nearly two 
hundred in all; and part of them I threw, one after another, 
into the channels, and put the rest into the furnace. Then they 
saw my bronze was really melted and filling up my mould, and 
gav^c me the readiest and most cheerful help and obedience. 
Now I was here; now I was there, giving orders or puitbig my 
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own hand to the work, while I cried, “0 God, who in Thy 
limitless strength didst rise from the dead, and glorious didst 
ascend to Heaven ... !” In an instant my mould filled up; 
and I knelt down and thanked God with all my heart; then 
turned to a plate of salad l)nng on a bench there, and with 
splendid appetite ate and drank, and all my gang of men along 
with me. After that, as the day was but two hours off, I betook 
myself to bed, sound of body and in good heart; and, as if I had 
never known an ache in my life, sank gently to my rest. That 
good serving woman of mine, without my saying a word to her 
about it, had cooked a fine fat capon; and when I rose from my 
bed near dinner-time, she met me with a cheery face, and cried, 
Oh, so this is the man who thought he was dying? I do believe 
that the blows and the kicks you gave us last night, when you 
were so furious that one would have said you were possessed of 
the devil, so scared that terrible fever that it ran away, lest it 
should be belaboured too.’' Then all my poor family breathed 
once more after their fright and their formidable labours; and 
off they went to buy pots and pans of earthenware instead of 
the pewter vefit.cis I luid cast into the furnace. After which we sat 
down to dinner in the best of spirits; and in all my life I never 
remember eating with a gladder heart nor with a better appetite. 
After dinner all my helpers came to see me. 'bhey did nothing 
but congratulate each other, and thank God for the way things 
had turned out, and tell me they had seen things done wliich 
other masters held to be beyond any one’s power. And I was 
proud, for I thought myself a very clever fellow — nor did I hide 
my opinion of myself, and putting my hand into my pocket, I 
paid every man to his full content. 

But that scoundrel, my mortal enemy, Messer Pierfrancesco 
Ricci, the Duke’s major-domo, ferreted out the whole story of 
the affair. And the two men whom I suspected of having caused 
the caking of my bronze, told him I was no man; that of a surety 
1 was a great demon, for 1 had done wJiat by mere art could not 
be achieved. And all sorts of other prodigies they related of me, 
which would indeed have taxed a devil’s powers. As they made 
the thing out to be much more astounding than it had been in 
reality, the major-domo wrote to the Duke, who was at Pisa, 
adding to their tale still more fearful and marvellous inventions 
of his own. 

Ixxviii. For two days I let my work cool, and then uncovered 
a little bit at a time. First of all I found that, thanks to the 
vents, the head of Medusa had come out splendidly — had I not 
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told the Duke that it is in the nature of fire to ascend? Then I 
went on uncovering the rest, and found the other head, that of 
Perseus, was just as perfect; at which I wondered more; for, as 
you can see, it is much lower than that of Medusa. I had placed 
the mouths of the mould above the head and on the shoulders 
of the Perseus, and now I found that this head had taken all the 
remaining bronze in my furnace. Wonderful to relate, there was 
nothing left in the mouth of the channel, and yet there had been 
enough for my purpose. This appeared to me so marvellous — 
indeed, nothing short of a miracle — ^that the whole operation 
seemed as if it had been guided and brought to a happy end by 
Almighty God. Luck still followed me as I uncovered farther; 
everything I found had come out successfully till I came to the 
right foot on which the figure rests. There I found the heel 
perfect, and on further examination evidently the whole foot as 
well. On the one hand I rejoiced ; on the other I was half annoyed, 
but only because I had said to the Duke that it could not happen 
so. However, when all was disclosed, I found the toes and a little 
portion above them were wanting, so that about half the foot 
would have to be added. Though this would give me a little extra 
work, I was glad, nevertheless; for I could show the Duke that 
1 understood my own business. A larger part of the foot, indeed, 
had come out than I looked for; but the reason was that, from 
various causes, the metal had been subjected to a greater heat 
than is ordained by the laws of the art; and then, too, 1 had 
thrown in extra alloy in the shape of my pewter household 
vessels, as I have told you — a. thing nobody ever Jjiought of 
doing before. 

Now seeing the great success of my work, I set off at once 
for Pisa to see the Duke. He received me as kindly as possible, 
and so did the Duchess; and though their major-domo had told 
them the whole story, their Excellencies thought it still more 
prodigious and astounding when they heard it from my own 
lips. When I came to the foot of the Perseus, and related how, 
just as 1 had warned his Excellency before, it had not come out, 
I could see his wonder grow every moment, and he told the 
Duchess how, indeed, I had foretold this. ,Perceiving that my 
lord and my lady were in good humour with me, I begged the 
Duke to let me go to Rome. He consented with the greatest 
kindness, bidding me return ere long to finish his Perseus; 
and gave me letters of recommendation to his ambassador, 
Averardo Serristori. These were the first years of Pop6 Giulio 
de* Monti’s reign. 
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Ixxix. Before my departure I instucted my men to go on with 
the work in the way I had shown them. Now my reason for 
going away was this. I had made a life-size bronze bust of Bindo, 
the son of Antonio Altoviti, and had sent it to him at Rome. He 
had placed it in his study, which was very richly adorned with 
antiques and other fine things; but it was not a room suitable 
for showing sculpture or paintings, for the windows were under 
the level of these; so that the light coming from beneath did not 
show them to such advantage as if it had been better arranged. 
Now one day, as it happened, Bindo standing at his door, saw 
Michel Agnolo Buonarroti the sculptor pass by, and begged him 
to do him the honour of coming in to see his study; and he led 
the way. As soon as he was within and had looked round, Michel 
Agnolo asked, “Who is the master who has done so good a like- 
ness of you, and in so fine a style ? I assure you that head pleases 
me as much, nay, rather better than those antiques ; and yet one 
can see there are good things amongst them. But if these windows 
were above instead of underneath, your works of art would show 
far better; and your portrait, even among these other fine works, 
would hold its oW..."’ As soon as Michel Agnolo had left Bindo, 
he wrote me the kindest of letters to this effect: My Bemenuto, 
for years 1 kaive hnoivn you to be the greatest goldsmith ever heard 
of ; and from this time I shall look on you as a sculptor of like merit* 
You must know that Messer Bindo Altoviii showed me a bust of 
him in bronze , and told me it was from your hand It pleased me 
greatly ; but 1 was vexed that it had been placed in a bad light; for 
if it were properly lighted, it would prove itself to be the masterpiece 
it really is, Tlie letter, besides, was full of loving words and com- 
pliments to me. Now before T left for Rome I showed it to the 
Duke, who read it with a friendly feeling towards the writer, 
and said to me, “Benvenuto, if you will write to him, and 
persuade him to return to Florence, Til make him one of the 
Forty-eight.” So I wrote to him most affectionately, promising 
him in the Duke's name a hundred times more than I had 
authority for. But that there might be no mistake in this, I 
showed it to the Duke before T sealed it; saying to his most 
illustrious Excellency, “Perhaps, my lord, I have promised 
him too much.” But he answered, “He is worthy of more than 
you have named; and I will do more for him than that.” To this 
letter Michel Agnolo never made any answer, and it was plain 
to me that the Duke was very angry with him. 

Ixxx. When I got to Rome I went to lodge in Bindo Altoviti’s 
house. He told me at once how he had shown my bronze bust of 
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him to Michel Agnolo, who had greatly praised it, and about 
this we talked for a long time. Now Bi^o had twelve hundred 
gold crowns of mine, part of a sum of five thousand he had lent 
to the Duke, four thousand being his and the rest mine, but in 
his name. For tliis loan I received such interest as fell to my 
share. This was the beginning of my setting to work on his 
portrait. When he saw it in wax, he sent me fifty golden crowns 
by a notary of his household, &r Giuliano Pacc^li. But I did 
not wish to take this money, and sent it back by the messenger, 
afterwards saying to Bindo, “ It is enough for me if you invest 
that money of mine well for me, so that I may gain something 
on it.’’ Now I saw that he was in an ill-humour with me; for 
instead of treating me with kindness, as formerly, his manner 
was very cold to me; and though he kept me in lus house, he 
was never frank with me, but remained morose. Still, the 
business was settled in a few words. I got nothing for the 
making of the bust, nor for the bronze; and we agreed that he 
should keep my money for me at fifteen per cent, during my 
natural life. 

Ixxxi. I put off no time after my arrival in Rome in going to 
kiss the Pope’s feet. While I was speaking with him, in came 
Messer Averardo Serristori, the ambassador from our Duke. I 
had submitted some propositions to his Holiness; and I believe 
we should have easily come to an understanding, in which case 
I should have willingly returned to Rome, considering what were 
the great difficulties I encountered in Florence. But I found that 
the ambassador had put a spoke in my wffieel. ThenJ went to 
see Michel Agnolo f3uonarroti, and repeated to him the message 
from the Duke, ^ which I had already written to him from 
Florence. He answered that he was employed on the building 
of St. Peter’s, and that therefore he could not leave. But I argued 
that since he had made up Ids mind on the plan of the building, 
he could leave the work to be carried out by his pupil Urbino, 
who would obey him exactly; and 1 made him various other 
promises in the Duke’s name. Thereupon he looked me straight 
in the face, and with something of a grim smile, said, “ And how 
are you pleased wdth him yourself?” Although I protested that 
I was well content, and that I was very well treated, he let me 
see that he was aware of the greater part of my troubles; and 
he told me decisively that it would 1x3 difficult for him to leave. 
Still I persisted that the best thing he could do was to return 
to his native city, which was governed by a most just Prince, 
than whom a greater lover of art had never been bom feito the 
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world. As I have said, he had with him a lad from Urbino, who 
had been of his household for many years, more as a serving- 
man than anything else; as was plain enough, for he knew 
nothing of his master’s art. Now while I was pressing all my 
good arguments on Michel Agnolo, so that he had no answer to 
them on the spot, he turned to Urbino to ask what he thought 
about it; whereupon Urbino cried out loud, in his countrified 
way, “I’ll never part from my Messer Michel Agnolo till I’ve 
flayed him or he has flayed me.” I couldn’t help laughing at 
these silly words. Then, without a word of farewell, I went 
away crestfallen. 

Ixxxii. After making that wretched bargain with Bindo 
i\ltoviti, losing my bronze head and giving my money into 
his keeping for life, I knew what the faith of merchants was 
like; and it was in very low spirits I returned to Florence. 
Without delay I went to the Palace to sec the Duke; but he 
was at Gastello, beyond Ponte a Rifredi. I found Messer Piei- 
francesco Ricci, the major-domo, in the Palace; and when I 
went up to him to salute him, as courtesy demands, he cried 
out in the greatest astonishment, “Oh, you’re back again, are 
you? ” And he still looked as if he could not get over his surprise. 
Then he clapped his hands as he said, “ The Duke is at Gastello,” 
turned his back on me, and made off. I did not know, nor could 
I imagine, why the brute should have behaved so strangely. But 
I made my way to Gastello; and as soon as I entered the garden 
I saw the Duke in the distance. When he caught sight of me, he 
showed every sign of surprise, and gave me to understand I 
might go about my business. Now I had been relying on his 
Excellency showing me as much kindness as before I went 
away — nay, more; but when I saw' him in this strange temper, 
I returned to Florence very ill pleased. There I set to w( rk again ; 
but while I was stri\dng to complete my statue, 1 vainly tried to 
guess what the Duke’s coldness could have arisen from. And I 
could not help noticing that Messer Sforza and some other of 
his Excellency’s most intimate friends looked at me in a peculiar 
manner. So I asked Messer Sforza what it meant, and he replied, 
with a smile, “Benvenuto, you’ve only to think of being an 
honest man. That’s all that concerns you.” 

A few days after I was granted an audience of the Duke, who 
greeted me with a kind of sulky ci\ility, and asked me what I 
had been doing at Rome. As well as I could I kept up the con- 
versation, telling him about the bronze bust I had made for 
Bindo Altoviti, and all that followed. When I saw he was 
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listening to me very attentively^ I went on to teU him about 
Michel Agnolo Buonarroti. Thereupon he showed some signs 
of anger; but Urbino’s words to his master made him laugh. 
Then he said, “Well, so much the worse for him!” And then 
I went away. 

For sure ^r Pierfrancesco, the major-domo, Imd done me an 
ill turn with the Duke; but it did not succeed. For God, the 
Friend to truth, saved me, as He hath ever done to this day, 
from a host of dangers, and as I hope He ever may save me to 
the last hours of my troubled life. And so I go boldly forward, 
armed but with His strength, nor fear the storms of fortune, 
nor my perverse stars. I only entreat that He keep me in 
His grace. 

Ixxxiii. Now listen, gentle reader, to a terrible tale I have to 
tell. I made all haste possible to finish my statue; but I used to 
spend every evening in the Wardrobe of the Duke, helping the 
goldsmiths who were working there for his Excellency, mostly 
after designs which I had made. And as I saw that the Duke 
liked to watch me at work and to talk with me, I made up my 
mind to go there during the day sometimes. So on one of these 
occasions he came in as usual, and the more willingly that he 
knew I was there. He began to converse with me very pleasantly 
on a great many different subjects; and I answered vivaciously, 
and so amused him that he was in a better temper than I had 
ever seen him in before. Suddenly one of his secretaries entered 
and spoke a word in his car, as if on a matter of great importance. 
Then the Duke got up, and withdrew with the secretary to another 
room. Meanwhile the Duchess had sent to inquire what his 
Excellency was ^oing ; and her page went back to tell her, “ The 
Duke is taking and laughing wth Benvenuto, and he is in the 
best of humours.” When she heard this, she came to the Ward- 
robe; but not finding the Duke, she sat down beside us, and 
looked on for a while as we worked. Then in the pleasantest 
manner she turned to me, and showed me a necklace of large 
pearls — very rare they were, in fact — and asked me what I 
thought of them. I replied that they were very beautiful. Then 
her Excellency said, “I want the Duke to buy them for me; 
therefore, my Benvenuto, say all you possibly can to him in 
their praise.” But at these words, I spoke out my real opinion 
to the Duchess, saying with the utmost respect, “My lady, I 
thought this necklace of pearls was yours already; in which 
case I might have refrained from uttering what was in niy mind 
to say, nay, what I must say, now I know that they do nOt belong 
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to your Excellency. Therefore, I would have you know that my 
trained eye sees so many defects in these pearls, that I should 
never advise your buying them.” To this she replied, “The 
merchant will take six thousand crowns; if the necklace had 
none of these slight flaws, it would be worth more than twelve 
thousand.” But I went on to say that, were it perfect in quality 
and condition, I should never advise any one to go as Wgh as 
five thousand crowns; for pearls are not jewels, they are but 
fishes’ bones; and in time must lose their value. Whereas dia* 
monds, rubies, emeralds, and sapphires, never grow old; all 
these four are real jewels, and worth buying. At this the Duchess 
was somewhat piqued; but she persisted, “I am determined to 
have these pearls; and so I beg you to take them to the Duke, 
and say all you can think of in their praise ; and if you have to 
tell some little lies about them, do so to serve me, and you will 
ha\’e no reason to repent it.” Now I have always been the greatest 
friend of truth and the enemy of lies; but such pressure being 
put upon me, and unwilling to lose the favour of so great a 
princess, I took those accursed pearls, and in a very ill humour 
went with th^ni U the other room to which the Duke had 
retired. As soon as he saw me, he called out, “Well, Benvenuto, 
and what are you about? ” So I showed him the pearls, and said, 
“My lord, I have come to let you see an exquisite necklace of 
pearls. Most rare they are, and really worthy of your Excellency; 
and I do not believe that eighty pearls could ever be strung 
together to better advantage. So buy them, my lord, for they 
are truly marvellous.” But he answered me at once, “I will not 
buy them; for they a*‘e neither so rare nor so beautiful as you 
say. I have seen them, and I don’t like them.” Then I replied, 
“ Forgive me, my lord, these pearls far surpass any which were 
ever strung together before for a necklace.” The Duchess had 
got up in the meanwhile, and was standing behind a door listen- 
ing to every word. So when I had gone on to say a thousand 
things more in their praise than I am writing here, the Duke 
turned an indulgent face on me, and said, “O Benvenuto, my 
friend, I know that you understand all about these things; and 
if the pearls were as fine and rare as you say, I should not be 
unwilling to buy them, whether to give pleasure to the Duchess, 
or for the sake of possessing them ; for such things I am always 
in need of, not so much for her use, as for that of my sons and 
daughters.” But as I had begun to lie, I now went on lying with 
still greater audacity, though very plausibly, trusting to the 
Duchess to support me at the proper time. I was to have more 
X 
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than two hundred crowns for doing the business— so the Duchess 
had signified to me; but I was quite determined not to touch 
a penny of it^ so as to be on the safe side^ and that the Duke 
might ne\'er think I had done it from greed. Once more he spoke 
in the kindliest tones to me, and said, “ I know that you under- 
stand all about these things. So now on your faith as an honest 
man, which I have always thought you to be, tell me the truth.” 
Then I blushed hotly, and my eyes grew wet with tears, as I 
said, “My lord, if I tell your most illustrious Excellency the 
truth, the Duchess will become my deadly enemy. I shall be 
forced to depart from Florence, and my enemies will immediately 
pour scorn on my Perseus, which I have held out to the expec- 
tations of your Excellency’s most noble school. So now I 
recommend myself to your Excellency.” 

Ixxxiv. When the Duke learnt that all 1 had said I had been 
forced to say, he comforted me. “ If you trust in me, fear noth- 
ing.” But again I answered, “Alas, my lord, how can this be 
kept from the Duchess? ” Whereat the Duke swore with uplifted 
hand, “ Consider all you have said as buried in a diamond casket.” 
Since he had honoured me by such words, I told him at once 
the truth about the pearls, so far as I knew it ; that they were 
not worth much more than two thousand crowns. Now the 
Duchess thought we had made an end of talking, for we were 
speaking as softly as possible; so she came forward and said, 
“ My lord, be so good as to buy me this necklace of pearls, for 
I have the greatest craving for it: and your Benvenuto has told 
me he never saw a finer one.” Then the Duke repljgd, “ I do not 
wish to buy it.” “Why will not my lord please me by buying 
it?” “Because^ I don’t want to throw money away.” But the 
Duchess insisted, “ Oh, why should it be throwing money away, 
since your Benvenuto, in wliom you have, and rightly, so much 
confidence, told me that if you paid even more than three thou- 
sand crowns, it would be a very good bargain?” The Duke 
replied, “ My lady, my Benvenuto has told me that were I to 
buy it, I should be throwing money away; for the pearls are 
not round, neither are they all of a size, and some of them are 
old; and if you don’t believe it, look at this one, and this other; 
examine them all. No, no, they are not my affair!” At this the 
Duchess gave me tVie angriest look, and shaking her head at me 
in a threatening fashion, she left the room; and 1 was much 
inclined to be off and out of Italy without delay. But as my 
Perseus was nearly finished, I was unwilling to leave without 
exhibiting it publicly. Yet consider, every man of yqu, what a 
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cruel position I was now in! The Duke had ordered the door- 
keepers — ^for I heard him — to give me free entrance to his 
Excellency's apartments whenever I came to seek him; while 
the Duchess now gave counter-orders to them that when I 
presented myself at the palace, they were to chase me away. 
So now as soon as they saw me, they would come outside 
and hustle me off; but they took care the Duke should not 
see them; for if he caught sight of me before these rascals, 
either he called out to me, or made me a sign 1 was to come 
to him. 

Well, now the Duchess sent for Bernardone the broker, a man 
of whose meanness and worthlessness I had heard her many a 
time complain, and took counsel of him as she had done before 
of me. “My lady,” he replied, “leave the affair to me.” So 
this scoundrel presented himself to the Duke with the neck- 
lace in his hands. As soon as the Duke caught sight of him, 
he told him to be off; whereupon the rascal raised that great 
voice of his, which came through his big nose for all the world 
like the braying of an ass, and said, “I pray you, my lord, 
buy this neckiace lor the poor lady, who is dying to have it; nor 
can she live without it.” And he went on braying out liis silly 
words, till the Duke lost patience, and said, “Get out of this, 
I say; else, come here and puff your cheeks out.” Now this 
rascally buffoon knew quite w^ell what was meant; for if by 
puffing out his cheeks, or by singing La hella Fravceschina, he 
could persuade the Duke to the purc hase of the pearls, he would 
gain the good graces of the Duchess, and his commission into 
the bargain, which would come to several hundreds of crowns. 
And so he puffed out his cheeks; and the Duke gave him several 
sound smacks; and to be rid of him, did it rather harder than 
usual. Not only did his cheeks get very red with this sound 
smacking, but the tears came into liis eyes as well. Nevertheless, 
he said, “ Here, my lord, behold your faithful servant, who merely 
tries to do his duty, and is willing to suffer any disgrace, if only 
that poor lady have her will.” Then the Duke, tired of the rascal, 
either to make up for the slaps he had given liim, or for love of 
the Duchess, whom his Excellency was ever anxious to please, 
called out, “ Get out of this, and a murrain on you ! Go and make 
the bargain, for I am content to do whatever the Duchess may 
desire.” Now look you at the rage of evil fortune against a poor 
man, and how shamelessly she favours a gross rascal ! I lost all 
the good-will of the Duchess, which was well-nigh reason enough 
for my losing the Duke*s too; and he got that big commission, 
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and their favour besides. So it is not enough to be just an honest 
man of talent. 

Ixxxv. It was now the war with Siena broke out; and the 
Duke, desiring to fortify Florence, distributed the different 
gates among his sculptors and architects. To me was given the 
Prato gate, as well as the little gate of the Arno, which is on the 
road leading to the mills. The ^valiere Bandinello had the San 
Friano gate; Pasqualino d^Ancona that of San Pier Gattolini; 
Giulian di Baccio d’Agnolo, the worker in wood, that of San 
Giorgio; Particino, another carver in wood, the Santo Niccold; 
Francesco da Sangallo the sculptor, called II Margolla, the gate 
of Santa Croce; while to Giovan Battista, called II Tasso, was 
given the Pint! gate. Certain other bastions and gates were 
consigned to various engineers. I don’t remember whom, nor 
does it matter here. The Duke, who had always proved himself 
a man of keen intelligence, went all round the city himself; and 
when his Excellency had thoroughly examined everything, and 
made his plans, he called for Lattanzio Gorini, a paymaster of 
his. Now Lattanzio took a great interest in this art; and so the 
Duke ordered him to make various designs for the fortification 
of the gates, and afterwards he sent to each of us the plan for his 
particular one. Well, I looked at mine, and saw that it was not the 
thing at all ; that it was, indeed, very incorrect. I went at once 
to find the Duke with the plan in my hand, purposing to point 
out to him its defects. But no sooner had I begun to speak than 
he turned on me in a fury, saying. Benvenuto, I’ll yield to you 
in the making of statues; but in this business you lupst give in 
to me. So go and carry out the plan I have given you.” These 
overbearing words T answered as meekly as possible, saying, 
“ My lord, even in regard to the best methods of sculpture I have 
leamt something from your Excellency; for we have often had 
discussions on the subject; so in the matter of the fortification 
of the city — a far more important affair than statuary I admit— 
I entreat your Excellency to deign to listen to me. By talking 
it over with you I shall tet learn how I should serve you.” So 
by these conciliatory words I persuaded him to discuss the 
matter with me. Then I proved to him by weighty and clear 
arguments that the designs given me were faulty; and his 
Excellency said, “Well, go and make one yourself, and I’ll 
see what I think of it.” So I drew out two plans- for the 
fortification of the two gates, according to good methods, 
and took them to him. He knew the true from the false, 
and said to me amiably, “Go and do it in your own way 



THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 309 

then; I am quite pleased”; and I set to the task with- 
out delay. 

Ixxxvi. Now on guard at the Prato gate was a Lombard 
captain. A formidable man he was, of great size, brutal in his 
speech, very presumptuous, and extremely ignorant. He at once 
began to inquire what I was after; whereupon with the utmost 
courtesy I show^ed him my plans, and was at much pains to 
explain to him my method. Then the uncouth brute shook his 
head, writhed his body about, first standing on one foot and then 
on the other. Pulling his long moustaches — they were huge — 
and drawing his cap down over his eyes, he muttered, “The 
devil! I can’t make out a word of this business!” In the end the 
brute annoyed me; so I said, “ Well, leave it to me then, for I do 
understand it”; and I turned my back on him and was going 
about my business. Then he shook his head at me threateningly, 
and with his left hand on his sw^ord hilt, he raised the point 
suggestively, and said, “Hulloa, master! you want to pirl^ ^ 
quarrel, do you?” At that I turned on him fiercely, for he had 
put my blood up, and cried, “It would be a much ea«er matter 
to run you thvouj.,!! to make the bastion for th?s gate.” And 
at the word we both put our hands to our swords; but before we 
had unsheathed them, a crowd of honest men came up, some of 
them Plorentine citizens and others hnngers-on of the Court. The 
majority of them cried out un him, saying his was the fault, and 
that I was a man to make him repent of it — and woe to him if 
the Duke got wind of the m;itter! So then he vrent about his 
business, and I set to work on my bastion. 

When I had done my work there, I made my way to the other 
little Arno gate, where 1 found a captain from Cesena, the most 
courteous gentleman I have ever met with in his profession. He 
looked like a gentle-mannered damosel ; but upon occasion he 
was the bravest, even the most relentless of men. I'liis charming 
person took such an interest in what I was doing, that at times 
I was overcome with shyness. He was so eager to understand 
my methods, that I explained them to him with the utmost 
politeness. To be brief, we were rivals in courtesy; and I suc- 
ceeded far better with this bastion than with the other. 

My bastions were almost finished when an incursion of Pier 
Strozzi’s mob so terrified the Prato folk that they all cleared 
out; and with all their belongings piled up on their carts, they 
made their way into the city. They came in such numbers, their 
carts knocking up against each other on the road, that when I 
saw all the confusion, I told the warders of the gates to look out 
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that no such accident should happen as had taken place at the 
gates of Turin, when, there being occasion to lower the portcullis, 
it would not work. So ours might stick fast upon one of the carts. 
That great brute of a captain hearing my words, turned on me 
with a torrent of insolence; and I gave him back as good, so 
that we were like to come to a worse quarrel than before. How- 
ever, we were kept apart. Then having finished my bastions, I 
touched a very pretty number of crowns I had not looked for; 
and very glad I was of them, too. But it was with great pleasure 
I went Wk to my Perseus. 

Ixxxvii. About tliis time certain antiquities were found in the 
neighbourhood of Arezzo, among them the Chimera, the bronze 
lion which can be seen in the apartment adjoining the great hall 
of the Palace. Besides the Chimera, there were also found a 
number of little bronze statuettes, covered with earth and rust, 
^d each of them wanting something, head or hands or feet. The 
Du^ took great pleasure in cleaning them himself with gold- 
smiths’ chisels. Now one day I had occasion to speak to his 
Excellency; and while we were talking together he handed me 
a little hammer, with which I struck the chisel the Duke was 
holding; and it was so we cleared off the earth and rust from the 
little figures. Several evenings we spent like tliis, after which 
he ordered me to supply the missing portions of the statuettes; 
and so full was his head of these trifles that he made me work 
on them by day as well ; and if I was late in putting in an ap- 
pearance, he would send for me More than once I gave him 
to understand that if I left my Perseus during the (^^y, various 
misfortunes might happen ; and the chief of these, and the one I 
was most afraid of w^as, that his Excellency might grow impatient 
at the long time' I took over the work — a thing tjfiat did indeed 
come to pass. Then, l^esides, I had several workmen ; and when 
I was not at hand, they were apt either to ruin my work, or to 
do as little as possible. So the Duke agreed that I need only go 
to liim from twenty-four (if the clock. By this time I had made 
myself so agreeable to his Excellency, that when 1 came to liim 
in the evening he heaped more and more kindness upon me. In 
these days they were building the new rooms towards the Lions ; 
and his Excellency desiring to have a more private place of his 
own, arranged a little cabinet for himself in the newly built 
apartments, and gave me orders to come there by a private way 
through his Wardrobe, across the stage of the great Hall, and 
then by various little dark holes and corners. But in a lew days 
the Duchess stopped my passage this way, locking all the doors 
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of access. So every evening I came to the Palace, I had to wait 
a great while because the Duchess was privately occupied in 
these ante-chambers through wliich I had to pass; and as she 
was of weak health, I never once came without inconveniencing 
her. On this account, as well as for other reasoas, she took such 
an ill will to me that she could not bear the sight of me. Still in 
spite of being greatly hindered and subjected to annoyance, I 
persisted in going. The Duke had given the most precise orders 
that the very instant I knocked at the doors, they were to open 
to me, and to let me go wherever I liked without a word. Thus 
it came about that sometimes, when I came in softly and un- 
expectedly to these private rooms, I greatly inconvenienced 
the Duchess. Then she would burst out into a fury of rage, so 
that I shook in my shoes, and she would cry, “Will you ever 
have done cobbling these little figures? I declare your constant 
passing to and fro is Incoming intolerable!^’ I answered in all 
meekness, “Lady, my only patron, my sole desire is to serve 
you faithfully and with the utmost obedience. But this work 
which the Duke has ordered me to do, will go on for some months 
still. Thercfoi i, ui Fxrellency, tell me if you wisli me to come 
here no more. If so, I shall certainly not come, w'hoever calls 
me. Even were the Duke to summon me, T should say I was not 
well, and should never appear again.” To this she replied, “I 
do not say you are not to come, and I am not bidding you disobey 
the Duke. But it seems to me as if this work of yours were never 
coming to an end.” Now whether the Duke heard something of 
this, or whatever was the reason, he did just as before; that is, 
he sent for me as soon as it was nearing twenty-four o’clock; 
and the message I received was always, “ Be sure not to fail, for 
the Duke expects you.” And so for several evenings I went on 
coming, always meeting the same difficulty. But once, when I 
entered as usual, the Duke, who had perhaps been discussing 
private matters with the Duchess, turned on me in the greatest 
fury imaginable; whereupon I was all of a tremble and was for 
withdrawing at once. But next moment he said, “Enter, Ben- 
venuto, my friend, and set about your work, and I shall be with 
you ere long,” While I was going on my way, Don Garzia, a 
little child at the time, took me by the cloak and played me the 
prettiest baby tricks imaginable. 'Fhe Duke looked on the while 
with delight, sa>ing, “ One can see that my boys and you are 
excellent friends.” 

Ixxxviii. While I was engaged on these trifles, the Prince and 
Don Giovanni and Don .Arnando and Don Garzia were al^'ays 
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at my elbows; and they would give me a nudge every now and 
then, when their father was not looking. I begged them for 
pity’s sake to behave themselves. “We cfinnot,” they replied. 
So I said, “Very well, what can’t be done, won’t be done. So 
come on” ; whereupon the Duke and Duchess burst out laughing. 

Another evening, when I had finished the four little bronze 
figures which are attached to the base of my statue — I mean 
the Jupiter, Mercury, Minerva, and Danae with her little son 
Perseus at her feet — had them brought into the room where 
I used to work, and set them up in a row, rather above the level 
of the eyes, so that they made a splendid effect. The Duke heard 
what I had done, and came in earlier than his wont. Now the 
person who told his Excellency had spoken of them in extrava- 
gant terms — calling them “finer than antiques,” and so on. So 
the Duke came in with the Duchess, talking about my work in 
great good spirits. I rose on the instant, and went forward to 
meet them. He greeted me with his noble courtesy, and raising 
his right hand, in which he held a magnificent slip of a pear tree, 
he said, “Take this, my Benvenuto, and plant this pear tree in 
the garden of your house.” Much pleased, I answered, “Oh, my 
lord, does your Excellency really mean me to plant it in the 
garden of my house?” So he repeated, “In the garden of your 
house — ^your very own house. Do you understand?” Then I 
thanked his Excellency and the Duchess, too, in my best manner. 
Afterwards they both sat down opposite the little figures; and 
they stayed there talking of nothing else for more than two 
hours. Indeed, the Duchess was so delighted that j^he said to 
me, “I am very unwilling for these charming little statues to 
be lost in the pedestal down in the Piazza there, where they 
might only too easily be injured. I would fain have you set them 
up in one of my rooms, where they would be housed with all 
the respect their peculiar merits call for.” I gave many excellent 
reasons for objecting to this plan; but as 1 saw she had made up 
her mind I should not fix them to the pedestal — where now they 
arc — I waited till next day ; and then about twenty-two of the 
clock I made my way to the Palace. I found that both the Duke 
and the Duchess had gone riding; so 1 had the little statues 
brought down, and I soldered them to their appointed places 
on the pedestal, w'hich was quite ready. Oh, what a rage the 
Duchess was in when she heard it! Indeed, if it had not been 
for the Duke, who vigorously took my part, I should have come 
badly out of the affair; and what with her vexation about the 
pearj necklace, and now this business, she determined to deprive 
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the Duke of his little pleasure; and so I went no more to work 
in his apartments. 1 soon found the same hindrances as before 
put in the way of my entering the palace. 

Ixxxix. I returned to the Loggia^ where my Perseus had 
already been set up, and went on completing it, but meeting 
always the same old difficulties — ^no money, and every kind of 
hindrance thrown in my way. Half of them might have over- 
whelmed a man of adamant. But I toiled on with my usual 
obstinacy; and one morning when I had heard mass in San 
Piero Scheraggio, Bernardone, the broker, that incapable gold- 
smith, and, by the Duke's favour, purveyor to the Mint, passed 
me by. Hardly was he outside the door of the church, when 
the foul hog let out such a sound you might have heard it 
at San Miniato. “Pig!” I cried, “coward, ass! Is that the 
language of your filthy wits? ” And I ran for a stick. He withdrew 
into the Mint; and I stayed just inside my own door, stationing 
a little lad outside to sign to me when the pig should come out 
of hiding. But when I had waited a good while, I got weary; 
and as my anger cooled off, I began to reflect tW there is no 
bargaining about blows, and 1 might get into trouble if I thrashed 
him. So I made up my mind to have my revenge in another way. 
Now this happened nigh upon the feast of our Saint John, a day 
or two before it. So I made these four verses, and stuck them 
up in a place of retirement outside the church. They were to 
this effect — 

Big Bernard, ass and hog, here lieth low, 

Broker, spy, thief. To Pandora sole heir 

For all her blackest ills. Yet doth he share 

These with the blockhead Buaccio whom we kn^'w. 

The story of the incident and the verses went the round of 
the palace; and the Duke and Duchess laughed heartily. Before 
Bernardone heard of it, a great number of people had stopped 
to read the lines, and roared with laughter. All the time they 
looked towards the Mint, and fixed their eyes on Bernardone; 
and his son Maestro Baccio noticing this, came in a fury and to/e 
them down from the wall, while his father gnawed at his finger, 
and bellowed threats through his nose. He made a great fuss 
about the affair. 

xc. When the Duke heard that the whole of my Perseus was 
ready for exhibition, he came to see it one day; and was very 
evident that he was much pleased. But turning to some gentle- 
men who were with him, he said, “Though this seems a very 
fine thing to us, it has still to please the people. And so, Ben- 
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venuto, my friend, before you give it the last touches, I should 
like you, just to please me, to uncover it towards the Kazza one 
mid-day, to see what they will say about it. For there is no doubt 
that when it is seen in the open, it will appear quite different 
from what it does now in this narrow space.** I answered meekly, 
“ My lord, I assure you it will look twice as well. Oh, does not 
your Excellency remember having seen it in the garden of my 
house? There, with abundant space about it, it made so fine an 
effect, that Bandinello came through the garden of the Innocents 
to see it; and for all his sour and evil nature, ho could not but 
speak well of it, though he had never spoken well of any man’s 
work before in liis life. I see your Excellency is too willing to 
be influenced by him.*’ The Duke smiled not too agreeably at 
my words ; yet he said quite good-naturedly, “ Do what I wish, 
my Benvenuto, just to give me some satisfaction.” 

Then he went off, and I gave orders to have the statue un- 
covered. But some gold was still wanting, likewise varnish here 
and there, and various other little things, before the whole 
could be called complete; and I began to murmur wrathfully, 
and lament and curse the evil day that led me back to IHorence. 
For by this time I saw clearly the tremendous loss I had sustained 
by quitting France; nor did I see any prospect of benefit which 
would accrue to me from my lord in Florence; for from the 
beginning all along till now, whatever I had done for him had 
profited me less than nothing. So it was with a mind full of 
discontent that next day I uncovered my statue. 

Now, as it pleased God, so soon as the people caught sight 
of it, there rose a great shout of applau.se, and thi.s gave my 
heart some cornfort. While I had been putting the finishing 
touches to the thing, people never stopped pinning up sonnets 
to the posts of the door, over which hung a curtain. I declare 
to you that one day, when it was open for several hours, more 
than twenty sonnets were stuck up, all of their couched in 
terms of the very highest praise. After I had covered it again, 
every day a great number of sonnets were pinned up, and Latin 
and Greek verses, too; for it was vacation time at the University 
of Pisa, and all the great distinguished doctors and scholars 
were each other’s rivals in the matter. But what pleased me 
most, and gave me hope, too, of favour from the Duke, was 
that the artists, sculptors, and painters vied with each other 
as to who sliould .say the finest thing about it. One of those 
whose praise I valued most was the able painter Jacopo da 
Pontormo. Still more did I set store on that of his pupil, the 
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excellent painter Bronzino^ who was not satisfied with sticking 
up several sonnets he had made^ but sent them by his Sandrino 
to my house. So eloquently did they speak my praise, in that 
fine style which is a rare gift of his, that I did, inde^, draw 
some real consolation from them. Then I covered up the statue 
again, and set about completing it. 

xci. My Duke was well aware of the compliments which had 
been heaped on me by the distinguished artists of the Florentine 
school during the brief exhibition of my work. Nevertheless he 
said, ** I am much pleased that Benvenuto should have had this 
little satisfaction. It will urge him to the desired end with more 
speed and diligence. But he need not think that when the whole 
of the statue is uncovered, and they can see all round it, that 
the people will speak in this tone. For all its defects will then 
be pointed out to him — nay, more than there really are. So let 
him arm himself with patience.” Now these words were but a 
repetition of what Bandincllo had said to the Duke; and he had 
adduced the example of certain works by Andrea del Verrocchio, 
who made those fine bronzes, the Christ and the Saint Thomas, 
which can be seen 011 the facade of Orsammichele; and other 
statues besides, even the admirable Da\id of the divine Michel 
Agnolo Buonarroti, which, he said, only looked well if seen from 
the front. Then he spoke of his own Hercules and Cacus, and 
the abusive sonnets which had been written on it; and went on 
to hurl insults at the people of Florence. The Duke, who was far 
too much influenced by liim, had egged him on to say this, and 
felt confident that the thing would turn out as he said; for 
Bandinello’s heart was so full of envy that he never stopped 
from evil-speaking. And once when that hangman Bernardone, 
the broker, was present, he said to the Duke, by way of giving 
weight to Bandinello’s words, “My lord, you must know that 
to make great statues is a very different matter from making 
little figures. I don’t mean to say he has not done these little 
trifles very cleverly; but you will see that in this larger work 
he will have no success.” And so he went on concocting his 
calumnies, like the treacherous spy that he was, piling up a 
whole mountain of falsehood. 

xcii. Now, as it pleased my glorious Lord, the immortal God, 
I brought the thing at last to its end ; and one Thursday morning 
I showed it openly to the whole city. No sooner had I removed 
the screen, though the sun was barely risen, than a great multi- 
tude of people gathered round — it would be impossible to say 
how many — and all with one voice strove who should laud it 
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highest. The Duke stood at one of the lower windows of the 
P^ace, just above the door; and there, half hidden in the 
embrasure, he heard every word that was said about the statue. 
When he had stayed listening for several hours, he got up in 
the best of spirits, and turning to Messer Sforza, one of his 
gentlemen, he said, “Sforza, go and find Benvenuto, and tell 
him from me that he has satished me far more than 1 expected. 
Tell him also that I shall satisfy him in a way that will surprise 
him. And so let him be of good heart.^' And Messer Sforza came 
to me on his splendid errand, which gave me great comfort. 
That day was a very happy one for me, what with this good 
news from the Duke, and with the people pointing me out to 
this stranger and that, as some really marvellous and unheard- 
of wonder. Amongst those who were most complimentary to 
me were two gentlemen, ambassadors from the Viceroy of Sicily 
to our Duke on some affairs of state. These two most courteous 
men met me in the Piazza. I had been pointed out to them as I 
passed, and they were all eagerness to come at me. So now, cap in 
hand, they made me such a speech of ceremony that it would 
have more than satisfied a pope. I bowed as low as I could ; but 
they so overwhelmed me with their politeness that I entreated 
them to be good enough to come out of the Piazza with me; for 
the people were stopping to look at me more than they did at 
my Perseus. In the midst of all their ceremonious speeches they 
h«id the face to propose I should go to Sicily, promising to make 
a most satisfactory bargain with me. They went on to tell me 
how Fra Giovan Agnolo de’ Servi had made them complete 
fountain, adorned with many figures; but that it had none of 
that excellence displayed in my Perseus, though, they added, 
they had made a rich man of him. They would have gone on at 
greater length; but I broke in, “I am very much astonished at 
your seeking to persuade me to leave the service of so great a 
lord. No prince was ever so great a lover of the arts as he. Besides, 
I am here in my native city, the school of all the higher arts. 
Oh, if I had craved for riches, I might have remained in France 
in the service of the great King Francis, who gave me a thousand 
gold crowns for my maintenance, in addition to paying for all 
the works I did for him, so that I made more than four thousand 
gold crowns a year. And I left in Paris the labours of four years.'’ 
With these and other words of the kind, I made short work of 
their courtesies. Yet I thanked them for the great praise they 
had bestowed on me, than which no better reward can be given 
to the labours of an artist. They had, I said, so increased my 
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desire to do well, that I hoped in a few years’ time to be able 
to show another work, which I believed would give much more 
satisfaction to the noble Florentine school than the one they 
had seen. The two gentlemen would fain have picked up the 
thread of their ceremonious eloquence; but with a sweep of my 
cap and a low bow, I bade them adieu. 

xciii. When two days had come and gone, and the praises of 
my work swelled louder and louder, I determined to go and pay 
my respects to my lord Duke. He received me very amiably, 
saying, “ Benvenuto, my friend, you have pleased and satisfied 
me ; but I promise to satisfy you also in a way that will astonish 
you, and this not later than to-morrow, I tell you.” Hear- 
ing these great words of hope, J turned the full strength 
of my soul and body to God, giving thanks to Him in all 
sincerity. Then on the instant I drew near to my lord Duke, 
and, well-nigh weeping in my joy, I kissed the hem of his gar- 
ment, and said, “ 0 my glorious master, true and most lil>eral 
patron of the arts, and of such as labour in their pursuit, I pray 
your most illustrious Excellency to give me eight days’ leave to 
go and return in> i hanks to God; for my efforts have indeed 
been tremendous; and I know that my strong faith has moved 
Him to be my Helper. For His wonderful aid to me, now and 
at other times, I would fain go on an eight days’ pilgrimage, 
only to give thanks to the immortal God, who ever aids such as 
sincerely call upon Him.” Then the Duke inquired where I 
meant to go; and I replied, "To-morrow I shall take the road 
for Vallambrosa; thence I shall go on to Camaldoli and the 
Eremo, and from there to the Bagni di Santa Maria, and perhaps 
even to Sestile, where I hear there are fine antiquities. Afterwards 
I shall return by way of San Francesco dell’ Alverna; and then, 
my heart still full of gratitude to God, come back with a right 
good will to serve you.” The Duke gave cheerful answer, "Go 
then, and come back again; for verily I am much pleased with 
you; but let me have a line or two to remind me of your business, 
and leave the rest to me.” Therefore, I wrote two or three lines, 
in which I set down my gratitude to his Excellency, and gave 
them to Messer Sforza, who handed them to the Duke. He took 
them, and then, returning them to Messer Sforza, said, "Put 
this every day where I shall see it; for if Benvenuto were to 
come back and find I have not kept my promise, I verily believe 
he would murder me.” So, laughing, his Excellency said he was 
to be reminded of the business. That evening Messer Sforza 
repeated to me these deliberate words, laughing also, and 
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wondering at the marked favour shown me by the Duke. Then 
he said good-naturedly, “Be off then, Benvenuto, and make 
haste back. Of a truth I envy you.*' 
xciv. I left Florence in God*s name; and I never ceased 
singing psalms and saying prayers to the honour and glory 
of God all that journey, which I much enjoyed, for the weather 
was lovely. It was summer-time; and my road lay through 
country which was new to me and very beautiful, so that I 
went my way full of wonder and content. One of my young 
workmen had come with me as guide. He was a native of Bagno, 
and his name was Cesare. I had the kindest reception from his 
father and all his household, among whom was a very charming 
old man more than seventy years old. He was Cesare’s uncle, 
a surgeon by profession; and he had some trifling knowledge of 
alchemy. TWs worthy man pointed out to me that the Bagni 
contained gold and silver mines, and showed me many beauties 
of the country-side; so that I never had a better time in my life. 
One day, after we had grown very intimate, he said to me, “ I 
must not fail to tell you something winch is on my mind; and if 
his Excellency would give ear, I believe it would be much to 
his profit. It is this: near Camaldoli there is a pass so unde- 
fended that Pier Strozzi could not only cross it with ease, but 
could take Poppi without the slightest risk.’^ And it was not 
enough for him to show me this in words; the good old fellow 
took a piece of paper from his pocket, on which he had drawn 
a plan of the whole neighbourhood, so as to make the real danger 
perfectly plain. I took the chart and left Bagno. Theii.as speedily 
as I could, I went on my way back to Horence by Prato Magno 
and San Francesco delB Alverna. 

Without stopping to do more than take off my riding-boots, 
r betook myself to the palace. Just by the Badia 1 met the Duke, 
who was walking along by the palace of the Podesti. As soon as 
he caught sight of me, he greeted me very amiably, yet with 
some astonishment, and said, “Oh, why have you come back 
so soon? I wasn't expecting you for a week." I answered, “I 
have come back for the ser\ice of your Excellency. Otherwise 
I'd have gladly stopped a few days longer on my wanderings 
through that lovely country," “Well, what's the news?" said 
he. And I answered, “My lord, there is something of the highest 
importance which I must show you." Then I went off with him 
to the palace, and there he took me in all secrecy into a room 
where we were quite alone. I told him all, and showed him the 
little plan, and he seemed to be much pleased to have it. I said 
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to his Excellency that precautions were very urgent; whereupon 
he stood thinking for a while, and then said, “ I may tell you that 
we have come to an understanding with the Duke of Urbino 
that he is to look after the business. But keep our counsel.’* 
Then having received marks of special favour from him, I 
returned home. 

xcv. Next day I presented myself at the palace; and after 
we had talked together for a little wliile, the Duke said to 
me graciously, “To-morrow without fail I will dispatch your 
business. So be easy in your mind.” And I, who had the utmost 
faith in his word, waited the morrow with eagerness. When 
that much-longed-for day arrived, I set out for the palace, and 
as bad news has ever a way of travelling faster than good, Messer 
Jacopo Guidi, his Excellency’s secretary, called to me out of his 
crooked mouth and in his haughty voice, drawing himself up 
the while as stiff as a stick, or as if he were a frozen icicle: “The 
Duke says he would like to know what you ask for your Perseus.” 
I was struck all of a heap with astonishment; nevertheless I 
made haste to say I was not in the habit of putting prices on 
my work; and tbxi this was not what his Excellency had led 
me to expect two days ago. Then the fellow in a louder tone 
commanded me, in the name of the Duke, to tell him what I 
wanted for it under pain of the grave displeasure of his most 
illustrious Excellency. Now, not ody had I been looking forward 
to getting a reward from liis lordsliip, considering all the com- 
pliments he had showered on me, but still more was I confident 
of having secured his entire good-w'ill, for that was all I had ever 
asked from him. So now this unexpected treatment of me — but 
especially the way in which that venomous toad did his errand — 
roused me to a pitch of fury. I said that were the Duke to give 
ten thousand crowns, I should l:)e ill paid ; and that if 1 had ex'er 
dreamed there would be chaffering of this sort over my work, I 
should never have consented to stop with him. Then the mali- 
cious creature hurled insults at me; but 1 gave him as good. 

Next day I went to pay my respects to his Excellency, who 
signed to me to come near. When I did so, he called out angrily, 
“I could have cities and palaces built with ten thousands of 
ducats”; upon which I retorted that he would find any number 
of men capable of building cities and palaces, but maybe not one 
man in jill the world who could make another Perseus. And I 
took myself off without further parleying. After a few days the 
Duchess sent for me, and begged me to leave her to settle my 
dispute with the Duke ; for she felt confident she could manage 
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the affair satisfactorily. To her kind words I made answer that 
the only reward I had ever asked for my labours was the good- 
will of the Duke^ and that his Excellency had promised should 
be mine. What need, I asked, to place once again in their Ex- 
cellencies’ hands what I had freely left there from the very 
beginning of my service? And I added thal if the Duke were to 
give but a crazta — and that’s- five farthings — ^for my trouble, 
I should be pleased and satisfied, if only his Excellency did not 
withdraw his good-wili from me. The Duchess smiled somewhat 
and said, Benvenuto, you would do best to follow my advice.” 
Then she turned and left me. I had thought it prudent to speak 
in this humble fashion, but I could not have done worse for 
myself; for although she had been a good deal vexed with me, 
her treatment of people was not without a certain kindliness. 

xevi. In those days I was very intimate with Girolamo degli 
Albizri, commissary of his Excellency’s militia. So one day he 
said to me, “Benvenuto, you had much better arrange that 
little difference of yours with the Duke; and I assure you that, 
if you trust the affair to me, I can settle it. I know what I am 
saying. He is really growing angry, and it will be a bad thing 
for you. Enough for the present. I can’t tell you everything ” 
Now after the Duchess had spoken to me, 1 had been told by 
some one — but perhaps he was a rascal— that he hod heard the 
Duke say — ^I don’t know on what occasion — “For less than two 
farthings I’d throw the Perbcus into the gutter, and that would 
end the disputes ! ” So I was anxious enough ; and I told Girolamo 
d^li Albizzi that I would leave the matter to him,^nd should 
be content with whatever he did, if only I regained the Duke’s 
good-will. Now jthe excellent fellow knew all about soldiering, 
especially matters concerning the militia, who are all country- 
men; but he cared nothing for sculpture, and therefore had not 
the least understanding of it So when he went to speak to the 
Duke, he said, “My lord, Benvenuto has put himself into my 
hands, and h^ begged me to recommend him to your Ex- 
cellency’s favour.” To this the Duke answered, “And I, too, 
put myself into your hands, and shall be satisfied with whatever 
you decide.” So Girolamo wrote a very ingenious letter in my 
behalf, in which he gave it as his opinion that the Duke owed 
me three thousand five hundred gold crowns, to be paid in gold ; 
that this did not suffice as payment for such a masterpiece, but 
was to be regarded as an instalment for maintenance; yet I 
should be satisfied with it. And he added a great deal else, but 
all to the effect that this was the pnee we had decided on. The 
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Duke agreed tp this^ ju3t as pleased as I was ill content. When 
the Duress heard of it, she sald^ ‘‘The poor man would have 
done better to have depended on me^ for 1 should have secured 
him five thousand gold crowns”; and one day when I had gone 
to the palace^ she said the like to me in the presence of Messer 
Alamanno Salviati; and she laughed at me^ saying my ill luck 
served me right. 

The Duke arranged for me to have a hundred gold crowns in 
gold a month, till the whole sum should be paid up; and so the 
thing dragged on for several months. Afterwards Messer Antonio 
de* Nobili, who had the affair in hand, began to give me only 
fifty; then sometimes it would be twenty-five ; and again nothing 
at dl. So when I saw all this delay I asked Messer Antonio very 
courteously why he did not pay up the sum; and just as politely 
did he reply. However, in this reply he seemed to me to gi\'e 
himself away somewhat. But judge for yourselves. For first lie 
said that the reason why he did not go on paying me, was that 
the palace was in sore want of money ; but when money came in 
he would discharge the debt to me. Then he added, “On my 
soul, if I wtic n'ji to pay you, I should indeed be a rascal!” I 
wondered to hear him say such a thing; yet 1 hoped still that 
when he could he would pay up. But when! saw that quite the 
contrary happened, and that 1 was being outraged, I got angry, 
and with bold and fiery words 1 reminded him of the name he 
said he should deserve were he not to deal honestly vdih me. 
But the man died; and five hundred gold crowns are owing to 
me still to-day, and. we are near the end of 1566. Besides, there 
was a balance due to me for salary, which I thought would never 
be paid up now; for nearly three years had passed. But the Duke 
fell ill of a serious malady, the natural functions of his body 
being suspended for forty-eight hours. Seeing that the doctors’ 
remedies were of no avail, perhaps he turned to God, and for 
that reason ordered that all those in his employment should 
be paid what was due to them. And I, too, was paid; but not 
the balance of the money for the Perseus. 

xcvii. I had all but made up my mind not to write another 
word about my unfortunate Perseus. But something happened 
so important that I am forced to tell it. So Pll turn back a little 
and pick up the thread I had dropped. I thought I was doing 
very wisely when I told the Duchess that I could not make a 
compromise about what had passed out of my hands; for I had 
told the Duke that 1 should be .satisfied with whatever he should 
give me. I had said this, tliinking to ingratiate myself a little 
Y 
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with them; and not only did I take this humble tone, but I 
sought out every possible means of pleasing the Duke. And need 
was there I should do so ; for some days before he came to the 
understanding with Albizzi, he had proved he was extremely 
wroth with me. And this was how it came about. I went to 
complain to his Excellency of certain disgraceful injuries which 
I had suffered at the hands of Messer Alfonso Quistello, Messer 
Jacopo Polverino, the procurator-fiscal, and, worst of all, Ser 
Giovanbattista Brandini of Volterra. Well, when I was setting 
my case before him with some show of heat, the Duke flew into 
the most furious rage you can imagine. And in his fury he cried 
out, “ It is just as it was with your Perseus, for which you asked 
ten thousand crowns. You let your greed get the better of you. 
So I shall have the thing valued, and shall give you just what it 
is judged to be worth.” I answered rather over-boldly and with 
some anger — which it ill becomes one to show to the great — 
“ How could my work possibly be valued at its true worth, since 
there is not a single man in Ilorence to-day fit to do it? ” Thereat 
he grew more furious than ever, and he poured out his wrath on 
me, saying, “There is in Florence to-day a man who is quite 
capable of making such another statue, and, therefore, quite 
fit to judge it.” He meant Bandinello, Knight of Saint James. 
Thereupon I answered, “ My lord, your most illustrious Ex- 
cellency has enabled me, here in the greatest school of all the 
world, to produce a great masterpiece, in whose execution 
every difficulty h^ to be met; and the work has received more 
praise than any other ever exhibited in tliis divinest school. My 
chief boast is in the praises of those who understand and are 
themselves masters of the art — Bronzino the painter, to name 
one, who was at the pains to write four sonnets, in which he 
spoke of me in the choicest and most glorious terms possible. 
Probably it was he, indeed, who woke the city to such a pitch 
of fervour. And I declare that had he given himself to sculpture 
as he has done to painting, perhaps he might have done the 
thing himself. Moreo\’er, your Excellency, my master, Michel 
Agnolo Buonarroti, could have done it when he was younger, 
though it would have l)een no easier task to him than it was to 
me. But now that he is a very old man, assuredly the task would 
be beyond him. And I don’t believe there is any other man alive 
who could have carried the thing through. Now my work has 
received the greatest reward I could desire in this world — 
especially as your Excellency has not only declared yourself 
satisfied with it, but has praised it more highly than any one 
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else. What greater or more splendid reward could I long for.? 
I assure your Excellency that you could pay me in no more 
glorious money, nor could you add an)rtliing to it, no matter 
what treasure you showered upon me. I am thus overpaid; and 
with all my heart I thank your most illustrious Excellency.” 
To these words of mine the Duke gave answer, “I suppose you 
think that I have not money enough to pay you; but I tell you 
that I shall give you more for the thing than it is worth.” To 
this I replied, “I never thought of any other reward from your 
Excellency; but I hold myself nobly paid by the approval of 
our Florentine school; and having this, I desire to take my leave 
in all haste; nor do I even wish to enter again that house which 
you gave to me; for I would turn my back on Florence for ever- 
more.” We had just reached Santa Feliciti, and the Duke was 
returning to the palace. At these hot words of mine he turned 
on me in a great rage and said, ** You shall not go! Take good 
heed not to go!” And I, almost terror-stricken, went along with 
him to the palace. 

There he called for Bartolini, the Archbishop of Hsa, and 
also Messer Fanaoifo della Stufa, and gave them orders to tell 
Bacdo Bandinello from him that he was to make an examination 
of my Perseus, and to value it; for he wished me to be paid with 
strict justice. So these two worthies went off to find Bandinello. 
When they had delivered their message, he said that he had 
examined the work thoroughly, and knew perfectly what it 
was worth; but as he had had many differences with me in the 
past, he did not wish to be mixed up with any affairs of mine. 
Then the two gentlemen went on to say, “ The Duke commands 
you, under pain of his displeasure, to value it; and says if two 
days or three be necessary for the business, you are to take that 
time. Then you will tell us wliat seems to you a fair price for the 
labour.” So Bandinello replied again that he had examined the 
thing well ; and since he might not disobey the Duke, he would 
say that the work was rich and beautiful, and, in his opinion, 
was worth sixteen thousand gold crowns at the least. The 
gentlemen brought back this message to the Duke — who was 
extremely irritated — and to me as well. But I replied that I 
had no desire for the eulogies of Bandinello, who spoke ill of 
everybody. My words were reported to the Duke, and then it 
was the Duchess entreated me to leave the matter to her. All 
this is the pure truth. But I should have done best to let the 
Duchess decide the question; for I should have been promptly 
paid, and more handsomely too. 
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xiviii. The Duke sent a message to me by Messer Lelio Torello, 
his Hi^h Chancellor, that he wished me to make some bronze 
bas-reliefs for the choir of S. Maria del Rore. But the choir was 
by Bandinello; and I did not want to enrich his wretched work 
by my labours— though he had not designed it, knowing nothing 
at all about architecture. The design was from the hands of 
Giuliano, son of Baccio d ^Agnolo, the carver, the man who 
spoiled the cupola. In any case, there is no merit about it what- 
soever. So for good reasons I was unwilling to undertake the 
work; still, all the same, I courteously assured the Duke that I 
should do what he commanded me. Then his Excellency ordered 
the building committee of S. Maria del Fiore to co-operate with 
me. He would himself give me my two hundred crowns a year 
as before; but the rest of my provision they were to pay out of 
their own treasury. Well, I appeared before these officials, who 
told me all the Duke had ordered. Now it seemed a much easier 
thing to put my arguments before them than before his Ex- 
cellency; and so I began to show them that the expense of all 
these bronze bas-reliefs would be tremendous, and the money 
would all be thrown away. And I gave my reasons for saying so, 
which they perfectly understood. The first was, that the style 
of the choir was quite incorrect. There was neither harmony, 
nor art, nor convenience, nor grace, nor good design about it. 
Besides, the proposed bas-reliefs would be placed below the 
level of vision, where the dogs would foul them. Tlierefore I 
must refuse to carry out the work. Yet I did not wish to waste 
my best years by falling out of the employment of his.£xcellency, 
whom I would still fain please and serve; and so if he would make 
use of my talents, I would have him give me the execution of the 
middle door of S. Maria del Fiore. Such a work, now, would be 
sfeen, and so would bring more glory to his lordship. I should 
strike a bargain that, unless mine was better than the finest of 
the Baptistery doors, T should have nothing for my pains. On 
the other hand, if I executed it according to my promise, I 
should be content to have it estimated, and to receive a thou- 
sand crowns less than its worth as stated by the valuers. The 
committee were much pleased with my proposal, and went to 
lay it before the Duke, Piero Salviati being one of them. They 
felt sure he would be greatly satisfied too. But not at all. He 
said I was always wanting to do exactly the opposite of what 
he suggested. And so Piero left him, with the business still 
undecided. When I hijard this, I went at once to the Duke 
myself. He appeared to be in an ill humour with rtie; but I 
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begged him to have the goodness to listen to me; and thus far 
he agreed. So I began from the beginnings and placed such 
excellent reasons before him that he understood at last the real 
state of the case, and that his own proposal meant throwing 
good money away. Then I soothed him by saying that, if he was 
not willing to give the order for the door, at least two pulpits 
were wanted for the choir; that these would be important works 
redounding to the glory of his Excellency; I would make a large 
number of bronze bas-reliefs for them, narrative subjects, with 
rich decorations. So I coaxed him to agree; and he ordered me 
to make the models. 

1 made several of these, taking the utmost pains with them. 
With one of them, which eight sides, I took especial trouble, 
and to my tliinking it was the most convenient and suitable 
for its purpose. After I had taken them several times to the 
palace, his Excellency sent me word by Messer Cesare, his Master 
of the Wardrobe, to leave them for his inspection. Then, when he 
had examined them, I saw that he had chosen the least beautiful. 
One day he for me; and while we were talking over the 
models, I told nim — ^and I proved my point with many argu- 
ments — ^that the octagonal would be the best for the purpose, 
as well as the most beautiful. But he said he wished it square; 
he liked it better so; and we conversed together pleasantly for 
a long time. I did not fail to say all I could think of in the interests 
of art; but whether he knew I spoke the truth, aiid still wished 
to have his own way, or whatever was the reason, I heard nothing 
more of the business for a long time. 

xeix. It was about this time that the huge block of marble for 
the Neptune was brought up the Arno, and then by the Grieve 
to the Poggio a Caiano road, that it might be brought to Florence 
by that level way. I went out there to see it. Thc'ugh I was wdl 
aware that the Duchess had got it for the Cavaliere Bandinelb^ 
by her special favour, 1 felt no jealousy of him ; but pity seized 
me for that poor unlucky block of marble. For, observe, if a 
thing be marked out for an evil destiny, it is useless to try to 
save it from a threatening ill. Something far worse only befalls 
it. So was it with this marble when it came into the hands of 
Bartolommeo Ammanato, of whom I shall speak the truth in 
its own place. Well, after I had looked at this magnificent block, 
I measured it carefully every way. and when I went back to 
Florence I made several little models proportionate to its 
dimensions. Then I set off for Poggio a Caiano, where the Duke 
and Duchess were with their son, the Prince. I found them at 
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tablr; and as the Duke and Duchess were eating apart from the 
rest, I began to talk to the Prince. After a time the Duke, who 
was in an adjoining room, heard me, and did me the honour of 
calling me. When I entered the presence of their Excellendes, 
the Duchess began to speak very amiably to me, till at last I 
was able to intr^uce the subject of the splendid block of marble 
I had seen. Then I went on to tell how their fathers had bred 
great talents in the noble school of Florentine art only by pitting 
the best artists against each other in honourable riv^ry. So was 
the wonderful cupola, and so were the exquisite doors of San 
Giovanni made, and many other temples and statues besides, 
which were now a crown of genius on their city's head, the like 
of which had never been seen since ancient days. All at once 
the Duchess broke in angrily, saying she understood my drift 
quite well, and she forbade me ever to speak another word about 
that marble in her hearing, for it displeased her. I answered, 
“Then I displease you in desiring to be your Excellencies’ pro- 
curator, and in striving that you be better served? Think a 
little, my lady; if your Excellencies will consent that each of 
us make a model for the Neptune, though you have made up 
your minds to give it to Bandinello, it will come about that, 
for his own credit, he will take more pains with his than if there 
were no competitors. Thus you will be better served, and will 
not bring discouragement to this marvellous school of Florence. 
You will see which of us is in the right way — I mean, who follows 
the great style of our wonderful art; and will prove yourselves 
to be princely patrons of taste and understanding.” The Duchess 
got in a temper and told me I wearied her to death, and that 
she wanted Bandinello to have the marble. “Ask the Duke,” 
she went on, “for his Excellency is of the same mind.” When the 
Duchess had finished, the Duke, who till now had been dumb, 
said, “It is twenty years since I had that fine block dug up 
specially for Bandinello; and so I want him to have it for his 
very own.” Then I turned to him and said, “My lord, I beg 
that you will be good enough to hear me while 1 say three or 
four words in your own interest.” He answered I might say 
what I liked; he would listen. Then I went on, “You must 
know, my lord, that the marble out of which Bandinello made 
his Hercules and Cacus was dug for the divine Michel Agnolo, 
who had made the model of a Samson with four figures about 
him. It would have been the finest tiling in the world. Now your 
Bandinello only got two figures out of it; and a wretched bit of 
cobbled work it was, too; so that the noble school still cries out 
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at the great wrong which the fine marble suffered. I belie vaithat 
over a thousand sonnets were stuck up, crying shame on the 
miserable bit of work; and I know your Excellency remembers 
the circumstance quite well. And so, my valorous lord, because 
those who were responsible for that work were so ignorant as 
to take away the fine block of marble from Michel Agnolo — 
though it had been quarried for him — and give it to Bandinello, 
who spoiled it, as is plainly to be seen, will you suffer that he 
should spoil this still more wonderful block, though it be his, 
rather than give it to an abler man, who would get the best out 
of it for you? I entreat of you, my lord, consent that whoever 
has the will may make a model. Then let them all be exhibited to 
the school; your Excellency will hear what the artists say; and 
with your good judgment you will know how to choose the best. 
In this way you will neither be throw'ing away your money, nor 
taking the heart out of so talented a school as ours, unique 
to-day in all the world, and the chief glory of your Excellency.*’ 
The Duke had listened very amiably; and when he got up from 
table, he turr'^d to me and said, *‘Go, my Benvenuto; make a 
model, and win the fine marble; for it is the truth you tell me. 
That I own.” But the Duchess shook her head threateningly, 
and muttered I know not wdiat in her anger. I did them reverence, 
and went back to Florence, dying with impatience to begin upon 
the model. 

c. The Duke returned to Florence, and came t j see me at my 
house without a w'ord beforehand. I showed him two different 
designs I had made. He praised them both, but said he liked 
one better than the other, and bade me finish it carefully, for 
it would be to my profit. He had seen Bandinello’s and the 
others* too; but he said mine was a long way better than the 
rest. So was I told by many of the people of his court who had 
heard him. Among other notable tilings I remember in this 
regard, there is one which merits every attention. The Cardinal 
of Santa luorc came to Florence on a visit, and the Duke took 
him to Poggio a Caiano. As he passed along the road, he saw 
the block of marble. He praised it greatly, and then asked his 
Excellency for what sculptor he intended it. The Duke answered 
without hesitation, “My Benvenuto, who has made me a mag- 
nificent model for it.** And this was told me by trustworthy 
persons. So I went to pay a visit to the Duchess, and took her 
some pretty little trifles of my jeweller’s art, which gave her 
great pleasure. Thereupon she asked me what I was working 
at; and I answered, “My lady, I have undertaken for my own 
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pleafjure one of the most difficult tilings in the world. It is a 
Christ of whitest marble on a cross of blackest marble, of the 
size of a well-grown man.’* She asked at once what I meant to 
do with it. “I would have you know, my lady,** I answered, 
“that I would not give it for two thousand gold ducats paid in 
gold; for surely never did any man before take in hand a thing 
of such extreme difficulty. Neither would I have undertaken 
to do it for the greatest prince, lest I might be shamed by my 
failure. I bought the marbles with my own money; and for 
about two years past I have kept a lad to help me with it; so 
that bt^tween the marbles, and the iron framework on which 
it is set up, and wages, it has cost me more than three hundred 
crowns. And, therefore, I would not sell it for two thousand in 
gold. But if your most illustrious Excellency will do me a very 
permissible favour, I shall give it you freely with much good- 
will. It is only this, that you neither favour me nor take sides 
against me in this matter of the models of the Neptune, which 
his Excellency has ordered for the great block of marble.** At 
this she was very angry, and said, “So you are quite indifferent 
both to my help and to my disfavour?** “Nay, my lady,** I 
answered, “since I am now making you an offer of what I deem 
worth two thousand ducats. But I am so confident in the result 
of the hard, disciplined study I have devoted to my art, that 
I think to gain the palm, even were the great Michel Agnolo 
Buonarroti in the running, from whom alone in all the world I 
have learnt what I know. And I would much rather have him as 
rival, with all his skill, than those others with theii*, little; for 
I should reap great honours in contest with the great master; 
but there is littlq credit to be had in surpassing the rest.** When 
I had made an end of speaking, she got up as if vexed with me; 
and I went back to my model to work at it with all the energy 
that was in me. 

As soon as it was completed, the Duke came to inspect it, 
accompanied by two ambassadors from the Duke of Ferrara 
and the Signory of Lucca. He was much pleased with it, and 
said to the gentlemen, “ Without a doubt Benvenuto deserves 
it.** Then they complimented me warmly, more especially the 
ambassador from Lucca, who was a man of taste and learning. 
I had gone apart that they might say whatever they liked ; but 
hearing these complimentary words, I went up to the Duke and 
said, “My lord, your P^xcellency should demand still another 
test; you should order those of us who care to undergo it, to 
make a clav model of the size which the marble will Silow of. 
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Then you will see much better who deserves the order. A|^d I 
say that if your Excellency should give it to an incapable man, 
this will not wrong the deserving sculptor so much as it will 
wrong yourself; for you will lose both your money and your 
credit. Whereas, if you give it to the right man, you will win 
the greatest glory, and make an excellent investment of your 
money; and all persons of taste will believe you do, indeed, take 
delight in art and have a knowledge of it.’’ The Duke shrugged 
his shoulders at my words. When he was moving away, the 
ambassador of Lucca said to him, “My lord, this Benvenuto of 
yours is a terrible man!” And the Duke replied, “He is much 
more terrible than you know; and it would be a good thing for 
him if he had been less so; for then he’d be more prosperous 
to-day than he is.” These deliberate words were reported to me 
by the ambassador himself, as if he would have chid me for my 
conduct. I answered that I wished to do my duty to my lord as 
became his loving and faithful servant; but I did not know how 
to flatter him. A few weeks after this Bandinello died; and the 
rumour was, that besides his excesses, his sorrow at the prospect 
of losing the marulc had some part in his death. 

ci. Now when Bandinello heard that I was making the Crucifix 
1 have spoken of, he got hold of a piece of marble, and made the 
PietA which can be seen to-day in the Church of the Annunziata. 
I had intended my Crucifix for Santa Maria Novella, and had 
already put up the great hooks on which I meant it to hang. 
All I asked in return was to make a little tomb under it, where 
my bones might lie when I was dead. The brothers told me they 
could not grant such a thing without the leave of the church- 
wardens; whereupon I said to them, “My brothers, why did 
you not crave their leave before finding a place for my fine 
(>ucifix ? You never asked them whether T might fix up the hooks 
and make the other arrangements.” So I had no more mind to 
give the results of all my hard labour to the Church of Santa 
Maria Novella, though the wardens afterwards came to beg me 
for it. 1 turned my steps at once to the Church of the Annunziata; 
and when I offered it on the same conditions as I had made to 
Santa Maria Novella, the good brothers of the Annunziata were 
all agreed that 1 should place it in their church; and allowed me 
to make my tomb in whatever fashion seemed good to me. 
Bandinello got wind of this: hurried on with his Pieta, and 
Ixisought the Duchess to get him the Pazzi Chapel for it. This 
he got with some difficulty, and then made all haste to fix up 
his Piet^i there. But he died before it was finished. 
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The Duchess declared that as she had helped him in life^ so 
would she be his friend in death; and though he was dead^ I need 
never make any effort to get the marble. And so Bemardone the 
broker told me one day when I met him out in the country, that 
she had settled the matter; whereupon I said, “0 unhappy 
marble! Surely, its fate would have been evil enough had it 
fallen into the hands of Bandinello; but left to Ammanato, it 
fares a hundred times worse.” The Duke had ordered me to 
make a clay model as large as the block would allow of; and he 
had supplied me with wood and clay, and let me raise a kind 
of screen in the Loggia where my Perseus is, paying a workman 
to help me. So with all haste I made the wooden framework 
after my excellent method- Then I finished the model with good 
success, though I had given up the thought of carrying it out 
in marble, knowing the Duchess was determined T should not 
have the commission. But I did not care. 1 was, indeed, pleased 
to give myself all this trouble; for I looked forward to making 
her very sorry, when she should have seen my finished design — 
she was an intelligent person, as I was afterwards aware — for 
doing so great a wrong to the marble and to herself. Giovanni 
the Heming, too, made a model in the cloisters of Santa Croce, 
and Vicenzio Danti the Perugian made one in the house of 
Messer Otta\iano de’ Medici ; another was begun by the son of 
Moschino at Pisa; and another by Bartolommeo Ammanato in 
the Loggia, which we divided between us. When I had blocked 
mine w^ell out, and was about to finish the head, which I had 
already done in the rough, the Duke came down fronrthe palace; 
and Giorgetto the painter took him into Ammanato’s place to 
see the Neptune.-~on which, by the way, Giorgino himself had 
been working for several days, along with Ammanato and all 
his helpers. While the Duke was looking at it, I was told that 
it pleased him very little; and though Giorgino would have 
rammed a deal of silly nonsense down his throat, his Excellency 
shook his head, and turning to Messer Gianstefano, said, ‘‘Go 
and ask Benvenuto if liis giant is well enough on for him to be 
willing to give me a glimpse of it.” Messer Gianstefano delivered 
the Duke’s message to me in most courteous and amiable terms, 
adding that if my work did not seem to me in a condition to be 
shown, I was to say so frankly; for the Duke was well aware 
that I had had little aid in my great undertaking. I answered that 
I should esteem his coming a great favour, and that though my 
work W'as still very incomplete, his Excellency’s intdligence 
was such that he would understand perfectly how it would 
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appear when finished. So the worthy gentleman carriec^ my 
message back to the Duke, who came eagerly to see my model. 
No sooner was he inside my enclosure and had glanced at my 
work, than he showed his full satisfaction. He walked all round, 
stopping to examine it from all four sides, just as if he had been 
the most accomplished judge of the art; and his every look and 
gesture proved his great delight. But all he said was, “Ben- 
venuto, you have now only to polish it up.'' Then turning to 
those who had come with liim, he expressed his high approval 
of my work, saying, “ The little model I saw in his house pleased 
me very much; but tliis far surpasses it in excellence.” 

di. It pleased God, who doeth all things for our utmost good — at 
least He is ever the defender of such as confess Him and Wieve 
in Him — that in those days I fell in with a rascal from Vicchio 
called Piermaria d'Anterigoli, commonly called Lo Sbietta, 
a sheep-farmer by occupation. As he was a near relative of 
Messer Guido Guidi, the physician, now the provost of Pesda, 
I gave ear to him when he offered to sell me a farm for the term 
of my natural life. I would not go and sec the farm, being all 
eagerness to finish the model of my huge Neptune; and, indeed, 
there was no need for me to see it, since he only sold me the 
income of it. This he had written down for me as consisting of so 
many bushels of grain, so much wine, oil, growing corn, chest- 
nuts, and whatever else the land produced ; and I reckoned that, 
according to current prices, these were w'orth upwards of a 
hundred gold crowms in gold ; w^hile I paid him six hundred and 
fifty, counting the taxes. Thus, as 1 had a script in his own hand, 
promising to keep up the income of the farm at its present state 
of efficiency during my lifetime, I had no desire to go and see 
the place — although I made the most searching inquiries as to 
whether Sbietta and his brother Scr lulippo were substantial 
enough persons to render my investment safe. Many different 
persons who knew them, told me that the security was all that 
could be desired. The lawyer whom we called in was Ser Pier- 
francesco Bertoldi, notary to the Mercantanzia ; and without 
delay I put into his hands the wTitten acknowledgment of 
what Sbietta bound himself to hand over to me, tliinking that 
this would appear in the contract. But the lawyer who drew it 
up was so busy over the noting down of two and tw^enty parti- 
cular conditions which Sbietta insisted on, that it seems to me 
he must have forgotten to include in the agreement the state- 
ment of the income which the seller had bound himself to give 
me. All the time the notary was writing, I kept on working; and 
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as bs plodded over liis task hour after hour, I got well forward 
with my Neptune’s head. When the contract had been duly 
drawn up and signed, Sbietta began to show me the most marked 
politeness; and I was no less courteous to him. He sent me 
presents of kids, cheeses, capons, curds, and different fruits, 
until I became not a little ashamed. In return for his kindness, 
I used to bring him away from his inn every time he came to 
Florence, and lodge him in my own house; and if any of his 
relatives were with him, as frequently happened, they came to 
me, too. Then he began to say to me in a jesting fashion how 
it was a shame that I had bought a farm weeks and weeks 
ago, yet had never made up my mind to leave my business to 
my men even for three days, in order to come and see it. At last 
he cajoled me into consenting; and, as ill luck would have it, I 
set off one day for the farm. Sbietta gave me the kindest and 
most honourable reception in his house — he could have done 
no more for a duke; and his wife was still more demonstrative. 
And so things remained between us till he had fully arranged 
what he and Ser Filippo his brother had planned to do. 

ciii. But all this time I was hurrying on with my work on the 
Neptune; and already I had blocked it out, as I have said, on an 
excellent method, which no one had ever used or thought of 
before. And thougli I was sure the marble was not for me — I 
have already told you why — I had a mind to finish the model 
as soon as possible, and show it off on the Piazza, merely for my 
own satisfaction. 

The season was warm and pleasant; and as I had been coaxed 
by the two scoundrels, I set out one Wednesday — it was a 
double Saints' day —from my villa at Trespiano. I stayed so 
long over an excellent lunch that it was more than twenty 
o'clock when I reached Vicchio. At the gate of the town 1 met 
with Ser Filippo, who seemed to know where I was going. He 
was all politeness to me, and took me to Sbietta’s Louse, where 
we found that shameless wife of his, who likewise overwhelmed 
me with attentions. [ presented her with a hat of the finest 
straw, and she said slie had never seen a more elegant one. But 
Sbietta was not there. As evening drew on, we supped together 
v'cry pleasantly. I was shown to a handsome chamber, where I 
slept b<itween sheets as white as snow; and my two servants 
were also well entertained, according to their rank. Wh0n I got 
up in the morning, this kindness still continued. I went to look 
at my farm and was much pleased with it; and I was put in 
possession of a certain quantity of grain and standing crops. 
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When I got back to Vicchio, the priest Ser Filippo said t<j me, 

“ Benvenuto, let your mind be at rest. You may not have found 
to-day the whole of what was promised you. Yet be assured; 
it will turn out all right, for you are dealing with honest men. 
But I must tell you we have sent that labourer whom you know 
packing, for he is a rogue.” He was speaking of a man called 
Mariano Rosegli, who now said to me, repeating it more than 
once, "Look out for your own. In the end you'll know which 
of us is the bigger rogue.” When the countryman said this to 
me, he sniggered in a malicious fashion, tossing his head as if to 
say, "Go and see for yourself.” 

I could not help thinking there was sometliing wrong; but I 
never imagined what actually happened to me. When I returned 
from the farm, which is two miles from Vicchio, towards the 
Alpi, 1 found the priest, who greeted me with his wonted polite- 
ness, and we sat down to meat together. It was not dinner, but 
an excellent collation. Then I went for a walk about Vicchio, 
where the market had already begun; but I observed that 
everybody looked at me as if I were some very unusual kind of 
being, and especially a very honest man, an old inhabitant of 
the place, whose wife bakes bread for sale. He has some good 
land of his own about a mile away; but he likes to live like this ; 
and rents a hotise of mine in the town, which came to me along 
with the farm of La Fonte I have been speaking of. Now he said 
to me, "I am your tenant, and Fll pay the rent when it falls 
due, or before then, if you like. You may be sure ive shall not 
quarrel.” While we were talking, I noticed him looking hard at i 
me; so I could not help saying, "Tell me, dear Giovanni, I beg 
you, why you go on staring at me so fixedly?” And the worthy 
fellow answered, " I shall tell you willingly, if you promise me, 
on your word as an honest man, not to tell whom you heard it 
from.” I gave him the promise; whereupon he said, “Well, I’d 
have you know that that rascally priest Ser Filippo, not many 
days ago, was going about boasting of his brother Sbietta’s 
clever trick in selling his farm to an old man for his lifetime, who 
would not last the year. You have got into the hands of a pack 
of scoundrels; so take good care of your life. Be wide awake, for 
there’s need of it. I wiU say no more.” 

dv. While I was going about the market, I came across 
Giovanbatista Santini; and the priest brought us both back to 
supper. And as I said before, the meal was prepared for about 
twenty o’dock. It was on my account we supped so early, 
because I wished to return that night to Trespiano. So every- 
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thing was got ready, and Sbietta’s wife fussed about a great 
deal with their menid Cecchino Buti. The salads were dressed, 
and we were just sitting down to table, when that wicked 
priest said, with an evil leer, “You must pardon me; but I 
cannot sup with you, for I have a bit of important business 
on hand for my brother Sbietta. As he is not here, I must look 
after it for him.” We all entreated him to remain with us; but 
he would not be persuaded. So he went off, and we sat down to 
eat. We had eaten our salad off common plates; but when the 
boiled beef was to be served, each of us was given a bowl. Santini, 
who was sitting opposite me, said, “They give you quite different 
dishes from the rest of us. Did you ever see anything finer? ” I 
replied that I had not observed it. Then he bade me ask Sbietta’s 
wife to sit down at table with us; for she and Cecchino Buti were 
running about, fussing here and there in the strangest manner. 
In the end I persuaded the lady to sit down; and then she began 
to lament, “My food does not please you; you eat nothing at 
all.” I praised the supper over and over again, saying I liad 
never eaten a better, nor with more appetite. But now I was 
quite satisfied. I couldn’t think why the woman pressed me so 
to eat. It was past twenty-one o’clock wdien we had finished 
supper; and I was in a hurry to get back that night to Trespifxno, 
so that I might get on next (fay with my work in the Loggia. I 
bade farewell to them all, thanked the lady, and took my 
departure. I had not gone three miles before I felt a burning in 
my stomach; and. I was in such pain that I thought I should 
never reach my farm at Trespiano. But, as it pleased-God, I got 
there at last after great efforts. It was late, and I prepared at 
once to go to beti All that night I could not sleep for the disorder 
in my bowels. As soon as it was daylight, I discovered from my 
motions what made me suspect I had eaten something poison- 
ous ; and I went over and over in my mind what it could possibly 
have been. Then I bethought me of the plates and bowls and 
other dishes given me by Sbietta’s wife, which were different 
from the others; and how that rascally priest, Sbietta’s brother, 
had been so officiously polite, and yet would not stay to sup 
with us. Moreover, I recalled how he had boasted of his brother’s 
clever trick in having sold a farm to an old man for his lifetime, 
who would not last the year — according to the report of that 
honest man Giovanni Sardella. So I felt sure that they had 
given me a dose of sublimate in the sauce, which was very well 
made, and most pleasant to the taste ; for sublimate produces 
exactly the symptoms I noticed in myself. I am not used to eat 
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much sauce or any seasoning with my meal, except salt; and 
yet I had eaten two mouthfuls, because it tasted so good. Then 
I went on to remember how often the wife of Sbietta pressed me 
in all sorts of ways to take more of it; so that I was convinced 
that they had put a dash of sublimate in my sauce. 

cv. Wretchedly ill as I was, I was determined to work on my 
huge statue in the Loggia. However, after a few days, my sore 
sickness was too much for me, and I stopped in bed. And as 
soon as the Duchess heard that 1 was ill, she had the accursed 
marble given over to Bartolommeo Ammanato. He .sent me word 
by Messer . . . living in the Via . . . that I might do whatever I 
liked with the model I had begun, since he had got the marble. 
This Messer . . . was one of the lovers of Bartolommeo Am- 
manato's wife; and as he excelled all the others in gentleness 
and tact, Ammanato gave him abundant opportunities. Of this 
I could tell mucli. But I have no wish to do like Bandinello, his 
master, who never kept to the point in talking. Enough to say 
that I told Ammanato’s envoy that I had known it all the time. 
I sent Bartolommeo the advice to strive to prove his gratitude 
to Fortune for ihi-i great mark of favour shown him through no 
merit of his own. 

So I stayed in bed in wretched case, cared for by that most 
excellent man, Mae.stro Francesco da Monte Varchi, the phy- 
sician, The surgeon. Maestro Raffaello de* Pilli, co-operated 
with him; for the sublimate had so burnt my intestines that I 
suffered from continuous diarrhcca. At last Messer Francesco 
recognised that the poison had done all the ill it could; for there 
had not been enough of it to overcome the vigour of my excellent 
constitution; so he said to me one day, “ Benvenuto, give thanks 
to God; for you have conquered; and rest assured that I am 
going to cure you, just to spite the scoundrels who wished you 
ill.** Then Maestro Raffaello said, “Tliis will be one of the most 
wonderful and hardest cures ever heard of; for you must know, 
Benvenuto, that you swallowed a mouthful of sublimate.” But 
Maestro Francesco cut in with, “Perhaps it was a poisonous 
caterpillar.” And I answered that I knew quite well what poison 
it was, and who had given it to me. And here we all became silent. 
They went on tending me for more than six whole months; and 
a year had gone by before I regained my full strength. 

cvi. About this time [October 28, 1560], the Duke made his 
public entry into Siena; and Ammanato had gone there several 
months beforehand to erect the triiimplial arches. A natural son 
of liis who had stopped behind in the Loggia workshop, had 



336 THE LIFE OF BENVENUTO CELLINI 

tak^n off the coverings from my unfinished Neptune model. I 
went at once to lay my complaint before Signor Don Francesco, 
the Duke's son, who had proved himself a good friend of mine, 
and told him how they had uncovered my unfinished figure. Had 
it been complete, I should not have cared. Thereupon the Prince 
replied, shaking his head in a threatening fashion, Benvenuto, 
do not be vexed at its being uncovered; for they do most harm 
of all to themselves. However, if you prefer that I should cover 
it up again, I shall do so." And Us most illustrious Excellency 
added several other words complimentary to me in the presence 
of several of his lords. Then I lagged liim to give me the means 
of completing it; for I would fain make a present of it, along 
with the little model, to his Excellency. He replied that he 
should be pleased to accept both; and that he would order that 
everything necessary for my work should be supplied to me. 
And so I fed on this little favour, which, indeed, was the saving 
of my life; for so many terrible ills and vexations coming on me 
all at once, I felt myself tailing under them. But this little 
courtesy strengthened me with some hopes of life. 

evii. A year had now gone by since I had bought the La 
Fonte farm from Sbietta; and as if poisoning and cheating me 
were not enough, I found that the land did not produce half 
what they had promised me. Besides the contract, 1 had a docu- 
ment in Sbietta’s own hand, in which he declared himself bound 
before witnesses to keep up the stated income. So T betook my- 
self to the Lords in Council. Messer Alfonso Quistello was liring 
then. He was procurator-fiscal, and sat in the Council, of which 
Averardo Serristori and Federigo de' Ricci were also members. 
I do not remember the names of all; but one of the Alessandri 
was among them; and at all events, they were very important 
persons. Now when I had put my case before these magistrates, 
they all with one accord decided that Sbietta should give me 
back my money— except Federigo de' Ricci, who was making 
use of Sbietta at that time himself. The rest expressed their 
regret that he hindered the settlement of the business. Indeed, 
Averardo Serristori made a great fuss about it, and so did 
Alessandri ; but Federigo was clever enough to make tlie affair 
drag on till these magistrates' term of office was up. So some 
time after this I came upon Serristori one morning in the Piazza 
deir Annunziata; and he called out to me, in the most^ reckless 
fashion, “ Federigo de' Ricci has got the better of the yholc of 
us; and you are wronged against oiir will." I will say^o more 
about this, lest it should prove too offensive to th0 highest 
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powers of the State. Let it suffice to say that I suffered gross 
injustice because of the arbitrary will of a rich citizen, who 
happened to be in need of the services of that cheat of a 
sheep-farmer. 

cviii. I then betook myself to Leghorn, where the Duke was, 
to beg him to let me leave his service. For I felt my strength 
coining back, and yet I was left without employment; and it 
angered me to see such wrong done to my art. So now I made 
my mind up; and reaching Leghorn, found the Duke, who 
received me most kindly. I stayed there several days, and every 
day I rode out with lus Excellency. Tlius I had an excellent 
chance of saying all I wanted; for he used to ride four miles out 
of Leghorn, shaving tlie sea-coast, to a place where he was 
building a small fortress. He did not wish to be troubled by a 
train of courtiers, and so he liked to have me with liim to talk 
to him. Well, one day seeing him very well disposed to me, I 
began on the subject of Sbietta, I mean Piermaria d’Antcrigoli, 
and said, ‘*My lord, I should like to relate to your Excellency a 
most curious Mtrence, which will explain to you what pre- 
vented me from finishing the Neptune in clay, that I was work- 
ing at in the Loggia. I must tell you that I had bought a farm 
from Sbietta for my lifetime.” In brief, I told him the whole 
story in all its particulars, stating the bare truth without a stain 
of fidsehood on it. Then when I came to the poison, I begged him, 
if I, his servant, had ever found favour in his sight, instead of 
punislung Sbietta or those who gave me tlie poison, rather to 
give them some reward. For the poison liad not been enough to 
kill me, but just enough to cure me of a deadly viscosity, which 
had attacked my stomach and my intestines. So well had it done 
its work, and so much Imd it bettered my health, that, whereas 
in the condition in wliich I was, I had but three or four years to 
live, now I could look forward to more than twenty. “And so 
with better will than ever I give thanks to God. And, therefore, 
it is true what I have often heard folk say, 

God sends us ill that good may come of it." 

The Duke was an attentive listener for more than two miles of 
our road. The only thing he said was, “Oh. the scoundrels!” 
But I ended my tale by saying I was beholden to them; and 
started other and pleasanter topics. I waited for the right day, 
and tb^n finding him in a good humour, begged his Excellency 
to giv} me leave to go away, that I might not waste the years 
in wbeh I should still be go^ for something. What was owing 
I 
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to npe for my Perseus he might give to me when it pleased liim. 
Then I went on to thank his lordship^ and to pay him high com* 
pliments at great length. He answered notlung at all; indeed 
he looked as if he had taken my words in ill part. Next day 
Messer Bartolommeo Concino, one of the Duke’s chief secretaries, 
paid me a visit; and said to me, in a rather overbearing way, 
“The Duke says that if you want to go, you can. But if you wish 
to work, he’ll put work in your way. May you only be able for 
all his Excellency gives you to do!’’ I replied that I desired 
nothing better than work, and from his most illustrious Ex- 
cellency more than any other man in the world, were he pope, 
or emperor, or king. “I would more willingly serve him for a 
sou than any other for a ducat.” Thereupon he said, “If you 
are of that way of thinking, you and he are agreed; and there 
is no more to be said. So take your way back to Florence; and 
be easy in your mind, for the Duke wishes you well.” And so I 
returned to Florence. 

cix. As soon as 1 had got back, I had a visit from a man called 
Raffaellone Scheggia, a cloth-of-gold weaver. He said to me, 
“Benvenuto, my friend, I should like to make up the quarrel 
between you and Piermaria Sbietta.” 1 replied that no one could 
do that save the Ixjrds in Council; and that on the present 
bench Sbietta would not have a Federigo de’ Ricci, a man 
careless of God and his own honour, who, for the sake of two fat 
kids, would uphold so villainous a cause and fly in the face of 
holy justice. When I had said this and a great deal else, Raflaello 
still insisted with gentle obstinacy, that it is better tc^eat a thrush 
in peace than a fat capon got by strife. Besides, he said, it was 
the way of lawsuits to spin out to wearisome length; and that 
I would do much better to spend my time in the production of 
sfome masterpiece, which would bring me a great deal more 
honour and profit. 1 knew it was the truth he was speaking; so 
I began to lend an ear to his words, and in a short time we came 
to t&s agreement. Sbietta was to be my tenant on the farm at 
a rent of seventy gold crowns in gold a year, for all the time of 
ray natural life. However, when the contract between us was 
drawn up by Scr Giovanni, Scr Matteo of Falgano’s son, Sbietta 
declared that by our proposed arrangement we should pay a 
higher tax. He would stick to his word; but it would be l)etter 
that he should take the farm on a five years' lease; and he 
promised he would renew it without provoking any further 
.suits at law'. His rascally brother, the priest, promised the same; 
and so the contract was drawn up for five years. 
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cx. I should like to speak of something else^ and leav^ of! 
talking for a while of all this shocking roguery; yet I must first 
of all tell what took place at the end of the five years. .The two 
scoundrels then refused to keep a single one of their promises ; they 
were for giving up my farm, and renting it no longer. I complained 
loudly; but they faced me boldly with the contract; and I was 
helpless against this breach of faith on their part. So I told them 
that neither the Duke nor the Prince of Plorence would tolerate 
such abominable treatment of their citizens; and this threat put 
a terror on them so that they again sent to me Raffaello Scheggia, 
the man who had made it up between us before. They had said, 
you must know, that they would not pay me seventy gold crowns 
in gold, as they had done for the last five years; and I had 
answered that I would take nothing less. Well, Raffaello came to 
see me, and he said, “ Benvenuto, my friend, you know I have 
your interests at heart. Now, they have left the whole affair to 
me” — and he showed me a declaration to this effect signed by 
them. I had no idea that he was a near relative of theirs; and I 
thought I cold ’ not be better served than by him, and put 
myself unconditionally into his hands. Well, my fine gentleman 
comes to me one evening about half an hour past sundown --“it 
was the month of August — and after a deal of palaver, he induced 
me to draw up the contract right away; for he knew that were 
it put off till the morrow, the trick he was placing on me would 
fail. So the agreement was signed, whereby they bound them- 
selves to pay me sixty-five crowns di moneta a year, in two 
instalments, for thi- term of my natural life. In vain did I 
chafe against it, and declare I w^ould not abide it. Raffaello 
pointed to the agreement written in my own hand; and so 
induced everyone to hold me in the wrong. He had done every- 
thing for my good, he declared ; he had been acting in my in- 
terest; and as neither the notary nor any one else knew how 
nearly related he was to the other parties, everybody told me I 
was at fault. So I soon gave up the fight; and now I must do iny 
best to live as long as possible. But I blundered again a little 
after, in the December of next year, which was 1 566 ; for I bought 
half the farm of Poggio from them, that is from Sbietta, for two 
hundred crowns di inoneta. It was to revert to them at the end of 
three years; and I let it out to them meanwhile. The farm borders 
on my land at La Fonte. I did this for the best. But it would take 
too long to write down all their villainous conduct towards me. I 
give the matter into the hands of God, who has ever been my 
protector against such as have willed to do me harm. 
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cjd. When I had brought my marble Crucifix to completion^ 
it seemed to me that by raising it several cubits it would show 
to much more advantage than did it rest on the ground. It looked 
very well as it was; but when it was raised, its beauty was 
enhanced, and I was well satisfied with it. Then I b^an to 
show it to all who were curious to see it. As God willed, word 
of it was brought to the Duke and Duchess; so that one day 
after they came back from Pisa, their Excellencies took me 
by surprise. With all the nobility of their court they came to 
my house, merely to see the Crucifix. It pleased them so much 
that neither the one nor the other could stop singing its praises ; 
and, of course, all the lords and gentlemen who were with them 
followed suit. Then when I saw how much they admired it, I 
thanked them, saying in something of a mildly jesting humour, 
that their refusal of the marble for the Neptune had been my 
opportunity of carrying through all the labours of the present 
work, the like of which no man had ever undertaken before; 
and though it had cost me greater efforts than I ever made in 
all my life, I felt assured they had been well spent, more especi- 
ally since their most illustrious Excellencies had heaped such 
praises on it. Then I added, As I can never hope to find any one 
more worthy of it than are your Excellencies, I make you a 
present of it with right good will.” All I begged of them was 
that before they went away, they would deign to come down 
to the basement of my house. Thereupon they got up at once 
with the greatest good humour, left the shop with me, and 
entering my house, saw my h’ttle model of the Neptune and 
the fountain, which the Duchess had never seen before. She 
was so struck with the sight of it, that she uttered a great cry 
of wonder; and, turning to the Duke, she said, “By my life, I 
never could have conceived the tenth part of such beauty as 
this!” while the Duke went on repeating, “Didn’t I tell you 
so?” And they talked amongst themselves for a long time; and 
it was all in compliment to me. Then the Duchess called me to 
her, and praised my work to me almost as if she were excusing 
herself. (Indeed, from her w'ords you might have judged she was 
asking my pardon.) She said she would like me to have a block 
of marble dug up for myself, and then to set about the work. I 
answered that, if their Excellencies gave me the means of doing 
so, I would willingly, for love of them, begin the formidable 
undertaking; whereupon the Duke replied, “Benvenuto, what- 
ever you require for the work will be given you ; and on my own 
account, I shall provide you with means far beyond what you 
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can ask for.’* With these courteous words they took their leave^ 
and I was very well content. * 

cxii. Week after week passed by; but there was no word of 
me and my commission; and seeing no preparations nlade for 
it, I was nearly desperate. About this time the Queen of France 
sent Messer Baccio del Bene to our Duke, to negotiate a loan 
of money; and the Duke granted the request most graciously, 
it was reported. Now Messer Baccio and I had once been very 
intimate; and when we met again in Florence, we were most 
pleased to renew our intercourse. He told me of all the great 
honours done him by his Excellency; and, in the course of our 
conversation, asked me if I had any great works on hand. So 
1 told him the whole story of the huge Neptune statue and the 
fountain from the beginning, and the great injustice done me 
by the Duchess. On hearing this, he informed me that her 
Majesty was most eager to have the tomb of her late husband 
King Henry completed; that Daniello of Volterra had under- 
taken to make for it a groat bronze horse, but that the time was 
up in which he had promised it. The most splendid ornaments 
would be wanted for the tomb; so if 1 would return to France, 
to my own castle, she would supply me with every convenience 
for carrying on my work which I might ask for, liad I but the 
will to serve her. I told Messer Baccio to ask me from my Duke; 
for, were hi.s Excellency willing, I should gladly return to France. 
Then Messer Baccio, in high spirits, said, “Wc shall go back 
together”; and spoke as if the thing were done. So next day, 
in an interview with the Duke, he spoke of me, and said that 
if his Excellency would graciously permit it, the Queen would 
employ me in her serrice. Thereupon the Duke made answer, 
“Everylxxly knows what a (lever man Ben\'enuto is; but now 
he has no more desire to work”; and then he talked about other 
things. The day after I went to see Messer Baccio, who told me 
everything. Then 1 could keep myself in no longer; and I cried 
out, “Ah! when his Excellency gave me nothing to do, I, on 
my own account, completed one of the most difficult works ever 
man attempted. It cost me more than two hundred crowms, 
which I paid out of my poverty. What, then, should I not have 
done if his Excellency had employed me? I tell you of a truth, 
a great wrong has been done me.” The worthy gentleman 
reported all my answer to tlie Duke; whereupon his lordship 
told him it was all a joke, and that he wanted to keep me for 
Jiimself. This angered me so, that many a time I was on the 
point of making off without anybody’s leave. But the Queen 
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dropped the subject^ lest she should offend the Duke; and I 
remained where I was^ very ill pleased. 

cxiii. About this time the Duke set out on a journey with 
all his court and all his sons, save the Prince, who was in Spain, 
'fhey made their way by the Sienese marshes to Pisa. The 
Cardinal was the first to be affected by the poisonous air of the 
Maremma. In a few days he was attacked by a pestilential 
fever; and shortly after he died. He was as the Duke’s right 
eye, a handsome youth, and a good ; and his death was a great 
misfortune. I let several days pass, till I thought their tears 
might be dried; and then I set off for Pisa. 


HERE ENDS BENVENUTO'S MANUSCRIPT. 




BENVENUTO'S LAST DAYS 

Cellini wrote his Memoirs at intervals from 1558 to 1566, but 
he carried his story no further than 1562, and stopped there 
very abruptly. Old age and ill-health ^\ere on him, and the 
zest for life was passing — though perhaps his spirit was not 
quite so much bowed as the plaintive tone of his correspondence 
might lead us to believe ; for even in his lusty days his letters 
were apt to be pitched in a minor key. But at least the best 
was over; he h^ few more triumphs to record, and a good 
many petty defeats, disappointments, and chill neglect. He 
took up his pen again, but it was to retell part of the old tale 
in the Trattaii. These, written for a special occasion, necessarily 
interrupted his work on the Memoirs, and by the time they 
were finished it is possible that the domestic happiness he 
evidently enjoyed in his latter days may have had the effect 
of lulling his irritability — or shall we say diverting his self- 
asstTt'on? — and these with him were the chief impulses to 
autobiography. In 1565 he married Piera di Salvadore Parigi. 
She had bwn his servant and his mistress; and he made her 
his wife out of gratitude for her good nursing during the last 
serious illness recorded in the Metnoirs, the result, as he asserts, 
of his being poisoned by Sbietta and his rascally brother Ser 
Filippo. After his marriage his wife bore him two children — 
dolci figliuolini — a daughter and a son, Maddalena and Andrea 
Simone. But the children of the same mother, born out of 
wedlock, were also legitimised; and one of these, Giovanni, was 
for several years his chief hope and treasure. There is a ring of 
real sorrow in his letter to Varchi telling of the death of the 
child; “In all my life I have never had anything more dear.*' 
But before the birth of Giovanni he had adopted a boy, 
Antonio, son of Domenico di Parigi, or Sputasenni, perhaps a 
relative of Piera who became his wife. The boy’s mother was 
Dorotea, Cellini’s model for the Medusa; Domenico his father 
was a cloth-weaver, afterwards a gate-keeper at Pisa and 
Florence, and always a scoundrel. While Domenico was in 
prison, Benvenuto lodged his wife and family, Tonino and 
Bita, in his own house; and though he tried, without success, 
to get paid for their board, or at least made a very definite 
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memorandum of their indebtedness to him, all the credit for 
his charity need not be taken from him, for he did his best to 
be a father to the boy, called him by his own name, and adopted 
him in the hope of training him as a goldsmith. Benvenutino 
could or would learn nothing. He hardly got to know his A B C 
or anything else in six years, says Cellini, who sent hin> to 
school to the frati of the Annunziata — evidently without any 
decided intention of making a friar of him. Cellini may not 
have been an ideal trainer of youth, but it appears he did what 
he could to interest the boy, now called Fra Lattanzio, and 
employ him profitably. For instance, we hear of his arranging 
with Fra Maurizio to teach him the organ. When Domenico, 
who had been in Pisa, came to take charge of one of the 
Florence gates, Benvenuto was naturally afraid lest all he and 
the friars had done for the lad would be wasted. So, while 
permitting him to receive visits from his parents (who by this 
time were complaining loudly of his being turned into a friar), 
and even urging on him particular courtesy towards them — ^he 
may even “kiss the ground on which they tread” — he forbade 
him to go to tlieir house, where he would see “infinite poverty 
and filth.” The boy snapped his fingers at the prohibition; and, 
indeed, the friars seem to have upheld Benvenuto’s authority 
very little. So in 1569 Cellini disinherited the scapegrace. Next 
year Domenico brought an action against him for breach of 
contract in the matter, and won. This meant that Benvenuto 
had not only to maintain Antonio, who had left the Annunziata, 
but that a claim was made on his estate. He appealed to the 
Duke, relating the disobedience and worthlessness of his former 
ward, and insisting on the fact that now he had a family of his 
own, very dear to him, and in need of all he could earn for them. 
In this appeal, by the way, he somewhat changes his tone about 
the condition of Antonio’s parents, pleading that they are 
“young and make good earnings, while I am old and poor and 
earn nothing at all.” The final judgment was that while he 
lived he should contribute to Antonio’s support, but that after 
his death the Sputasenni should have no claim on his estate. 
The story of his relations with this family merits being related, 
not only because it is one of the few things told in detail in the 
Ricordiy but also because it seems to have occupied Benvenuto’s 
mind a great deal during the last eleven years of his life. 

The other records are meagre enough, and mostly refer to 
money matters. His appeals to the Duke and his officers for 
payment of arrears of salary and for work done are constant. 
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But that he plays so frequently the role of begging-letter writer 
is a fact not entirely personal to Benvenuto. It was partly*due 
to the conditions under which artists were patronised and 
supported by the later Medici. He was often underpdid^ and 
sometimes not paid at all. Still money-makings whether from 
growing avarice, or from a haunting fear of coming poverty 
for himself and his children, absorbed a good deal of his energies. 
He owned a considerable amount of property; was much 
interested in investments; and had now at least the will to be 
a good business man. Yet ora sono poverissimo is ever his cry. 
Of course, he had always an abundance of goldsmith's work to 
do; but in his later days no great sculpture commissions were 
given him. Failing powers and the jealousy of rivals partly 
account for this, though the main cause was, doubtless, the 
fact that his patrons preferred being less well served by men 
more docile and more easy-tempered. And his health was bad; 
he suffered much from gout. At the death of Michael Angelo, 
in 1564, he was chosen along with Ammanati to represent 
sculpture at the preat man’s funeral, but he was not well enough 
to join in the ceremony. Neither did his health permit him to 
take part with his fellow-artists in the celebration of the marriage 
of Don Francesco, Duke Cosimo’s eldest son, with Jane of 
Austria in the following year. \Vhen he recovered, he had the 
idea of paying his homage ‘*not in clay or wood” but with his 
pen. And so he wrote the Tratiati, But when it was published 
in 1568, after its revision by Spini, Don Francesco was perhaps 
not so high in the writer’s favour; for it was dedicated to his 
brother, the Cardinal Fernando. Yet to the end the regent 
employed him. Between 1568 and 1570 Cellini painted his 
portrait in wax, which Don Francesco sent to his beloved 
Bianca Cappello. 

He lived for three years after the publication of the Traitati, 
dying of pleurisy, 13 February, 1571, in bis house in the Via 
del Rosaio in Florence. He was buried “with great pomp” in 
the Church of the Annunziata. Many were the candles and the 
lamps that were lit, we are told. His fellow-artists and the 
Jrati did him every honour. A friar pronounced a eulogy on his 
life and works, and “ the good disposition of his soul and body” ; 
and the people crowded in to see the last of Benvenuto — who, 
in spite of his glory, had never been far removed from themselves 
— ^and to make the sign of the Cross over the body, once so 
restless, and now at peace. 





NOTES 


BCK)K I 

ii. p. if f. need hardly be said that Cellini's account of the origin 
of Florence is, to sav the least, very fragmentary; while, of course, his 
story of the origin of the name is merely an exaggerated example of the 
bragging (boriositd) which he has just been declaring natural to auto- 
biographers. 

ii. p. 4, f. XX. Colosseum. Supposed to have been near the modern 
Piazza Penizzi. 

ii. p. 4, 1. X3. Old Market. The Mercato Vecchio was destroyed to make 
room for the present Piarza \'ittorio Einmanuele. 

ii. p, if 1. X2. The Kotonda. The earlier authorities declare this — now 
the famous Baptistery of St. John — to be the original temple dedicated 
to Mars in commemoration of the Roman victory over Etruscan Fiesole. 
Not improbably the mam part of the existing building dates from the 
fourth century, and was modelled on the Pantheon. But some portions 
of It are as late as the eleventh and twelfth i cnturies. 

ii. p. 4, 1. 13. Our Saint John. St. John the Baptist, the patron saint 
of Florence. 

For the old legends of the origin of Florence, see Viliam, li. c. 28 ; and for 
the early history of the origin of the city, see ViUari, / primi due secoU deUa 
Storia di Firenze ^ I. c. i., Florence, 1805 ; Davidsohn, Geschichte von Florenz, 
itolin, 1896; and Gardner's Story of Florence, pp. 5 et seq.. Dent, 1900. 

ii< P- 5r House in the Via Chiara. On No. 6 Via Chiara can be read 
to-day the inscription — In questa casa fiacque Benvenuto Cellini il di 
prime di Novembre del 1500 e vi passd i primi anni. There is a mistake in 
the date. He was born on the 2nd of November. 

ii. p. 5, 1 . 39. The second Bartolommeo. Bartolommeo (^Baccio) Cellini 
was a noted carver in wood; and it is curious his nephew does not record 
his fame. Vasari mejitions him more than once. 

iii. p. 5, 1. 41. Andrea Cellini . . . architecture. The truth seems to be that 
Andrea was a mason, not an architect. See Bacci’s edition, p. 8. 

iii. p. 6, /. 40. Cosa, i.e. Niccolnsa. 

iii. p. 7,1. i. Half past four. The hour was counted from sunset to sunset ; 
and so it is impossible to translate it into our terms of reckoumg unless the 
season of the year be known. 

iii. p. 7, 1. 16. Welcome, i.e. Benvenuto. 
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V. p, 8, /. 26. / oretizo de* Medici, the Magnificeat, died 1492. 

P|>ro, his soiK was droned iii 1504. 

V. p. /. 6. heater guilds of silk and wool. The seven greater guilds and 
the fourteen lesser were instituted early in the thirteenth century. The 
former included such professions as medicine and law as well as the more 
important industries. 

vi p. g, 1 . 14. Pieroj when he was exiled. Nov. 9, 1404. 

\i. p. 9, 1, 16. Sodertni was the only gonfalonier of norenoe elected for 
life (1502); but he was exiled in 1512. 

vi. p. 9, 1 . 35. Medici came hack. Giovanni de’ Medici, afterwards Pope 
Leo X., and Giuliano, Duke of Nemours, returned by the aid of the 
Spaniards in 1512. 

vi. p, 9, 1. 40. Theif palace. Now the Riccardi Palace. 

vi. P» 9i 1 . 41. Arms and insignia of the Commune. A red cross on a white 
ground. 

vi p. zo, 1 . iz. Leo X. Elected March 13, 1513; died XS2Z. 

vi p. 10, /. 15. Salviati. Son-in-law of Lorenzo the Magnificent, was 
gonfalonier for only two months in 13x4. 

vii. p. 10, 1 . 25. The Cavaltcre Bandinello's father. Of the son, the eiuiiient 
and most unpleasing sculptor, and CeUiui’s rival and enemy, much will 
be heard in the later part of the Memoirs. The father's name was Brandini; 
his son changed it to Bandinello. He was a goldsmith of great ability. 
See Vasari's life of his son the sculptor, vpl. vi. 

vii. p. 10, 1 . 28. Coal-chandler. Bacci says this is a mistake; that his 
father was a blacksmith. 

viii. p. II, 1 . 17. Giovannino de* Media. The famous Giovanni clelle 
Bande Nere, of the younger branch of the family, great -grand-nephew of 
Cosimo, pater patriae. His mother was the celebrated Caterina Sforza; 
his son was Cosimo, the first Grand Duke of Florence. After a most dis- 
tinguished career he died in 1526, at the age of twenty-eight, at Govemo, 
killed by the Imperialist troops. Cellini wrote a eulogistic sonnet to his 
memory. See Mabcllini, Rime, p. 215. 

viii. p. II, I, 38. The Eight. The (Timiiial magistracy of the city. 

ix. p. 12, /. 13. Pope Clement Clement VII. Later, one of Cellini’s chief 
patrons. He was Giulio de* Medici, natural son of Giuliano, the brother of 
Ixirenzo II. Magnifico. Elected Pope 1523; <lied 1533. 

ix. p. X3, 1 . 5. Had me dismissed. Bacci, op. cit., p. 12, giy|^ a quotation 
from a document in the archives which puts a different complexion on this 
There Giovanni is described as senex et inhabilis ad softandum, but, on 
account of his long service, gets a ^maU pension. 

X, p. 14, 1 . 26. Cecchino. Dimmiitive of Francesco. 

X. p. 15, 1 . 13. Fish Stone. The fish-market on the quay. 

• xii. p. 17, 1 . 5. Torrigiani. Popularly known as the man who broke 
Michael Angelo’s nose, was a Florentine sculptor of eminence, whose work 
is well known in England from his monument to Henry Vll. in Westminster 
Abbey. He went from England to Spain, where ho felt himself to be st) 
badly treated that, accordmg to reyK^rt, he starved bimsidf to death 
Cellini's de.scription of him is borne out by \'asari in his life of him, vol. iv 

xii. p. 17, 1. 22. Cartoon of that most divine master. Cellini never swerved 
from his loyalty to and admiration of Michael Angelo. The cartoon referred 
to was executed in 1504-5 for the Sala del ConsigUo in the Palazzo Vecchk) 
Hardly anything remains of it or of Leonardo’s. Michael Angelo’s repre- 
sented an episode in the. battle of Casema in the war with Pisa ; Leonardo’ r, 
the battle of Anghiari. 

xii. p. 17,1. 41. Great chapel of Pope Julius. The Sistinc Chapel, Rome. 

xiii. p. 18, 1. 3. Church of the Carmine . . . chapel of Masaccio. The 
Brancacci Chapel in the Carmine, Florence, decorated by Masaccio 
(died 1428) with incidents in the life of St. Peter. 

xiii. p. 18, 1 . 18. Francesco . . . son of Filippo. I'llippo is Filippino Lippi, 
the erniiient painter (died 1504), sou of the still more celebrated Fra Lippu 
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lippi. Cellini's friend, better known as Giovanfrancesco, gained neat 
distinction in his own art. * 

ziii. p. 18, 1. 35. II Tasso (1500-55), was architect as well as carver 
in wood, and designed the lx>ggia of the Mercato Nuovo. See Vasari, ed. 
Milanese (full reference in Index). 

xiii. />. 19, /. 3. Gate of San Pier Gattolini. Better known as the Porta 
Romana. 

xiv. p. 20, 1. 16. Rotonda. The Church of Santa Maria della Rotonda 
in Rome, the ancient Pantheon. 

XV. p. 22, /. 19. Salvadore and Michele Guasconlt. Cellini speaks of 
Salvad(^re very amiably in his Treatises, p. 4. 

xvi. p. 22, /. 34. In a cloak. Unless a man was a soldier, his wearing of a 
cloak instead of a citizen's mantle by day, was held to be a sign of ruffianism. 

xvi. p. 22, 1. 42. Pfintivalle della Stufa. A strong partisan of the Medici; 
he^aded a conspiracy in their favour against the gonfalonier Soderini. He 
was made a senator by Duke Alessandro in 1532. Died 1561. 

xvi. p. 23, 1. II. Puritan fellows, with the tails of thetr hoods twisted up. 
This was the mark of the democratic party, republicans who clung to the 
principles of Savonarola. 

xvi. p. 23, /. 16. Four bushels of flour. The fine was really twelve bushels. 
See Bacci, p. 32. 

xvi. p. 23, 1. 17. Murate convent. A celebrated convent of closely immured 
nuns in Florence. Catherine Sfijrza died and was buried th^rc. 

xvi. p. 24, /. 19. Nor dtd I do them the very least harm. This is not true. 
Benvenuto wounded Gherardo Guasconti and another man very severely; 
and for his violeu^ -=• was condemned to death by the Eight Sec Bacci, p. 32. 

xviii. p. 24, 1. 25. lionta Maria Novella. The well-known Dominican 
church in Florence. 

xviii. p. 24, /. 26, Stroszi. This was th(* fruir who afterwards 

betrayed Frii Benedetto da Foiano See note to p. 186, 1. 31. 

xviii. p 25, 1. 22. Benedetto da Monte Vnreht. The di.stingtiished poet, 
scholar, and historian commonly known as Varchi, born 1503, died 1565. He 
was ever a gooil friend to Cellini, wrote a sonnet on his supposed death 
(see p. 130), and, what is more creditable to him, refused to revise Cellini's 
manuscript. See p. i, 

xix. p. 25, I, 35. The Pallia. River below Orvieto. 
xix. p. 26, 1. 4. Bishop of Salamanca. Francesco de Bobadilla came to 
Rome in 1517 to attend the Lateran Council; was with Pope Clement VII. 
in the castle of St. Angelo, during the siege, m 1527. 

xix. p. 26, /. 6. Gianfrancesco. tiian Francesco Penni, Florentine painter, 
a favourite pupil and part -heir of Raphael. He and (iiulio Romano strove 
to complete some of Raphael's unfinis>hcd works. He w»as sumamed fi 
Fattore. Born 1496, died 153O. See hi? life by Vasari, vol. iv. 
xix. p. 26, /. II. Chapel of Michel Agnolo, i.e. the Sisimc Chapel. 

House of Agostino Chtgt. Built about 1510 from designs of Peruzzi. After 
1580 it became known as the Villa Famesina. 

xix. p. 26, 1. 32. Madonna Porzia. Sigisinondo Chigi's wife was caiied 
Sulpizia. She had a sister Porzia. See Bacci, n. 39. 

xix. p. 27, 1. 7. Figure of Jupiter. In Rapnael’s painted story of Cupid 
and Psyche in the Chigi psilace. 

xxiii. p. 31, /. 14. Ferragosto, i.e. Ferias Augusti, a Roman festival on 
the ist of August. 

XXV. p. 35, 1. 19. Cardinal Cibo . . . orderetl a vase. Cellini refers to this 
vase and to Salamanca's in the Treatises, p. 84. Cibo was a nephew ol 
LeoX. 

XXV. p. 35, 1. 21. Cardinal Comaro. Marco Cornaro, nephew of the 
pueen of Cyprus. Died hi Venice, where he had gone to escape the plague 
in 1524 < 

XXV. p. 35, 1. 2z. Cardinals Ridolfi and Salviati were both nephews of 
I.eo X. For Cellini's quarrel with the latter, see p. 88. 
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XXV. 35, 1. 31. Leda with her swan. This medal may possibly be 
idpirticai with a cameo now in Vienna. See Plon, p. 140. 

xxvi. p. 36, 1 . I. St. John’s day is the chief Florentine festival, 
xxvi. p. 36, 1. 3. Jfosso. A distinguished Florentine painter, and one 
of the attists whom Francis I. patronised, resided for some time at the 
French court. After a series of misfortunes he poisoned himself in 1541. 
See Vasari, vol. v. 

xxvi. p. 36, /. 0. Jfienxo da Cert. A noted captain of adventurers, at 
this time in the sei*\ ice of France. 

xxvi. p. 37, 1. 22. Caradosso. Noted medallist and goldsmith. Better 
known as Ambrogio Foppa. For Cellini’s story of his nickname and his 
opinion of him, see Treatise on Goldsmithing, pp. 17, 45, 51. 

xxvi. p. 37, /. 23. Paxes. Small tablets with sacred images and emblems, 
which arc hung in Italian churches to be kissed by the faithful. 

xxvii. p. 38, /. 6. At this time, i.e. 1523. The plague had been at its height 
the year before. 

xxviii. p. 39, 1. 29. Giacomo Berengario da Carpi. A very distinguished 
physician and surgeon, professor at Bologna. Died in Ferrara, and 
bequeathed his fortune to the Duke. For the later story of the vases, 
see p. 212. 

xxix. p. 41, 1. 18. Jacocacci. Probably Cardinal Jacobacci. 

XXX. p. 42, 1. 39. Mich A .ignolo. The Sienese sculptor, must not be con- 
fused with the great Buonarroti. His most famous work was the monument 
of Adrian VL in the German church, Santa Maria dell’ Anima. But 
Peruzzi made the design for it. 

XXX. p. 43, I 3. Gtulio Romano <1492-1546). Celebrated painter and 
architect; pupil and heir of Raphael. Worked for Clement VII., for the 
Chigi, and afterwards in the famous Palace del T6 at Mantua. Sec Vasari, 
vol. v. 

XXX. p. 43, 1. 17. Bachiacca. Either Francesco or Antonio Verdi, twin 
brothers, who both bore this surname. The former was a miniature painter, 
the latter an embroiderer. 

xxxii. p. 48, 1. 39, Lutgi Pulci. Grandson of the famous author of the 
Morgante. 

xxxiv. />. 53, /. 23. The whole world was in arms. The war between Charles V. 
and Francis I. had broken out in 1521. At the moment referred to by 
Cellini the Pope had broken with the Emperor, who was sending the 
Constable of Bourbon to attack Rome (1527). 

xxxiv. p. 53, /. 24. Giovanni dd Medici, i.e. Giovanni delle Bande Nere. 
xxxiv. />. 53, i..33. Bourbon. Charles of Bourbon broke with his cousin, 
Francis I., in 1523, and joined the Emperor. Now at the head of a body of 
.Germans and cosmopolitan bandits he was marching on Rome. He was 
killed by a shot from the walls. Cellini claims the credit of the deed; but 
no one ccmfirnis his statement. 

xxxiv. p. 53, 1. 36. The Colonnesi. Headed by Pompeo Colonna, they 
roused the populace, and forced Clement to take refuge in St. Angelo till 
he signed a treaty in favour of the Emperor, 1526. 

xxxiv. p. 54, /. 28. Orazio Baglioni. One of the great and fierce Perugian 
family of that name. He was a prisoner of the Pope in St. Angelo; but 
Clement released him for the defence of the castle and the city. He 
was afterwards commander of the Bande Nere. Died fighting at Naples, 
1528. 

XXXV. p. 56, 1. 27. Duke of Urbino. Francesco Maria della Rovere, 
general of the papal troops. Cellini’s veiled taunt (/. 37) was well deserved 
by his incapacity and probable treachery. 

xxxvi. p. 56, /. 41. Cardinal dd Gaddi. Given as a hostage to the 
Imperialists, and sent to Naples. When Alessandr(» de* Medid was mur- 
ilered, he made a vain attempt to re-establish the Florentine republic. 
Died 1552. lie appears more than once in Cellini’s story. 

XXXVI. p. 57, / 24. Cardinal Farnese. Afterwards Pope Paul III. 
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xxxvi. p. 58, 1. 25. Revenged my father on , . . Satviati. See p. 10. 
xxxvi. p, 58, /. 29. Had ! kiUed him. An allusion to Cellini’s lon^r im> 
prisonmcnt in St. Angelo by Pope Paul III. * 

xxxvii. p. 60, /. 6. Gian di Urbino. A distinguished Spanish captaui 
serving under the Prince of Orange. , 

xxxviii. p. 60, 1. 23. Filippo Strozzi. Married a daughter of Piero de* 
Medici, but was one of the sturdiest opponents of that family. After the 
unfortunate battle of Montcmurlo he lullerl himself, or was killed by the 
orders of Duke Cosimo, in prison in 1539. 

xxxviii. p, 60, 1 35. Made myself a Utile furnace. See Treatises, p. 82. 
xxxviii. p. 61,1. 11, Prince of Orange. Philibert de Chilons deserted the 
service of Francis I. for that of the Emperor, and succeeded Bourbon as 
head of the besieging army. Died 1530 at the battle of Gavmana. 

xxxix. p. 62, 1. 9. Peace was made. The castle surrendered on the 5th of 
June; but Clement remained a prisoner till December 8. 

Though Benvenuto certainly helped in the defence of St. Angelo, his 
account of the siege and his own prowess must be received with caution. 
For the chief authorities on the sack of Rome see Bacci, op. cit., p. 71. 

xl. p. 63, 1. 36. Palazzo del Te. Outside the Porta Pusteria at Mantua, 
built by Giulio Romano, and decorated by hiiii and other distinguished 
artists. 

xl. p. 63, 1. 40. Reliquary for the Blood of Christ. See Plori, p. 156. 
xl. p. 64, /. 12. The Cardinal his brother. Ercole, brother of Duke (at 
this time Marquis) Frederico Gonzaga, was Bishop of Mantua, and Cardinal 
in 1527. Regent after his brother’s death. Died while presiding over the 
Council of Trent 1 963. 

xl. p. 64, 1. *9. 'itgncr Giovanni, i.c. Giovanni delle Bande Nere. 
xl. p. 64, 1. 41. Died of the plague. About 40,000 persons died in Florence 
between May and November, 1527. 
xl. p. 65, /. I. JAperaia, i.e. Reparata. 

xli. p. 65, /. 32. Medici . . . exiled. When Clement was shut up in St. 
Aneelo, the Florentines took the opportunity of restoring the republic 
under the gonfalonier Niccolo Capponi But when the Pope made peace 
with the Emperor, he besieged Florence, and took it ; an I Alessandro de* 
Medici became Duke. 

xli. p. 66, 1. 43. Luigi Alamanni. Man of letters and poet, one of the 
most dbtinguished opponents of the Mediccan tyranny, was exiled to 
France, where he lived under the protection of Francis I. Died 1556. 

xliii. p. 69, 1. 14. Sot money enough. This hardly agrees with his earlier 
statement on p. 85. 

xliii. p 70, i. 15. Button for my cope. This famous piece of Cellini’s 
workmanship was, accorduig to Plou (p. 145), taken out of its setting, and 
the gold of It along with that of other precious jewels helped to pay the 
war tributes of Napoleon. 

xlv. p. 73, 1 15. Dies made for his money. See Treatises, p. 67. 
xlv. p. 73, /. 19. Daiary. The Papal Datario was the chief secretary of 
the office for requests, petitions, and patents. 

xlvi. p. 75, 1. 14 Giovanni Gaddi. Florentine, a great patron of art and 
letters. He w.is the dean of the Apostolic Camera, or Exchequer, 
xlvi. p. 75, 1. 18. Antonio Allegretti. Florentine poet, 
xlvi. p. 75, 1. 19. A nnibal Caro (1507-1566). Gatldi’s secretary, one of the 
most celebrated writers of the day. He was a good friend of Cellini, though 
well aware ot his incorrigible temper. See Plou, p. 95. 

xlvi. p. 75, /. 20. Messer Bastiano the Venetian (1.185-1547). The famous 
painter, better known as Sebastian del Piombo. See Vasari, vol. v. 
xlvi. p. 75, 1. 42. Com of the value of two carlins. See Treatises, p. 68. 
xlvii. p. 7t), 1. 19. Bargello, i.e. the chief of police, 
xlvii. p. 76, /. 33. Beftino .4 Idobrandi. An account of him and of his 
death is given by Varchi, Storia Ftor. 1 . xi. 
xUx. p. 78, /. 22. Torre di Sana. The criminal prisons. 
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xlix. p. 79, 1, 15. That valiant soul passed out. For an account of Cecchino 
Cell^i’s death see Vjurchi, Storia Fior, 1. xi 

L 79f I- Church of the Florentines, The original S. Giovanni de* 
Fiorentini, Rome, was begun under the pontificate of Leo X. Jacopo da 
Sansovino, San Gallo, and Michael Angelo were the architects. 

P- 79i 1- 26. Epigram. This memorial inscription is no longer to be 
read in the church. 

b p» 79» I- 34* Cecchino del Piffero^ i.e. F^ank, the piper’s son. 

1. p, 80, 1, 8. Real Cellini arms, Plon, p. a, reproduces a drawing of the 
family arms from the hand of Benvenuto, which is in the National library 
at Flwence. 

iii- P* 27- Francesco del Nero, who cast suspicion on Cellini, was 
not too honest himself, according to report. He was suspected of appro- 
priating to himself the public funds in Florence when he was depositario 
there. See Varchi, 1. iii. 

lii. p, 83, 1, 28. Bishop of Vaisont near Avignon. He was Girolamo Schio, 
Clement's confessor. 

Iv. p. 85, /. 42. Huge inundation, October 8 and 9, 1530. According to 
its historian Comesio, this took place without wanting, no rains having 
fallen for some time back. 

Ivi. p. 86, /. 42. Fraternity of the Piombo, The Piombo is the office in 
the Papal court where seals of lead (piombo) are attached to Bulls. Laymen 
were sometimes appointed to it, among the most famous being the great 
architect Bramante and Scbastiano Veneziano (del Piombo). When the 
latter got it, it was his undoing, for he did little more work. 

Ivi. p. 87, /. 40. Bartolommeo Valori. I'lorentine, devoted to the Medici 
till he experienced their ingratitude, when he joined Filippo Strozzi's 
conspiracy. Beheaded in 1537. See Varchi, U. xii. and xiv. 

IvL p. 88, 1, 14. Roberto Pucci, Florentine, also a Medici partisan, but 
more faithful than Valori. He tried to persuade Clement against attacking 
Florence. 

Ivii. p. 88, /. 26. Pope went ... to Bologna — to meet Charles V. and 
discuss a lea^e against the Turks, also a council about religious differences. 

lx. p, 9Z, 1. 36. Tobbia. It appears he was not a Milanese but a Camerinian. 

lx. p. 92, /. 9. King Francis. He and Clement met at Marseilles in Z533» 
at the marriage of Catherine de’ Medici and the Due d’Orl6ans, son of the 
French King. 

lx. p, 92, I, 32. Wardrobe. This apartment was aruioiiry and general 
store-nouse in the palace. 

P' 93i Take away the Mini from me. This was probably at 

the end of i533- 

Ixii. p, 97, i. 7. My chalice in my hand. For a description of this work, 
which was finished by Niccolo Santini, see Plon, pp. 162 et seq. 

Ixiii. p, 98, I. zz. Felice. Felice Guadagni, one of Benvenuto’s most 
faithful friends. 

Uv. p. xoz, 1. 21. Badia di Farfa. In the Sabine hills. 

Ixvii. p. Z03, 1 . 38. Cardinal de* Medici. IppoUto de' Medici, natural 
son of Julian, Duke of Nemours, was as much soldier as Churchman. He 
conspired against Alessandro; then offered his services to Charles V. in 
the expedition to Tunis; but died in Apulia in 1555, some say poisoned. 

Ixvii. p. 104, 1. 13. Gtovanbatisia SaveUo. A Roman gentleman, captain of 
cavalry troops in the service of Clement VII. At Palombara, about twenty 
miles from Rome, near Mte. Genuaro, can still be seen the Savelli Castle. 

Ixvii. p. Z04, /. 21. Solosmeo. Antonio da Settignano, a mediocre sculptor, 
pupil of Sansovino. He was only one of several artists employed on the 
tomb of Piero de’ Medici (son of lx>reiizo il Magnifico, drowued X304)- 
Their common hatred of Handinelli was a bond between him and CeUini. 
See Vasari’s Life «>( Baiidinelli,” vol. vi. 

Ixviii. p. 104, /. 37. Carlo Ginori. Gonfalonier of Florence for two months 
ill 1527* 
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Ixviii. p. 105, 1. 36. VUefoy of Naples. Pietro Alvarez de Toledo, Marquis 
of Villafranca. Elected 1532. Died 1553. ^ 

Ixx. p. 108, 1. Z3. Peace was represented. The medal was to celebrate the 
peace which lasted from 1330 to 1536. For another description of it see 
Preatises, p. 73. * 

Ixx. p. 108, 1. 23. Carnesecchi. A Florentine, secretary of Clement VIL, 
and a great patron of letters. He became acquainted uith Valdes in Naples, 
and Melanchtbon in France, and his opinions being much influenced 
by theirs, he was accused of heresy, and beheaded and burnt in Rome 
in 1567. 

Ixx. p. 108, /. 31. Ut bivat populus. In allusion to a neat well sunk by 
Clement in 1528 at Orvieto, the monumental part of which was made by 
Antonio da San Gallo. The medal is described in Treatises, p. 73. The dies 
are preserved in the Uihzi. 

Ixxii. p. 110, 1 . 8. The Pope died. September 25, 1534. 

Ixxiv. p. XII, 1. 42. Cardinal Cornaro. Francesco Cornaro, brother of 
the Marco Cornaro mentioned on p. 35. 

Ixxiv. p. 1 12, 1. 33. Cardinal Farnese was made Pope. Alessandro 
Famese, elected Pope as Paul 111 ., October 13, 1534. 

Ixxiv. p. 1 12, /. 37. Latino Juvinale (or Giovenale) de* Manetti. Cele- 
brated as poet and scholar, a friend of Bembo, of Castiglione, and of all 
the cliief men of letters of his day. 

Ixxv. p. 113, 1. 15. Saint Paul. See Plon, p. 199. 

Ixxv. p. 1 1 3, 1. 25. Holy Maries in August. A Florentine name for the 
feast of the Assumption, 15 August. Cellini was liberated by the Con- 
fraternity of the Pinchers. 

Ixxv. p. iij, 1. 28. Another safe-conduct. A translation of the text of 
this new motu proprio is given by Plon, p. 33. 

Ixxv. />. 113, 1. 34. Pier Luigi Farnese. Sou of Pope Paul III., had honours 
and oflices heaped on him by his father. In 1545 he was made Duke of 
Parmo and Piacenza. He was a vrorthless and dangerous scoundrel. His 
own courtiers rid the world of him in 1547. 

Ixxvi. p. H5, 1. 31, H Inbohno (1500-50). Niccolo de* F*ericoli, 
Finn mine sculptor and architect, pupil of Jacopo Sansovino, did some 
important works in Rome, Bologna, and Loreto. His chief employers were 
the Medici. Made a model of the city of Florence for Clement VII. during 
the siege. See Vasari, vol. vi. 

Ixxvi. p. 1 1 5, 1. 33. facopo del Sansovino. Giacopo Tatti, Florentine 
sculptor, pupil of ^idrea Coiitucci dal Monte a Sansovino. At the sack of 
Rome he went to Venice, after which he w'as mainly engaged in architecture. 
Died 1570. Sec Vasari (ed. Milanesi, vol. ix. Index). 

Ixxvi. p. 1 16, /. I. Lorenzo Cibo. Brother of Cardinal Cibo. He 'was 
jealous of Ales$andro*s attentions to bis wife, and conspired with the 
Cardinal de* Medici against the Duke. 

Ixxvi. p. Z16, 1. 13. Ser Maurizio. A Milanese, head of the Florentine 
criminal court. Segni calls him cruel and bestial** in the execution of 
his ofiice. 

Ixxvi. p. 116, 1. 22. The Duke. Ercole II., Duke of Ferrara. 

Ixxvi. p. 1 16, 1. 34. Jacopo Nardi (1476-1563). The celebrated Florentine 
historian, and one of the most patriotic and upright of the anti-Medicean 
party. Exiled to Leghorn in 1530, and afterwards to Venice, where he 
wTote the history of his country and translated Livy. The two Beniiitendis 
were exiled in 1530. Niccol6 had been one of the Eight. 

Ixxvi. p. 121, 1. 12. Dies for his money. Cellini refers to his Florentine 
coins in the Treatises, p. 68. 

Ixxvi. p. 122, /. 13. His wife ... in Naples. Margaret of Austria, the 
illegitimate daughter of the Emperor, betrothed to Alessandro in 1530. 
The marriage took place in Naples, 1536. When she arrived in Florence, 
some months later, she was fourteen. 

Ixxvi. p. 122, 1. 26. His Lorensino. Of the younger branch of the Medici 
2A 
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family, son of Pierfrancesco. He murdered his cousin Alessandro in 1537; 


Ixxxi. ^. ,X2S, L 29. Ottaviano Medici. A distant connection of the 
Duke's, being descended from neithtf Cosimo Paten-patriae nor his brother 
Lorenzo, He gained great power; was even suggested as Alessandro’s 
successor; but was ezceedin^y unj^pular. 

IxxxL p. X24, 1. 2. Reverse worthy of his ExceUencv. So Lorenzino grimly 
jests a^ut his murderous project, which was long m his mind. 

Ixxziv. p. x28, /. 2. MiMio Fratuesi. Well known and very popular in 
the literary society of the day as a burlesque poet and a wit. 

Ixxxiv. p. X30, /. 39. Wh^ thou didst shadow. A reference to Cellini’s 
representation of the Almighty on the Pope’s button. See p. 70. In the 
original MS. the Sonnet is signed by Varchi. 

Ixxxvi p. X33, 1. xo. Cellini arrived in Florence, November 9, X535. 

Uxxvi. p. X33, L 33. Giorgetto Vassellario^ i.e. Giorgio Vasari (15x2- 
74), the painter, and famous biographer of Italian artists. In spite of 
their differences, his judgment of Cellmi was just and even lenient, though 
he did not write a separate Life of him. Vasari also speaks well of Manno 
the goldsmith, mentioned in this curious anecdote. 

Ixxxviii. p. X35, 1. 29. Francesco Soderini. Banished to Spello in 1530 
as an enemy to the Medici. 

Ixxxviii. p. Z35, 1. 38. Duke Alessandro was Pope Clement* s son. This was 
the general rumour; but some said his father was Lorenzo, Duke of Urbino. 

Ixxxix. p. X37, 1 . 32. Death of Duke Alessandro. He was murdered by 
Lorenzino de’ Medici on the night of the 5th January, 1537. 

Ixxxix. p. X38, /. 13. Cosimo . . . was made Duke. Cosimo was elected 
on January 9, 1537. 

xc. p. X38, /. 30. Tunis expedition. Here Cellini has turned back a year 
or two. The Emperor reached Naples from Tunis, November 30, 1535. He 
entered Rome, April 5, 1536. 

xc. p. 138, 1. 33. Respecting the crucifix, the book of Offices, etc., see 
Treatises, pp. 32, 33. 

xcii. p. Z41, /. 43. For an interesting account of the tinting of the diamond, 
see Treatises, pp. 32-39. 

xciii. p, 144, 1. X3. Signor Sforza. His mother was the daughter of Paul 
III. He afterwards became a distinguished captain, first in the Imperial, 
and later in the French army. 

xciii. p. Z44, 1. ig. Ascanio. This boy makes many appearances in Cellini’s 
Memoirs. He accompanied him to France, and remained there after he 
left, as goldsmith to Henri II. He married a daughter of the famous delU 
Robbia family of artists. It appears that he became Seigneur de Beaulieu. 

xciv. p. 147, /. 17. Berhbo. Born Venice, 1470, died X547» elected Car- 
'dinal 2539, but better known as a man of letters and a patron of learning 
than as a Churchman. 

xciv. p. X47, /. 26. His portrait. It is very doubtful whether the medal 
was ever finished by Cellini. See Plon on the subject, p. 328. 

xcv. p. 148, 1. 28. The war, i.e. between the Imperialists and the French 
in Piedmont, terminated by the Treaty of Nice, 1537* 

xcv. p. 149, 1. 2. Filippo Strozzi. Then at the head of the Florentine 
exiles. See note to p. 60, 1. 23. 

xcviii. p. 152, /. 37. Antonio da San Gallo. The younger, pupil of his 
uncles Antonio and GiuUano, worked at Loreto, Orvieto, and Rome, where 
he was employed on St. Peter’s. See his Life by Vasari, vol. v. 

xcviiL p. X53, 1. 35. Cardinal of Ferrara. Ippolito d’Esle, son of Alfonso, 
Duke of Ferrara. Lived some time at the court of France. A patron of art 


and letters. 

xeix. p, 154, 1. XI. A River. Probably the Doveria in the Val di Vedro, 
Tyrol, 

c. p. 157, /. 6 . Girolamo Orsini. Lord of Bracciano, a famous soldier. 
His wife was Francesca Sforza. His son, Duke of Bracciano, mairied Duke 
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G)simo*s daughter, Isabella, killed her, and then married Vittoria Accor- 
axnboni, the heroine of Webster’s White Deuii, 
c. f>. 158, 1. 41. A taste of prison. He was arrested October z6, 1538. 
ciii. p. z6x, 1 . Z3. Cesare Iscatinaro. This should be Giovan Bartolommeo 
Gattinara, who discussed the arrangements (which fell through) with 
Clement V 11 . for the capitulation. 

ciii. p. 162, 1 . 7. Speaking these words. The official report of the interro- 
gating exists, and was published by Bertolotti. There Benvenuto seems 
to play a less hardy and less eloquent part. 

civ. p. Z62, 1. zo. Monseigneur de Montluc. Afterwards Bishop of Valence. 
Chief agent in toe election of Hehri of Anjou to the throne of Poland. 
Ills brother Blaise was the celebrated Marshal. 

civ. p. X63, /. 33. Friar of the Pallavicim family. Imprisoned in Z538 
(probably not for the last time) for over seven months as a heretic. He was 
Imown as a celebrated preacher. 

cvi. p. X67, 1. 4. Jeronimo the Perugian. Cellini's former assistant, 
who travelled with him to France, and at whose instigation he was 
imprisoned. 

cx. p. 172, 1. 35- Church of the Traspontina, i.e. S. Maria della traspontina. 
cx. p. i73» I- 9- The Duchess. Natural daughter of the Emperor, married 
Alessandro de’ Medici, and after his murder, Ottavio Famese, nephew of 
Paul III. She made her entry into Rome on November 3, 1538. 

cxi. p. X75, /. 2Z. College of Parco Majori. The Collegi degli Abbrevia- 
tori di Parco maggiore e minore, instituted by Pope Paul 11 . Alessandro 
Famese (Paul III.) did, indeed, break prison, but it appears it was under 
Innocent VUT. 

cxx. p. 186, 1 . 3Z. Preacher Foiano. Fra Benedetto Tiezzi of Foiano, of 
the Dommican Order, attached to the convent of Sta. Maria Novella, an 
adherent of Savonarola, and a lover of liberty. During the siege of Florence 
he preached eloquently against the Medicean tyranny, and was imprisoned 
by Clement VII. in St. Angelo, and starved to death. 

cxx. p, 187, I. 25. Sammald. Rucsoni and Valeri say the name of this 
horrible oubliette was derived from San Marocco, from the image of a 
saint, or a chapel near its mouth, 

exxiv. p. 192, 1. 42. In Z538. This should be Z539. 
exxv. p. Z93, 1. 8. Durante. Prefect of the Camera, afterwards Bishop of 
Brescia and Cardmal, learned in letters and in law. Benvenuto does not 
shirk charging men of the highest repute with crime. The Leone mentioned 
below was a celebrated sculptor and goldsmith, and somewhat Cellinesque 
III temperament. In 1540 he was sent to the galleys for violence. See his 
Life by Vasari, vol. viu. 

exxvi. p. X95, 1. 25. Cardinal Farnese. Son of Pier Luigi Famese, and 
Archbishop of Parma. He was ambitious for the papacy; but the Medici 
party strenuously opposed him. 

cxxvii. p. 196, /. Z4. Took me out of prison. The date, according to Bacci, 
was December 24, Z539. That at least is the date given in the order for his 
release. But letters of Caro and Alamanni would seem to prove be waa let 
go early in the month. 

cxxviii. p. 197, I. 3. All that afterwards happened to Signor Pier Luigi, 
i.e. his murder eight years later. 

Capitolo. The Capitolo is written in tersa rima. but it has seemed to me 
an indefensible waste of ingenuity to tit English rhymes to what in the 
original is turgid, slipshod, and slovenly. Its subject-matter has enough 
interest to justify a prose translation. 

Capitolo, p. log, 1. 3Z. Yet would He come, etc. Here one is reminded of 
the song of another Italian prisoner of a very different stamp, Fra Jacopone 
da Todi: 


Troppo giaccio a la piscina, 
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Pur aspetto mi sia detto, 

Ch'io im lievi, e tolla *1 letto. 


La mia matre Religione 
Fa graa pianto con sua scorta, 

L’alta voce udir opta, 

Che mi dica, Veccbio surge. 

CapiiclOy p. 19Q. 1. 37. The lilies. The Famcsi arms contained seven 
lilies *'with the hook-like petals”; those of Florence one, and those of 
France three. 

CapitolOf p. Z99, 1. 42. The Archangel Gabriel is generally depicted with 
a lily in pictures of the Annunciation. 

CapitolOt p. 199, /. 55. In his visions he says he had premonitions of the 
death of the castellan and of Pier Luigi. 

CapitolOf p. 200, /. 4. The angel. See p. 197. 

Ca^toloy p. 200, 1. x6. Was never lion^ etc. In this and the following lines 
Pier Luigi is meant. 

Capitoh^ p. 200, 1. 27. November. He had told the jailers he would be 
released in November. 


BOOK II 

i. p. 202» 1. 12. St. Ambrogio pursuing the Arians. St. Ambrose is the 
patron saint of Milan. At the battle of Parabiago, 1339, he is said to have 
suddenly ^peared on horseback in aid of bis countryincii against Lodovico 
Visconti. Ever after he was pictorially represented as a horseman, but 
dressed in pontifical robes. For this medal see Plon, p. 192. 

li. p. 203, 1. 40. This work. For its execution see p. 248. 

iii. p. 204, 1. 10. Tornon. Cardinal Tournon, a famous minister of 
Francis I. 

iii. p. 204, /. 39. Monte Ruost, i.e. Monterosi, between Rome and Viterbo, 
on the road to Florence. 

iv. p. 207, 1. 40. Slaggia. Between Siena and Poggibonsi. 

V. p. 208, /. 5. Duke of Amalfi. Alfonso Piccoloniini, governor of Siena 
for Charles V. , 

vi. p. 209, /. 34. More than 300,000 ducats. The sum was 180,000, in 
return for which the investiture of the D’Fstes was confirmed. 

vii. p. 211, 1. 35. Ring for the cramp. These metal rings are still in vr)gue 
for various ailments. 

viii. p. 212,1. II. Alfonso de* Trotti. This minister of the Duke of Ferrara 
w'as afterwards a tenant of Cellini in a house he bad in the Piazza S. Maria 
Novella, Florence. See Biaiirhi, p. 528. 

viii. p, 213, 1. 9, Paid me wretchedly. This hardly agrees with his earlier 
version of the story. See p. 40. 

ix. p. 2x4, /, 6. The misgiving. He does not explain what it was he feared. 

ix. p. 2x4, 1. 16. Fontainebleau, Cellini probably airivcd there September 

1540. 

X. p. 2X6, 1. ig. Dauphini. Dimier says Francis was in Paris at the time. 

xi. p. 2x7, /. 17. 7 hat infinite beauty. See p. 190. 

xii. p. 219, 1. 2. Petit Nesle. Part of the famous Chateau <yt Tour de 
Nesle, on the left bank of the Seine. The Institute and the Mint occupy 
its site to-day. 

XV. p. 221, 1. 43. Madame d’Etampes. Anne de Pisseleu had been a maid 
of honour of Francis’s mother, Louise of Savoie. Her husband, Jean de 
Brosse, was made Due d'Etampes. As the King’s mistress she wielded 
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great power, but her influence was partly due to her own strong mind and 
will. In her*later years she became a Calvinist. She died 1576. 

Cardinal of Lorraine. Sen of Ren 4 II., Duke of Lorraine and tRular 
King of Jerusalem. 

XV. p. 222, 1. 2. King of Navarre. Henri II. Marguerite de Valois, his 
wife, sister of Francis I., was one of the most justly distinguished women 
of her generation. She was the author of the Heptameron^ and a staunch 
friend to freedom of thought. 

XV. p. 222, 1. 3. Dauphtn. Afterwards Henri II. His wife was Catherine 
de* Medici. 

xyii. p. 224, 1. 25. Pont du Change. The Pont Neuf now takes its place, 
xix. p. 228, /. 8. Piero Stroxzi. Son of Filippo Strozzi. After the defeat 
of the Florentine exiles at Montemurlo he entered the service of Francis I., 
who made him a marshal 

xix. p. 228, 1. 9. Letters of naturalisation. The document is given by 
Bianchi, p. 579. The King's letter putting him in possession of the Petit 
Nesle will also be found in Bianchi, p. 581. 

XX. p. 229, 1. 32. Twelve leagues. "Leagues** should be "miles.** 
xxi. p. 230, 1. 12. That diaboltc war. For about five years, 1537-1542, 
there had been peace between Charles V. and Francis I. War broke out 
again in May 1542, and lasted till the Treaty of Cr^py, 1544. 

xxi. p. 230, 1. 40. The Nymph was never placed on the chateau rkor. 
After the death of Francis I. it was given by Henri II. to Diane de Poitiers, 
who placed it above her door at Anet. It is now in the Louvxe. 

xxi. p. 231, 1. 6. The Salamander. The device of Francis I. It is seen 
on many royal buildings and coins of his time. 

xxiv, p. 234, t. I . uutdo Guidt. Bom in Florence, grandson of the painter 
Domenico del Ghixlandajo, was in France from 1542 to 1548 as court 
physician. Afterwards he was professor at Pisa. His book on medicine, or 
rather on surgery, mentioned here, was a translation of Hippocrates and 
Galen, printed at Paris, 1544. Guido's printer (and Benvenuto's evicted 
tenant) was Pierre Gauthier. 

xxvi. p 235, 1. 39. Ffimaticcio was employed by Francois I., Henri II., 
and Francois II. See his Life by Vasari, vol. vii. 

xxvii. p, 237, 1 . 30. Dante . . . made use of this saying. The reference 
is to 

Pape Satan, pape Satan aleppe, 

Coiainci6 Pluto con la voce chioccia. 

Inf. vii. I. 

Cellini's interpretation is only a little more fantastic than that of the 
other commentators of whom he speaks so contemptuously. It is possible 
that Dante, was in Paris. It is doubtful if Giotto ever was; and of their 
journey there in company there is no evidence at all. 

xxxiii. p. 246, //. 5-9. 'Bologfia . . . knew ... I was right. But it seero3 
lYimaiiccio got the commission after all. It may have been after the 
departure of Cellini. 

xxxiv. p. 246, 1. 27 Prior of Capua. Leone Strozzi. Like his brother 
I'lero he was in the service of France. Was killed in the Sienese war in 1554. 

xxxvi. p. 248, /. 6. The salt-cellar. This is one of the most famous of 
Cellini’s existing works. It is now in Vienna. It was given to the Archduke 
Ferdinand of Austria, and remained for some time in his castle of Ambras 
in the Tyrol. After his death it was sold to the Emperor Rudolf II. See 
Plon, p. 168. 

xxxvii. p. 249, /. 9. The Laocoon, etc. Primaticcio was helped in the cast- 
ing of these copies by Vignola. Some of the casts are preserved in the 
Louvre. 

xxxviii. />. 250, /. 37. The Emperor . . . advancing on Paris. Charles V. in 
1544 occupied Luxembourg, entered Champagne, and it looked as if the 
siege of Paris was at hand. 
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xzxiz. p. 2S2t 2. Monseigneur tPAnnehault. Claude d'Annebaut, mar- 
shal and admiral of France. He had been fellow-prisoner with Francis L 
at PLvia, and was deservedly high in the King's favour. 

xl. p. 252, L 39. GfoUer. The famous Jean Grolier, the great collector 
of books and medals. 

xU. p, 253, 1. 37. Jupiter, For this statue see Plon, p. z8z. It was the 
only one of the twelve ordered by Francis which Cellini finished. But no 
trace of it exists. 

xlii. p. 2 s6, I, 33. Le Maine Bourreau (the hangman monk). Other 
readings of CeUini's Lemonnio Bored are Le Dimon Bourreau^ and La 
Maine bourru, i.e. vitu de bourre ou bure. 
xliii. p. 357, /. Z5. Asino Bue. Ass and Ox. 

xliii. p. 357, 1. 17, Bellarmaio. An exiled Sienese, was one of the greatest 
military architects of his time, in spite of Cellini's low opinion of him. 
Franris 1 . appointed him his engineer-in-chief. At this time he fortified 
the faubourgs of Montmartre and Saint Antoine. 

xliii. p. 237, 1. 33. Madame iCEtampes . . . betrayed the King. There 
seems some reason for this statement. From jealousy of Diane de Poitiers 
she is said to have prevented the bridge of Eperuay being destroyed before 
the advance of the Imperial troops. Seeing them on their way to Pari«i> 
Francis had to make ruinous concessions. 

xlviii. p. 261, 1. 27. Peace with the Emperor. The peace of Crepy, Septem- 
ber 18, Z544. But Henry VI 1 1 , was no party to it, and hostilities between 
the French and English lasted till ZS46. 

xlviii. p. 262, /. 36. This account of his leaving France hardly tallies 
with that in the Treatises, p. 144. 

U. p. 266, 1. 14. Landi. Whether the Landi actually did the deed is 
doubtful; but they were in the conspiracy, and in the palart^ at the 
time. 

lii. p. 267, 1. 14. 5 tx young daughters. Two of them took the veil in Sant' 
Orsola, Florence. After the death of her husband Tassi, Liperata married 
one of Celluu's workmen, Paolo Paolini. 

liii. p. 267, 1. 31. Poggio a Cajano. The well-known Mediceaa villa on 
the road to Prato, a few miles from Florence. 

liii. p. 267, /. 39, Duchess. Eleonora di Toledo, daughter of the Viceroy 
of Naples, married Duke Cosimo in 1539. 

hii. p. 268, /. 13. Wonderful school. L’Accademia del Pisegno of Florence, 
liii. p. 268, 1. ^6. Works by .. . Donatello and Michael Angeto The Judith 
of Donatello is m the Loggia dei Lanzi. Michael Angelo's David used to be 
also in the Piazza, but is now in the Belle Arti. 

liv. p. 269, 1. 30. ^House that suited me. The hou.se is in the Via del Rosaio 
(or della Colonna), Florence. The entrance is in the Via della Pergola, 
where a tablet has been placed with the inscription, Casa d\ Benvenuto 
Cellini nella quale formd e gettd *l Perseo e poi v% mori il 14 febbraie 1570-71. 
(It should be 13 Febbraie.) 

liv. p. 270, 1. 4. Pier Francesco Riccio. In spite of Cellini, this major- 
domo was, according to the evidence of distin^ishcd men of his day, .1 
very estimable person. His mind was unsound for some years, but be did 
nut die mad, as Vasari says. 

liv. p. 270, /. 18. Buaccio Bandinello. See note I. vii. zo. Buaccio is a 
wilful misspelling on the part of Cellini. Baccio is the familiar form of 
Bartolommeo. Buaccio means ‘‘great ox." 
liv. p. 370, /. 26. la&so. See note I. xiii. z8. 

Iv. p. 270, 1. 42. Clock hall. In the Palazzo Vccchio. So called from the 
cosmograpbical clock made by Lorenzo della Volpaia for Lorenzr> de' 
Medici, one of the first of its kmd. 

lix. p. 275, /. 10. An angry letter. He refers to this letter in the Treatises, 
p. J45. But there is no mention of the King's demand for account!. Dimier 
has examined the whole matter, and his conclusion is much in beavenuto's 
disfavour. 
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lx. p, 276, t. 10. Antonio Landi. Man of letters as well as Florentine 
merchant, -author of a comedy, II Commodo. 

lx. p. 276, 1. 15. Tabl€‘Cutiing, etc. For Cellini on the treatment c| dia- 
monds see Treatises^ p. 31. 

Ixii. p. 279, 1. 12. Arrival at Venice. Here ends the autograph of the 
lx>y amanuensis. 

Ixii. p. 279, 1. 17. Titian. The great Venetian painter, Tiziano Vecelli, 
born 1477 at Pieve di Cadore, died 1576 at Venice. He was held in the 
highest honour by the Venetian government and people, and lived like 
a neat noble. 

liii. p. 279, f. 18. Jacopo del Sansovino. See note I. Ixxvi. 1x5. 

Ixii. p. 270, 1. 23. Lorenxo Medici. See note I. Ixxxi. 122. 

Ixiii. p. 280, 1. 18. Portrait bust of his Excellency. The bust is now in the 
Bargello, Florence. 

Ixiii. p. 280, 1. 38. For Benvenuto’s theory and practice of bronze- 
casting see Treatises t pp. m et seq. 

Ixv. p. 284, 1. 29. Silver . . . from mv mines. These were at Pictrasant.i 
and Campiglia. From the former the Duke drew about a hundred pounds 
of silver yearly, from the other less. In the seventeenth century they w’ere 
abandoned. 

Ixvi. p. 286, 1. 7. Farm . . . above San Domenico. **0n the Fiesole hill,” 
says Vasari in his ‘*Life of Bandinrlli,” “he bought a very fine ^irm 
called lo Spinello.” 

IxvL p. 286, 1. 28. My only son Who was the mother of this child is not 
known. It has been TOujectured by Guasti that she was Dorotea, his 
model for the Medusa. 

Ixviii. p. ^0;, t /| Af «S(!r S/(f>fza. Sforza Almeni, a Perugian, the Duke’s 
Chamberlain. In 1566 Cosimo killed him with his own hand for revealing 
to his son, Don Francesco, his amours with Eleonora degU Albizzi. 

Ixviii. p. 287, 1. 34. King Philip. Philip II. of Spain, son of Charles V , 
King of Naples and Sicily, and afterwards of England by his marriage with 
Queen Mary. 

Ixix. p, 288, 1. 3. lord Stefano of Palestrino. Stefano Colonna, great 
general and patron of arts 

Ixx. p. 280, 1. xy, Hercules and Cacus. Still in the Piazza at Florence. 
The Florentines were enraged because it deprived them of a great Samson 
by Michael Angelo, (hough its own defects were enough to have inspired 
the ridicule that was poured on it. Some of the sonneteers were imprisoned 
by Duke Alessandro. 

Ixx. p. 289, /. 2X. Sacrwty^ i.e. of San Lorenzo — where are the well- 
known statues of Dawn, Day, Twilight, and Night, with the statues of 
Giuliano de’ Medici, Duke of Nemours, and Lorenzo de’ Medici, Duk^’ of 
Urbino. 

Ixxi. Of this quarrel of Henvenuto and Bandinelli there is a confirmation 
in Vasari’s Life of the latter. There Bandinelli plays a slightly muce 
spirited role. 

Ixxii, p. 292, /. 6, .i polio and Hyacinth. These statues are lost. So is 
the Narcissus. 

Ixxii. p. 292, 1. 29. Arno floods. August, 1547- 

Ixxiii. p. 293, /. 32. Elba. Duke Cosimo’s bust till 178X was on the gate 
of the fortress of Portoferraio. It was afterwards brought to Florence. 

Ixxiii. p. 293, 1. 33. Marble Ganymede. Now in the Uffizi. 

Ixxvi. p. 297, 1. 6. Mona Fiore. His good opinion of her did not last long. 
He dismissed her 1556, employed her again find two years later sent 
her away as a thief. 

Ixxvi. p. 297, /. 15. Those who proclaim to doomed men. The fraternity 
of the Neri, who before a prisoner’s execution spent the last night with him 

Ixxviii. p. 300, 1. 42. Pope Giulto dp Monti. Julius III. (Giovanni Marij 
Ciocchi), elected February 1550. * 

Ixxix. p. 30X, /. 3. Bindo AUoviti. This bust is now in the South Ken 
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sington Museum. Till lately it was in the Palazzo Altoviti in Rome. Altoviti, 
a Florentine, was a rich merchant in Rome, and as an enemy ot the Medici, 
a pa(^ron of many Florentine exiles. 

Ixxix. p. 301, 1. 32. The Forty-eigfii. The Senate of Florence, created 
in 1532 by Clement VII. It was not the first time Duke Cosimo held out 
this bribe'to Michel Agnolo. 

Ixxx. p. 302, 1. j 6. The contract between Benvenuto and Altoviti is 
given by Tassi, vol. iii. pp. 26-34. 

Ixxxi. />. 302, 1. 33. Obtfio was Francesco Amatori. Michael Angelo 
loved this assistant of his like a son. In a letter written after his death he 
calls him un valewte uoftto, pteno di fede e lealtd. 

Ixxxiv. p. 307, 1. 25. l a Bella Franceschina, A popular song of the 
day. 

Ixxxv. p. 308, /. 3. War ivith Siena. 1552. Siena, in the hands of the 
Emperor Charles V., was garrisoned by Spaniards. The Sienese made a 
French alliance, and elected Piero Strozzi as their captain, but were 
defeated in 1555. Cosimo took the side of the Spaniards. The Emperor 
promised him that if the city were saved from the French, it shouM be his. 

Ixxxvi. p. 310, 1. 2. Gates of Turin. In 1543, when Turin was occupied 
by the French, a captain of the Imperial army sent six waggon-loads of 
hay to the gates of the city. The waggons contained soldiers, whose part 
it was to keep the portciillis raised. But the. stratagem failed. 

Ixxxvii. p. 310, /. 12. The Chimera. Now in the Archeological Museum 
at Florence. 

Ixxxvii. p. 310, /, 37, Towards the /.tons, i.e. on the side of the palace 
that looks towcirds the ia dei Leoni. 

Ixxxvii. p. 3 1 1, 1 . 4. Weak health. When the Duchess Eleonora died in 
1562 she had been in bad health many years. 

Ixxxviii. p. 311, 1 . 42. The Prince and Don Gtovanm^ etc. These were 
the sons of Duke G>simo, all young boys at the lime. The Priim', Don 
Francesco, was twelve. 

Ixxxix. p. 313, 1 . 4. The Loggia, i.e. the Loggia dc’ Lanzi, in the Piazzwi 
of Florence. 

Ixxxix. p. 313, 1 . q. San Piero Scheragi^w. This church, which was the 
scene of many notable events in Florenime history, was pulled down in 
1561, to make room for the Uffizi. 

Ixxxix. p. 313, /. li. The Mint was opposite — ^where thoL Post Office 
now stands. 

Ixxxix. p. 313, /. 16. My own door. He means that of his workshop 
enclosure in the Loggia de’ Lanzi. 

Ixxxix. p. 3x3, 1 . c8. Buaccio. Not bis enemy Bandinelli this time, but 
Baccio Baldini, Bemardone’s son, a distinguished physician and scholar, 
and first librarian to the L.aurentian Library. 

xc. p. 314, /. 30. Sonnets. Some of these have been published by Tassi, 
MUanesi, and Mabcllini. 

P- 3i4i L 42. Jacopo da Pontormo (i494-i55b)- A distinguished pupil 
of Andrea del Sarto. See Vasari, vol. vi. 

xc. 315, /. I. Bronzino. Angioli Allori, called II Bronzino (1502-72), 
a pupil of Pontormo, and a distinguished Florentine painter. The Saii'l- 
rino mentioned here is his nephew, also a painter of merit, and, like his 
uncle, a writer of occasional verse. See Vasari, ed. Milanesi (references 
in Index). 

xcii. p 315, 1 . 40. Openly to the whole city. This was on April 27, t S 5 t* 

xfii. p. 316, 1 , 27. Giovan Agnolo rfe* Servi (or da Montorsoli). A celebrated 
sculptor of the Order of the Se rvi di Maria. W(»rked at Messina and Morence. 
See his Life by Va.sari, vol. vi. 

xciii. p. 317, /. 28. Eremo. The famous Eremo of Camaldoli. 

Bagn% di Santa Maria (delle Grazic). Otherwise Bagno. 

' xcai. p. 317, 1. 29. Sestile should probably be Sestiino. 

xciv. p. 318, 1. 43. The httle plan. Cellini in his appeal to the Soprassin- 
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dachi in 1570 quotes this as a proof of his services to the Duke and to 
norence. Se^ Bianrhi,p. 550. 

xcvi. p. 320, /, 15. Girolamo degli Albizzi. A cousin of Duke Cosir/lo’s, 
and an eiithu^^iastu; partisan of the Medici. He was accused, probably 
with gross injustice, of poisoning Guicciardini, the historian. 

xcvii. p. 322, 1. 38. Very old man. Michael Angelo was then eighty 
years old. 

xcviii p. 324, /. 7. Haccio Agnolo . . . who spoiled the cupola. Baccio 
altered Brimellesthi’s plan, so that Michael Angelo said he had made the 
cupola like a cage for crickets. See his Life by Vasari, vol v. Giuliano and 
Bandinelli also spioiled Brunelleschi's design for the choir. In 1841 some 
of their hideous ornaments were taken away. 

xcviii. p. 325, 1. 26. Heard nothing more of the business. Benvenuto did 
not c^rry out the work. Bandinelli prevented that. 

xeix. p. 325, /. 28. This time. There is a long gap between this and the 
last chapter, nearly three years, 1556-59. Benvenuto spent part of the 
lime in prison for various offences. 

xeix. p. 325, 1. 29. The Grieve does not pass near Poggio a Caiano. It 
should be the Ombnine. 

ACix. p. 325, 1. 38. Ammanaio. See Vas.ari’s “Life of BauflineHi” for 
an account of the strife between Bandinelli, Cellini, and Ammanati f(>r 
the Neptune. Ammanati was a pupil of Jacopo Sansi>vino. A better archil ect 
than sculptor, he reconstructed the Santa Trinita bridge, and was engaged 
on the Pitti Palace. Died 1592. See Vasari, ed. Milaiiesi (references in 
Index). 

c. P‘ 329, /. 1'' ^andinello died. February 7, 1560. 
ci. p. 329, i. 23. Pieid. It is very doubtful whether Bandinelli had any 
thoughts of rivalling Benvenuto’s Crucifix. His Piet^ is said to have been 
begun bv his son. The father continued it in imitation or rivalry of Michael 
Angelo. It exists still in the Pazzi Chapel in the Church of the Annunziata. 

ci. p. 330, /. 20. Giovanni the flemmg Celebrated sculptor, better 
known as Gian Bologna, Ixini at Douai in 1524, tut spent most of his life 
in Italy. His most celebrated works are The Rape of the Sabines, in the 
Ixiggia (!»•’ Uinzi, the Mercury, in the Bargcllo, and th, fountain in the 
Piazza of Bologna. Died 160S. 
f i. p. 330, /. 28. GiorgdtOy i e. Vasari. 

ciii. p. 332, I 29. T'espiano. In 1548, and again in 1566, Cellini bought 
property at Trespiaiio. See documents in Kicordt (Tassi, vul. iii. pp. 18 
jmd 70). 

ciii. p. 332, 1. 31. Vtcchw. Seven miles to the east of Florence, on the 
Amo. 

cv. p 335, 13. Afntnanat(/s wife. This passage is so blotted in o 

original MS. as t() be ill('gible. Perhaps Cellini erased the slander himsi U 
m a fit of repentance. The lady, Laura Battiferra, was a most cstimabh 
person, aricl a minor poetess. Cellini himself praised her in a sonnet, com- 
paring her to Petrarch’s Laura. 

cvi. p. 3^0, 1. 1. Mv unfinished Neptune model. Nothing is known the 
fate of this model of Cellini. 

cxi. p. 340, /. 22. / make you a present of it. But their Excellencies would 
not accept the Crucifix as a gift. In 1565 Duke Cosimo bought it for hfteen 
hundred gold crowns. It was in the Pitti Palace till 1576, when the Grand 
Duke 1‘Taiicesco sent it as a present to Philip 11. It is now in the choir of 
the Church oi San Lorenzo in the Escurial. 

cxii. p. 341, /. 5. Queen of France. Catherine de’ Medici, widow of Henri 
II., anil regent of France. 

cxii />. 341,1. 17. Daniello of Voltcrra. Painter and sculptor, contemptu- 
ouslv called il Brai^heftone because he painted garments to cover Michel 
Agnolo’s nude figuies in his “Last Judgment.” He never finished »the 
bronze horse referred to here, but Richelieu had it adapted to fit the 
statue of Louis XIII. 
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cxiii. p. 34a, /. 4 Save the Prince. Don Francesco left for Spain, May 23, 
i5|^- Oh his return he assumed the government of Florence, '‘as his father 
liar. abdicated in June 1563. 

cxiii. p. 342, /. 5. By the Sienese marshes. The journey was begun in 
October 1562. 

cxiii. 'p. 342, /. 5. The Cardinal. Giovanni de' Medici, the Duke’s second 
son, died at Rosignano, November 21, 1562. He was nineteen years old. 
The younger brothers, Garzia and Fernando, also took ill, and the former 
died on December 6. Their mother only survived him twelve days. There 
were many scandalous rumours about tne successive calamities, one report 
lieing that Don Garzia killed the Cardinal, and was himself killed by his 
father. There appears to be not a word of truth in them. The season was a 
very unhealthy one, and the air of the Marernma was pestilential. 


BENVENUTO'S LAST DAYS 

p. 343, /. 19. Out of {gratitude. S>ce Bianchi, Documenti, p. 538. 

P- 343> f- 37. I etter to Varchi. See Bianchi, Documentt, p. 497. 

P’ 344i h 3. Memorandum. See Bianchi, Documentt^ pp. 503, 594. 
p. 344, 1 . 23. Disinherited. The whole story of the adoption and disin- 
heritance may be read in Bianchi, Documenit, p"p 528-531, and pp. 535-541. 
p. 345, 1 . 18. Death of Michael Angelo. See Vasari, vol. viii. 
p 345, 1 . 25, yVtth his pen. See Plon, p. xi6 
P- 34.'»f h 3X. Portrait in wax. See Plon, Souvel Appendice, 1884. 

P- 345i h 35- great pomp. Sec Bianchi, Documenti, p. 574. 
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Acciaiuoli, Carlo, Master of the 
Florentiue Mint, 121 
AccoUi, Cardinal, Archbishop of 
Ravenna, 213 

Agnolo (d'j, Giuliano and Baccio, 
architects, 32.1, 361 
Agostino, Duke Alessandro’s tailor, 

134 

Alainanni, Duigi, man of letters, 66, 
70, 202-3, 234. 249. 351 
Albizzi, Girolamo degli, 320, 361 
Aldobrandi, Bertino, 65, 76, 77 1 35 ^ 
Allegretti, Antonio, poet, 75, 120, 
*28. 351 

Allori, Ang’ h ^ Di^nzino), paiiitor, 
315, 322, 360 

Altovili, Bindo, 196, 301-3, 359 
Alvarez, Pietro, Viceroy of Naples, 
105, 106, 353 
Amal6. Duke of, 208, 356 
Amerigo, enanielltT, 37 
Ainmanati, Bartolommeo, sculptor, 
325, 330, 335, 345, 361 
Angelica, Cellini’s mistress, 98-9, 

105 

Annebaut (d’), Clau.le, Admiral of 
hraiice, 252, 257, 35® 

Anterigoli, Filippo, 331-4 
Antcrigoli, Piermaria (Sbietta), 
sheep-farmer, 331-5, 336-9, 343 
Arsago, I’agolo, goldsmith, 20 
Ascanio, Cellini’s apprentice, 144-7, 
153, 154, 163, 166-7, 201, 204-8, 
210, 213, 214, 216, 217, 21S, 220, 
239. 256, 263, 272, 354 
Ascolano, Aurelio, improvisatore, 45 
Avalos (d’), Alfonso, Marquis of 
Guasto, 142-3 

Bachiacca, embroiderer, 277, 350 
Barhiarca, painter, 43, 50-2 
Bagliono, Orazio, condottiere, 54, 
57-8, 62, 63, 350 ^ ^ 

Baldini, Bemardone, broker, 276, 
282-4, 307, 3»i» 315 
Balducci, Jacopo, Master of the 
Roman Mint, 84-5 


Bandinelli, Bartolommeo, sculptor, 
10, 272, 273, 281, 285, 286-7, 
288-91. 308, 314, 315, 32^. 323, 
324, 326, 327, 329, 330, 335, 34^ 
Bartolommeo, sculptor, Cellini’s 
brother-in-law, 63 

Bellarmato, Giroianin, engineer, 257, 

358 

Beinbo, Pietro (afterwards Cardinal', 
man of letters, 147, 148, 351 
Bendedio, Alberto, of Ferrara, 40, 
210-13 

Bene (d^b, Albertaccio, no; 
Alessandro, 53-4, T02, no, 147; 
Albi/zo, no 
Bene (del), Baccio, 341 
Benedetto, notary, 102-3 
Benintcndi, Niccolo, 116, 117; 

Piero, 1 16, 117, nS 
Benvegnato, Peruguio, chamberlain 
of Clement VII , 51-3 
Bemardone. See Baldmi 
Bologna, II. See Primal u cio 
Bourbon, Constable of, 53, 54, 350 
Bramante, architect, 87 
Bronzino. See Allori 
Dugiardini, Giuliano, painter, 66 
Buonaccorsi, Giuliano, treasurer of 
Francis I., 153, 275, 2/9 
Buonarroti, Michel Agnolo, 17, iS, 
26, 39, 48, 65-6, no, 268, 2'^r, 
aSg, 301-3. 304. 315, 322, 32 ', 
327, 328, 345, 348 

Busbaoca, courier, 148-52 
Caesar, Julius, 4 

Cagli, Benedetto da, criminal judg-*, 
159, 181-2 
Capcllo, Bianca, 345 
Caradosso, engraver, 37, 4S, 70, 85, 
350 

Carnesecchi, Piero, 108, 353 
Caro, Annibale, man of letter-^, 75, 
Z03, 126, Z28 

Carpi, Giacomo da, surgeon, 39-40, 

213. 350 

Catorma, a model, 238-42, 244»-7 


363 
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>Umi, family^ the, 3-4, 80 
>11^1, hcnvcnuto, parentage and 
aitjestry, 4-6; birth and child- 
hood, 7-9; musical education, 
8-13; jput to the goldsmith's 
trade, xo; exile in Siena, 11-12; 
work at Bologna, 12; study at 
Pisa, 15-16; return to Florence 
and illness, 16; refuses offer of 
employment from Torrigiani, 17- 
18; work m Rome, 19-21; quarrel 
with the Ciuasconti in Florence, 
22-4; flees to Rome, 25; works 
for Bishop of Salamanca and 
PcMzia Chigi, 26-35; learns new 
arts, 37-8 ; attacked by the plague, 
41; the artists* club, 42-6; siege 
of Rome, 53; bombardier in St. 
Angelo, 54-62: melts the Pope’s 
tiara«, 60; returns to Ilorence, 
62; stay in Mantua, 63; deserts 
Florence before the siege, 68; 
works for Pope Clement, 68-74; 
stamper of the Mint, 74; death 
of his brother, 76-9; his ven- 
geance, 80-1; quarrel with the 
Pope, 87; illness, 90; arrest, 94; 
practises the black art, qS-xoi; 
wounds Benedetto and flees to 
Naples, 103-5; returns to Rome 
and regains Clement’s favour, 
106-9; Pompeo, III; makes 
Paul III.’s money, 113; Pier 
Luigi plots against his life, 113- 
15; visits Florence and Venice, 

1 1 5-19; revengfs himself on an 
innkeeper, 120; works for Duke 
Alessandro in Florence, 121-2; 
receives pardon for homicide in 
Rome, 127; violent fever, 127- 
33; Varchi’s somiet on his sup- 
posed death, 130; removes to 
.Flt^rence, 133; returns to Rome, 
135: relations with Charles V., 
138-41; tlisplays his skill in 
setting diamonds, 141-2; journey 
to brance, 146-52; visits Beinbo, 
147; returns to Italy, 154; , 
arrested in Rome and imprisoned 
in St. Angelo, 158; his d(‘fence, 
160-2; escape, 16S-72; second 
imprisonment in SI. Ang<*lo, 
180-94; visions, 188-qi; release, 
195; his Capitolo on the prison, 
197-200; works for Cardinal oi I 
Ferrara, 201-4; sets off for . 
France, 204; kills a postmaster | 
at Siena, 206; stay in I'errara, j 
208-13; received by Frauds I., | 
214; dispute about salary, 215- 1 


x6; provision made for him, 
218-19; silver statuos,'^2i; letters 
of naturalisation, 228; door and 
fountain for Fontainebleau, 230-1 ; 
incurs enmity of Madame d’Etam- 
pes, 232, 235-6; in the Paris law- 
courts, 236-7; betrayed by Pagolo 
Micceri, 239; quarrel w’ith Prima- 
ticcio, 242-4 ; takes vengeance on 
Micceri, 245; exhibits the gold 
salt-cellar to the king, 248; the 
rival statues, 254-5; differences 
with the king, 257-60; leaves 
France, 262; enters service of 
Duke Cosimo, 268; begins the 
Perseus, 273; bust of Cosimo, 
274; goes to Venice and visits 
Titian, 279; quarrel with Bandin- 
elli, 288-91 ; casting of the Perseus, 
293-300; bust of Bmdt) Altoviti, 
301 ; visits Rome and Michael 
Angelo, 301-3; affair of the 
Duchess and the pearls, 30.1-8; 
helps in fortification of Florence, 
30&-10 ; exhibition of the Perseus, 
314-17; dispute with the Duke 
over price of the Perseus, 319-23; 
affair of the Neptune statue, 
325-31; attempt on his life by 
Sbietta, 331-5; reconciliatitm with 
the Duke, 340; Queen of 1- ranee 
makes overtures to him, 341; 
goes to Idsa, 342; his last years, 
343-5 

Cellini, Andrea, 4, 5, 6, 7; Barto- 
loniineo, wood-carver, 5: Cosa, 
6, 63; Cristofano, 4, *5; Francesco 
the elder, 5; Franrcsco the 
younger, Imowi as Cecchino del 
Piffero, II, 12, 14, 65, 76-80; 
Giovanni, 4, 5-16, 24, 25, 30, 
32, 62, 63, 64, 69; Girolanifv, 5; 
LipeTata,'63, 65, 130, 208, 2G7, 
273; Luca, 5 

Ceniimi, Bastiaiio, Master of the 
Florentine Mint, 122 
Ceri, Kieiizo da, Sf)Idier of fortune, 
36. 54 » 350 
Cesaiio, Gabriel, 202 
Ceserino, Gabriele, gonfalonier, 35 
Charles V., 138-41. i 44 . 250, 

257 

Cherubino, clockmaker, 204, 207, 
208 

Chigi, Agostino, 26; Gismondo, 26; 
Porzia, 26-9, 349 

Chioccia, Bartolommeo, employed 
by Cellini, 238-9 
Cibo, Cardinal, 35, 349 
Cibo, Lorenzo, xi6, 353 
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Clement VII., Pope, 25, 27, 31, 35, 
53, 54, sSf 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 
67, 68-70, 71-4, 75-6, 80, 81, 
83-4, 86-98, 103, 104, 108-10, 
159, 16 1, 348 
Coloniia, Stcfano, 288 
Conversini, Benedetto, Governor of 
Rome, 159, i75 

Cornaro, Francesco, Cardinal, in, 
1x2, 132, 166, 173, 174, 178-9, 180 
Cornaro, Marco, Cardinal, 35, 349 
Cortese, Tommaso, Papal datary, 73 
Crcspino, bargello, 158 

Daniello of Volterra, painter, 3^1, 
361 

Dante Alighieri, 237, 357 
Danti, Vu erizio, sculptor, 330 
Diego, a young Spanish student, 
43-6 

Donatello, 268, 280, 281 
Duranti, Durante, chamberlain of 
Paul III., 140, 141, 193, 194, 
200, 355 

Eleonora of wife of Duke 

Cosimo X , 207, .*74, 285, 287, 
304-7, 310-^3, 321, 323, 325. 
326, 327-8, 329, 330, 340, 341, 358 
Este (d’), IppoUto. See Ferrara, 
Cardinal of 

Etanipes (d’j, Madame, 221, 229-30, 
232-3, 235, 236, 242, 252, 254-5, 
257,258, 259, 261,263,356 

Fa (<le la), Jacques, treasurer of | 
Francis I., 242 I 

Fano (daj, U^dovicn, scholar, 75, j 
120, 128 I 

Famese, Cardinal Alessan<lro. See , 
Paul III 

Famese, Cardinal Alessandro, son of I 
Pier Luigi, 195, 355 1 

Famese, Jeroiiiina, wife of Pier 
Luigi, 182 

Famese, Pier Luigi, sou of Paul III., 
113-15, 158, 162, 176, 178, 182, 
188, 192, 196, 197, 200, 266, 267, 
353 . , 

Fattore, 11 (Giaiifrancesco), painter, 
26, 36, 43, 44, 349 
Felice, Cellini’s apprentice and 
partner, 98, 102, 124, 128, 129, 
130, 131-2, 134, 136, I5‘\ 165 
Ferrar«i, Cardinal of (Ippolito 
d’listc), 153, JtSh. 157, 164, 1 05, I 
19b, 201-4, 208-9, 210, 2ir, 212, 
213, 21.1-16, 217-18, 220, 221, 
222, 223, 230, 250, 251, 252, 261, 
262, 263, 264, 265. 354 


Ferrara, Duke of, 40, 116, 209-13 
Fiascliino, chamberlain to the J^ke 
of Ferrara, 21 1, 213 
Filippo (di), Francesco, son of 
Filippino IJppi, 18, 21, 248 
Fiorino of Cellino, a captain of 
Julius Caesar, 4 
Firenzuola, goldsmith, 19-21 
Foiano (da). Fra Benedetto, 186, 
187, 355 

Foppa, Ambrogio. See Caradosso 
Francesco (Fusconi) da Norcia, 
physician, 127, 129-33 
Francis I., 153, 156, 157, 158, 162, 
163, 166, 195, 196, 210, 214-15, 
217-24, 226, 228-36, 242, 244, 
249, 250-5. 257-62, 266, 207, 
268, 272, 274-6, 284, 285, 294, 
3x6, 352 


Gaddi, Agnolino, 99, 100 
(jaddi, Giovanni, clerk of the 
Camera, 75, 86, 103-4, 124, 125, 
126, 127-8, 129, 130, 351 
Gaddi, Cardinal Niccold, 56, 157, 
X58, 350 

Gaio, A goldsmith, 141-3 
Gattinara, G. B (Iscatinaro), 161, 
355 

Giacomo of Perugia, surgeon, 74-5, 
X74 

Giliolo, G.rolamo, treasurer of Fer- 
rara, 209, 21 1 
Giotto, 237. 357 

Giovan Agnolo de* Servi, Fra, 316, 
^60 

Giovanni da Bologna (Giovanni the 
Fleming), sculptor, 330, 361 
GiuUo Romano, painter, 43, 44, 45, 
46, 63, 350 

Gonzaga, Cardinal Ercolc, 64, 351 
Gorini, Lattaiizio, paymaster of 
Cosimo I., 270, 271, 285, 308 
Granacci, Elisa belta, Ccllru’s 

mother, 6; Stefano, 6 
Grolier, Jean, patron of art and 
collector, 252, 358 
Guasconti, the goldsmiths, 22-4, 
349 

Guasto, Marquis of. See Avalos 
Guidi, Guido, physician to Francis I., 
234, 249, 263. 272. 331, 357 


Henry II. as Dauphin, 222, 235, 234 

Julius it , Pope, 10 
Julius III., Pope, 300, 359 
Juvinalc (Giovenale), Latino, 1x2, 
X39» X43, 353 
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Laxnentone, courier, it 6 , 117, 118 
file, of Piacenza, 266, 358 
LanSi, Antonio, 276-7, 283, 359 
Landi, Piero, 25, 65, 68, 133 
Lautizio,! seal-engraver, 37, 202 
Leo X., Pope, 9, 10, 348 
Leoni, Leone, goldsmith, 193 
Lionardo da Vinci. See Vinci 
Lorraine, Cardinal of, 222, 233, 
357 

Lucagnolo of Jesi, goldsmith, 25, 
26-8, 32-3 

Macaroni (de'), Paolo, cinplt^ycd by 
Cellini, 238, 241 
Ma^n (le), Antoine, 228 
Mannellini, Bernardino, employed 
by Cellini, 273, 279, 296 
Manno, employed by Cellini, 133 
Mantua, Marquis (afterivards Duke) 
of, 46, 63, 64 

Marcone, goldsmith, 10, 17 
Margaret of Austria, wife of Duke 
Alessandro, later of Ottavio 
Faniese, 173, 182, 353 
Marmagne (de), Monseigneur, 220 
Martini, Luca, man of letters, 134, 

197 

Medici, the, 9, 65 

Medici (de’), Duke Alessandro, 65, 
76, 78, 81, 82, X 15-16, i2l-4» 
i33-5» 137, 354 

Medici Don Amando, 31 1, 345 
Medici (de*), Caterina, wife of 
Henry IL, 222, 341, 361 
Medici (de’), Cosiino, Duke of 
Florence, 116, 138,' 267-70, 271, 
272, 273. ^74, 276, 277, 27S, 280-5, 
287-91, 292, 293-5, 300-8, 31^14, 
315, 3x6, 317, 318-29, 330-1, 335, 
337-8, 340, 341, *342, 344, 345 
Medici (de’), Don Francesco, 311, 
325. 336, 342, 345, 362 
Medici (de’), Don Garzia, 31 1, 362 
Medici (de’). Cardinal Giovanni. See 
Leo X. 

Medici (de’), Don Giovanni, after- 
wards Cardinal, 311, 342, 362 
Medici (de’), Giovanni (Giovanni 
dellc Bande Nere), ii, 14, 53, 
64, 76. 348 

Medici (de’), Giulio. See Clement VII 
Medici (de’), Cardinal Ippr^hto, 65, 
103, 104, 106, 107-8, 112, 133, 
139, 352 

Medici (de*), Lorenzo, the Magni- 
ficent, 8, 348 

iMed^i (de’), Lorenzo, murderer c»f 
Duke Alessandro, 122, 123-4, 
*35-6, 279. 353 


Medici (de’), Ottaviano, 122, 123, 
X34, 135. 330, 354 
Medici (de’), Pallone, 54 
Medici (de’', Piero, 8, 9, 438 
Micceri, Pagolo, employed by 
Cellini, 238-40, 244-6 
Michel Agnolo (Michael Arigeloy 
Buonarroti. See Buonarroti 
Michel Agnolo, Sienese sculptor, 
42-6. 50, 350 

Michel Agnolo of Pinzi cli Monti, 
goldsmith, 10 
Michele, goldsmith, 167 
Michelotto, engraver, 70-1 
Mirandola (della). The Count. 265 
Monald), Saiidnuo, 184, 186-7 
Monte Aguto (da), Niccolo, 133, 136 
Montevarchi (da), Benedetto. See 
Varchi 

Montevarchi (da), Francesco, phy- 
sician. 134, 335 

Montluc (de), Jean, ambassador, 162, 
166, 195. 355 


Nardi, Jacopo, historian, 116, 117, 
353 

Navarre, King of (Henry II .1, 222, 
223, 254, 357 

Navarre, Que'cn of (MarginTito of 
Valois), 222, 261, 357 
Niccol6 of Milan, goldsmith, 63 


‘ Orange, Prince of (Pliilibi rt di- 
ChMuns), 61, i6x, 351 
Orbec (d’), Vicointc, 221, 223 
Or.sini, Cardinal, 6r 
Orsini, Girolamo, 157, 354 

i 

I Pagolo Romano, Ccllim's apprentice, 
122, 124, 135, 201, 204, 207, 208, 
210, 213, 214, 216, 218, 220, 239, 
240, 263 

Pallavicino, Fra, 163-5 
Pascucci, Girolamo, a iVnigi.m 
employed by Cellini, 146, 15(1, 1^7 
Paul III, Pope, 57, s8, iij-m, 
126, 127, 138-44, 158, 162, 10}, 
163, 16O, 167, 168, 173, 174-bo, 

187^3, 193. X05-6 

PaM.i, Bishop of, 262, 263 
Pedigiume, Giovanni, warder in 
St. Aiigi lo, 1O9, 170 
Penni, Gioviui Francesco. See 
Fattore, 11 

Philip II. of Spain, 287, 359 
Pier Lui(p. See Farnese 
l*iloto, Giovanni, goldsmith, 48, 111 
Poggiiii, (jianpagolo and Domenico, 
goldsmiths, 277, 280, 282* 284 
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Pompco, jeweller, 71, 93, 97, 103, 
104, 110,^11, 113, 177 
Pontormo (da), Jaropo, pauter, 
3M. 

Porzia, Madonna See Chigi 
PrunitiLc 10, Franctsco (II Rologni), 
painter, 235-6, 242-4, * »0, 249, 
254, 3^7 

Prmzivalle della Stufa, 22, 349 
Purci, Roberto, 88, 174, 3^2 
Pulci, Luigi, 48-53 i 35'^ 

yuistello, Alfonso, 322, 336 


Raffaello da Montelupo, »iculptor, 
j6i 

RafTielli del Muio, gjldsmith, 68, 

74-3, 81, 1x2 

Katlaell > dc’ I'llli, surg<nn, 292-3, 

RaiTaello da Urbmo, 29, 36, 43. 15-2 
Raff lellone Scheggu, cl th of gold 
v^oucr, 338, 3 39 

Ravenna, Cardinal of See Accolti 
Rcialcati, Ambr )gi i, secretary of 
Paul III , 

Ricrio, Pur Fnreesro, mijor domo 
of Co'^mio I , 27c»-2, 278, ^99, 
303. 3<^4, 358 

Ridolfi, C irdm il Nn colo, 3^) 

Rien/o da ten Sie ^ * n 
Romoli, \irenzio (tend /, 98-100 
124-s, 12O, 131 

Rossi (dt'), iiirolanio. Bishop of 
Pivia, 194, 234 

Rosso, Giovan Bitti 1 1, paintei, 36, 
42, 152 3. i3b, 2.4, 350 
Rucellai, Luigi, in 


Saint Paul, Comte de, 261 
Salamanca, Bishop of, 26, 29- 3'^. 

32-5. 349 , , . 

Salimbene, Francesco, g:>ldsmith, 
18, 21 

Salviati, Cirdinal C.iovanni, 35, 
88-90, 01-2, 221, 

Salviati, I icopo, 10 
Sanga, II, sec retary of Clement \ II , 
70 

San Gallo (da), Antonio, architect, 
152. 153. 3')4 

San Gallo (da), I rincesco, sculptor. 
308 

San Marino (da), Antonio, gold- 
smith, 21 

Sansovino (del), Jacopo, sculptor. 


113, no. 279, 3S3 

Santa ( roc e, Antoiuo, ciptaui of 
borubaidiers, ‘js, 56, oi 


Santa Fiore, Cardinal (Ascanio 
Sforza), 176, 177. 327 
Savello, Giovaiibattista, 104 
Savonarola, Fra Girolamo, 23, it4 
Sbietta See Antcngoli 
Schornberg, Nicholas, ArchUshop of 
Capua, 68, 69 
Srorzone, a model, 249 
Sebastimo Veneziano (or del Pioin 
bo). punter, 75. 86, 87, 351 
Serriston, Averardo, 300, 302, 330 
Sforza Almeni, chamberlain t 
CoMino I, 303, 316, 317-1^ 

359 

Sguizzflli, Andrea, pamter, 153 
ScKlcrmi, Francesco, 135, i37» 35 » 
Sodenni, IVro, gonlalouier, 9, 4*"' 
Solosmco, Antonio, sculptor, 104- ^ 

352 

Strc>//i, Fra Alcsso, 24, 25, 349 
Stroz/i, Cattivanza, 76 
Strozzi, Filippo, 149, 351 
Stru/zi, Leone, Prior cu Capua, -.46, 
^ 279. 357 

Strozzi, Piero, captam, 228, 307 
318, 357 

Stufa (delli\ PanJolf), 323 
Stufa (dcllO, Prinzivalle See Pi in 
zivalle 


Targhetta, Miliano, \enetnii jewel 
ler, 14 1, 142 

Tasso, Gun an Bittista, wool 
c irver, 1&-19, 20, 270, 308, ^4c> 
Titian, 279, 359 

Tobbia, goldsruitb, 91-2, 94, 90, 


103, 104, 352 

Torelh, Lelio, chancellor of Cosimo 

1 . 324 


Tomon, Cardinal, 204, 356 


Toingiani, Pitro, 17, i5, 3^8 


Inb !'>, 11 (Nucolo di Raffac^ i\ 


115-21.353 

Trotti (dc’), Alfonso, of Ferran, 
2x2-13. 356 


ITgolini, Antonio, 193-6 
Lgolmi, Gu^rgio, castellan of St 
Angelo, 162-8, 170, 183, 186, 
187-8, 191-3 

Uibmo, Michael Angelo’s assistant, 
3e'2, 303, 360 
Uibuio, Duke of, 56, 350 
Lrbiuo, Gian di, captam, 60, 351 


Valenti, Benedetto, procurator' 
fiscal of Rome, 95 
Valon, Baitolommeo, 117-18 
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Varchi, Benedetto da Honle, his- 
iorian and poet, 25, 120, 130, 349 
Gior^o, pauiter and his- 
Bjrian of art, 133, i34-5i 330i 354 
Vcnocchio (del), Andrea, sculptor, 
3 *S 


Villani, Giovanni, chronicler, 4 
Villrroy (de), MonSet|aeur, 219, 
220 

Vinci (da), Lionardo, 17, 218, aSrJl 
34 « ^ 

VoUerra (da), Daniello See Daniellt 


*1 T* 
T«Mec6 
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